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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

Ml^lsTEiti Ai( OppRB5$iON ixi^pltfkd in the Cafe of Tho- 
lA^s MoariMPRj Efq'9 ^^^ his Majeftys Vice Conjulfor the 
AHftrian If ether lands. Jddreffid to Lord Wcymouth, 
emlf his uftdn- Secretaries jfleffieur^ JR, WOO0 and W. 
Fra$»r. 
* My Lordj and Gentlemen^ 

THE neceffity you have laid me under of publiihing to 
the world, the following very Angular cafe, ppints oujt 
die propriety of addrei&ng it to you, that you may have a faij: 
opportunity of canvaffing every fad therein ftated; and of 
comparing your unprecedented behaviour tO' me, with tb^ 
condu& of your predecef&rs in office, who honoured m? 
with a confiaerable ihare of their coniide^nce, who approved 
my fervices, re)warded me for them publicUy, anji promifed 
me .their prote^ion, and recommendation to the King. 

You will probably be called upon by an equitable, gener- 
ous and cbmpaffionate people, to affiga a fufficient reafon fo/ 
the removal of a commercial officer from a ftation of fucU 
importance to the trading intereft of thi^ country, as thjs 
portofOftend; and for Leaving him, by a fudd.en, inftan- 
taneous deprivation of his office, totally unprepared tp fettle 
\bis private affairs, or to (creen.bimfelf from the re&ntmei^ 
.Vol. V. B ' of 
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of the magiftracy of Oftend ; whofe difpleafure he ^ad in- 
curred by an aftive and diligent difcharge of the duties of 
iiis office, in a point of the utmoft iixipprtance and of thie 
grpateft delicacy. , . . , 

I am aware that you are furniihed M^h a variety of ex— 
cufes for this meafure, all of them equally frivolous, and 
calculated by low policy to deprive me of my worthy patrons. 
Tired however of waiting the long expefted time, when you. 
fhould make fome retribution for the irreparable injury you 
have doQe me, by removing md without any previous notice 
. fror^ his majefty's fervice, I i^ow carry my .caufe, by ap;- 
j|)eal, to the tribunal of an impartial public ; where I hope to 
make it appear that there never was fuch an inftance in 
England, of an officer fo difmtfTed, and fo wronged for doing, 
his duty. And give me leave to obferVe, that 1 fcould not 
have delayed this publication fo long, if I had not been 
buoyed up by the affurances giveh me, bv your particular 
Iriends, that you were fenfible of the injuftice you had done 
me, and *' that Mr. Wood in particular, was forry for ijt, 
^^ and wifhed to provide for me, but could not find an 
*' opening J* 

Another inducement for poflpontng this narrative was, a 
hint from a refpediable chara&er abroad, ^^ that you would 
**' look upon the publication of my caje^ as intended to foment thofe 
** political f anions that have lately dijira£fed us at home^ and 
*^ rendered us contemptible in the eyes of all Europe.** Profefling 
inyfelf a firm friend to our happy confHtution in its ge- 
nuine purity, founded on revolution principles, and of courfi 
a zealous advocate for the rights and privileges of the people, 
I forbore troubling the public with the private griefs of ah 
obfcure individual, not becaufe I dreaded the imputation of 
fomenting political factions, but becaufe I was unwifling to 
divert the attention 6f my countrymen from thofe impor** 
tant objefts which demanded all the efforts of national 
vif tue, and every exertion of that noble ardour in the caufe 
of public freedom, which diftinguifhed and dignified . our 
forefathers. I have therefore chofen the prefent interval 
of domeflic tranquility, which cannot be of long dura^- 
tion, for a publication, the chief intent of which is, to 
.convince my friends in particular, and the yorld in general^ 
, that I have not deferved the fhameful treatment I have met 
with from you, . 

r Your lordfhip's removal widi your under-fccretaries from 
the Northern to the Southern department, doubles the weight 
cf the blovK you have given me^ and increafes theneceflity 

, . of 
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r>t prefentlng my cafe -at this time to the public. By 
this removal the fcene is clofed upon me in the Nprthern 
department, and' the nobleman who now holds that office 
is left an' utter ftranger to my perfori, my chara£ter and my 
pretenfions in cafe ofa future vacancy ; when had your lord- 
ihip been continued there, it would hardly have been poffible for 
you to have evaded my juft expectations. The fuccefBon to th^ 
confulfhip of Flanders had been repeatedly promifed to me 
by iucceflive adminiftrations, when your lordihip, or more 
properly fpeaking, your lordfhip's lecietaries, came into 
office, and I may venture to affirm they made little other ufe 
of the feals than to remove me from my employment, and 
enable Mr. Hatton and Mr. Irvine to put thefinifhing hand 
to a venal contract, commenced in 1766, and at that time 
rendered abortive by the candid, benevolent condu£l of the 
right honourable General Conway. 

I muft obferve here, that it has been hinted to me by 
fome gentlemen of diftinguifhed rank, that the tran- 
fient civilities I fhewed Mr. Wilkes in the month of 
December, 1767, while he was wind-bound at Oftend, 
in waiting for a paflage to England, had done me fingular 
diflcrvice with your lordfhip. It has alfo been affcrted^ 
** that I was one of \yilkes's faSion." I therefore think ft 
incumbent on me in this public manner, to declare, that 
I deteft the name of fa£lion as much as Lord Weymouth, and 
that from my foul I abhor all tumultuous, irregular proceed- 
ings that tend to difturb the peace and good order of a well- 
regulated civil government, if it were for no other reafon, 
but' becaufe I wifti the friends of the conftitution of this free 
country, would ^vail themfelves of the true fpirit of the 
lawsi which afford the moft fpeedy and effciSual method of 
inflifting condign punifliment on bad minifters. Thofe that 
knew me in office, can tcftify the proofs I gave of my loyalty 
to my fovereign on ev^ery occafion, proofs that are incompa- 
tible with the idea of fa£lion ; but which did not debar me of 
fliewing politenefs and civility to a private gentleman in a fch 
reign country, which was all the connexion I ever had with 
Mr. Wilkes, and fince my difmiffion, however I might pri- 
vately efpoufe the caufe of freedom, I have pot attached my- 
felf to any man's particular intereft. Mr. Wood knows the 
contrary. Having faid this, let me exprefs my grateful fenfe, 
as an EngKfhman, of. the fervices Mr. Wilkes has rendered 
his countrymen; by the fpirited meafures he topk in fuji- 
port of bis own. inherent rights as a Briti(h fubje£t, and ^f 
<his acquifed privileges as a reprefentative of a free people; 
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and my firm belief, that it was wholly owing to the glo- 
rious uand he made againft the arbitrary proceedings of the 
fccretaries of .ftate, when his perfon and papers were ille- 
gally feized, that the attempts then made to infringe the li- 
berty of the prefs, which is the only prefervative againft 
minifterial oppreflion, fi^iled of fuccefs. To him I am 
probably indebted at this time, for the privilege of publilh- 
ing my cafe, without the horrid apprehenfion of having my 
printer and publifher's houfes ranfacked, and their per- 
sons taken into clofe cuftody. - 

In a word, not being of fufficient confequence to add 
'ftrength of influence to'anv political party, I can onlv moft fin- 
cefely wifh for the fuccels of the bcft friends of the illuftrioug 
nbufe of Hanover^ and of the proteftant caufe— The indepen- 
dent Whigs — thofe real fupporters of the conftitutional rights 
and privileges of "the people; and fevere fcourges of popery and 
defpotifnu But fliould tnis publication happily fecure me 
thefr patronage and >prote£^ion, 1 {hajl efteem it one of the 
moil; fortunate events of my life. For the time is h& ap-i- 
jproaching-T^wheii the intricate fituation of public affairs will 
' render it ablblutely neqeflfary to place the dire£tion of go- 
vernment in the hands of thofe, whofe anceiftors eftabliflied it 
ui the prefent royal family, that it may be recovered from 
that fiate of internal difcord and debility, into which it has 
"teen plunged by the fubverfive meafures of a fet of men, 
who have vainly endeavoured to bury the fpirit of national 
liberty, in the ruins of party diftinftions— when the niini- 
fterial operations of 1768 and 1769, fhall be held in as muc^ 
'deteftation by the real friends of their country, as the in- 
glorious aera of an unnatural rebellion againft the good old 
king — And then there will not be any occafion for petitions^ 
nor for addrejfes^ except of congratulation. For prince ana 
people, nobles and commons, the rulers and the ruled ihall 
be of one mind. George the Clement, Ihall be almoft 
adored at home, and univerfally refpe&ed abroad — the field 
lof blood fhall only be found on hoftile (bores — ^the free:-borii 
Briton fhall not be ilain in any ignoble caufe, but fhall freely 
devpte his life to the fervice of his country, againft a qom- 
^mon enemy— the majority of the rcprefentatives of the people 
fhall be endued with honefty enough to be fafely cntrufted 
i^ith the facred rights of their conlKtuents, and eouri^ fuffi- 
cient to maintain and fupport them againft the f&OQgeft 
eflfbrls of Machiavellian, or which \% the fame thing, Butean 
policy— and then my lord, your Iqrdfhip, your under fecre- 

tark4 
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taries, and the author of this addrefi^, will probably be for* 
gotten, and 1 hope forgiven^ for all the paft errors of their 
conauft. , 

THOMA8 Mortimer^ 

THE CASE. 

In the year 1763, Michael Hatton^ Efquire, Conful for 
Flanders, wholiad juft acquired, an immenfe fortune by the 
lucrative employment of Conrniiflary to the army in G«r« 
many, finding that his majefty's fubge^ trading to and re- 
ading at die port of Oftend, began to complain loudly that 
there was no conful or vict-conful to officiate there, thought 
proper to apply to die rij^ht honourable the £^1 of Sand* 
wich, then Secretary of ^ate for tiie northern provinces, for 
leare to flay tKt home, and to appoint Mr. Mortimer to be 
vice- conful for the ports of the Auftrian Netherlands, in 
virtue of a power granted under the conful's commiffion of 
appointing a fifffieient deputy. The fecretary of ftate, the 
proper judge of the fufficiency of fuch deputy, after having 
taken a confiderable time for deliberation on Mr. Hatton's 
requefl, was pleafed to accept Mr, Mortimer as vice-conful 
under Mr. Hatton's commiffion, which vefts the fame power 
in the deputy, as in die principsd, and to order him to rdpair 
to bis ftation. Mr. Hatton by this arrangement was left at 
full liberty to purfue the moft important objed^of his life, 
the adjuftment of his commtiTarial accounts with the trea- 
fury, and to attend to a contingency which it was hourly ex- 
pected would add to his good fdrtune : The death of the 
duke of Dorfet, then lord vrarden of Dpver caftle ; on whoie 
demifeMr. flatton's earthly maker, lord Holdernefs, fucceed- 
ing by reverfion to that port, Mr. Hatton was certain ^f the 
appointment he now holds under his lordfhip of lieutenant 
colonel of Dover caftle. Mr. Irvine, who had formerly 
afled under Mr. Hatton, in a limited^ canacity as his deputy 
at Oftend, when Mr. Hatton madMhat place his ufual reft- 
dence, and onlyabfented himfelf occafionally, was at this 
period, depu^ confervator of the Scotch privileges at Camp- 
vere in Zealand, which employment can only be 'held by 
Scotchmen; and having fome private obligations to Mr. 
If atton, he faw himfelf under a neceffity, if Mr. f^atton in^ 
lifted upon it, of quitdng a ftation which 'Was agreeable ta 
his inclination and his intereft, in order to a£t again tender 
Mr. Hatton. In this fituation of affairs, Mr. Irvine hit uj>on 

the 
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flic expedient of recommending Mf. Mortinicf who was an ' 
Ktter ftrangcr to Mr, Hatton. . Mr. Mortimer being dif- 
ferently circumftanced from Mr. Irvine^ having a krge fa* 
oiily, could not poifibly think of accepting the office on the 
fame terms as Mr. Irvine had held it, who had never been 
presented to any fecEetary of ftate, fiior acknowledged by the 
government as a crown officer, becaufe Mr. Hatton was in 
his time fuppofed to be refident. 

The firft queftion therefore which Mr. Mortimer put to 
Mr. Irvine was. Whether Mr. Hatton ever intended refiding 
again in Oftend ? His anfwer was in the negative, untefs 
the miniftry ihouldat any time oblige him to it, and of this 
there was Jittle or no probability if Mr. Mortimrr was pre- 
fentcd tQthefecrctary of ftate, and acknowledged by the go- 
vernment to be thefufficicnt deputy under the commiffiori, to 
which he added, that, Mr. Hat^oii detefted the country even 
while the Engl i{h army and his beft friends were in it, and 
while he was in the prime of life, and anxious to better his 
fortune ; but that now he was happily at his eafe, and was 
on, the point of purchaiing air eftate in Kent as near Dover 
as poffible, and thetefore would be ghdto be left to the en- 
joyment of his wealth, and the pur^it of the objefts already 
mentioned, without moleftation. . - 

The fecond queftion was. As to the income. This Mr. 
Hatton and Mr. Irvine both afTured Mr. Mortimer was very 
fmall, arifing from the confulages paid by the matters t)f Bri- 
tifk veflels, and amounted to about forty pounds per annum ^ 
but that he had a right to form commercial connections 
which might be done to great advantage and prove a genteel 
fupport ior his family. . And that on Mr. Hatton's demife^ 
there could be no doubt of* Mr. Mortimer's fucceeding him^ 
and of enjoying the government falary annexed to the office^ 
vix. 200/. per annum. Imagining that fuch a falary was an 
objedl deferving Mr. Itjrine's attention, Mr. Mortimer thttt 
afked Mr. Irvine if he |kQu)d never turn his thoughts towards 
that fucceffion, or^ eii^|f)|6y his intereft to obtain it ? To 
which that gentleman made anfwer— No, by the living God, 
or it would be no aft of friendfhip to recommend you to Of- 
tend, I have other views, the confervatorihip of Campvere % 
and fhall never think of Flanders, but on the contrary, wiH 
ufe my beft endeavours to promote your intereft there, and if 
you behave well you cannot mifs of the reverfion ; it being 
very unufual to fet afide a commercial officer who underftands 
the trading conn?ftions of the port where he refides, and 
b^$ given fufficient fatisfadion to the king's fubjedts engaged . 

in 
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in the kvetzl tranfai^tons of his department. This bc« 
ing confirmed by Mr. Hatton, . who indeed declined (aying 
more upon the occafion than was abfolutely necefiary, their 
propofal was thankfully accepted by Mr. Mortimer, and on 
the receipt of a note from Mr. Phelps under-fecretary of ftate, 
acquainting him that the earl of Sandwich expedted him to 
fet off for Oftend as foon as his affairs would allow of it^^ 
he repaired to his ftation without lofs of time.* 

At Dover Mr. Mortimer received the following letter from 
Mr. Phelps, 

Sir, Whitehall, Dec. ad. 1763. 

. Enclofed you have a letter for Sir Ja^nes Porter his majeffy's 
minifter at Bruffels, from whom you will receive all kind of 
inftru£lions and civilities. I heartily wifh you a good paffage 
and journey,,ad am with greattruth. &c. r,c„ard Phelps.' 

From that moment to the hour of Mr. Mortimer's difmir- 
iion, Mr. Hatton's name was never mentioned verbally or in 
writing by any of the fecretaries of ftate who did him the ho* . 
Hour to correfpond with him, nor by any of the great offi- 
cers of ftate in apy other department, upon any occafion re- 
lative to the confular office in Flanders. But after that difmii^ 
Hon by the appointment of Mr. Irvine the 30th of March 
I768> tobe.conful of Flanders, Mr. Wood very rudely told 
Mr. Mortimer, at his office in Cleveland row, that, their of- 
fice, then the northern .department, had nothing to do with 
him or his fervices, nor could he have any claim on the office, 
to be provided for or recommended, for he was only Hatton's 
deputy i and on this foundation he very humanely difcarded 
him, and totally ruined his fortune. 

It will be feen in the fequel in what light Mr. Ivloftimer 
was really coniidered by the government in the courfe of a 
vcrv interefting correfpondence. 

On his arrival at Oftend, he found ^the merchants, the 
mafters of veffels trading to that port, and the Britifh inha- 
bitants in., general, bitterly complaining of the very great 
oppreffions they laboured under from the augmented heavy 
duties on all articles of the Britifh commerce with Flanders ;« 
declaring that the Flemish government had taken every me- 
thod to banifti them, and to cut off the Britifti trade to that 
country, fm^e the alliance between the courts of Vienna and 
VerfaiUes. 

Mr. Mortimer having reprefented this to Sir James Porter, 
to whom he was obliged immediately to repair, to be admit-; 

* Dated Whitehall, Nov. 21 ft- 1763. 

tecj 
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ted hy tht Flemifli government^ to exerelfe the funflions of 
bis office, that able minifter ordered him to draw up and tranf- 
ant to him a general ftate of thefe grievances, which he accor- 
dingly did on his return to Oftend, and on this occafion Sir 
James Porter did him the honour to exprefs himfelf in thefe 
terms, in a letter dated at Bruflels, January i ith, 1764. ** Sir, 
^* I have not thanked you for your inftru£tive letter of the 
, << 23d of December, as I Ibould have done, I have ho^irevec 
^' made a proper ufe of it, smd fent it where it will corrobo^ 
^' rate fome fa£ls which refted on a (ingle evidence — and if I 
^^ can, as poffibly I may, promote your intereft and afiift 
*' your future fortune, I certainly fhall." In the month 
of July folfowing, Mr. Mortimer received his majefty's 
commands in difpatch from the right honourable the 
e^rl of Sandwich, ftri£Uv enjoining him to tranfmit tq hii 
lordfhip, a^ account of the contraband trade carried on from 
the coafts of Flanders to Great Britain and her colonies, a- 
greeableto propofals for that purpofe, contained in throe papers^, 
from the lords commiffioners of the treafury to thefaid fecre- 
tary of ftate, a copy of which his lord(hip inclofed, and fur- 
ther ofdered Mr. Mortimer to fend a duplicate of his infor- 
mations to the lords of the treafury. In obedience to thefe 
orders, and animated by an ardent zeal to promote the com- 
mercial interefts of his country, Mr. Mortimer applied hrni- 
felf fo diligently and effectually to this fervice during the 
winter of the year 1764, and the fpring of 1765, that he 
had the honour of obtaining the particular approbation of 
the right h<>nourable Gtotge Grenville, then firft lord of the 
treafury, ^xprefled in the following terms by Charles Jen* 
Jkinfon, J;fq; then fecretary to the treafury. 

Sir, London^ Nov. 27th 1764. 

I have had the favour of your letter, which I have laid 
before Mr. Grenville, he direds me to fay, he very much ap-* 
proves of your diligence in procuring and tranfmitting in- 
foimation of the illicit trade carried on from the ports of 
Flanders to this country, f— -Mr. Grenville bids me at the 

fame 

t If any gentleman or merchant is defirous of feeing co- 
pies of the original informations fent bv Mr. Mortimer to 
the lords of the treafury and to the cdtom houfe, he will 
readily lay them before them ; but as tomt of the meafures 
which he had the honour to advife are ftill purfuing by go. 
yernment, and the whole of this affair muft neccmrily be 

kept 
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fame time aflure you, that he will hove your fervices in re* 
membrance, and that you may .expeft foon to reap the fruit 
of his good intentions. 1 am with great truth, &c. 
T. Mortimer, Efq\ his majejiysvice-conful C. JenkinsoN, 

for Flanders* 

But the following letter, from the fame gentleman, will 
ferve as a (landing proof of the entire approbation of Mr. 
Mortimer's fervices by the whole board of treafury. 

Sir, London, June 4th 1765. 

The bufinefs of parliament during the laft feffion fo entire- 
ly engroffed my time that I was not able to anfwer the letters 
with which you favoured me : I did not fail however to lay 
them before Mr. Grenville and the reft of the lords of the 
treafury ; and I have now the pleafure to acquaint you, that 
their lordihips have ordered a hundred pounds to be paid you 
at the cuftom-houfe, as a reward for the fervices you per- 
formed to the advantage of the revenue, by the intelligence 
you at feveral times have tranfmitted to their lordfhips. I am 
with great efteem, &c. ... C. Jenkinsow. 

As a further recompenfe for thefe fervices, and in confe- 
c^uence of the warm recommendations of his refpe£l:able friend 
Sir James Porter, Mr. Grenville and lord Sandwich had en- 
gaged Mr. Hatton to make Mr. Mortimer an allowance out 
of his falary as conful of Flanders. This allowance amount- 
ing only to 63/. per annum^ though obtained by the free con- 
fent of Mr. Hatton, as appears by his letters to Mr. Morti-* 
mer dated January 5th, and February 14th 1765, did not 
fail to enrage him j and on the refignation of thofe minifters, 
his animofity publicly broke forth j and from that hour he 
aiEduoufly ftudied every means to fell the confulfhip, or to pro- 
cure leave to refign it to Mr. Irvine on certain private condi-» 
tions, in order to exclude Mr. Mortimer from the juft expec- 
tation he entertained of fucceeding to that office at his 
death, as a further reward for his fervices to the government*. 
Mr. Hatton's avarice upon this and all other occafions go"t 
the better of every other confidcration, and though he now 
enjoyed the profitable employment (he had fo long expefted) 
in Dover caftle, and his iialf payas one of the German commif- 
faries, befidesthe income of the immenfe fortune he had amafled 
by that poft, and though his duty at Dover caftle obliged him 
to refidence in the neighbourhood, fo that he knew h^ 

kept fecret for the benefit of the fair trader, particulars can-* 
Bot be given to the public in general. • 

Vol. V. e cpuH 
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could not poffibly officiate at Oflfcnd, it would not permit hif|i 
to let Mr. Mortimer enjoy the fruits of his unwearied atten- 
tion to the duties of his office. The confulfliip Was hawked 
about upon the exchange of London; as i| had been at Ant- 
werp in the beginning of the year 1763, when it was rated 
at J 500/. and offered to Mr. Hollier, a gentleman, who, ' 
for reafons which it would be ungenteel to mention, was to-^ 
tally incapacitated to bear the king's commiffion, or to execute 
any office of truft under the Britilh government, yet Mr. 
HoHier employed Dr. Blackwood, well known for his judge- 
ment in pidures, to negociate this affair, and it was to the 
failure of this contra£t that Mr. Mortimer flood indebted, for 
his appointment. During the year 1765, Mr. Irvine 
continued fettled at Campvere, and would not liften to Mr. 
Hatton's terms, and Mr. Mortimer continuing bis public fer- 
vices, fo flref^gthened his interefl both at home and abroad, 
that it was not thought prudent to purfue the fcheme of fel- 
ling the confuMhip to a ilranger. 

Sut in the beginning of the year 1766, affairs took a dif- 
ferent turn in 2^aland. Ajir. Irvine having been unjuftly ar- 
refled by the magiflrates of Flufhing in Zealand, highly re- 
fented this indignity; andhavinglaia his cafe before Sir Jofeph 
Yorke and the miniftry at home, fatisfaAion was demanded 
of the States-general. But their high mightinefTes after a te- 
dious negociation, remaining difpofed rather to juflify the 
conduiSt of the magiflracy of Flufning than to grant Mr. Ir- 
vine proper fatisfa£tion ; he conceived fuch a difguft to 
Zealand, that he was determined to refign his employment. 
And as the foliciting of his fuit, neceffarily brought him to 
England : Mr. Hatton took this opportunity of tempting 
him to turn his thoughts once more to the confulihip of 
Flanders, in which, unhappily for Mr. Mortimer, and to 
the eternal difgrace of Mr. Irvine, he fucceeded. Mr, Hat- 
ton's motions having been communicated to Mr. Mortimer, 
he wrote to Mr. Irvine on the fubjeft, who gave for anfwer, 
" That Mr. Hatton had propofed to Mr. Baxter his friend in 
London to refign the confulfhip to Mr. Irvine on his fecuring 
to him for his life the fum of 100/. which he then drew from 
it ; that Mr. Baxter had wrote to Mr. Irvine advifing him to 
accept the offer, but that he had no fuch intention." On 
the face of this contraft it is evident the chief view of Mr. 
Hatton was the removal of Mi. Mortimer from the confulfhip, 
unlefs it can be fuppofed that his predominant paffion avarice 
prompted him to render the remainder of the falary he en- 
joyed from the confulfhip fecure for life, by this contrail with 
Mr. Irvine, apprehending that the government might give 
the whole to Mr. Mortimer. 

However 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(n) 

However, in order to guard againft all fiirprife, Mr. Mor- 
timer's friends about this time ftrongly recommended him to 
that polite, and candid gentleman, the right honourable 

Sneral Conway, then fecretary of ftate ; and among the reft 
r. Gordon, who fucceeded Sir James Porter as his majefty*i' 
minifier at Bruflels, wrote him the following letter. 

Sir, (Private) Bruffels, July 1 1, 1 766. 

As merit will always meet with encouragement from your 
excellency, I moft iincerely recommend the vice-conful at 
Oftend to your protection— as honeft and faithful a fervant 
as any his majefty employs abroad in that ftation, and who 
has in the poft I have the honour of ferving his majefty, been 
of real fervice to me by his vigilance and aSivity — ftiould he 
for want of friends lole' the confullhip at Oftend, he will be 
miferable indeed, and his majefty will lofe a very dilligent 
and adive officer. The doing juftice to the charader of a 
man of worth, I hope will ferve as my apology for the liberty 
I have now taken, and if your excellency can be of any fer- 
vice to him, you will oblige him who has the honour to 
be, &c. 
To his Excellency General Conway. W. Gordon. 

About this time Mr. Mortimer having wrote to his ex- 
cellency for a fhort leave of abfence, which was granted him 
foon after ^ he received a letter from Mr. Hatton, who had 
been informed of his application, as he imagines by one of 
the clerks in the fecretary of ftate's office, defiring him to 
ftay at Oftend till he ihould hear from him again, which 
(hould be . in a few days. Mr. Mortimer though prepared 
for his departure, put it off in expedation of a fecond letter 
explaining the meaning of this requeft. And on the 22d he 
received intelligence that Mr. Irvine was arrived at Bruges 
the next town to Oftend, but kept his arrival there a pro- 
found fecret. As Mr. Irvine had written to Mr. Mortimer 
a £ew days before from Campvere, and had not mentioned 
his intention of vifiting Flanders, which it was cuftomary 
for him to do, for they were in ftri£fc amity and kept up a 
conftant corrdpondence, he be^an to fufpe£^ there was fome- 
thing extraordinary in agitation, and ^ therefore went to 
Bruges to Mr. Irvine, to whom he pyt this queftion. Do 
you cxpeSt Mr. Hatton at Oftend, you know what has pafied 
t>etween him and Mr. Baxter at London, about refigning his 
confulihip in your favour, I hope no furprize is meant ? His 
. anfwer delivered with the moft (blemn afleverations, fuch as, 
hy God^ istc. . was, I believe Mr. Hatton is at Bath, that was 
the lafl account I had, I know nothing of him. I am here 
in expe^ation of meeting with feme friends from England, 
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who arc going to Paris, and as I intcndecl to go back to Camp- 
vere immediately after I had furniflied them with fome let- 
ters of recommendatron, I did not purpofc going to Oftend, 
and therefore kept my being here a fecret, that I might not 
be importuned by my friends at Ollend, to make them a 
vifit. But as you are come, I will attend you to-morrow. 
Accordingly Mr. Mortimer and Mr. Irvine came to Oftend 
the next day, and had not been there half an hour Before Mr. 
Hatton landed from the packet boat, which was jufl arrived 
^ from pover, being the firft time he had fet his foot in 
Flanders in the fpace of fifteen years. On Mn Mortimer's 
preiCng Mr. Irvine to explain the meaning of his fudden 
appearance ; he then confefled that Mr. Hatton had ordered 
him to meet him there on pain of his difpleafure, and had 
ftriftly enjoined him fecrecy. At a meeting of the three 
parties on the 25th, Mr. Hatton with great vehemence told 
Mr. Mortimer, that he had ufed him very ill during his refi-» 
dence at Oftend, as his deputy, particularly by'applying to 
Mr. Grenvilje and lord Sandwich for part of his falary, in 
confequence of which that meafure was forced down his 
throat, and he was on the point of lofing the confulfhip for 
endeavouring to evade it. He added, that Mr. Mortimer 
had never informed him of any public bufinefs of the con-r 
fulate, but neglefted him as a cypher, and therefore he was 
now determined to refide himfelf. After a volley of other 
abufe, Mr. Mortimer coolly replied. That the government 
having been pleafed to think his fervices 'merited encourage- 
ment, it was not his place to piefcribe the mode. That fa 
far from not giving Mr. Hatton inforrhation of public bufi-r 
refs, he had wrote him a Jong letter with a ftate of the Britifh 
commerce, and of the grievances the Britifh ftibjefts lay 
under, dated December 23, '1763, when he had refided at 
Oftend only 21 days. But that receiving fome time after, a 
letter from Mr. Hatton on private affairs, he found he took 
no notice of the faid public bufinefs, and as be further on 
enquiry had rieceived information that ^r. Hatton had 
not made any Application to the miniftry about that 
public bufinefs, it was natural for him to conclude, 
that Mr. Hatton did not choofe to embai'rafs himfelf 
with the bufinefs of the confular office, after having 
fixed him in it. Mr. Mortimer was then defired to produce 
all his public and private papers, copies of letters and cor- 
refpondence With the government for Mr. Hatton's infjiec-r 
tion, which he pofitively refufed. And for an obvious rea? 
^fqtiy Mr. Grenville v^as then out of his office^ and the tran- 
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feSions that had pafled between Mr. Mortimer, the treaCur/Y 
and the cuftom houfe, were fuch as he did not think proper 
to truft Mr. Hatton with, of all men living. > 

A propofal was then made that Mr. Mortimer fhould per- 
mit the refignation to pafs quietly, and Mr. Irvine would 
continue him vice-conful till he could be otherwifc provided 
for. To which he replied, that he would confult his friends 
in London, and give Mr. Hatton his anfwer there. Mr. 
Mortimer failed for England the next day, and Mr. Hatton 
went up the country on a vifit, and then followed him, but 
did not prefume during his ftay, to officiate as Conful. 

The firft thing Mr. Mortimer did on his arrival at Lon- 
don, was to write to lord Sandwich and Mr. Grenville, a 
ftate of the proceedings at Ofterid, as he underftood that Mr. 
Hatton had agreed never to moleft him in his office. In con- 
fequence of -this application, he received the following letter 
from lord Sandwich. 

Sir, Hinchingbrook, Auguft 22, 1766. 

In anfwer to your letter defiring me to recoiled what 
paffed at the time when it was fixed that you fljould receive 
one hundred a year — (the taxes and deductions on the whole fakry 
were taken from that allowance^ which reduced it to 63/.) 

I am very ready to give you any information which is 
likely to be of ufe, and to which you are in juftice entitled. 
I well remember that thofe who had the management of the 
revenue, when I had the honour of ferving the king, were (o 
well pleafed with your diligence^ and with thefervices you 
had done to the revenue, that it was intended to recommend 
it to his majefty to remove Mr. Hatton, and to put you into 
his place; and this I believe would certainly have been 
efFeded, had it not been for my interpofition, who, as a favour 
to Mr. Hatton^ comprpmifed the matter^ and prevailed on him 
to allow you' one hundred a year, and to leave you unmokfled 
in the execution of your office. It is befides my opinion, that if 
Mr. Hatton had agreed to reftde^ the then treafury would not 
Jiave been fatisfied with it, as they had confidence in you, 
and confidered you as an ufeful fervant, while they looked 
ypon him in a different light. / ^w> ^c. 

^ Sandwich. 

With this letter, and another from George Rice, Efq; 
one of the commiffioners of trade and plantations, Mr. Mor- 
timer waited on General Conway, to whom he had likewife 
been recommended by one of the lords of the new treafury 
board, who was pleafed on the recital of his cale, to affure 
him that no luch refignation Ihould take place in his time : 
And defired him to tell Mr. Hatton to v/ait op him, that h« 
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imght he informed if he had any complaint to make 
of Mr. Mortioier, refpefting the public bufincfs. Mr. 
Mortimer accordingly left a line for Mr. Hatton at his lodg* 
ings, not finding him at home, to that, purport, but he chofe 
to decline the meeting, and retired to his eftate the next day* 
Thus the whole plan, failed, which had been concerted be- 
tween Mr. Hatton and Mr. under-fecretary Frafer, who had 
been formerly fecretary to lord Holdernefs, and by this 
means became a firm friend to Mr. Hatton. But very im- 
politicly they had never condefcended to aflc general Conway's 
«)mnion of their projedl. It was unneceflary to trouble Mr. 
Grenville for a recommendation, and therefore Mr. Mortimer 
wrote a fecond letter to that worthy gentleman, >Vho aiTured 
him in anfwer, " that he (hould very willingly have given 
his teftimony of his good behaviour in his ftation, and that 
h would have been a pleafure to him to have done juftice to 
his condudl;, but heartily congratulated him that there was 
uow no occafion for it.'* 

It will now be neceflary to ftate in as brief a manner as 
poflible, fome other fingular tranfaftions at Oftend, during 
the years 1764, 1765, 1766, and 1767, that it may appeajf 
liow far Mr. Mortimer merited the proteftion he conftantly 
leceived, from different adminiftratioQS, 'till lord Weymouth 
came into office. 

In 1764, Mr. Mortimer by reprefentation to Sir James 
Porter, procured the annulling a very opprcffive regulation 
of the magiftrates of Oflend, compulfively obliging the maf- 
ters of Britifh fhips driven into that port by flrefs of weather^ 
to confign their (hips and cargoes to brokers appointed by 
them. As nothing can tend more to fliew the difpofition of 
the Flemifh magiftracy, we hope the memorial to Sir James 
Porter on this fubjedt will not be unacceptable to the 
public. 

Memorial, addrefTed to his excellency Sir James Porter^ 
Jiis majefly's minifler plenipotentiary at BrufTels, the 26th of 
November, 1764, by Thomas Mortimer, vice-conful at 
Oflcnd. 

*' The magiftrates of Oflend in the year 1760, appointed 
commifTaries to take charge of all fliips entering the port of 
Oflend, that fliould not appear to be configned to any mer- 
chant or faSor of the town ; and the better to fecurc theffe 
vefTels to their commifTaries, the pilots on boarding them 
were ordered to afk the maflers to whom they were configned, 
and if they did not immediately declare the name of fome 
merchant or agent in the town, they were to be -condudled 
to the commiflkries> who were to take charge of the faid 
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ftips, to ckar tihem at the cuftbm houfe, amd to do all other 
fuch neceflary ads as might be required for the fervice 6f the 
ikid flitps m afters. 

This regulation ftill fubfifting in full force, his majefty's 

vice-conful thinks it his duty to reprefent to ydur excellency, 

that the laid regulation, fo far as it re(pe6is Bricifli (hips, is a 

onanifeft inftingenient on the confular rights, and is attended 

with confequences injurious to the owners and freighters, as 

well as to the matters of the faid ihips, who are thereby de-- 

{urived of the affiftance they have a right to expefl from the 

Britifh conful, and are fubjeded.to fundry grievances, of 

which the moft important is, that Britifli ihips driven into 

the port of Oftend by ftrefs of weather, and having received 

damages at fea, are obliged to be put under the entire di- 

region of the Flemifh commiiTaries. And as it often hap-- 

pens that the mafters have not money to defray the expences 

of refitting, dnd the port charges ; the faid commiflaries in 

all fuck cafes, abfolutely refufe to advance them any money, 

even on good bills upon their" owners and freighters ; but 

inflft on their felling a part of their cargoes or perfonal eiFeds 

to defray the faid expences, though the Britifh merchants 

and agents inhabitants of the place would gladly take their 

bills, and do every neceflary office of brokers for the faid 

mafters. J3y this means cargoes have been fold to the great 

prejudice of the owners, and to the emolument of the com- 

mmaries. 

The faid vice-conful having lately applied to the Burgo- 
mafter on two occafions, was told, it was agreeable to the 
maritime laws, that the mafters of vefTels fhould fell their 
perfonal efFefts, or part of their cargoes, to defray their ex- 
pences in ports where they are ftraogers, and that the con- 
fills fhould not interfere in it. 

He therefore begs your excellency's inftruSions on this 
head, and further reprefents that it appears to him,, that the 
mafters of all Britifh veftels entering the faid pott by ftrefs of 
weather, or for other caufes, and having no agent in town 
to whom they are direded to apply, fhould be left free and 
at liberty to demand the Britifh conful's proteAion, afHft- 
ance, and recommendation, agreeable to the rules of all 
other ports where confuls refide, or to confign themfelves 
to whom they think proper. And as the faid regulation was 
made at a time when there was no Britifh conful, or vice- 
conful. refident at Oftend: The faid vice-conful folicits your 
excellency to endeavour to obtain a repeal of the faid regu- 
lation, fo far as it interferes with, and interrupts him in the 
execution of his office. The mafters and owners of fome 
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ftritifii {hips having made their complaints to him dn that 
head". 

Notwithftanding the magiftracy employed all their credit 
in the privy council at Brulfels, yet fuch was the vreight 
and influence of a refolutc and experienced minifter, that Sir 
James carried his point, the ordinance of the magiftrates wa» 
declared null and void vrith refpedt to Britifh ihips, to the 
great joy of our countrymen. By the fame powerful inter- 
pofition a Britiih (hip valued at two thoufand pounds which 
had been confifcated for a trifling oflFence, the concealing a 
very fmall quantity of fait, to preferve their provifions, was 
rcftored. And Sir James Porter exprefled the pleafure he 
took in fupporting Mr. Mortimer upon fuch application to 
him. 

In the month of February, 1765, Mr. Mortimer tranC- 
mitted an exadt ftate of the Britifh commerce in the ports of 
Flanders, and of the commerce of all other nations to that 
country, with a duplicate to the board of trade, purfuant to 
orders received from the earl of Sandwich on that fubjedi— 
and alfo an account of the feveral augmentations of the 
duties on Britifh commodities^ by private ordinances of the 
council of finances at BruflTels, in violation of the barrier 
treaty of 17 15. This fervice was attended with great diffi-- 
culty and expence. And in the month ofiAuguft of the 
iani^e year, he had the honour to prefent the following me- 
moriaJ to his grace the duke of Grafton, then fecretary of 
ftate for the Northern provinces. 

*' His majefl:y's vice-conful for the port of Oftend begs leave 
moft humbly to reprefent to your Grace, that he apprehends 
the prefent eftabli(hment of the Englifh and Irifli jefuits at 
Bruges will prove highly detrimental in many refpedls to 
Great Britain. 

The conveniency of conftaht trading veflTels between Lon-* 
don and Bruges, and the regular, frequent voyages of the 
king's packet boats flationed at Dover and Oltend, aflford^ 
them the moft favourable opportunities of pafling and re- 
pairing to and from England unobferved as often as they 
til ink proper. 

The chief vifible objeft of their frequent voyages to Great 
Britain is, the procuring of children to be educated in their 
feminaries at Bruges, where they have two fchools, the one 
for young boys, which they call the little fchool, the other 
for boys from about ten years of age, who wear the jefuit^ 
kaoit, and receive a finrfhed education* 
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A number of perfons are conftantly employed in London 
and in the feveral counties of England as agents to feduce 
the parents of children to fend them abroad for education, 
among whom are the perfons whofe names are annexed to this 
memorial ; and the fkid vice<-conful begs leave to aflure your 
grace, that if it ihali be judged neceflar) for his majefly*s fer- 
vice, he can procure exa(5t lifts of almoft all the perfons fo 
employed, with the number and quality of children fent over 
from England for education, and the prefent ftate and con* 
dition of all the popifh feminaries for the education of Bri- 
tish children along the coafts of France and Flanders ; which 
feminaries are now in a more flouriihing condition than ever, 
owing to the number and frequent voyages of pafia^e boats 
to thofe coafts, and to the fatal propenfity difcoverabie in his 
majefty's fub}c(Sb, though proteflants, to fend their children 
abroad for foreign education. 

Beiidea the money that is annually remitted from England 
to pay for the education and board of thefe children, the faid, 
vice-conful has obferved with concern, that large fums of our 
befl gold coin, new weighty guineas, which psus on this coaft 
forj/. 2s. 3^. are brought over by the parents and friends of 
the children, who inftead of fummer excurfions in their own 
country, make voyages to Bruges, and purchafe lace, linen, 
and other articles with their new guineas, to be clandeftinely 
carried home to the defrauding of his majefty's revenue. 

The faid -vice conful begs leave further to remark to your 
grace, that the unlimited freedom of embarking on board tho 
packet boats^ which are the king's vefiels (appropriated to the 
fokpurpofe of carrying the mails, mefleagersyand other perfons 
on the government fervice) without being fubje^led to the leaft 
examination either at Dover, Calais, or Oftend, though it is a 
matter of permKTion, not of right, to embark on board thefe 
veflels, is a great encouragement to the jefuits and other 
poplih agents to pafs and repafs frequently incognito, under 
various difguifcs. He therefore fubmits to your grace's con- 
fideration, whether it might not be expedient to oblige per- 
fons paifing and repalSng in the packet boats, to take paiTports 
of the king's oificers on both fides the water, to be delivered 
to them gratis, being only calculated to reader them fubjefb to 
the notice and examination of fuch officers. 

That it feems to be a very ftriking inftance of mifcondu£k 

in the poft-office, to veft the entire management of the king's 

^ packet boats in the hands of the Flemifli poft-mafter at Of*^ 

tend, a bigotted Roman catholic, while the king has a conful 

or vice-conful refxdent on the fpot. 

Vol. V. D That 
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That fuperftltion and enthufiafm of the ranked kind reigns 
univerfal, and is encouraged by the government throughout 
the Auftrian netherlands. 

That the Iriih and Englifh Jefuits, baniflied from France . 
and eftabliflied at Bruges, are the avowed enemies of our 
moft gracious fovereign, and as a proof of their attachment 
to the houfe of Stuart, portraits^ of the pretender are hung 
up in the public room^of their academies, decorated with the 
infignia of the noble order of the garter, and a crown and 
fcepter repofed on a cufbion. 

That thefe jefuits receive large contributions from Eng- 
land for the fupport of the different focieties of Englifh and 
Irifli jefuits in other parts of the world. 

Laftly, that the academy at Bruflels for boys, and the; 
nunnery at Calais for the education of girls, and fome others 
have be^en advertifed this year in the London news-papers. 

Thefe circumftances the faid vice-conful thought it hrs 
duty to lay before your grace, and humbly hopes that in fo 
doing he approves himfelf a dutiful fervant tp his royal 
mafter, and may merit your grace's favour and prote£tion." 
• In juftice to his grace the duke of Grafton it muft be re- 
membered, that the author of this memorial was honoured 
with the thanks of his grace, and his conftant protedion 
while he held the feals of the northern department. The 
duke was alfo pleafed to obferve, that the intelligence exa£Uy 
agreed with the information received from the king's officers 
on the fea ports; and that he thought it expedient to eftablifh 
a form of pafs-ports for perfons embarking on board the 
packet boats at Oftend, and would talk with the poft mafter 
general on the fubied. But this meafure was overfet, and a 
few months after Mr. Nathan Brame. merchant at Oftend, 
' gave the vice-conful the following account of its mifcarriage, 
as it was related to him by Captain Robert Wellard> mafter 
of the Hanover packet boat. Mr. Barham agent for the 
packet boats at Dover was confulted, and his advice pre- 
vailed. This gentleman, the moft penurious man alive, perhaps 
fagacioujQy forefaw, that the fubje£ting paflTengers to exami- 
nation, would diminifh their number, for they might proba- 
bly prefer going by trading veffels, and as he receives l^alf a 
Siineafor every pailenger in the packet boats to and from 
ftend, and the captains of the packets the fame; he, 
therefore, ridiculed the fcheme, reprefented it as abfurd and 
not calculated to anfwer any one good purpofe, alledging 
that it would only rob the packet boats of the paflengers to 
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turn them over to the bye boats and London traders, which be- 
ing the property of merchants could not be fubjeded to pafs- 
ports. The fallacy as well as the felfiflinei^ of this argu- 
ment is apparent. The bye boats are hired chiefly for fa- 
milies, and when they crofs the water, do not wait on the 
other iide to pick up hngle paflengers ; and as to the London 
traders they do not perform a voyage and its return, in lefs 
than a month ; whereas the packets go twice in the week, 
when the wind is fair. But Mr. Barham having carried his 
point, ihould have kept his own fecret, and not have com- 
municated this futile argument to the haughty captain 
Robert Wellard, who, foaming with rage, related the whole 
circumftance to Brame. 

It is obfervable, that during all the laft war, the faid cap. 
tain Robert Wellard was allowed,.though a hale, hearty, mid- 
dle-aged man, to ftay at home at Dover, and hold the two 
places of captain of a man of war, and captain of a packet 
boat, in the latter of which he did not fail once in fix months^ 
leaving it to the care of his mate to fecure the mails from 
French privateers ; and was at home by his fire fide, when 
thirteen Flanders and Italian mails ^^ere infamoufly brought 
home by a fmuggling cutter in the year 1760, while his pac- 
ket and fome others lay in Flufhing harbour, and would not 
ftir out : the faid cutter performed her voyage and re- 
turned in fafety to Flufliin^ to expend in teas and geneva, the 
fum paid to them by Mr. Barham for doing the duty of cap- 
tain Robert Wellard's packet and its companions. But the 
cafe was this, the cutter had nothing to fear from the mafter 
of afmall open boat privateer that lay in the Dunlow channel. 

In the year 1766, Mr. Gordon his majefty's minifter at 
Brufl*els, obtained a confiderablc dimunition ot the duties on 
paper hangings imported into Flanders from England. The 
very exorbitant duty on this article, amounting nearly to a 
prohibition, had been a fubjeft of repeated complaint from 
Mr. Mortimer to the king's minifters at Bruflels in a feries 
of letters from t 7 64 to thistin^e, and for which he Jiad re- 
ceived their repeated thanks. 

In the months of Oftober and November of the fame 
year Mr. Mortimer had the happinefs to tranfinit very 
material intelligence to Mr. Gordon at Bruffcls, and to 
the right honourable general Conway, then fecretary of 
ftate, concerning the feducSion of Britifh manufafturers 
and artificers from Great Britain to France and Flan- 
ders, particularly pointing out feveral perfons employed 
ifi Londoi) to fcducc ^hem ; and in a conference with Mr. 

D 2 Gordon- 
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Gordon on that fubjcflhe had the honour to advife the irtea- 
{uxt^ of ordering, the aSii of Parliament infii^fing various penai^ 
ties on the feducers and the /educed^ to be read in theparijh churches 
of all the manufaSiuring towns in Great Britain every three mmthsj 
and to be frequently inferted in the London Gazette* Upon this 
occafion Mr. Mortimer received the fcliowing letter of appro- 
bation by order of general Conway, which is here inferted > 
. as it was the laft notice that was taken of him, the laft at- 
tention that was paid to any letters he fent to the fecretary of 
ftate's office .on public buunefs, or to any fervices he ren- 
dered to his country, though his zeal, adlivity, and diligence 
continued the fame to the very laft hour that he remained in 
office. 

St. James's^ 25th Nov. 1766. 
SIR, 

I am dire<Sled by Mr. Secretary Conway, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 15th inft. and to approve the 
attention you have fo properly fhewn to the evil praftices 
which have too fuccefsfuUy prevailed, of enticing the manu- 
facturers of this country to fettle themfelves abroad, and am 
to recommend it to you to endeavour to find out the feducers 
of thefe deluded people, and to acquaint me, for general Con- 
way's information, with any difcoveries you may make on this 
head. For your inftrudtion 1 fend you.inclofed two zQts of 
parliament, {being wrote for by Mr, Mortimer) to which you 
will conform in every particular, and that none may plead 
fgnorance of the laws in force. I am to defire you will in- 
form thecaptain of every Englifh veiTel trading to Oftend, 
as well as the captains of the packet-boats, of tne rifque they 
Tun if they a£l in open violation of the law« to which they owe 
obedience. As you muft be fenfible how neceflary it is for 
the king's fervice, that you fliould communicate every ftep 
you take to the king's minifter at BruiTels, you will, I make no 
ooubt, conftantly correfpond with him. 

I am Sir, your moft obedient humble (etvzntj 

To Mr. Mortimer. William Burke. 

It fliouId feem by the conclufion of this letter, that the 
Jcii^'s minifter at Bruifels had been giving hints to the office, 
that he wifhed to confine Mr. Mortimer's correfpondence to 
himfelf, and tp prevent his correfponding 9s a principal, with 
the fecxetary of ftate ; otherwife the admonition was needlefs, 
for Mr. Mortimer had always mentioned in his letters to the 
oJ9ice, his conftant correfpondence with the minifter at Bruf- 
fels ; and to fay the truth, Mr. Gordon bad made fuch warm 
profeffions of promoting his intereft at home, and had taken 
fuch pains to inftil the notion^ '^ that he would much fooner 
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get t>referment through the recommendation of the king's 
minifters atfiruflels, than through the merit of any (ervices of 
his own ;" that he constantly tranfmitted fome important in- 
telligence or other to Mr. Gordon, to fill up that minifter's 
wetlcly difpatches. 

Nothing material happened in the vice-confurs depart- 
ment till the month of July, 1767, when Mr. Mortimer fent 
the following exprefs to the fecreury of ftate. 

S I R, Oflend^ July 24, 1767. 

I think it my duty to inform your excellency, that the 
Britiih merchantman named The FrttneFs Good IViU^ Francis 
Lottj maftery failed into this harboiir in the night of the 22d* 
ihe is laden with whe^t from the port oiMagador in Africa^ 
for this port. The haltimon^ (the m«fter as yet unknown j 
from the fame place, came to anchor in the road the next morn* 
iflg; and a third, is hourly expe£ted to appear. 

The magi ftrates of this place aflembled yefterday morning 
very early, and ordered centinels to guard each nde of the 
canal of the port, to cut off all communication with the 
Friends Good fflllj and to prevent their landing any of their 
people, cur any letters ; at the fame time they ordered the 
mafttr to depart with his fhip the following tide. 

The alarm was fo great, and the confternation of the in- 
habitants fo general, that the cannon were ordered to be 
loaded, andtobefircd on the Baltimore in the road, if (he 
ihould attempt to come in— the weather being too ftormy 
to fend out the pilot boat with proper fignals and orders* 

I fpoke with the mafter and pilot of the Friends Good ff^ll^ 
who informed me they were all well on board, that they had 
not been in any port of Great Britain ; and had only touched 
off Dover to take in the faid pilot. The confternation of the 
people here, arofe from a fuppofition that thefe (hips had been 
refufed admittance into the Britifh ports, which feemed high- 
ly probable, as we have been conuantly exporting wheat in 
great quantities for fome time p;ift ; it was therefore not to 
be credited that their cargoes were dcftined for the confumption 
of this country. 

On enquiry, I found that thefe (hips were configned to an 
English broker here, who had expected them for fome time ; 
and the wheat was to be unladen, and refhipped for the ports 
of England, in fmall Britifh veflbls lying here for that pur- 
pofe, under the denomination of Flemift) wheat. This circum- 
ilance occafions me the honour of writing to your excellency; 
I do not fufpe£k with the Flemings, that the plague is adually 
pn board thefe fliips 3 but I imagine the cargoes may be faulty, 

and 
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and that tbe mafters and owners may attempt to land this 
vheaf at the port of Briftol, for which place the fhips are 
nowdeftined, under falfe denominations. The packet being 
on the point of (ailing I have only time to add, that I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

To his excellency Gen. Conway^ T. MoRT I mer . 

fcfr. fcfr. faff. 

Having obtained his majefty's leave of abfence for a ihort 
time, Mr. Mortimer in the following month, found W. 
Fraser, Efq; in the fecrctary of ftate's office in the charac- 
ter of one of the under-fecretaries, as he had never received 
any letter from this gentleman, but had conftantly been wrote 
to either by his excellency, or Mr. Burke, who had nowrcfign- 
ed,he was.an entiie ftranger to Mr. Mortimer, who however^ 
after the ufual civilities thought proper to a(k him if the> above 
letter had been received, to which Mr.Frafer anfwering in the 
affirmative, but without any remark thereon, Mr. Mortimer 
putafecond queftion, '^ I hope I did right in fending that 
intelligence ?" Anf. '*0 yes, very right, it came in time to be 
]aid before the privy council, and to prevent the landing of the 
wheat in any of the Britifh ports." About a fortnight after 
this, a general alarm was fpread upon the Exchange of Lon- 
don, about thefe (hips, occafioned by a letter from a French 
merchant, that they had been hovering ofF the coaft of France^ 
and had been refufed admittance every where, and alfo that 
the magiftrates of Zealand had fent circular letters, to in- 
form thofe of France, that fuch fhips having the plague on 
board, were trying to get into fome port \ and commodore 
Moore upon this occaiion received inftru£lions concerning 
them, as appeared by the public papers. To make the leaft of 
the matter, the confequences might have been fatal to his ma- 
jefty's fubje£ls, if they had confumed damaged wheat, which 
came from fuch a fufpe£^ed country as Africa, had been fo long 
on board, and had fufFered more ftill by the heat of the feafon, 
in ihort, this wheat was finally flung mto the fea. Yet the 
immediate attention fhewn by Mr. Mortimer to fuch an im- 
Dortant event, could not procure him that approbation from 
Mr. Frafer, Mr. Hatton's faft friend, which he had been ac- 
cufiomed to receive from the office. Henow therefore became 
convinced, that he had a dangerous enemy in Mr. Frafer ; but 
fome time after, being received by general Conway, on taking 
leave to return to his flation, with his ufual poiitenefs and af- 
fability, and treated with great civility, by the truly celebrated 
David Hume, Efq; he determined to make himfelf eafy, to 
purfue his duty with the fame alacrity, and patiently to wait 
the hTue, 

But 
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But when general Conway rcfigncd, and lord Weymouth 
was appointed, a circumftance happened, which gave him room 
to expe<a that he fhould be treated with contempt and ne- 
gled ; but he did not imagine it poffible, after he had got pof- 
feflion of fuch a pofitive proof under lord Sandwich's hand, of 
Mr. Hatton's promifing not to moleft him in his office, that any 
attempt would be made to remove him; he therefore refolved 
to endeavour to change every inftance of coolnefs and in- 
civility from the office, into efteem, if poffible, by a diligent 
attention to pleafe. 

The circumftance referred to is this. On the appointment 
of his grace the duke of Grafton to be fecretary of ftate for 
the Northern provinces, Mr. Mortimer received the following 
genteel letter. 

Whitehall^ 1 2th July^ 1765. 
SIR, 

The king having been pleafed to appoint me to be his prin- 
cipal fecretary of ftate, for the Northern department, in the 
room of the Earl of Sandwich ; I am todefire that you would 
for the future, addrefs your letters to me, which I (hall not 
fail to lay regularly before his majefly, and to tranfmit to 
you fuch orders and inftru£tions, as the king Ihall think pro- 
per to give for your guidance and dire<5lion. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 
Mr. Vice Conful Mcrimer. Grafton. 

A fimilar letter was fent to him by general Conway on his 
appointment ; and it is remarkable, that difpatches were re- 
gularly fent to him upon all public occafions, fuch as births 
or deaths in the royal family, with the king's fpeech on the 
meeting and difTolution of parliament, &c. befides frequent 
inftru6tions relative to the bufinefs of his office. But when 
lord Weymouth came into office, no further notice was taken 
of him, not fo much as to notify that event, and at the tim« 
when the remarkable tranfadtion happened, of which Mr. 
Wood and Mr. Fr^fer thought proper to avail themielves in 
order to carry into execution the plan that had been concerted 
bv Mr. Frafer and Mr. Hatton for his removal, Mr. Mor- 
timer had no information who was fecretary of ftate, oc 
who were the under-fecretaries, but from the news-papers. In 
this fituation of things, however, he relied on the friendfliip of 
Mr. Gordon, who to his certain knowledge was highly pleafed 
at the revolution in adminiftration, and he fondly hoped 
that what he loft in perfonal intereft by the refignation of 
general Conway, he (hould recover through Mr. Gordon's 
fricndfliip for him, and intereft with lord Weymouth, and 

the 
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thedttke of Grafton; The event however will prove that h^ 
wac-^ntirely miftaken in his notions and. expeftations, as 
to Mr. Gordon's friendfliip ; for his intereft ftever was fo 
powerful, as with the prefent admin iftration. 

We now come to the laft public tranfafiion of the vice 
conful, which was immediately fucceeded by the appointm^nc 
of Mr. Irvine, conduced in fo fecret a manner, that till that 
appointment appeared in the gazette, Mr. Mortimer had not 
the Icaft apprehenfiqn of fuch a meafure. The cruelty andart- 
tulnefs of which fecrecy isfo obvious, that it is hardly neceflary 
to mention it. They knew that Mr. Mortimer was fully enm- 
ployed in a painful fatiguing point of duty, which wholly en- 
grofled his attention, that had hebeenmpreatleifure, and had re- 
lied lefs upon Mr. Gordon, he might have difcovered thjeir la- 
tent defigns, and by a timely application to his friends, have" 
prevented their taking efFeft. They therefore fagacioufly ftruck 
the blow unperceived, in an inftant, and reduced a whole fa- 
mily to the moft difagreeable circum (lances, to gratify the xe-. 
fentment and avarice of an enriched commiflary, ana to fettle 
a fmgle man, already genteelly provided for, in a ftation 
which he had declined all thoughts of. 

On the 24th of January, 1768^ Peter Horfeman^ a native 
of Gibraltar, and mafierof a brigantine called the St. Ann, 
came into the portof Oflend under Britifh colours, through 
ftrefs of weather, being bound for Hamburgh with oranges, 
lemons, and Morocco (kins from Meffina. Mr. Mortimer 
being at that time at Dunkirk watching the motions of fqme 
manufadurers who were juft arrived there, aitid particularly of 
one Cooke a leather currier, who was juft eftabliihed there with 
the greateft encouragement from theFrench government. Upon 
his return to Qftend the very next day, he found that this 
P^/^r Hcr/imtfw had applied to the Flemifh magiftracy to put 
three of his crew in prifon, on a complaint of mutiny. He 
immediately fent for Horfeman, to give him an account of the 
caufe of confining his majefty's fubjedls in a foreign prifon, 
and in order to know if the cafe was fo pref&ng as to require 
their immediate imprifonment, without waiting the return of 
the faid vice-conful, whofe office it is, to examine into all dif- 
putes between the mafters of Britifh ihips and their failors, and 
upon a well grounded requefl of the faid mafters, to commit 
the faid men to prifon, as alfo to releafe them, when the affair 
is compromifed. This privilege is conftantly enjoyed by all 
confuls in foreign ports, and is evidently. calculated tp prevent 
the magiftracy of the place interfering in the little quarrels, and 
difturbances that happen among (hips crews. The free ex- 
^rcifeof this function of the confular office had never been 

de« 
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denied to Mt. Mortlmfer, and was eVen fecurcd to him at hli 
-admiiiion in:o office. The court of BruiTels having fcnt 
down aftanding order to the governor or commandant for the 
time being; to aflift the faid vice-conful with the mainfhrif, a 
military guard, in the executioin of his office. Mr. Mortimer 
being abfent, the magiftrates thought proper to confine 
Horleman*^ men, but on his return home all further pro« 
eeisdings ^ith refpedt to them, belonged to the confular office. 
Not imagining he {hould meet with any obftrudion in this 
part of his duty, he proceeded to queftion Horfeman, and 
found upon a ciofe fcrutiny into the afFatr, that there was little 
or no ground for {o capital a charge as mutiny, he therefore 
"ad vifed Horfeman, as hehadadvifed many other mafters,tokeep 
them inprifon till, he failed, lell they ihould defert him, but 
upon his faying they had threatened his life, and were always 
quarrelling with his mate, the faid vice-conful made the fol- 
iowing propofitions to him. If you think you can makd 
good your charge of mutiny againft them^ we will apply to 
the magiftrates to have them put in irons, and I will fend 
them by the packet to Dover, with an exprefs to the mayor 
t){ Dover to detain them in cuftody, till the good pjeafure of 
the lords of the admiralty fhall be known concerning them. 
But ifyou concur with me in opinion, that the difputes that 
have happened between them and the mate on board your ihip, 
amount to no more than common quarrels, (In which you al- 
ways took the mate's part) and that you imagine the duty of 
thcfliipwill be negle6led by continuing thole men on board, 
I will give you a certificate of their difcharge, according to aA 
of parliament, and will pafs them home by the firft Britifli 
iBiip* To the latter he confented^ with, which his Flemifh 
brokerwho accompanied him did not feem contented. A^ 
foon as he was gone, Mr. Mortimer went to the prifon to the 
failors, as he had frequently done upon former occaiions, to 
enquire if the men had any juft complaint againft their captain^ 
and alfo to fee that they w?re properly taken ere of. The 
chiefjailorcondufted him upftairs as ufual, where he found 
two of theYn itl a very decent room, but the third was clc^fely 
confined ii) a dungeon, from which he could only fpeak td 
him through a fmall grate. Upon enquiring of his comrades 
the reafott of this fecurity, Mr. Mortimer was told that the 
Bailli j whofe office in moft refpe<Ss correfponds with that of 
ourflieiifF, had been in the prifon the day before, accompa- 
nied by Horfeman's broker, and had demanded of all the.meri 
their papers, upon which Matthew Dunnovan, who ha«f the 
cuftody of their important writings, refull'd to dt'liver them. 
Whereupon the Bailli made an attempt to take them from 
Vol. V, £ him 
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him by fdrcc ; but the honeft tar took up a log of wood from 
the chimney and fwore he would refift even unto death. The 
guard was called and the fearch made by force but they could 

. not find the papers. On hearing this narrative, Mr. Morti- 
timer aflcQd Du^navon, what papers they were ? Who replied, 
a certificate entitling me to apenfion from the chfeft of Chat- 
ham, for a wound I received in the king's fervice laft war, a 
charafter of myfelfand Charles Macar thy, for our good be- 
haviour from our. commander, and a writing figned by Horfe- 
man's mate, a papift dog who was mafter of a privateer open 
boat belonging to Calais laft war, promifing to forfeit one 
hundred pounds, if ever he took the law of us, as he threaten^ 
for a quarrel between us, when the fhip lay at the Mothcr- 
banjc, S pithead. . Mr. Mortimer then afked Dunnavcn and 
his companions, if they would, freely deliver thefe papers to 
him to be kept in his office, as a public office belonging to the 
king of Great Britain, to be forth coming either for or againft 
them when before their proper judges ? To this, having given 
their confent, Dunnavon produced them from a check-linen 
belt fattened round his body under his jQxirt. The vice-confui 
ihsn proceeded to enqoiire if they had any complaint againft their 
captain ? The anfwer was, that he had not allowed them fuf- 
ficient provifion — that the fhip was not in a condition to per- 
form the voyage to Hamburgh — that the captain had funk a 

. vefTel called the Ann of London, to cheat the infurers, and 
was pofTefTed of a falfe Mediterranean pafs, that they knowing 

. thefe things, he wanted them out of the way, and had brought 
'2 criminal accufation againfl them in this popifh country 
where he and his mate would be believed, and they fliould 
be broke upon the wheel, unlefs the faid vice-conful inter- 
fered, for the Bailli and the.jailor had informed them they 
would be executed on, the friday fortnight following ; and in- 
deed to fay the truth, the whole town feemed to thirft for 
their blood. Mr. Mortimer lofl: no time, but immediately 
went to. the aflembly of the magiflrates then fittings and com- 
plained of this treatment of the poor men, infifting that their 
crime, if they were guilty of any, was cognizable only by the 
officers of the fupreme court of Admiralty of Great Britain^ 
and intimated to the magiftrates that he expefted they' fhould 
be given up to his difpofal. To which the penfioner^ who 
is the queen's attorney-generalj anfwered in the name of the 
magiftrates, that Horfeman had brought a criminal accufation 
before them for a capital crime, which they would oblige him to 

■ profccute according to their laws. And further declared, that 
the faid vice-conful fhquld not interfere in it. And in the 
afternoon of the fame day, a deputation of the faid magiftrates 

at 
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attended by their under officers, and the bailli's fervants, one 
of which was the common hangman of the place, came to the 
vice-conful's houfe, and demanding to fpeak with him, read 
him a format arreft in the emprefs queen's name of the papers 
in his hands belonging to the three men in prifon, with an order 
to tranfport them to the recorder's officeof the city and port of 
Oftend in twenty four hours, which Mr. Mortimer on the fpot 
peremptorily refufed, and told the chief magiftrate that if any 
further perfonal infult was intended him, before he could have 
the opinion of the king of Great Britain's minifter at BruiTels 
on thefe proceedings, he would quit her majefty's dominions 
inftantly and retire to Dunkirk. On affurance that no further 
incivility would be offered, Mr. Mortimer ftaid in his houfe,. 
and difpatched a courier to Mr. Gordon, with an account of 
their proceedings. For anfwcr Mr. Gordon fent the follow- 
ing letter. 

Bruxelks^ Sunday^iiioijan* 1768. 
Dear Sir, 

Immediately upon the receipt of your letter, I had a long 
converfation with Comte Cobenzl, but as we could not by 
any means agree, and as your letter contains things of infinite 
confequence, it is now high time for me, after the repeated 
complaints that you have fent me, to take up ,the affair mini- 
Aerially, for I find I never fliall be able to obtain any thing 
amicably. You will therefore immediately upon the receipt 
of this, tranfmit to me a memorial in form, ftating the whole 
as clear and diftindly as you can, which memorial I will 
immediately lay before his royal highnefs, and will fupport 
it with a very ftrong one, by which means I hope we fhall be 
able to know what are their reafons for aSing in this defpo- 
tic manner ; and as foon as I have their anfwer, I will im- 
mediately tranfmit the whole affair home.— Enclofed I tranf-* 
mit you all the papers you fent me — with regard to the mir 
litary prifon, Comte Cobenzl affured me that it was totally 
impoifible for him to grant you your requeft — I have only 
time to beg that you will not lofe a moment's time in fending 
me a proper memorial ; 

It will be much better that your memorial (hould be in 
French, than in Englifli. 

Believe me to be yours, very fincerely, 

W. Gordon, 

On the back ofthis came another letter fonotorioufly found- 
ed on Compte Cobenzl'? the queen*sminifter's opinion, that for 
the honour of Mr. Gordon it is fuppreffed. In the mean time 
the magiftrates continued affembling night and day, examin- 
ing Horfeman, (wl^o now feemed deternained to take away hi§ 
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9iens lives) and the reft of the crew : andthe feid vicc-confulj 
contiiTucd reir.cnft rating againft their condudl, and counter- 
examining tiie crew on oath, becaufe the magiftrates potiiively 
refufed him ad^rittance during their examination of evi- 
dences who were Brinfb fubjedts, in a caufe wherein the lives 
of Britiih fubjc^LS were at iLke, though it was ever before 
deemed an inviolable privilege that thefiritifh conful fhould 
be prefent, and z& as advocate or council for the accufect 
parties. By this time Mr. Mortimer had obtained fufficient 
proof from the regiftry of the. admiralty court at Dunkirk— 
that the St. Ann, the brigantine Horfeman now failed in, 
was bought at that port in January, ^767. Whereas the 
Mediterranean pafe from our admiralty, which the faid vice- 
conful had got from Horfeman, was made out at Gibraltar by- 
general I r wine for ^ fchooner called the Ann of London, of ^ 
difFerent conftrufturefrom this brigaritiiie which was kno^n at 

^ Dunkirk by the name of la piincejfe de L'lgne, Having de- 
tefted this fraud, and finding himfelf left to contend with the 
magiftrates of Oftend Without any proper or pofitive inflruc- 

f tions from Mr. Gordon, and in a total ignorance who were 
the officers offtatein the northern department at home 5 he, 
thought it his duty to fend this account of Horfeman's pafs 
to the Admiralty with a ftate of the cafe, and to defire inftruc- 
tions upon it* Accordingly, the Admiralty honoured bim^ 
with the fubjoined papers. 

JMirahy Office^ 16 Peh^ 17681 

SIR, 

I received and read to my lords commiflioncrs of the Ad- 

iniralty, your letters of the 3d and 6th of this month, relative 

to the miftehaviour of Peter Horfeman, mafler of the St. 

^ Ann Brigantine, in relation to a Mediterranean pafs, and an 
linjuft profecution of three of the crew belonging to the faid 
Brigantine, for offences alledged to have been committed at 
Spithead; and I having by their lordfhips command fent the 
laid letters to Mr. Seddon, their lordfcips folicitor, for him 
to confiderthe contents thereof, and repoit what may be pro- 
per to be done therein; and he having. in anfwer thereto by 
letter of the 12th inftant (copy of which comes herewith) ad- 
vifed, that the bond given for the Mediterranean pafs (bould- 
be put in fuit for non-performance of the conditions thereof, 
and that his majcfty's principal fecretaries of ftate {hould be 
acquainted with the circumftances of the cafe oJF the three 
men iri cuftody at Oftend, that application may be made to 
the imperial minifter to ftop all further proceedings againfl: 
them. I am commanded by my lords commiffioners of the 
Admiralty, to defire you will pleafe to return to me the pafs 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M9 ) 
ypu took from Horfemann that the bond he gave fo^ the fame 
piay be put in fuit ; and I am alfo to acquaint you that the 
whole of this afFair is fent to lord Weymouth, his majbfty's 
principa] fecretary of itate, for his majc fly's information. 

I herewith return you a copy of your letter of the 3d 
in&suity as you deiire, and am 

' ^ SIR, 

your moft humble fervant. 

Ph. Steph£Ns^ 

P. S. Your letter of the i ith inftant 
is come to hand, and a copy of it alfo 
' fent to lord Weymouth for his majefty's 
information . 

I alfo herewith fend you an extra£l 
of fo much of his majefty's order in 
council relating to Mediterranean paffes 
as concerns confuls in foreign ports, 
^ut as to other inilrudlions, you will 
pleafe to^pplyto the fecretary of ftat6 
for them. 
T^o. Mortimer J Efq\ — Vlce-Conful at Oftend, 

Piccadilly J 1 2th Fib. i 768L 
SIR, 

In obedience to the direSions of my lords commiflxoncra. 
of the Admiralty, fignified to me in your letter of the iit^ 
inftant, incloling two letters received from Mr. Mortimer, 
his majefty's vice-conful at Oftend, relative to the mi(beha- 
viour of Peter Horfeman, mailer ol the Sc. Ann Brigantiiie^ 
in relation to a Mediterranean pafs, and an unjult profecu- 
tion of three of the crew, belonging to the faid Erigantine, 
^or offences alledged to have been committed at Spithead. 
That I (hould confider the contents of the faid letters, and. 
report to them what may be proper to be done thereon. I 
take the liberty to acquaint you, for their lordfliips in- 
forhiation, that I huve accordingly perufcd and confidcred. 
the faid Mr. Mortimer's letters, whereby it is ftated, 
that the faid Peter Horfeman went with the faid velTel, 
called the St. Ann, into the port of Oftend, the 24th of 
January laft, by Relache, being bound for Hamburgh j that 
Mr. Mortimer on receiving from him his Mediterranean 
pafs, found it was made out, by order cf General Irwine, 
of Gibraltar, for the fchooner, called the Ann of London, 
burthen fixty tons, navigated with feven men. five his majefty's 
fubjefts, foreign built, made free, and bound to England, 
Rearing date the 24th of April, 1 766. And further Sating 
^at ic hiu been reported tQ Mr. Mprtimer, that the faid 
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Ann Schooner of London, was loft in her paflige home j 
and that the mate. Or feamen made oath, that the faid Peter 
Horflfeian funk her wilfully, to defraud the infurers; and 
alfo that it is certain, that the faid Peter Horftman fled to 
Dunkirk, and bought there of one Mr. John Bodin, the 
Brigantine he now commands, which was called La 
Princefle de Ligne, burthen about feventy tons, as appears 
by the bill of lale dated at Dunkirk, January 17th, 1767, 
and called her the St. Ann of Gibraltar, as alfo appears by 
the clearance or paffport of the Admiralty of Dunkirk, dated 
13th June, 1767. 

That the faid Peter Horfeman failed with the faid Brigan-. 
tine, in the month of June laft, from Dunkirk for Genoa, 
and ^ot Mr. Holford, his majefty's conful at Genoa, to in- 
dorfe his Mediterranean pafs^ made out for the Anrt 
fchooncr of London, that he had funk; For which and other 
reafons therein ftated, Mr. Mortimer has detained the faid 
pafs: And Mr, Mortimer further ftates in his faid letters, 
that the faid Peter Horfeman, has put three of his men in . 
prifon, for having mutinied, as he fays, at Spithead, and 
that the Flemifli magiftracy, have proceeded with great heat 
againft them every day fmce the 29th of January laft, citing 
and adjourning the reft of the crew, and takin2 5'xii exa- 
minations privately. 

From which narrative I beg leave to obferve, firft, with 
refpeft to the Mediterranean pafs therein mentioned : That 
though the faid Peter Horfeman impofed upon Mr. Holford 
when he procured him to indorfe this pafs, yet, as it was a 
real pafs, and not forged, altered or erafed, I am humbly 
of opinion, that the faid Peter Horfeman is not guilty of 
felony within the meaning of the ftatute of 4th Geo. 2d. 
Cap. 18. But if the faid Peter Horfeman could be brought 
to England, (1 humbly apprehend) he might be profecuted 
for a capital crime, in wilfully finking the Schooner, for 
which the pafs v/as originally granted ; otherwife I do not 
apprehend any thing can be done againft him, except putting 
the bond (which v/as given on his oteaining the faid pals) 
in fuit, for non-performance of the conditions thereof. . 

A^to the pafs itfelf, which is now detained by Mr. Mor- 
timer, he may very juflifiably, under their lordfliips di- 
rections, refufe to deliver it, either to the Flemifli magi- 
ftrates, or to the faid Peter Horfeman, or any other petfon. 
. With refpedt to the profecution of the three men, in cuf- 
tody at Oftend, for an oilence faid to be committed at 
Spithead, and on which accufation Mr. Mortimer mentions 
the faid mens livc$ to be in danger, I am humbly pf opinion 
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tbat the Flemifli magiftrates have no kind of legal right to 
take cognizance of the offence, with which the faid men ar^ 
charged : And I do therefore humbly fubmit it to their lord- 
fhips confideration, whether they will be pleafed to dir^ft the 
whole circumftances of this cafe to be laid before one of his 
majeflfy's principal fecretaries of ftate, to the end (if he thinks 
proper) that an application may be made to the Imperial 
minifter, to take all proper and immediate fteps, for prohi- 
biting the Flemifli magiftrates further proceeding againft the 
faid men, and for their being releafed from their prefent con- 
finement. 

Herewith you receive the letters and papers you were pleafed 
to fend me. I am, SIR, 

your moft humble 

(A Copy) and moft obedient fervant^ 

Samuel Seddon. 
Philip Stephens^ Efq\ 

Encouraged by the receipt of thefe letters, Mr. Mortimer 
now proceeded to draw up more fpirited memoi ials, and to 
fupport his own opinion^ which he had maintained in oppo- 
fition to that of Mr. Gordon, '* that the magiftrates had no 
right to the papers given to him by the pri Toners, much lefs 
to the Mediterranean pafs, which they wanted Mr. Morti- 
mer to give up to them, that they might reftore it to Horfe- 
man, and which meafure Mr. Gordon alfo advifed." 

Lord Weymouth, by tjiis time alarmed at the ground 
the vice-conful had gained, and fully apprized that 
he might be charged with negle<Sl:, thought proper to 
write to Mr, Gordon to fupport Mr, Mortimer, and 
from this time the tenour of Mr. Gordon's letters 
changed, and he approved every thing the vice-conful had 
done or propofed to do. But the poor men remained ftill 
in prifon, and Horfeman was grown fo refractory that he' 
refufed to obey the minuteft orders of the vice-conful ; and upon 
occafion of the faid vice-con ful's vifiting his fhip accompa- 
nied by three Englifli captains, and a (hip carpenter, in order 
to declare if fhe was in a condition to go the voyage, he refufed 
to be on board, or to anfwer any queftion. The feverity of 
the feafon, joined to the fatigue of mind and body which the 
vice-conful fuffered in this conteft with Horfeman, lai(i him 
up, an abfcefs formed itfelf in his fide, and he was five weeks 
in the hands of the furgeon major of the garrifon, in the 
utmoft danger of his life, at the end of which time he was 
fcarce recovered, when he received a letter informing him 
of his difmiffion, by the appointment of Mr. Irvine to be 
conful) who was on his journey and intended to refide^ 
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^r. Mortimer had <}ifmiiied the remainder o^ the Engiidi 
fubjecls from the fervicc of the Brigantinc, on proper aflfi^ 
davits made before him— that flie was a coffin^ apparently 
bpueht with a dcfign to fink her, and unfit to go the voyage 
to Hamburgh : ih confequence of which three Flemifli handa 
were put on board by recommendation of the magiftrates, 
and before (he got to the mouth of the Elbe (he went to 
the bottom, and every foul perifhed. 

It will now be neceflaiy to obferve, that the Danifh conful 
aflifted Mr, Mortimer with indefatigable attention during 
the courfe of this tranfadtion, and regularly tranfmitted to 
the chamber of commerce at Copenhagen, minutes of all the 
proceedings— that the Danifh confuls have written inftruSi- 
ons concerning all cafes of difficulty that can pofSbly arife 
in their office, under the great feal of Denmark, ligned 
by the king— but jthe Britifh confuls have not a line, nor 
any guarantee whatever for their meafures. In the 9th 
article of the Danifli conful's inftrudionsj Mr. Mortimer 
found a confirmation of his own opinion and condud, which 
is therefore inferted in this place. 

Article 9. £t quant au cas criminels meritant punition cor<^ 
porelle, ec qui ne fcroint pas cependant du refort de la juris- 
di(Sion du pays : tel que ceux qui pourroient fetre commis^ 
foit a terre, foit a bord durant le coUrs du voyage : notre 
Conful trouvant Taccufe coupable, s'en employera aupres des 
puiirances,oudu magiftrat dulieu pour les fairemettreenprifon^ 
jufqu'a I'arrive du premier batiment appertenant a quelques 
vnes de nos fujets, qui feroit voile poor retourner dans not 
etars ; au maitre duquel batiment les dites criminels feroient 
confignes pour etre remis entre les mains des officers de juf- 
tice, au premier port de notre domination ou il aborderoit. 

Horfcman's charge was brought for an aft of mutiny com- 
mitted at the mother-bank, Spithead — on what pretext thei^ 
could the magiftrates of Oftend pretend to any jurifdi£lion 
over thefe men, and was it not Mr. Mortimer's duty to pre- 
ferve the lives of fuch ufeful fubjefls as Britifli mariners, for 
whom 6/. per man was offered in the gazette, to engage them 
to enter into the king's fervice laft war ? 

To this clear proof in fupport of the vice-conful's con*- 
dufl it may not be improper to add Mr. Gordon's two laft 
letters on the fubjeft, in lieu of the itnemorials.* 

Ji II HI a> ■! ■ ■ I » ■ r - j 

♦ Aythentiq copies of the memorials in the French lan- 
guage drawn up and tranfmitted by Mr. Mortimer to Mr. Gor- 
don at his req.ueft and by him prefented to the coUrt of Bruf- 
fels may be perufcd by any, gentleman on giving a day's notice 
to the printer of the Political Regiften 
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Bruxelles, 22 Feb. 1768. 
My dear fir. 
Si lice the delivery of my anfwer to their memorial I have 
not heard a word from this government; in a difcourfo 
I had with C. Cobenzl he told me that I (hould foon have an 
anfwer, but I own I have my doubts — ^you will oblige me if 
you would let me know if all is quiet now at Oftend, 
or if you think the magiftrates of that place arc furnifliing 
materials for a memorial ; let me only intreat it of you to 
keep your temper, and be affured that you will not only meet 
with fupport here, but likewife at home— I have received orders 
in confequence, but mydifpatch I cannot rifque by the poft, 
for many reafons. 

Thank God the carnival is now at an end — laft night a 
courier arrived here with the news that the grand duchefs of 
Tufcany was on the 12th inftant brought to bed of a 
prince. 

Believe me to be yours fmcerely,' 

W. Gordon. 

Bruxelles, 14 March, 1768. 
Dear Sir, 
Inclofed I fend you a copy of a memorial which was pre- 
fented to me yefterday relative to the late difputes you have 
had with the magiftrates of Oftend.— After the open and can- 
did manner in which I have afted with this government fincc 
the commencement of this difagreeable difpute, I was in 
hopes that they would have let the affair drop, but I am de- 
ceived, and I find they chufe to continue the difpute, I there- 
fore tranfmit the memorial to you, and defire that you will, 
as foon as you conveniently can, fend me up voiir thoughts 
upon it by way of anfwer as you did upon the lait. Horfeman's 
condudl appears to me moft unaccountable, as indeed fo does 
the magiftrates condudl with regard to the failors now in prifon, 
this affair I think would come in properly enough in our an- 
fwer— as you are now in poffeflion of my memorial, you will 
be able to judge by the inclofed how far they have an fwered it, 
indeed after the long time they took to make their reply, I 
fliould hav^ imagined that they would have produced a much 
more able production. 

Believe me to be, my dear fir, your's fincerely, 

W. Gordon. 

Befides the approbation hinted at in thefe letters, the vice- 
conful received the following intimation from a friend at 
Bruffels who was anxious for the event of this affair. " I din- 
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ed yefterday tete a tete with Mr. Gordon, and faid fa much 
about your affair, that I was ibewn a letter from lord Wey- 
mouth the fecretary of ftate, in which, he fays bow much right 
is on your fide and requires your fupport of Mr. Gordon, but 
ivithal dire<^$ him to zfk with that moderation as may pre- 
icrve count Cobenzl'sfriendfliip (we ought to be furetoprefervc 
the friendfhip of the moft grateful queen of Hungary!, and facri- 
See our own commerciaTofficers to complaiiance to her mini- 
fter)— and condemns very ftrongly your warmth and petu- 
lance exprefled in ]K>ur letters to Mr« Gordon, againft which 
he is cautioned to aft fo as to give no offence— March loth. 
On monday Mr. Gordon had a long letter from Lord Wey- 
mouth, and be read it to me, in that letter was every juflifi- 
cation you can wifli of your condu£):, but orders to do every 
thing in fupport of it with the great^fl politenefs to the 
queen's minifter, however fuch is the tenour of it, I think it 
is a complete viftory in you." — March 17th. The fruits of this 
vidory were the difmiflion of Mr. Mortimer on the 30th of 
the fame month. For which Lord Weymouth is here cal- 
led upon to give fuch a fair account as is due to an injured 
man, whofe fortune is blafled, and whofe private circum- 
ilances are hurt by this ilep. 

Mr. Mortimer left *Oftend on the 5th of April following, 
with a viowc^foliciting fome other employ nient under the go- 
vernment, through the reprefentations of his friends; ani on 
his arrival he immediately waited on' lord Weymouth, and 
jepeatedly left his name and addrefs, both at his houfe and at 
his office, but his lordihip never thought proper to grant him 
an interview ; after fome time, however, Mr. Wood fent 
for him : as Mr. Mortimer had mentioned his cafe to fome 
perfons of rank, particularly to Charles Jenkinfon, £f(|; 
one of the lords of the treafury, who was well acquainted 
with the nature of his fervices in the time of Mr. Grenville^ 
he did not doubt but their interefl and friendfhip had prevailed 
and procured him fome new appointment. With the greateft 
alacrity, therefore, he attended Mr. Wood for the firfl tioie 
he had the happineis of knowing that gentleman. But what 
was his furprize, when he found Mr. Wood had only fent 
for him to reprimand him in a furly, ungenteel manner^ for 
his condud in the affair of Peter Horfeman ; and to acquaint 
him, that lord Weymouth andhimfelf confidered him only as 
Hatton's deputy, and confequently thathe could not have any 
cljftm upon that office. On Mr. Mortkner's remonfbrating, 
with all poffible humility, on the hardfhip of his cafe, Mr. 
Wood told him, he had fomething to mention to him, but It 
fiKmld never go farther thanthat office ; he then proceeded a» 
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follows, ** How came you to write in one of your letters to 
Gordon, that you had the approbation of the admiralty with 
refpe<a to the afFair of Horfeman ? — 1 fuppofe you recolrcft it, 
or fliall I fliew you the copy Gordon tranfmitted to the office ? 
Mr. Mortimer replied, that he poffibly might have written to 
that purport, as he looked upon Mr. Seddon the folicitor*s 
letter to the lords of the admiralty, a copy of which was 
fcnt by their order to him, to be in ta£l an approbation of his 
condu£t, but hoped the dropping fuch an expreflion in a 
private letter to Mr. Gordon, would not be deemed ^ crime 
iufficiem to cancel five years faithful fervices, often perform- 
ed at the peril of his life, for had the fmugglers on the Fle- 
mifli cpaft difcovered him to have been the occafion of the fre- 
quent feizures made in 1764 and 1765, they might have def- 
troyed him as he travelled between Oftend and Dunkirk, 
along a difmal ftrand, for intelligence^ Mn Wood obfcrved 
that he was forry for him, but that it was very unhappy for 
him in his prefent circumftanccs to have offended Lord Wey- 
mouth^ whom, by his application to the admiralty, he had 
made appear to be negligent, and he could take upon hfm to 
fay there never was a -more diligent man in bufinefs.* In fine, 
upon ev^ry remark made by Mr. Mortimer in his juftification 
Mr. Wood only repeated thid emphatical argument,'// will 
not hold water J indeed^ it will not bold water. It muft not be 
forgot however that he further blamed Mr. Mortimer for the 
warmth of his expreffions to the magiftracy of Oftend, which 
was exaggerated by them in their reprefentations to the court 
of Bruffels, and added, that the King was very angry at his 
long memorials to the court of Bruflels, tranfmitted by hiin 
to Mr. Gordon, who fent copies of them to the office. Mr. 
Mortimer is very forry his zeal waa intemperate, but he had 
the lives of brave Englifli feamen to prote£l, one of whom 
fince their eiilargipment (for the magiftracy of Oftend was ob- 
liged to difcharge them) has been with him in London to 
thank him for having faved their lives i and further informed 

* The af&ir of the mediterranean pafs, naturally engaged 
Mr. Mortimer to lay the cafe before the lords of the admiral 
ty, and the pique was, that lord Weymt)uth was robbed of 
the merit of having fupported the caufe of the failors, by the 
prior opinion of the admiralty i but he alone is to blame, for 
no anfwer could Mr. Mortimer obtain to the firft letter he 
wrote defiring inftrudtions in the affair, which he directed to 
Mr Frafer, not knowing who was afling under- fecretary to 
lord Weymouth, as they did not vouchfafe to notify it to 
]|iqi, WX U> gorrefpond with him on the kin|;'^ bufiners^ 
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hlni) that Mr, Irvine was fo candid, as to order him to wait 
on Mr. Mortimer to return him thanks. Mr. Wood having 
declared to fome of Mr. Mortimer's friends,that it wasimpofli- 
ble for him to do bufxnefs in Flanders after his unhappy dif- 
pute with the court of BrulTels, and Mr. Irvine having fup- 
ported this affertion on his arrival at Oftend, by informing 
the Britifli fubjefls, " that the Flemifh government would 
not fufFer Mr. Mortimer to ftay any longer in the country,*' 
he judged.it expedient to write to his excellency Comte Co- 
benzl, who conftantly fliewed him marks of his efteem as a 
private gentleman, and this great minifter, whofe abilities are 
perhaps fuperior as a ftateftnan to any one man in Europe, 
immediately fent him an anfwer — his letter containing other 
matter, it will be fulficient to give the extra£): relative to that 
fubjeft; 

■ ■ ■ Je fuis fache monfieur, que vous aiez cru pouvoir pre- 
tendre comme vice-conful, des droits, que le government ne 
pourroit pas admettre, mais je n*ai point infifte fur votre rap- 
pel, comme vous paroiffez le croirc : quoiqu'il en foit, je ne 
fuis pas moins fincerenient, &c. 

Brujelks le l Maii, 1768. . kCCobenzL 

A Monfieur^ 

Monfieur Mortimer a devant vice-coriful 
pour fa Majejie Britannique a Oftende^ (^c. 
a Londres. 

Thus terminated the connexion between Mr. Mortimer 
and the under-fecretaries of ftate, and though repeated appli- 
cations have been fince made by his friends, in the courfe of 
fifteen months, to procure fome redrefs for the injury he has 
fuftained, hitherto every attempt of that fort has proved in- 
effe<ftual ; but thanks to the generous encouragement given 
by the public to literary produdions, he has been enabled 
tofurmount every inconvenience to which ** the infolence of 
office" had expofed him, and'being now an independent Eng- 
lifbman, he hopes to prefer ve that charadler, and his zeal for 
the true intereft of his country inviolate, to the laft hour of 
his exiftence. 

To the Editor of the POETICAL REGISTER. 

J Jhort Sermon on the divine Foundations of Liberty y civil and 
religious. 

SIR, 

AS vou have given a place, in your valuable Regifter,'to 
a former fernign, I beg the feme indtflgence for another 
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difcourfe upon an apoftolical canon. — Honour all men^ Lvat 
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. — ^My bufmefe 
ihall be to attempt the genuine fenfe and meaning of this ca- 
non. 

And firft^ by honouring all nun^ cannot intend all men col- 
leftively j becaufe a great part of mankind, are, by tKeir 
vices, the obje<Ste of contempt ; the Greek wa>la? (hould there- 
fore rather intend, the great publick, and will be the fame 
with that public fpiritednefs or l6ve of our country, the weal 
and profperity of which is the firft objeft of our efteem, con- 
fidered as focial creatures. We are to do our utmoft, expref* 
fing a firft care to fecure our conftitutional rights, privileges, 
and immunities, from the hands of violence and arbitrarjr 
will ; and in the defence of thefe facred things, our lives and 
fortunes fliould not be accounted too coftly a facrifice. 

&^ond\y^ Love the brotherhood. Now I would obferve, that 
with brethren, among whom love is reciprocal one towards ano- 
ther, there is no fuperiority and inferiority found; no pre-emi- 
nence fuppofable. But the alpirants after power, the affuming fpi- 
rits thatwould give law to confcience, have been the fcandal and 
reproach of the Chriftian profeffion in all ages of the cjiurch ; 
and have occafioned all the aniraofities, contentions, and divi- 
fions which have difgraced that profeffion. The very words, 
churchy faith^ orthodoxy^ have been made to fe^ve the ba(e pur- 
pofes of the haughty, enflaving prieft ; and to affift the civil 
magiftrate in fupporting a civil tyranny. Secular, exclufivc 
advantages annexed to a civil church •eftablifliment, have, by 
the pomp and parade of a dignified canonical priefthood, 
blinded the eyes of the people ; and from its dazzling fplehddr 
and magnificence they have concluded upon its being the on- 
ly true religion : and hence the dijftdents who have avowed 
the rights of confcience, and flood faft in that liberty where- 
with Chrift has m^de his difciples free, having neither moft . 
reverend, nor right reverend fathers of God among them, 
nor any mafters, but being all brethren, are branded 
with the name of~ fchifmatics and fanatics. — Whereas the 
right of private judgement held facred, is the only poffib!e 
way of holding the unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace. Love 
of the brotherhood is not at;tainable on any other principle, 
than that of an equal claim to the rights of private judgment, 
in all matters of faith and worfliip — one is your tnajier^ even. 
Chrifl^ and alt ye are brethren. 

Thirdly, Fear God: Reverence the God. (to» Bm) There 
being but one objeft of religious worfliip, to which we give 
all the heart and foul. We may call no man father, father 
in Qod, right reverend, or moft reverend father in God. 
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Catt no man jour father on iorth i for one isyonrlfatbir, who- is 
in heavtn. 

A fourth branch of the apoftollcal cation is, honouf the 
King^ or the Emperor, i, e. the fupreme, civil power. But 
here we muft carefully diftin^uiih between the rights of 
God, and thofe of Cxfar, We arc not to allow Caefir to 
.exercife dominion over us as religious creatures ; he has no 
authority to give law either to our faith, or to our worfhipr^ 
for whilft we render to Cafar the things which are Cafar*Sy %juc 
tnuji render to God the things which are GoePs. Now God alone 
is the ofaje& of religious worfliip, therefore whatever con« 
cerns the exprefTion of our homage to him, can no. more be 
prefcribed by any decree of Caefar, than Caefar can be a com- 
petent judge of the real nature and complexion of the ho~ 
mage which we do feverally pay to our maker ; fo that if 
Caefar does but take care that his own homage be acceptable^ 
this is all he is able to do iajthe province of religion.— How* 
ever, when the fupreme civil magiftrate approves himfelf a 
sninifter of God, by being a terror to evil doersy and a prai/e 
Jo them who do wellj fo far he is entitled to honour; and 
every dutiful meafure ihould be taken in fupport of his go- 
vernment. But, on the reverfe, when Caefar violates the 
compadl between him and the people, and departs from the 
defign and end of government, which is to protect and de- 
fend thofe whom he governs, in all their juft and equal' 
rights and privileges, and to fecure them from the hand of 
oppreffionj I fay^ when Caefar departs from this end of go- 
vernment, and is determined to exercife defpotic fway 
of the fceptre, he forfeits the allegiance of all his fub- 
je£b, except thofe only who have agreed with him to fupport 
this tyranny. 

Thus I have, in a brief manner, given what very obvi- 
oufly appears to be the fcnfe of an apoftolic canon. — If thefe 
ideas did but take poiTeffion of the minds of the bulk of 
profeffing chriftians, the rights of humanity would be far 
better underftood, and the artful fchemes of political priefts 
and princes to enflave the people, would lofe their influence 
^nd efficacy, to the vaft emolument of both civil and re- 
Jigious fociety ; and then we fliould hear no more of epifco- 
pihng America. The Preacher. 

To the Editor of the POLITICAL REGISTER, 

SIR, 
TT is evident that though theterms whig and tory have almoft 
* lo^ their ej^iftence, yet the virulent rancour and fpirit of 
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t&ofe uglf words, ftilt remain, in the fame force as in the^ 
latter end of the reign of queen Anne. Every one knows 
that there was a ftreauous eiFort made in tho{e days of fac- 
tion to bring in the pretender j Atterbury bifhop of Rochefter 
had entirely perfuaded the queen that me was no better than, 
an ufurper, while flie kept the rightful heir from his heredi- 
tary throne. She actually believed th^ vile infmuation, nay, 
went fo far, as to have an interview with him at a mafque- 
rade, where he appeared in the drefs of a cardinal ; (he her- 
felf was hat) ted like a mother-abbefs— every one knew the 
queen, but no one knew the chevalier de St. George : for 
this reafon they had upwards of two hours conference, with- 
out interruption ; in which the preliminaries of refignation 
in her brother's favour (as the tories fuggefted he really wasj[ 
were adjufted, and the defigned operation was to have been 
fiipported by the tory party in England backed by the popifhi 
powers of Europe. — The el6flor of Hanover apparent heir, 
had his fpies near the queen, who faithfully difcharged 
their duty by frequent and repeated informations of th» 
danger : but when the chevalier was admitted up the bacl^ 
ftafrs into the queen's clofet, the ele<3or thought it high tim^ 
to enter the lifts, and openly declared his defign of coming 
to London, which alarmed the queen fo much, that fiie a^ 
openly forbad it. The treacherous miniftry faw themfeJve^ 
and their machinations not only watched, but nearly detected. 
A writer of fccret memoirs relative to that crifis goes perhaps^ 
too far, nor can we, as hiftory is filent'on this point, vouch 
for the authenticity of the relation. I have, notwithf^and- 
ing, tranflated the paffage from the French author, then (as 
he fays) in London : — " After the death of queen Anne, it 
•' was hackneyed by cabals that her majefty had been poi- 
** foned, and diat a certain great phyfician,^ then in or- 
^* dinary to the queen, had been bribed to execute that coup 
** (T eclat I — for on king George's acceflion in 17 14, that 
** identical phyfician, who was a Dutchman, was ibon after 
" knighted, and made the new king*s .phyfician in ordinary. 
*' The king of Sweden, Charles XII. iad premeditated tte 
*' dethroning George, and placing the chevalier on the 
** throne ; it is well known that Charles XJL was fhot as he 
" wasreconnoitring at Frederick fhall;^ and it evidently fhe wed 
*' how great a Machiavel George L proved himfelf to be, 
" when, in a very fhort fpace of time, two fatal pills had 
" been given to two princes his mortal foes. — Sanguinary 
" meafufes (continues the writer) are looked upon in the 
" cabinets of princes, as no more than a fpecies of phlcbci- 
" toaiy ufefuf to the ftate whci\ a tlangerauai plethora ap- 
proaches 
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•f proachesj and of two evils, the Icfs malignant is moft 
•' eligible ; *— the firft, probatum ejl^ was executed while 
•f George was at Hanover, which put an end to the.tory 

' •' defigns ; and the laft, was adminiftercd when he was 
•* at London : the former to fave the nktion from a popijh 
^^ fuccejffor^ th^ quQcn^s reputed brother ; the latter to fave him 
*' and his crown from the almoft invincible arms of the 
" King of Sweden ; — nor is it a wonder that George, who had 
*' the refolution to have Count Conningfmark Cut to pieces at 
" the palace of Herenhaufen, and to immure his own confbrt 
*' for life, fliould afterwards to eftablifh his undoubted 
*' right to the throne, purfue fuch meafures for more 
•' potent reafons of ftate, — the former was of a private na- 
** ture, in which his confort was really innocent ) he was 
*' abufed by the intrigues of a woman he loved better, the 
*' dutchefs of Munfter, who, after the manner of lago, 

*' had brought him — where he Jhould find the Count 

*' foliating his wife^ — though the felicitation was, like that 

'" of CaJJioy to reinftate the count in his favour, and this ex- 

** ecution on Coningfmark was looked upon by fome 

** as a juft judgement for the murder of Mr. Thynne by the 

*' Countl And the fame rigid juflice appeared on his 

** acceffion to the Englifh throne, for he told his minifters, 
" that he did not underftand their language, nor much of 
*' their laws, but, that if they brought him any warrant, 
*' writ, or power to be figned by him, which was repugnant 

*' to the known laws «r ftatutes of the realms, he would 

*' and then he made the fign of amputation by drawing his 
" right hand acrofs his throat. — And from his integrity and 
•' refolution during his reign, he was furnamed, as he in faft 
** merited, George the just." Thus far the French me- 
morialift. 

To return. — I have often remarked, Mr. Editor, that there 
IS a more' fubftantial difference between one whig and another 
.and between torv and tory^ than between a whig and a tory. In 
Scotland, toryiJjm2.tii Jacobitifmv/erc dlwTiys ihtfame. And, con- 
fequently, a Scotch tory differs very eflentially from .an Englijh 
one, who is generally a well-wimer to the proteftant fuccef- 
fion ; for we cannot, with any propriety, call an Englijh Ja- 
cobite^ a tory. There is alfo an eflential difference between an 
Engltjh and a Scotch Jacobite^ if we fuppofe them analyzed 
from whiggifm and toryifin in general j the fame obfervation 
is applicable to the Irijh, and from thence we may fafely con- 
. elude, that the caufes on which thofe differences were found- 
ed, have no longer exiftence, and that they were, in them- 
felves, notpnly unjuft, but ^bfurd.—The Jacobite party in 

Scotland 
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Scotlaiid took its t)riijJn and (till its latQ afcotitionl its ton-' 
tinuation from the clergy who w^re eftablifhed there at the late 
revolution. — If King William duiit have followed the dic- 
tates of his own policy he would have continued them ; bui 
he found this to be incompatible^ not only with his intcrefij 
but his fafety j and the prclbvterian woffhip being 
cftablifhed, afl the Scotch bi/liops and clergy were turned out 
of their livings to make roosn for the pre{byteiy.r-^They^ be- 
ing thus difcarded, could no otherwife maintain, their au- 
thority over their adherents than by preaching up the heredi- 
tary right of thofe for whom they fufftred, which they did^ 
with fuch fuccefs, as rendered the union of the two crowns 
an indifpenfible m'eaiXire, for they more than on oe endangered 
theproteftant fucceffion, and at laft produced the rebcUion-.of 
1715, and that of 1745. — From the time of fuppreffing the 
former to the breaking out of the latter, the fame let of men* 
or their fucccflbrs, invariably propagated the fame doctrines, 
^hich product J the fame effect, a frefti rebellion 5 notwith- 
ibnding the footing which the principles of liberty had ob* » 
tamed in that country, during the intermediate fpace of ti;nej 
VIZ. thirty years. VhiB accounts for the pi\.'vailing growtk 
0^ Scotch Jacobites^ und the extreme dearth of Scotch toriesi 
whofe grand characieriftic is a reverence for the church of 
England. At the time of the revolution the bulk of the Englifli 
M^fgyof iUl denominations kept their livings, and only a few, 
unc'er pretence of confcienc^, loft, or rather refigned them j 
and thofe few were very inconfiderable, both as to their tem- 
poral interefts, or natural abilities \ they being thcpooreft 
and the leaft literate of any ; for thofe who were rich dif- 
penied with iheir confcienccs to preferve their interefts ; and 
thcfe who had real knowledge had too much fenfeto part with 
realities for fhadows, or loTe their fortunes for a mere charac- 
ter with their party; which may, in fhis point, account for . 
the very fmall number of nonjurors that have openly declared 
themfejves from the revolution to this time. — i do not mean 
Jacabitc by the word nonjuror^ for though every proteftant: 
nonjuror ^if any fuch tlwre can be) is a Jacobiie^ yet very, few 
yacabites are nonjurors. 

An Englifli Jacobite is a tory^ heated with noife and non* 
icnfe, vvithouc either, meaning or j)rinciplc, bat quickly 
cqoi on the very firfl-, .or near approacn of danger to his per- 
son orcxpenceto his nnanees ; but the Scotch Jacuhits^ tho* 
equally abfurd and ridiculous, is mort ftea^ly, reioiutc, and 
iiiilexible ; inflexible through obuinacy aiKt rdf-v/ill, through* 
I'iitional pride or family perveriencls.— -I'hc links cf this- 
ciiii] were hov/evcr h;'.p,>iiy broke- en tiie diffolution of the , 
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hereditary jurisdiction over the clans, and when vaflalage eva* 
porated, Scotch Jacobitifm in the fame period went off in fume* 
Hence it follows that the root of danger to England, lay in 
the QUted clergy at the time of rfic revolution, who, as well 
as their followers, engrafted politics on reiigion^ and n>ade ial- 
legiance to the abdicated family, the teft, purport and cri- 
terion of falvation ; but fome wife precautions of govern- 
ment, together with the laudable fjiirit of liberty which took 
life from thofe precautions, have nearly annihilated that let 
of clergy, fo that in a few years more, our potter ity mu ft 
have recourfe to a diftionary to find out what the word Jaco^ 
bite can poffibly mean. 

Now a Scotch whig was always a revolutionift in appear- 
ance ; but the fupport of the preftyterian religion was pri- 
marily and fubftantially the capital article of his political 
faith ; and for this effential reafon becaufe there was no al- 
ternative between a Jacobite and a prejbyterian in Scotland. 
- An Englifli whig on the contrary feldom gave.himfclf any 
uncafinefs about religious punftilios, provided that the a^ 
of fettlement was fafe and fecure, and the power of France 
reduced ; and this lukewarm indifference gave the tories a 
handle to reprefcnt fuch a perfon to the common people, as 
an athieft, or at beft a deift.— The Scotch whigs or prejby-^ 
terians {for they are both the fame in principle) did indeed 
fuffer a caufekfs perfecutipn under Charles II. and his bro- 
ther James, who treated them as the original authors of 
their father's misfortunes ; they long bore the lafli, arid were 
unwilling to be reduced to fubmit to the EngUfli government. 
Time and policy however melted down their pique, and the 
Scotch prelbyterians have for many years behaved as a mode- 
rate fet of men towards their opponents ; now an Irifli 
wbig differs greatly from an Englifhor a Scotch one ; all/>r^- 
iijlants in Ireland arc whigs^ and the horrible maffacres 
perpetrated upon theperfons of their anceftors, have im- 
preffed them with an indelible a verfion to that religion and 
that fet of men who certainly retain the fame fanguinary 
principles, and the reafon why this ant nathy has not fo foon 
fubfided among I he Irilh as the Scotch whigs is, becaufe the 
profeffors of mat religion from which thty fuffered fo much 
arfe more numerous in Ireland than thofe of the proteftant 
faith. This is ,a confideration that obliges the Irifli pro- 
teftants to be upon their guard, and to catch at, nay fome- 
times magnify an alarm ; and hence the Irifli tories or papift* 
are to this day forbid the ufe of arms under fevere penalties; 
However thofe feverities may h^ve been carried to extremi- 
ties, and though after the flight of James ftom the Boync 
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169^, the penal laws were neceiTaryy yet the Iriih behaved 
very quiet in both the rebellions of 17 15 and 1745; and it 
is to be obferved that the continuation of thofe ieveritics, 
from the battle of the Boyne to this day, have obliged the 
papifts to enter into the French fervice, which has furnifhed 
Trance with the beft officers flie can boaft of, and is an eter- 
nal monument of our deficiency in political knowledge, for 
all the catholic powers in Europe, though they will not per- 
mit proteftants to becon()e citizens, and enjoy the privileges of 
denizans or burghers, yet they admit them without heiitation 
into the military fervice. 

To A J U R Y M A N. 

SIR, Nolumus Leges Anglia mutari, 

IT is an Engliihmah's peculiar happinefs, that as he is 
bom to inherit his lands, fo he is to inherit the laws, 
which are his birthright ; and if he would keep the one, he 
muft be careful to prefcrve the other. The laws are the 
palladium of property ; they are the fureft fafeguard of our 
lives, and the firongeft fence to our lands. All law is, or 
ought to be, right reafon ; but there ever was, and always 
will be, a ftruggle between mens reafon and their paffions, 
between law and arbitrary power. The laws of this nation, 
as by a compact with the crown in the Magna Charta of 
this kingdom appears, do indeed defend and fecure the lives, 
liberties, and properties of the fubje£t, as far as human pru- 
dence could devife. But the grand or principal law of this 
land, on which the juftice of all the reft depend, is that for 
trying all difputes and differences between fubjedl and fub>^ 
je<ft, and all crimes againft the crown, per Paresj or by a 
jury of twelve honeft men, of the fame rank and degree with 
the perfons difputing or accufed ; who are to be eledted with- 
put prejudice of party, and arc bound by oath to try fuch 
difpute, difference, or crime^ according to the beft of their 
4anderftanding5, and to bring in according to theii* confciences 
an impartial verdift. 

Our anceftors were indeed fo juftly jealous of their liber- 
ties, and fo careful to arm againft any unjuft profecutions of 
the crown, that they fixed grand juries as an advanced 
guard, who *were, before any profecution could be carried 
bn, to find it Biila vera^ that there was juft caufe or reafon 
fo^ it. But this grand barrier of Britiih liberty has been 
often bore down by arbitrary power, and profecutions carried 
on againft the fubjeft by ftar-chamber informations. But 
though profecutions by information are now become com- 
ippn, yet they are rieverthelefs a national grievance, and a 
' * G 2 ' very 
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very great encroachment upon our laws 'and litcftie^j ^f^ 
- fliould therefore teach us to be more vigilant and careful in 
keeping thofe. rights which yet remain. Though trials p^ 
Paresy or by a jury of twelve boneft men, of equal ranjc 
with the perfon tried, is yet left us, and is indeed the great 
law on which all our lives, liberties, and properties depencj^ 
yet there has been lately a doctrine inculcated that tend^ to 
deflroy the very ufe and effence of th^m : That which arbjr 
trary power cannot batter down, it nniay undefmine. 

The forms of. juries, as of parliaments, have by long ufagC 
been rendered too facred to be attacked ; but what does thp 
-form of any thing avail without the ufe? As hypocrify in re^- 
ligion is a great afFrpnt apd mockery of God, fo good forms 
kept up in any ftate, are^ when turned to bad ufes, a grofs 
afFrpnt and, mockery of the people. ' ~ 

It has lately been by fome confidently afferted, that juries^ 
are not judges of law, but of fail only : What can be more 
fajfe? What more injurious to the fubjeft? Or, what can 
tend more to overturn all our laws and liberties ? For if this 
pernicious doftrine fliould be allowed, juries would be fo far 
frohi being a fecurity to the fubjeft, that they would be then 
a. fnare; and that which our anceftors intended as a bulwark 
to defend our lives and properties, would become a ftrong 
engine to batter them down ; becaufe any perfon might then 
be profecuted for'tHe moft innocent aftion ; nafy, indeed, for 
. adding according to any law of the land, which arbitrary 
power did not like, and found guilty, and puniftied at the 
pleafure" of the cOurt; for they need only to charge fuch 
adlion in the information to be feditious, traitorous, &c. anil 
then to prove the facS, and the jury muft of courfe bring hitii 
'in guilty, if they are not judges of law, but of faft only. 
But this wicked dolftripe, that tends to fubvert all our laws 
and Jibcrties, is riot more contrary to reafon than pra6fice: 
For do not juries, upon all ihdidmentis for murder, take 
upon them fclves to judge whether the prifoner be guilty of 
inurder or manflaughterj and find accordingly ? When a per- 
fon is profecuted u^on any ftatute, is not fuch flatute ufiially 
read to the jurors? For what reafon? But becaufe they fliould 
judge whether the matter of the perfon accufed be within 
•fuch ftatute or riot:. Are they not then judges of law as well 
as fa6l? Is not th6 juror's oath. Thai he will well and truly , 
iry^ and true Deliverance make ^ that is, that they will fully, 
truly and impartially try the prifoner, whether he be guilty 
of the crime-laid to his charge, or not, and according to their 
confci<!nccs eithcf 'aciquit or condemn him? In their oath 
there is nothing of this new, unjuft, and dangerous diftinc 
tion between matter of law and mjitter of faft, but they are 
'/' -■ ■" " ■ ■"' fworn 
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fwora to try the prifoner iiupartially, and, aceording to tlie 
J)eft of their underftandings, to bring him in guilty or not 
guilty. The firft part of a jury's conftderation is indeed, 
whether the matter laid to the charge of the prifoner be a 
,crimeornot; the fecond, whether or no he committed it. 
If the matter laid to the charge of the prifoner be not itfelf 
a crime, how can any jury, without breaking their oaths, 
bring. him. in guilty of the fail? Is it not the greateft ab- 
furditjr to fay, that a man is guilty of an innocent aftion? 
Can mnocerice be guilt? Whenever a jury bring in the 
prifoner guilty of the faft, vet not being convinced in their 
confciences of the crime ot it, leave tliat to the court, 4t is 
commonly called a fpecial verdid; but the proper appellation 
is indeed, Special Perjury, becaufe they do not,,according to 
their oaths, well and truly try, and true Deliverance make: For 
.when a jury are not convinced in their confciences, that both 
^he matter laid againft the prifoner be fuch a crime as is mien* 
jtioned in the ^di(^ment, and that he alfo committed it, they 
^re bound hy their oaths to bring him in Not guilty. 
. Juries fbould indeed always confider by what method the 
prifono: before them ftands acotfed ; if he does not ftand 
there according to the conimon legal manner by a prefent- 
inent of a grand jury, but by information, they may then 
very reafonably fufped, that the prifoncr's crime is not fuch 
,as it is called ; becaufe profecutions by information are fel- 
.dom brought, ibut when no grand jury will find the bill; 
and therefore they fhould in fuch cafes always fupply the 
place of a grand jury, by taking upon themfelves to deter- 
tnine-the nature of the crime, and not by an iniquitous fp»- 
.cial verdict caft the prifoner, as it were, into the power of 
his profecutor. Junes are bound to fee with theif own eyes, 
and not through the optics of the bench ; nor are their con- 
fciences to be controuled by the court. 

There are cafes 'indeed relating to property, that often 
Jiappen between fubjed and fubjeit, which arc more intri- 
cate, and require nice diftinftions; here the judges muft 
help the jury to diftinguiih : But in all criminal cafes, be- 
tween the crown and fubjeft, the crime of the fadl, as well 
as the fa£): itfelf, fhould always be fully and clearly proved , 
to the fatisfa£ti6n of the confciences of the jury, or other- 
^wife they cannot, without perjury, but bring in the prifoner 
Not Guilty; ' 

Lawyiers often puzzle themfelves, and perplex others, 
,with nic6 and fubtle diftinSions about the true meaning of 
words ; and I think they have diiFercd in opinion in no one 
)nore, than in the word libeL Some lawyers wjll fay. That 
a libel may be either true or falfe -, and that its truth makes 
**•: •" • " ' • it 
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it rather more- a libel, than if it wasfalfc: But who wa» 
«ver yet profecuted for v^riting or publifhing a libel that was 
true ? I believe no perfon was ever yet profecuted for 4 libel, 
where the ^fotdfai/i was not exprefly mentioned in the in- 
dictment; tberfore it appears plain to me, that falfehood 
miaft be joined to defamation, to make a libel. 

That great lawyer, my lord chief juftice Hx)lt, fays; 
Thai whoever fi£erts things in wrhingy muft atfo^ at bis peril^ 
frove tbim to be irui. 

If what a man has wrote or publiihed be imthj with whaLt 
confciience can a jury bring him in guilty of writing or pub- 
liibipg ^ifalfe libel ? It is furely contrary to right reafon, and 
therefor^ Ihould be fo to law too, to charge a perfon with 
|>ubli&ing a libel that is falfe, and yet refuie him the liberty 
of proving it to be true ; f^ch refufal cannot bttt be, to every 
lioneft man's confcience, theftrongeft evidence of its truth. 
Can right reafon call truth a crime? if not, I. hope the laws 
©f England never will. Miferable indeed muft be the ftate 
of that, people, where writing truth againft a man, is ac- 
counted a crime \ but writing falfehood againft God, none. 
Yet I own I difcommend, nay, highly blame, the writing ok 
even truth itfelf, if defamatory, when it concerns only pri- 
vate perfons: But if the rights or liberties of the publick am 
•ny ways interefted, truth, and all the truth, however defa- 
matory, ought always to be tc^d ; for. otherwife, bow could 
the publick ever oppofe any oppref&on at all ? As, fuppofe » 
loan was, by arbitrary poWer, illegally imprifoned, and de- 
nied the coinmon relief of the law; irj fuch cafes, would not 
the publick be highly cpncerned therein? For, might not 
the fame hard treatment be every man's cafe? Should not 
therefore fuch man publickly complain thereof, and make bis 
true cafe known to others, that thS^y might take proper mea- 
fures to prevent its being their own ? 

To make a libel of any writing, the words ai it fhould 
not have a forced meaning by iilnuendoes, drawn from zxk 
orator's fertile brains, put upon them; but the fenfe of them 
fhould be plain, clear and obvious to everyone; for other^ 
wife, fo great is the lawyer's art, that he would wiredraw 
tieaton from the moft facred truth, and make a libel of the 
lord's prayer: As for inflance, in thefe words, \ For thine is 
the kingdom;' Oh, fays Mr. Attorney, that is atreafonable 
cxpreiTion; for, by innuendo, it is faying the king bath no 
right to the crown. .There arc, indeed, no words which 
lawyers cannot, by forced conflruftions, torture into treafon; 
jurymen may therefore well fmile, when they fee thofe learn- 
ed and. eloqu^t gentlemen take fuch pains to perfuade themj 
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tbat fuch irorfk carry a very different fenTe from what tkeir 
own reafon plainly tells them. 

Publick grievances can never be redreffed but by publick 
complaints; and they cannot well be made without the 
pr^fs: Now, if publick oppreilions cannot poffibly be re- 
moved without publick complaining] and, if fuch cqmr 
plaints, though ever fo juft and true, ihould be deemed libels 
againft thofe who caufe them, would not th» rights and li- 
berties of the publick be in a fine fituation? Our laws woul4 
be then delufions, our rights but ihadow5, and our liberties, 
a dream. To fecure the lives, liberties and properties of the 
fubjedl from^ all fuch oppreifions, is the fole end or intention 
of juries; and while they a6l according to their oaths, they 
will be a fufficient guard again ft them. 

There is a noble inftance of the firmnejs and integrity of 
a jury, lately publifhed in the cafe of John Peter Zenger» 
Printer, at New York; who was profecuted, by informatioa, 
for publifliing a falfe libel againft the governor. Mr. Ha- 
milton, the prifoner's council, juftly and bravely owned his 
client's publifhing it, but infifted it was not fal/e^ and wouU 
hav? produced witneffes to have proved its truth, but was 
denied by the court. In this. caufe every artifice of arbitrary 
power was ufed ; and the judges plainly (hewed, that they 
fat there only during the governor's pleaiure : Yet, notwith- 
ftanding all the partial influence of power, an,d bafe direftioa 
of the bench, the jury, to their immortal honour, acquitted, 
the prifoner, by bringing in their verdiit. Not Guilty, 

Since which we have had at home, at the trial of Mr. 
Owen, for publifliing the cafe of Mr. Murray, a more glo- 
rious inftance of the wifdom and confcientious firmnefs of a 
jury ; for though the profecution was carried on againft him 
at the defire of the honourable houfe of commons, yet fuch 
was the invincible integrity of thofe brave gentlemen on 
the jury, that, to the inexpreffible fatisfadion of aJl honeft 
men, and true lovers of their country, and to their own eter- 
nal honour, they acquitted him, by bringing in their verdiift. 
Not Guilty. 

When juries thus a£l according to their confciences, and 
bravely refift the illegal attempts of arbitrary power, they 
not only fecure the lives and properties of their fellow fub- 
je6is, but tranfm it their. names and virtues to poftcrity, in 
the Qiining records of eternal fame. The confcience of a 
jury is the fupreme law, the law of right reafon ; over which 
no rhetorjck from the bar, no direction frpm the bench, 
ftibuld ever have the leaft fway or influence. The hearts of 
honeft men arc the temples of truth, which no intcrcft can 

corrupt. 
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comtptt HO power or perfuafion change: They i^iW ft'atfd^ 
like a rock^ firm and immoveable^ againft all the waves of 
corruption^ or winds of arbitrary power. 

I am, Sur, your humble fervant, ' 

■ , pRITANNlCUS. 

,1 ' - - ' — - ' - - . 

jf Jbort Narrative of a few interejiing FaSfi relating to Corjica. 

A Few months after the Earl of Bute's Peace, a procla- 
mation was iffued from St. James's, forbidding all Bri- 
tifli fubjeits from correfponding with, or giving any kind of 
aid to the Corfican? 5 who, in this proclamation were repeat- 
edly ftyled rebels. Tnis proclamation was publiflied in the 
London Gazette, -~ ' 

In 1767, the French king bought of GenoA the claim of 
that republic in the ifland of Corfica. It was a bstrgain 
much beneath the afFedted honour of France to bay the Ge- 
noefe title to Corfica, which was difputed by the inhabitants. 

in 1768, the PVench invaded Corfica with a confiderable 
army. This extraordinary ftep occafioned a memorial to be 
deliv^ered to the Britifli court from the king of Sardinia, re- 
prefenting the danger to Great Britain, as well as to himfelf, 
that would arife " from fuffering France to acquire the empire 
*' of the Mediterranean, ^^ Thefe words are in the memoriak 
At this time a difp.ute arofe among the Englifh miniftry^ 
about appointing a minifter at the court of Turin, (in the room 
of Ceorge- Pitt, Efq; whi) had rcfigned at the time of the ge- 
neral cledion in cxpciSlatl.on of a peerage.) The friends of Lord 
Chatham and Lord Siielburne, were for Lord Tankerville. 

The friends of the d. of B ^^d and all that party were for 

Mr. Lynch. 'The latter was appointed. This was not the 
only oppofition that was made tj the earl of Chatham's friends 
by the prefent minKiry. Frequent differences happened in 
council, rcrpe<£ling Corfica; fome adhered to' the earl of 
Bate's fyftem, and others were ibr checking the French m 
their operations. Agreeable to this latter opinion, the earl of 
Shelbunie, who, at that time, was fecrctary of ftate for the 
Southern department, fent to the carl of Rochford, the Bri- 
tifti ambaflador at Paris, extraordinary inftrudions on the af- 
fair of Corfica ; and that ambaflador prcfented to the Frenck 
minifter a ftrong memprial on the fubjccl. 

The French minifter fent the anlwer to it to tiie French 
ambaiLdor here, and he waited on die d. of G-^ — ^n. His- 
grace ^Jifavov/ed the whole proceedings, and expreflbd* hisi 
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ftrong difapprobation of fi& meafure, or to that cficdl. The French 
ambaflador fent an account of thefe fentiments'to his Court. Mean 
while Lord RocftfcWrd went on renionftrating« In a converfation be- 
tween the Ftenchminifter and our ambaflador, on the fubjedr of 
Corfica, tj^ej^rench tnimfter told tiprd Rochford, with fome warmth, 
that he hafd eiiceeded his inftru£(ions, and produced the letter he had 
received from the French ambafTador at London. 

It was impoilible Lord Roebford could remain at the Freni^h 
court, after iiich a tranfadion as this } and it was as impoffible that 
Lord Shelburne fhould remain in office, after fuch an inftance of 
controuK Lord Shelburne refigned ; Lord Rochford was recalled, 
and appointed fecrctary of ftate. But, as if the French minifters 
had declared they would riot correfpond with his lordfhip, or for 
other reafons, he was placed in the iVi7r/i&^r» department, inwhi^h 
he could not correfpond with any of the courts at which he had 
lately refided, and of which he smift have knowledge ; and Lord 
Weymouth was removed to the Southern department. Corfica is 
now taken, and it is to be feared added to the dominions of France. 

Jccoknt of the ek^ion of Sheriffs ^ and other important Tranfa&ions at GuiU* 

haU^ on thezj^h of June, 1769. 
ON Sacurdjiy, twins-Mid^niuncr^day, came on at Guildhall the ele£lion for fheriffs and 
otherofficersforthe year enfuing. Previous to the opening of the court, Samuel Vaughan, 
X^; addrefi'ed himfelf to the livery, and ft^ngly recommended decency in their behaviour, 
as the mbft Hkely, and indeed the onlyjaestfis, by which they could accompliih the end for 
which r« numerous a body had aflembled. 

At one o^clock the lord mayor and court of aldermen came upon the huflings, when the 
vecprdcr came fokiward, and attempted to ppen the bufincfs of the day, but an almoft ge* 
neral hifs and uproar enfued, many Calling out for them to confider of a petition in the iirft 
place; on which ^fae lord mayor addreffed himfelf to the livery, and in a very genteel 
ipeeeh ac^aintcd them, that he had. taken a great deal of pains to inform himfelf of the 
duty of Ihs office on the prefent occafion, and that he could not frnd*dne lingla inftance of 
any bufifiefs being done previous to-th^ choice of officers; at the fame time alTuring them, 
that no one had a greater regard td the ilbefty of the fubjc£l than hfmfelf^ but ftrongly 
Teconune:)ded decsencv' and good order; declaring that he would not break up the court till 
fuch time as they had taken the opihioa of the livery relative to the matter they wanted to 
enforce, if the livery would firft proceed to do the bufinefs for which the common hall was 
calhid. This declaration was received with ihouta of applaufe ; but a gentleman expn^fling 
his diflike to the meafnre of delay, aitother clamour arofe, when Mr. Bellas defired to be 
heard, and begged the gentlemen to proceed to bufijv^fs in an orderly manner, as the only 
means to preferve their liberty, and to free themfelvea from the imputation of licentiouf- 
nefs; obferving, that as the lord mayor had promifed not to break up the court till they 
were fatisiied, it would he the height of rudenefs to doubt tte Veracity of their chief ifta- 

• giftrate. This fpeech was attended vwth the defired effcft, and they immediately pro- 
ceeded to the choice of fherirffs, when the /our aldermen below th« chair, and nine com- 
moners, were feverally put up; they were all received with ftroi^g marks of difapprobation, 
and not more than fifty hands heild, up fbri'apy one of them, till they came to James 

• Townfendj^ Efqj andr John Sawbridge, Efqj who were almoft vnanimoufly chofen, and with 
prodigious fhouts ot applaufe. 

Several lithcr ollicers were tjien put up for the enfuing year who are now in office, who , 
all were rech'ofen, except two of the auditors, in whofe room Mr. Deputy Richard Town- 
ftnd and Mr. Boddington fucceeded. 

The lord mayor, aj^eable to hia ptomife, then qame Into court, and faid he was ready 
to hear the livery's propofal ; on which Mr. Lovel got up, and fpoke for near a q^uarter 
of an hour on the tnany grievances, the liyefymen, in common with their fellow citizens, 
laboured under. After he had finiihed, there was a propofal made (which was carried vna 
i.ose) whether the petition ihould ha then read — it was read accordingly ; but my lord 
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mayor be^ed leave to makf oac alteration, which, waai^is, '* That Inftead of. the humble 
petition ot' the lord mayor, aldermen, and livery of thenty of London,"^ it fiidtkld run thus 

— « The humble petition pf the liiery of the tity of JLondon/*i 

The petition was then read a fecond ttae wkh thia alt<ratl«iiy%ttid was unirerially ap«- 
proved of, - .. i. ^ 

A propofal was then made by Mr. Vaughan» that the lord mayor, iht fherffFa>, and tbe 
memhers for the city of London, fltould be requeued to wait on' lus in»je:fty:«vith this pe- 
tition, which, upon holding up of hanclsy was untverfallyapproved, of, , ' - , 

During the reading of this petition, .one article which complains of the two frequent 
call of the military, drew tears from' the eyes of old Mr. Allen, who was prefent. 

Sir Robert LadbK)ke then came forward, and fold the getatlemen of the livery, '* that hm 
not ohiy afle^ted to this propofal, but thought it. his duty.*^ Alderman Beckford bei^ig 
«cxt, addreOcd them, ** by alfuring them he was ever at the fcrvice of the livery of Lon- 
don, that in regard t6 giving in the petition, it was a requeft that mkde him happy, as it 
agreed entirely with his own opinion, and tbat*in regard to the partieVilars of the petttipn 
now read (as iif as he could judge from twi(« hetring it) he knew rooft, if not all of the 
particulars to be fadts, and concluded by referring to his confcience for the uprightnefs'of 
his intentions." . ' 

Mr. Alderman Trecothick next fpoke to tho fame eiFeft) and iaid ht ihonld be happy 
in attending his brother members on this occafion.— The other member, Mr. Harley> was 
act .prefent. • 

A j^otion was then made, and univetfalfy approved' of, to return thanks to the lord 
major fox his great candour and impartiality on this occafion, and it was .coBfirmed by the 
loudeft Aouts of apprt>bationi uponr which his lordihip expreffed his fenfe of the honour 
done him in very |H>lite terms, alTuriiig thein that he Vt)uld, to the beft of liis power, finish 
as he had began his office, with juftice and impartiality. Another motion was then mlde 
for the thanks. of the livery to be returned to their three worthy members, which was 
tinanimpufly voted. After which the bufinefa of the day was adjourned, which during a 
courie of four hours, and the prefence of an unexampled numbtr of Uv^men, W9i con- 
ducted with the greateft fpirit, order, and unanimity. 

Lift of Aldeimen prefent. 
Samuel Turner, Efq; Lord>Mayor» Sir. Robert Ladbroke, father of the city. Sir Thomas 

Rawlinfon. Sir Richard Glyn. William Be<ikfor4i ^^^i Sir William Stephenfpn. 

Sir Robert Kite. Barlow Trecothick, Efq; Brais Cro/by, Efq; Richard Peers, £fq; 

William Nafh, Efq$ Thomas Hailifax, £fq$ John Shakefpear, £%} Samuel Flumbe, 

Efq: Brackley Kennet, Efq; John Klrkman, Efqj 



tdccount of the Proceedings of the Freeholders of the County of Surry. 

^T* H £ gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of Surry, met at Epfom on 
Monday the 26th of June^ tn confequence of feyeral public advertifements, to confi- 
der of the beft conftltutional meafures to be taken in fupport of the right of ele^on : Af- 
ter one o'clock the gentlemen, who were as numerous and refpedable as wc9e perhaps ever 
alferablt^d on any occadon, at that place, entered the bowling-green, wbetc, in the abfence 
of John Thornton, Efq; the iheriff, the hon. Peter King, wa? chofeo to pre£de. Mr. 
King then addrelTed the freeholders, and acquainted them, how neceifary he, and many 
•ther refpe^lable gentlemen, had thought it to call a county meetiagy to coniider of the 
beft meafures to be taken in fupport of the right of ele£Hoo« which he, and they, ^ad 
deemed one of the moft valuable privileges we were pofieiTed of| and in confequence told 
them, they vrere now afl*embled to confider of fuch meafures* Sir George Colebroo^e 
next fpoke in vindication ot one of the moft important rights we enjoy as freemen ; 
ihewed in clear, and approved terms, how that right had been infringed in the cafe of the 
Middlefex elefbion, and made the following motion^ whioh was ^conded by Sir Robe^ 
Clayton, Bart, and unanimoufly agreed to, viz. 

'< That it is the opinion of this meeting. That by the law of the land^ the freehitld^rs 

and electors of Great Britain ha^ an undoubted right to be reprefented in pai-tiaroent^ by 

- any perfon, qualified according to law, who has a ntajority of legal votes j and that they 

hsve reafon to apprehend thefe rights have heen abridged in the cafe of the hf iddleiex 

eleftion." 

After this. Sir George Colehrooke further expatiated on the 6bje^ 4>f the present 
meeting, and acquainted the frediolders, that there appeared in the judgment of the geo- 
tleniOA he had talked with on this eccft&on, ^ttwameaftfetto.be pr9f pfcd for their adop* 

tiOQg 
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tiooy that ilemed likely to proeure redtefs in a cafe aAe^ing the moft important right of 
every ele£lorof the kingdom ; the one, a petition to the King ^ the other, ioftru^tions to b given 
to thexounty reprefent^tives. He gave his reafons why he thouf^t the latter more par- 
liamentary and conftitutionaj, and concluded hit fpeech with a motion for inftruAiona i 
whichr being feconded. Dr. Ailen, mafter of Dulwich coUep, immed'rately addrcifed the 
company, and fhewed how ineffedual inftruAions were likely to prove in the prefcnt 
cife : one of the members bad already done every thing in his power to prevent a viola- 
tion of oar franchifes, and therefore needed them •not : the other, all he could to deprive u^ 
of them, who was not likely, in fkis prefent Situation, to change his opinion, and thcric- 
fore there could be no ufe in inftnt^ing him : he therefore infilled, there was no mea- 
fare fo proper to be taken, at to petition the King on the grievance complained of. In this 
opinion he was ftrongly Cupported by William Ellis, Efqj who ihewed the leg^ity of the 
neafure in clear terms ; fuppcrted it by the example of the pe.iticm of the county of 
Middlefex, and tivery of London \ and declared, that as the ccnftkution had given us the 
right, he thought it the only proper method now to be adopted. 

Sir Jofeph MaWbey next fpoke 'againft the motion for inftrudlions, and infilled on their 
liein^anecefiTafy,' and would prove inefifc^lual in the prefent cafe. Sir Francis Vincent^ 
be obferved, widi an integrity and Independency which had done him honour, had already 
difcbarged hit duty in fuch a manner, as, he hoped, would procure him the unanimous 
thanks of this meeting; and Mr. Ouflow, there was reafon to think, would pay no kind 
of attention to them in the prefent cafe : he therefore hoped a petition would be prepared 
tohis maiefty, in temperate and becoming terms, and full of that duty, love and attachment, 
tbis county has always borne to his majcttyf but, at the fame time, confined to one fingle 
point, and afcertaining in manly terms that right, which we cunfidcr as the foundation of 
all others we.enjoy. Redrefs might be obtained, if, in confequence his majeily fhould 
either think it right to remove fuch of his prefent miniilers, as have cou.^felled and Cup- 
port^ a meaftrre, which has violated the firft principles of the coo(Htution} or fliould dc> 
termine on a diiTolotion of the prefent parliament, which, he heped, would take place, 
fooner than the right of election ihould be taken away. 

After this the Rev. Mr. Home, Claud Crefpigny, Efq; Marchant Tubb, Bfqj 
and ethers, fpoke with great ability, in favour of a petition, and its b'eing immediately pre- 
pared^ and that meafore appoadng ^o be the almoft general fenfc of the company. Sir 
George Colcbroke deckuvd he Would no longer obje^, provided a petition was prepared iit 
decent terms, and confined to the fingle objed of the Middlefex election. 

Thequeflion was, however, foon after put for inftruflions; when there appeared only 
ipnr or five hands in favour of that meafure j and then a motion was made for a petition, 
which was agreed to, mttuMt contradicente^ and a committee appointed of the principal gen- 
tlemen of the county to prepare the fame. 

Sir Robert Clayton then propofed to give the thanks of the county to Sir Francis Vin- 
cent, Bart, in which he was fecondcd by Sir Jofeph Mawbey, and they were given with the 
gieateft unanimity and chearfulnefs, in the following words: 

Refoived, '* That the thanks of this county be given to Sir Francis Vincent, Bart, our 
vrorthy repreientative, for his (If ady, firm, and independent condu£l in parliament, and 
particularly for his endeavours to maintain the rights and franchifes of the freeholders and 
other tledors of England." 

Inunediately after this, Sir Francis Vincent returned thanks to the freeholders, in a 
fpeech, that met with the general approbation of the company j profefling the integrity of 
his intentions, and the grateful fenfe he entertained of their kind acceptance \>i hts fervices, 
and of the great honour done him'. 

Sir Jofeph Mawbey then took notice of the furreptitious meibodp by which the late ad- 
Jrefs was ob|^n'ed, in the name of the county, without previous notice being given; and 
of its being figned by great numbers of unqualified perfons, to the prejudice of the rights 
of the freeholders; and moved the two following ren>lutions; which were ieconded by Sir 
Robert Clayton, and unanimoufly approved of. 

• Refoived, " That the producing an addrefs, in the name of the freeholders of this 
county, without giving public notice of the meafure intended, is a coadndi full of comempt 
and difregard to the freeholders." 

Refoived, '* That the late addrefs, in the name of the county of Surry, was fiirreptiti- 
pufly, and unfairly-obtained; and, having been figned by many unqualified perfons, was, 
and is, an infult on the freeholders, and an infringement of their rights." 

The company then adjourned till after dinner, and the committee withdrew to the ad- 
joining coiFee-houfe, to prepare the petition. 

■ Before fix o*clock in the evening, the petition, which had been prepared by twenty-thr*c 
|tntlemea of the firft rank and fortune in the coupty, was en^ roUld, and read twi^e, by the 
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Von . Mr* K.ing, to the freeholders : it met with their uiiaaimous approbatioa j aad tkey 
cbofe the following gdtatlemeik a coinxnittce to prefent the-iame-to his maje^^ vis. • 

The Hon. Thomas Howard, of Afliftead. Sir George Colebrooke, Bart, of Gatton* 

The Hon. Peter Kiog> of Dorking. Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Bart, of Botleys. 

Sir Fran.Vincent, Barr. of StokeDabemon. Jofeph Martin, Eiqj of Eaftwtck. 

Sir Anthony Abdy, Bart, of Cobham. Anthony Chapman^ £f(|} of Norbury« 

Sir Robert Clayton, Bart, of Marden. Joseph Clarke, £fq} oJF Moulfey. 

AH the above geotlemen, excepting Mr. Howard, whd was kept at home by an unfortu- 
nate event in his family j and Sir Anthony Abdy; who was ill of the gout; eipreCed their 
readinefs to prcfent the petition ; and it was iigaed that night by Sir Francis Vincent^ and 
as many gentlemen as could ftay at Epfom long enough for that purpofe. 

At eight o^clock it was taken away, and will be ient to all the market-towns in the 
county. . . 

Through the whole of this bufinefs, theav appeared a zeal, unanimity, and fpiri;^ whick 
refle^ls great honour on the county of Surry, diiUnguifiied at all times by its attachment to 
the king and his royal houfe, and the caufe of freedom. 

A Defence of the MiddUfex Petition. 
^^{^ £R£ it not that the depravity of the age is at its utmoft pitch of- malignity, and that 
the generality kve darkpejs rather than Hitt, venal and virulent peW woulonot dare ta 
cenfure a petition made to majefty with fo much decency and loyalty, loaded with coal- 
plaints founded on fa^s notorious and inconteftable, and which fill the BritiA mind with 
apprehcnfions the mofl tremendous and horrible. -No man, I fay, would prefume to have 
his letters meet with any other than the indignant eye $ none other touldrun over his foul 
reproaches caft on the Middlefex petitioners : for what provokes his pen is no other than be- 
caufe their truly patriotic minds have been attentive to the weal of the public, and are juf^- 
]y arouzed and alarmed at the impending ruin of our civil conftitution : And what fenfible 
Briton, but may be well alTured the numerous grievances openly laid before majefty, muft 
have as full and conclufive evidence of their reality, as can be need^l to fupport an ad- 
drefs made with fuch folemnity ? If thefe reprefentations thus made had been only fi3i9M 
or romance, the petitioners would have been charged with an unheard of infolcnce, and 
muft have forfeited all the civil rights of fociefy. It is not therefore credible, that fuch 
refpe^lable characters would have dared to approach the prefence 0f majefty with a lie im 
their right hand,. But admit the truth of the leveral articles' of complaint^ every truly 'Bfti- 
ti/h heart muft meditate terror, and tremble at the meafuree taken to enflave a free people. 

Can it be denied, ^' that the m r has employed the force, treafure, and offices of 

the foclety, to corrupt the reprefentatives, and gain them to bis own purpofe ?** And if he 

has, are the people any longer free ? Is not the will of the m r become the fuprema 

law ? Much has been faid to juftlfy the -1-. of in the affair of Wilkes and Lvtterel $ 

^et I do not remember that it ever has been (hewn, the detennination for Lutterel was by a 
majority of free and legal reprefentatlves of the people ; the voice for him was that of die 
minifler, and not of the m— b— s, they were hts paftive inftruments under his influence, and 
had no freedom. Placemen and penf oners, &c, all under the controul of a ftrft lord of the 

t y, faid, yes. . The free and independent m— b— 4 all faid, no. When therefore we 

weigh the evidence by the balance of the fanfhiary, i.' e. by reafon, equity, 2|nd truth, 
Wilkes had the legal right, and Lutterel had no right. , In all courts of judicature, when- 
ever it appears that the evidence had been bribed, fuch teftimony has no force. This 

therefore being the complexion of the , is the bottom of the evil, the root of all our 

dreaded dangers, and the fole power that can enflave us. It matters not what is, or what 
is not tht fowtr of parliament, cither to receive, or to rejeft the perfbns, chofen by the 

people, fo long as the m r has it in his power to make a majority fpeak whatever he 

Ihall propofe to be fpoken by the of . 

The people have been told this athoufand times ; they fee, thcyfeelthe fbockiDgconfcqnencf • 
of being bribed themfelvcs ; and yet they even make choice of the briber 5 nay, they wtUre* 
chufe the placeman ! So powerful is gold, men dread not chains, when made of gold* 
Anon the linkp, neverthclefs, will chafe and g«ll the valTals of defpotifm. We' may go 
on awhile without any thought, v e may banifh all concern about the confequenceaof the pre- 

fenta n, but not any thing is a more certain truth, than that it uniformly fpeaks, and wiH 

fpeak, more loudiy ; all which one Angle word can contain in its full fenfe<--SnBVSRSioif* 

An infamous pen plays with the word difcretivn, as ufed by the Middlefex petitiooCt-s, 
yihp fays, " he is not difcreet enough to difcern how difcrction can put an end to law, li- 
** bcrty and fafety,"— whereas the petitioners exprefsly mentioned, a i»tain unUmiuJ and 
indefinite difcretionary pcwer. But every one acquainted with the ufe of thfe term, eUJcreOon, 
well knows, that it is commonly ufed to denote, ** a liberty of a^ing at pleafure, uncon* 
" ttouled, unconditional power :" as well as that it is alfo ufed for prudeneei but the filly 
;dma diverts himfelf with ringing changes upon the v/ords £fcretion flkid Uidifrretim^ V^W% 
with the fignr.ents of his own crude and idle invagination ; when all the while any man of 
common fenfe could have told him, that a certain unlimited, indefinite, difcretionary power, 
is thercverfeof law, liberty, and fafety* NEVILLE. 

P. S. Should the Middlefex petition be deemed treafonable, we may then beaftuiedj that 



To his Grace tb/ Z)— of C— — — 5j 

My Lot By , 

J SHALL fl^e Dp«|^Ipfnr for, troiu|>Un^your grace with Uik i^y ISirtwell letter, intfo^- 
ing foofi to ^ult t^e fifla of j^olitics.for the Tweeter and mote liappy retirement into the; 
country, there to cultivate my vine at'm¥ fabine farm. Your grace I fuppofe will alJfp 
relax your mind from that- weight of inceflant complaint from a dtfturbed, uneafy people; 
great hare been their fu'fierings, little 'has been their redrefs. The law of the land hat 
been fet afide to make way for the imperial fway of the will of a despotic admiaift?»tipp, 
prone to the inrention of every mifchief that can befall the nation. Our coniitu^Qn la 
no more^ our rights are gone j the times ot Charles the fM feem now t« blend thtVK" 
lielves with the abfurdities and cruelties of Charles the Second $ nor can I thinlip it true 
that thie surb%ary principles of the form^ could ever haye been centered in the defcendants 
of die latter. Yqpiu: g|race*s private charaAer fhall ever remain unattacked by me* Hy 
friej^d Junius, whofe deep piercing pen is fo far fuperior to mine, an4 to every other writer 
of this agei has^Uuily eiidfavoured to trace out the fountain head, £o that it would be 
needlefs for any oncx to attempt it, was |ie inclined' to deduct natural caufes, and to find 
the fpring from whence thofe fulphureous qualitioa in the current proceed. I mcaA to 
point only at thofe who have been the advifers in the late unconftitutioiial proceediogi ; I 
fay vnconftitutiona]^ becaufe I can never bring myfelf to think tJ»t Jijir. Luttrell is the 
chofen representative of the county of Middlefez, or ever intended fo lo b<»by the elet^j 
and thfrcfore I call it a brea<ih of the lautf of this conftitution. 

Times are onl]i^ quiet now becaufe the people fink under the we|g}\t of misfiirtuness tad 
what can, the ume voice of reafon do, when borne down by the high hand of power? 
I have frequently wiihed your grace had no concern with the B—- >-y iribe, and have 

often thpught that a connection in the political fyftem with lord T -e and lord C-.>^-m 

might have once more fhtfted you from pillar to poft to ei\jt>y the fleets of a frdb attad^- 
ment: However forfaken or forfaking, you have at laft riveted your political nail with a 
connubial ^oke, and droVe it home to the head. Such a piece of. policy will, you ^pp^ 
hend, efTedually fecure you againft a northern nipping blaft, and the poifefiion of a virgin 
in the honft oif B*-— d- will amply compenfate all the fatiguing trips that your grace hat 
made through every fign in the political hemifphere. I am in hopes now that forae ad- 
miniftratioa miay be from hence formed that will be a little more permanent than the wea« 
ther. But, alas 1. are we to exped that from the hafty haughty B--— y tribe ? I could wUh 
ibadipefs to honeft roeafures was to be found there; but imagine that their ilrength is«lone 
depended upon by them, both for the coftimand of the d^fet to obuin meafures fuitableto 
their defpotic wills, and for the obedience of a complying P— — t. 

If by fuch ftrength a permanency is to be attained, the and kingdom w\}l foon wiflt 

a ch^ange; nor ihall we then think much of thefe times, though now ever fo loudly ^W 
plained of. Hardihip) and misfortunes, that we judge fo in this age, will then be Uiought 
even mercies and pleafnrcs. 

Now, my lordf when fometimes lawv are relaxed for vitiated purpofes, at other timet 
cruelly firetched beyond their firength^ when the whole fyftem of government is not coh- 
fiftent with the genius of the people, is it not to be fuppofed that law and liberty has fbr- 
fook the land ? and though drove oii^ fxbm among the wicked, will for ever haunt the 
place of its nativity in fpme ghoft'like fprm or other, which cannot bear to q,uit the land 
without recompence made to the injured'fiiade, and when children talk of apparitions, np^ 
thing is fo common as for the fprights to appear. Look you, my lord, 1 think I fee already 

the injured Ghoft of Liberty at the bar of the H-— e of C s to come to tell the tal^ 

of 1769, / 

Tij* In J u a I D Gbos T ©/LIBERTY inijSg at the Bar oftht H — of C^— . 

WHEN aU was clofed in dreadful night, Mr Sp— k— r, 1 came here to wilh. 
And moft things wiih'd rcpofe. With patience you would hear. 

Forth from its tomb the ghaftly fpright 'Tis plaintiff liberty that fpeaks. 

Of liberty arofe, The houfe would lend an ear. ' 

Her features all benumbM with woe. Hear, hear-then fee that breathlefs forpB, 

Her ikin was pale with care. Which thy mifdeeds have brought4 

Her languid limbs' vftre parch'd with grief. Hear, he^^r— behold that empty fliade 

That once fo pHant were. _ Which thy misjudgments wrought. - 

With mournful ftep to find her fpoufc, Laojt hcrc^ and fee the piteous fliape . 

And fcek for f|Wjdo^i tterc. That once fras fond to live : 

$h« wandcr'dto that fatal hojufe S^y, monikers, why did ye dellroy 

From wl^ence her forrows are. That life ye'r6 here to give. 

ShetouchM the bar, aA^ g^vc a groan. The methods took were horrid^ foul, ^ 

Bid ferje^nt hold her Ihrourfi; * ' Through B e and G nswiW^ • 

ShRteokdfbout, and fliook her head, - TheP— :.-.bidthcD— -etoknow 

Andthus bewail'd aloud j She would be ruler ftill. 
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Let B-c himfclf be forcM to fee 

The deadly waffe he's made 
To blaft the fruit that's Britain'k growth 

In liberty's fair inead« 

■Tlieii let faim feel with tortnr'd heart 
The ftrolM be lately gave, • 

For Britons will lanknt the de^. 
And me it to their gra^. 

This foreign P vowM revenge 

On Wilkes's curfcd plot, , 
Kor would fhc reft^one night or day 

TiB full rcvenge'ihe got. 

Then G'-'-n came,, and promis'd much 

If Q. e would firmly iland, 

He*d carry through the wrongs begun 
' With high, ddfpotic hand. 

How could ye (none but ye could do) 

Cutoff my bloom fo foon, 
And let my lafting night come oa 

Amidft its perfeft noon. 

Hear, hear- Thus fell that bolwark faiw 

Which held me faft in hand, 
And with it dragg'd me to its^rave, 
And bade me leave the land. 

. Here then I (land, and firmly alk 
What right ye had to aft 
And judge agsunft the well known law 
Of freedom* and of faft ? 

. What then is gainM by Bl 't book. 

Or cuUM from N— r-'s lawj 
When contradifted by themfelves. 
It matters not a itraw? 

The trcafury band led up the van j 
They then were fure to win, 
. The major part went out with N-h, 
The minor ftaid within. 

How can ye vow a patriot part. 

And yet that vow foriakc 5 
How could ye think to win my heart. 

Yet caiife that heart to break ? 

Why did ye tell to all the world 

Their freedom you'd proted ; 
Yet truly prove thofe gilded words 

To be of none effect ? 
Oft havb I heard this houfe declare. 

That liberty ihould live, 
t When by your wounding words you mean 

Nought elfe but to deceive. 

0(t have I on my bended knee 

Submiffive come to knpw 
YoiirwilU-wha! not, to pleafe that wiU 

Been forc'd to undergo ? 

Where are the few who lov'd me dear? 

Have they forfook the land ? 
Sure they have not been bribed by gold, 

Uof bought by G7— — n's hand. 



Yes, yes, the tale Is furtly tnie^ 

Or elfe no force could do't| 
For Britain's liberty to fall 

A fincrifice to Q— e. 

Where are thofe men who dar'd deftroy 

. The nation's rlgh^ aad- mine.; 
To B— e— 'the Sacrifice was made. 
The /hame» O^G——n*9 thine. 

•What more, ye fiepds, ye'd wiih ta do? 
What treach'rous ills impart? 
Twas you, two hundred twenty-twO^ 
Thatftabb'd nfe to the hearrw 

The tribe of law ftept forth, and took 
Thofe wicked deeds in hand. 

Decreed the law of parliament. 
Is Jaw for all the land. 

The freeman's vote was foon deftroy^d,. 

And with it went his right ; 
The greater number was'the \t&. 

The lefiTer chofe the knight. 

Thus was I flain, and thus I fell; 

Oh cura'd decree of law 
Thus from the kingdom I'm ordainM 

For ever to withdraw. 

The nation lov'd me to the heart. 

And I to it belong'd, 
But parted thus by Aameful ad, 
The kingdom has been wrong*d» . 

Why for fuch hardfliips was I nun'd 

In Britain's faireft ifle ? 
Or fay perfidious why thefe limba 

Were fulFer'd thus to fpoil ? 

Paufe en the wicked deeds ye've done,— 

Dream of the fatal change 1 
-Your crimes are numbered in the book 

Which juftice ihall avenge. 

Say, where your wicked fouls will lodge. 

When from vour bodies fled ! 
Think on \hote pangs ye're foon to feel 

In that tormenting bed ! 

May fpedres ftare ye in the face ! 

May horrors guard ye round ! 
May confcience ne'er forfake fuch fiends. 

But all your thoughts confound I 
Let iCgypt's plagues invent diftrefs. 

And ev'ry art to tea^e. 
Till every Briton's wrong's redrefs'd, 

Ke'er let thofe torments ceafe. 

I am a ghoft 'tis true, you fee, 

I come to haunt the houfe 3 
Your wicked deeds have wrought the 
» change, 

—A lien to a moufe. 

But hark ! the midnight bell has toIPd, 

To call me to my home 5 
A'tone for this your black oifence,-— 

Kemember me when gone ! 

VERIDICUS^ 
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,For the POLITICAL REGISTER* 

The Favoi/rite mma/ked^ or the Hijlory of the IcfmgG^mf 
as it has been playing at a certain C from tbg Tiar. 

1763, to the prefent Time. 

THE wheel of politics in ks revolutions naturally, brings, 
about a fimilarity of circumftanccs and events happen- 
ing at diftant periods, which would often pafs unuotic!ed.by. 
the generality of mankind, if the mirrour of comparifon wat 
not occaftonally held'up to public view. This Cbferyation 
is no where better verified than in the hiftoryW Great Bri- 
tain. We are apt to read with inattention, to admire the 
narrative indeed, of remarkable tranfa£tions as they pafs in 
review before • us, but we feldom take the pains properly to 
inveftigate chara£):ers, to develope the fprings of political 
tranfa^ions, or having difcovered them, to apply them home . 
to the prefent moolent. A little more refle£tion,i and a do- 
fer attention to the mofi; important events in the political, 
hiftory of this nation would foon convince us, that as in the 
animal, the vegetable and the moral, fo in the political worlds 
the fame caufes will ever be produ6live of the fame eflfeAs^ 
And as certainly as the feafons of the year return ; as the 
earth produces aftmially the fame kinds of fruits and herbs» . 
which change not their fpecie.^ as animals, engender* and 
Vol,V. ' I ' , l>ring 
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bring forth their kind with little or no variation in the fixed 
laws of nature ; ahd as virtue and vice alternately prevail 
and ftamp the charader of the times with indurtry, temper- 
ance and fobriety, or with diflipation, riot and profligacy of 
manners; fo will the fame political charaSers rife up in the 
prefent, as were marked and diftinguiflied in the fame country 
in former times, the fame parties will rife again on the poli- 
tical ftage, and perform the fame hiftorical pieces with little 
or no variation, except in the dramatis perfona. One fet of 
a£l;ors die off, and another take up their parts, and as to the 
hero of the piece, all the difference, is, that in the laft century 
it was Charles the fecond^ and to day it is George the thirds who 
receives this benediction at the clofe of the regal table— 
Whom God preserve — Amen^ fays the writer of this eflay, 
and may the fame benediftion alight on all his illuftiious fa- 
mily. In the days of the eafy, good natured Charles, the 
fubje£l was aggrieved, the freeholders of moft of the counties 
in England prefented petitions to the king, the livery of 
London did the fame. The lord mayor, the aldermen, and 
the recorder of the city of London, were rated and rebuked 
at the council board, and a lord chief juftice North advifed 
and framed the following proclamation, which was deemed a 
mafter ftroke, as it formed a very nice diftindlion or what may 
be called a hair-line of partition in politics, between the 
matter and the manner. For fays the chief juftice in council, 
— *' The proclamation (hould by no means prohibit the pe- 
titioning his majefty in any cafe, much lefs in cafe of the par- 
liament. Butitmight take notice of certain ilidefigning people, 
who upon the fpecious pretence of petitioning, went about 
in a feditious and tumultuous manner, gathering hands to 
certain papers purporting to be, Jcc. and then forbid all fuch 
tumultuous and feditious proceedings, enjoining all magi- 
ftrates to ptmifh the offenders. And his lordmip faid fur- 
ther, that fuch a proclamation, though not directly againft 
the thingy but the manmr only, would be a great encourage- 
ment to, and fupport his majefty's friends ; and it was of 
great ufe to furnifh them with apt words, and proper diJiinSii^ 
ens to work withal." Who that will be at the pains of 
examining 4hc writings of Creon, and feveral other mini- 
fterial fcribblers in our news papers, will not be ftruck 
with the fimilitude and cry out, that the nice diftin£lions 
advifed by lord chief juftice Norths are now playing off^ in 
full force againft the freeholders of Middlefex, and the 
livery of London, in the lucubrations of thefe tools of a 
defpicable adminiftration. Weymouth perhaps is in want 
of a precedent, or perhaps the chief juftice does not ap- 
prove 
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prove of the expedient — But as ftatefmen often alter their 
opinions, it is more than pof&ble that if the fpirit of peti- 
tioning circulates, we (hall have a proclamation; it may 
not be amifs therefore to fpare Mr. Wood his under-fecretary 
the trouble of drawing one, (towhofe lot it would certainly 
fall, for he who cannot write a polite accurate card to a chief 
magiftrate, will not furely prefume to write again on public 
bufinefs) by inferting the original by lord chief jufiice North. 
His Majejlys Proclamation againft tumultuous Petitions. 

*' Charles Rex 
Whereas his majefty has been informed that divers evil 
difpofed perfons at this time endeavour, in feveral parts of 
this kingdom, to frame petitions to his majefty for fpecious 
ends and purpofes relating to the public, and thereupon t^ 
colle<ft and procure to the fame the hands or fubfcriptions 
of multitudes of his majefty's fabjefls, which proceedings 
are contrary to the common and known laws of this land^ 
for that they tend to promote difcontents among the peo-^ 
pie, and to raife fedition and rebellion. His majefty con^ 
fidering the evil confequences that may happen if fuch of- 
fence fhould go unpunifhed, and left that any one of 
his good fubjedls fliould be inveigled by plaufible pretences, 
or mould through inadvertency and ignorance, be engaged to 

'a breach of the laws, in any of the particulars aforefaid, his 
majefty therefore hath thought fit (by the advice of his privy 
eouncil) to declare and make the fame known by this his 
ropl proclamation, and doth hereby ftriSly charge 'and 
command all and every of his loving fubjedls, of what 
rank or degree foever, that they prefume not to agitate or 
promote any (uch fubjcriptions^ nor in any wife join in any 
petition in that manner to be preferred to his majefty, upon 
peril of the utmoft rigour of the law that may be inflifted 
for the famel And his majefty doth farther command all 
magiftrates and other officers, to whom it Ihall appertain, 
to take effeftual care that all fuch offenders againft the 
laws be profecuted and punifhed according to their de- 
merits. Given, &c. December 12, 1679." 

It is very remarkable that at this period, the lord mayor 

• was a zealous fupporter of what was th^n ftiled xh^ faSfi^n^ 
and the recorder, Sir George JefFeries, was as ftrcnuous an 

' advocate for the court party, and was accordingly cm- 
ployed by the miniftry to procure a number of merchants 
to go up with an addrefs to the king. *' In their addrefschey 
*' declared this way o^ petitioning to be the method of 1641, 
*' and intended to bring his majefty to the block, as his father 
'* was brought, all which doings they abhorred. This ad- 

l % « drcfs 
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** drefs being moft gracioufly received by the king, the 
.** train took, and the -frolic went all over England, fo as 
** there was fcarce an aflizes, or confiderable town, that 
•* did not fend up their addrefs of abhorrence^ whereby in- 
" ftead of being importuned by fadlious affronts, the 
*^ king was diverted by great variety of loyal profeffions, 
*< and entire reliances u{ion him, and other dutiful ex- 
*** preffions." And at the fame time care was taken undef 
the'fhadowof the proclamation to fignify the king's high 
difpleafure at the petitions, and his determination not to 
receive them. And thus by intimidation on one hand, 
and bribery on the other, the affair of petitioning for the 
Jkting of the parliament y^zs droppci. But as the miniftry 
thought proper to quiet the minds of the people, the par- 
liament was convened, and no fooner fat, but they took 
into confidcration, all the proceedings relative to the pe- 
titions and the addreffes of abhorrence^ and came to the 
following re/olutions. i. That the people have an un- 
doubted right to petition. 2. That to traduce petition- 
Ing, as tumu^ltuous or feditious, is betraying the liberty of 
the fubjed):, and tends to the introducing of arbitrary 
power, this refolution was direftly levelled at rile procla- 
mation. 3.. It was refolved to appoint a committee to en- 
quire after thefe offences. An impeachment in conft- 
quence was moved for in thehoufe againft lord chief juftice 
North, for drawing up the proclamation, but it was fo 
over-ruled by the court party, that it came to nothing, but 
'the recorder Jefferies was reprimanded at the bar of the 
houfe on his knees, and was obliged to refign his office^ 
for having procured the addrefs of abhorrence from fome of 
the citizens, and the fteward of Weftminfter who, had 
been very active in carrying up an addrefs of abhorrence, 
thinking to efcape with a flight reprimand, owned in his 
place, for he was a member of the houfe. That he did pro-- 
mote and carry up that abhorrence^ but he knew at the time^ he 
was in the wrongs only he thought it would pleafe the king y 
and then he aiked pardon of the houfe; but notwithftand- 
ing this fubmiffion, fo greatly incenfed was the parliament 
againft thefe addreffers, that he was firft reprimanded, and 
then expelled. 

It is a pity our comparifon will not hold good in every 
inftance: the late addreffes were as infamous in their ten- 
dlencyj and as bafely procured as the addreffes of abhor- 
rence, and for a time, they flopped the proceedings' of the 
friends of liberty, by preventing the inftruftions intended 
to be given to the reprefcntatives of the, people during the 
^ fitting 
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fitting of parliament. But the parliament was vtrjr far 
from taking anv notice of the addreflers. Upon the whole 
hoi^ever, it is lufficient for our purpofe to haye fhewn, that 
there v^as a time fimilar to the prefent, when the conten- 
tion ran high between adminiftration and the people, aal 
when the one thought proper to prefer petitions of grie- 
vances, and the other to fhield themfelves by a cloud of 
addreiies obtained by bribery, corrupticm and undue in* 
fluence. This parallel is only drawn with a view to in* 
troduce a more ffriking one, which will at once difcovcr 
the aim of a favourite, and account for all the arbitraiy 
proceedings which for fome years have alarmed and dis- 
quieted the public ^ 

About the year 1729, a certain Mr. Winnington^ who 
bad for many years diftinguifhed liimfelf as a remarkable 
JacobiUy profef&ng. a firm, fteady attachment to the^cauib 
of the houfe of Stuart, and upon all occafions, when he 
could do it confiftent with his perfonal fafety, promoting . 
their intereft, fuddenly turned courtier, and was deemed 
by the admin ifllration of that time to be a very confideraUe 
acquilttion to their party. This gentleman aied in 174.6^ 
and 9nK>ng his papers was found a manufcript, entitled 
Art Apfdogy for my condu^ in Parliament^ with this motto, 
Trabttjuaquemfue voluptas. It was printed foon after, and 
in the rotation of human affairs it has fo come to pafs, that 
every line of his apology is at this time truly interefting 
to the friends of our happy conftitution, and merits the 
ferious attention of every loyal fubjeft, who wifhes well 
ta^urAuguflfovercign, and tohis illuflrious houfe. What 
Winnington was, B-r-e may be, and like him, his well 
laid fcene of political hypocrify might not have been dif- , 
covered till after his deceafe, if the fpirit of the people had 
not been fet againfl him. . But a continual oppofition to 
every falutary meafure for the profperity of the kingdom, 
and for the fatisfying and quieting the minds of the people, 
having diflinguimed him and his adherents for a number 
pf years, it has naturally fet the iludious and confiderate 
oir enquiring into the hidden motive for promoting fo mucl| 
national dilcontent. And as the partifans of the earl of 
B — e have conftantly declared that their patron was not 
aduated either by ambition, the love of wealth, or the 
' fpirit of revenge : it feemed neceffary to find out fome 
fixed capital objeft, of all his political manoeuvres, which 
have conftantly indicated a firm attachment to the princi- 
ples of defpotirai, and have always rendered him unpopu- 
lar]^ and in fbnxe KfpciSts deteftable in the eyes of a free 

people. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



< 6o ) 

people* Now if we can prove by analogy of conduft, 
that his lordfliip's principles are the fame as thofe of Win- 
nington and his party ^ we ihall be at no lofs to account 
for the convulfions into which this nation has been thrown 
by the fecret friends of enflaving popery and arbitrary 
power. Nor Ihall we any longer be aft9niflied at the in- 
dulgence granted to th^ Koman Catholics in one part oF^ 
the Britifli empire^ or the unrelenting oppreiSons exercifed 
over the proteftant diflenters in another. 
. Mr. Winnington was nephew to the celebrated Har- 
ley, earl of Oxford, who was prime minifter at the latter 
end of queen Anne's reign. And he gives the following 
account of himfelf. % 

*' My country and prince (the pretender) were ever 

*' in my view, and uppermoft in my thoughts, even in my 
*' tender age, for fo was I tutored to think, before I was 
*' capable of refledion. Yet this prejudice ftrong as it 
*' might have been, was not of force enough to prevent 
** my examining the depth and juftice of the principles, 
*' that had been inculcated fo early and fo carefully. 

** The firft ftep I took in this fo neceflary a refearch 
*' was, to examine the motives, the juftice, the neceffity 
^' and expediency of the revolution^ a meafure that had oc- 
*' cafioned fp mighty a chafm in the conftitution. I con- 
*' fulted the beft authorities both living and written, con- 
•* cerning tKat important change which happened before 
*' my time, reckoning that from fuch only, judgment . 
*' might be beft formed of the worth of thofe prixiciples, 
*' adopted by the two different contending parties in the 
•' nation. 

'' I could evidently gather from books and men of all 
*' parties, that thofe who had the earlieft and principal 
*' fhare in the conduft of that mighty affair, had no view 
*' to fuch a change as happened, nor intended to go fuch 
*• lengths as they were led into afterwards. Here 1 paufed 
*« awhile, to fee if I might not reft where fo many great 
*' men had taken their ftand, even while the fcene was 
*' yet frelh and unclofed. And I freely confefs to have 
*' thought this fo early a ftruggle in favour of the old 
*' conjiitutiony to be a tacit difapprobation of the new mea- 
*' fure, and a diihonour to thofe, who had fhamefuUy 
*' yielded to the allurements of prefent favour and power, 
" after they had fhined on the other fide of the queftion. 

*' Such were my earlieft fentiments in regard to that 
*' great novel mealure, while 1 was as yet a younger bro- 
** ther, and before there were any thoughts by my friends. 
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" of introducing mc to the family abroad, on which the 
" cfown was fettled. Nor could I afterwards fee anjr 
*' reafon for altering thefe early fentiments, which ftrength- 
" ened with my years, ind became at laft the bafis, oa 
** which I built that fyftem which I now think myfelf 
obliged to avow and explain. Among all my relations, 
none had my attention fo much as my uncle Oxford^ 
who had projected my being put into the fervice of the 
expe<^ant family, and he took care to confirm me in 
thofe principles, which I had adopted' in my greener 
** years, much more by choice than chance. The method 
•* he took was to fet before me the nature and excellence 
** of the conftitution, as it ftood before the great event 
*' under prefent confideration. He would often compare 
** the prefent ftate of the nation with the former, and fuch 
*' always were his defcriptions, as gave the former the prc- 
*« ference to the prefent ; but if in thofe early days after the 
** acceffion of the houfe of Hanover, he fou nd reafon for fpeak- 
*' ing more advantageoufly of former than of latter times, 
*' what would he have faia if he had lived in thefe days of 
*' ours, when the amount of our taxes almoft equals the 
*' quantum of our fpecie, and the intereft of our debts 
** exceeds the old revenue, and when venality and infidelity 
" ar^not only generally pradlifed but openly avowed." 

This crafty politician after developing all the fprings 
of action during the reign of queen Anne pofitively affirms 
as an indifputable fadt, founded on his own experieHce,— ^ 
that not only the earl of Oxford, but Sir Robeit Walpole, 
and every Englifti minifter from the revolution down to 
his own time, coaftantly had the 0/^ confiitution in view— 
And this while they were profefling the warmeft attach- 
ment to the houfe of Hanover, and were enjoying pofts 
of honour and profit under them, fo that it was impoffi- 
ble for the vulgar to difcover any deceit or hypocrify in 
their behaviour, but thofe who were well (killed in poli- 
tics knew by the meafures they purfued, what were the fe- 
cret ends they had in view. Our apologift acknowledges' 
that he ftood foremoft amongft thofe who pra£tifed one 
conftant fcene of diflimulation upon this occafion from the 
year 1729 to the time. of his death, which happened in 
1746. And being admitted into the confidence of the 
great men who were in the intereft of the pretender^ he 
gives an account of the feveral fteps they took for the re- 
covery of the old cmjlitution by the refioration of the Stuart' 
family. His apology is made to thofe of his party, who 
might have concluded from bis condudt after the year 

1729, 
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I729» "vAtn he commenced courtier, that he had defertei 
the good old caufe, whereas his real motive was to ferve 
hi& prinu more efFe£l:ua{ly. 

^^ The figure I made, fays he, while in the oppofition 
*' to the houfi of Harwoery ^nd to all the favourite fchemes of 
^ George the feeond^ gave me fuch additional rq>utation 
** with my party, that my defertion, as they termed it, was 
^^ thought to have given the deepeft wound to the caufe 
*^ that u could have received. Such was the language of 
^ thofe I left; and the acquifition which the minifter 
*^ had made was looked upon to be of no fmall importance 
•* by the minifterial party* But to fpeak fincerely, I left 
*** my party to promote that caufe and intereft they had 
** at heart; and went over to the court, to give the bet- 
^^ ter countenance to the ruinous meafures then in hand. 
** Our people, the pretepder*s adherents^ thought it merito* 
♦^ rious to oppofe and clog the meafures of the court, 
** whereas on the lyftem I laid down to myfelf, to abet 
*^ and indulge the court was the fure, though flow means, 
^^^f reducing the people to that low condition y which often ren^ 
•* dets a nation wife and defperate. 

Having now explained the principles on which this 
fixrewd politician a£ted, and (hewn that the warmeft at* 
tachment in appearance, to the reigning prince, is no fure- 
criterion of loyalty. It is time to lay open the meafures 
purfued by the pretender's party to throw this nation into 
confufion, and to compafs a revolution in favour of the 
M conftitutiony and of the houfe of Stuart : And I ihall 
take the liberty to draw a parallel between paft times 
and the prefent, as I proceed in my examination of the 
conduct of the Jacobites* 

*' One of their fchemes for retrieving the errors of the 
•* laft century, fo they termed the revolutiony was to have 
*• thrown fo much power into the hands of the king that 
^* he muft have been an angel if he did not mifufe it; by 
^* which meanS) they propofed a republic (hould rife on the 
*^ ruins oi the monarchy, and a commonwealth once 
^< raifed on the deftruiSion of kingly government, b 
•* granting the king more power than fhe confiitution warranted^ 
*^ could not fail of re-eftabli(hii^ royalty and the old coum 
^^ Jiitution in the confufion of popular government, to 
^^ which the Engliih are by no means fitted by nature. 
'* The death of the projeSor of this fcheme prevented the 
** carrying it into execution." 

But this firft part of the lofing game in politics with 
refped to the r— -^-'g prince was played off toon after his 

acceffion. 
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trcccflion, and furniflied to fenfible people, a key to the 
political chara£ler and principles of a certain nobleman, 
who, whether intentionally, or through ignorance, it mat- 
ters not, has rendered as much differvice to his illuftrioud 
mafter, as any of the minifters, who in the time of Win- 
nington, fecretly promoted the intereft of the houfe of 
Stuart ; and while meafures equally detrimental to the true 

intereft of the f are ftrenuoufly perfifted in under the 

guidance and direction of the fame modern Machiavel, we 
have juft grounds to fufpeft that a fimilar motive gives rife 
to them. Efpecially as a preference is manifeftly given to 
the old conjiitution as it ftood in the time of the 
Stuarts. It is needlefs to give any inftances of the ex- 

tention of the prerogative of the c fince the twenty-^ 

fifth of O&ohcry 1760. But a reference to the exercife of the 
difpenfing power; to the duke of Portland's cafe &c. may be 
thought fuitable to the fubjefl, we therefore defire your 
readers to take the trouble of recolleSing them, and leave . 
them to form their own judgment on the point in queftion. 

*' The great lord Oxford's plan which he-deiigned to 
** have carried into execution had he been employed by the 
*' new ruUrsy (the illuftrious houfe of Hanover) comes * 
** next under confideration 5 it was, to work upon a con- 
** fumptive fch«me,— (his lordfhip's term for tiring out the - 
*' nation) with debtSy taxes^ and coercive laws and clogs upon 
*• trade and indujiry^ fo as that they would of themfelves 
" do their own beft work, and accomplifli the defired re-^ 
'* floratioil of the old conftitution." 

It would be an affront to the underftandings of all im- 
partial independent Engliftimen to enlarge on the glaring . 
analogy between the fcheme of lord Oxford, which only 
exifted in theory, becaufe he was not employed, and its 
aftual execution by the fervants of the favourite^ who have 
laid the heavieft clogs on trade and induftry, and who have 
enforced fuch coercive laws with refpe(5l to America, that 
the induftrious manufafturers of Great Britain fenfibly 
feel the weight of their oppreifion; and the trading in- ^ 
tcreft of this kingdom is now. daily fuffering through the 
hiifcondud of the m— r at the head of the American 
departments 

The apologift proceeds to inform us—" That he was 
" aftoniihed to think how Mr, IValpole^ (afterwards Sir 
" Roberty and finally Lord Orford) w^ith fuch moderate 
^* talents, a narrow fortune, and very few or no relations- 
" of figure or intereft, had been able to pufla himfelf ta 
" the fummit of power.. The fupporting himfelf there 
" fo long as he did, may be .eafily accounted for, bv thofe . 
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** who know hew exceffwely lavifli he was of the publu 
** money^ to his creatures and dependants. But that wafte of 
^^ the revenue would have been neceilary, on his plan, the 
*^ confumptive one^ borrowed by him from lord Oxford, 
^^ even if he had not had the maintenance of his own 
** power in view. For as has been already obferved, that 
** minifter's fcheme was, to drain away the riches of the 
*' nation, and wafte and enervate its ftrength, fo as that 
'' in length of time^ The People would come of them- 
<' felves to fee their condition, and be ready to exchange 
*' it for a better." 

Equally ftrange it is, that his grace of G , fhould 

have raifed himfelf fo fpeedily to the fummit of power, 
did we not know the ladder by which he afcended, here 
again we difcover the footfteps of the fatal favourite^ be- 
fore his grace bowed to this altar of Baal, he held that 
rank as a Britifh peer and fenator, together with the efti- 
mation of the people, which his birth, and a difplay of pa- 
triotic fentiments juftly entitled him to; and conlidering 
his youth and inexperience, a fmall fhare in a virtuous ad- 
miniftration was all he had a right to expe£t. Such a 
fhare he might have enjoyed with honour, and have 
ftrengthened the hands of that great and good man, the 
marquis of R— , till at length his talents ripening 
to maturity, in a courfe of years he might have attained 
the fummit of power, and have taken in his hand the 
friends of liberty, whom he joined at his outfet, and have 
carried to the royal clofet, the ftandard of public freedom: 
but ambitica prompted to take a fhorter courfe, to feat her 
uhflfdged ftatefman in the throne of power. The fubver- 
five fcheme of the favourite was at all events to be purfued, 
and a man who could be refolute, bold and daring, one 
who could laugh to fcorn the proudeji connections ot loyal 
families, true to the intereft of their country and of their 

f , difmifs their chiefs with infolence, and tread on 

the necks of inferior patriots with Turkifli tyranny, was the 
man for whom the poft of premier was held out ; and G 
claimed it as his own. How long he may fupport himfelf 
in it, we caonot prefume to fay, but if the fame caufes con- 
ftantly produce the fame efFeSs in all ages, he may enjoy 
his poft till the grand lofing game is fatally played out j 
for you need only read the elegant, nervous letters of Ju- 
nius to refolve the queftion — Whether his grace of G— 
has not been more lavifli of the public revenue to his crea- 
tures and dependants, than any of hi^ predeceflbrs ; and 
every man's reafon will convince him that the lodng 
game, or confumptive plan is approaching to a crifls, there ' 

Waftt^ 
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wants indeed but another war totally to fubvert this flourifli- 
ing empire. And fhould that event take place while mens 
minds are alienated from government, and their affeftion is 
but lukewarm to one of the beft of — , who unhappily can- 
not yet be brought to a fenfe of this truth — That the haufe of 

H r has been conftantly befet with falfe friends^ it is greatfy 

to be feared our natural enemy, who is rendering himftlf 
every day more formidable by powerful alliances, will unite 
with the domeftic enemies of this country, and produce a 
worfe revolution in it, than any that has happened fmce the 
invafion of the Romans. And then we may be obliged to 
fummit to the old confiitution under fome of their dependants, 
perhaps fome petty tributary tyrant of the Stuart race. 

To prevent this, it is incumbent on us, to proteft againft 
every part of the old conjlitution whenever it is obtruded upon 
us, and to fhew the utmoft abhorrence and deteftation of 
every fet of men afting under the direftion of the Judas of 
the ftate— the falfe friend of the k— , the Winnington of 
the times, the thane of B-r-e ; and never to admit that the 

intereft of our f and of our country is really purfued — 

till coercive laws and clogs upon trade and induftry are 
a£hially repealed— -till public frugality is obferved in the 
department of the revenue,— -till the liberty of the fubjeft is 
confirmed with refpeft to the grand obje£t of the freedom of 
eledions — till the (warm of dependants on the minifter are 
expelled the h ■ ■■ of > c , and corrupt venal plun- 

derers of the treafures of the nation are brought to condign 
puni(hment— till thcfe things are happily effefted, be affured, 

that the loilng game is going on at St. J 's— and tha^ 

our gppd natured , unlefs he fhould be gracioufly pleafed 

to call for a new pack of cards, will i^ever have an honour i^ii 
his hand^ and may finally be reduced to his laft ftake, the 
# * #. That this may appear more fully, let us diflfeft 
another branch of lord Qxfoird's and Sir Robert's politics as 
recorded by Winnington. 

** Another branch of his fcheme was, to corrupt the mo- 
** rals of the people generally, in order to create an in- 
** difference in them towards religion and pojierity. A dif- 
** regard for the latter would plunge them naturally into 
*' profufion and luxury, which would neceflarily huiry on 
*' poverty and defpair — and a difrelifli for religious woHhip 
^' in general would render them lefs averfe to thofe religious 
** tenets, the romijh^ which had given the beft colour for the 
" late change in the conftitution, meaning, the revolution.^* 

Gracious God ! in mercy to this land, avert the ftorm, for 
Jje tl^at runneth may read, he that hath eyes to fee, or ears 
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to hear^ muft tear ^ fatal teftimony to the real exiflence qf 

^ this branch of the Jacobite fcheme— Were ever the moralsf 
of the people fo corrupted ? H^ve they not taken the wage* 
of iniquity in open day, a pitiful bribe, to aflaflinate their 

> fellow fubjeds in cool blood ? Have not the higheft and the 
loweft of the people been 'linked together in bonds, for the 
deftrucSion of the lives and liberties of their brethren, which 
the fiends of hell would have trembled at ? Have there not 
been men fo bafe as to facrifice their reputations in their pro- 
feffion, to the infamous purpofe of fcreening murderers from 

.condign punifliment? Would it not be a folly to attempt' to 
enumerate the inftances of the luxury of the times, or the 
total difregard for pofterity manifefted not only by public 
chara6fers, who ftipulate for penfions which muft entail debts 
on pofterity, but in private families, where an anticipation of 
the income of years becomes neceflary to fiipport the extra- 
vagance, and fupply the resources for the private vices of pa- 
rents, \^ho will leave their pofterity to fhift for themfelves 
an J prey on, the public ? And that poverty and defpair niufl: 
be our lot if we do not reform, cannot be doubted. Finally, 
what ftronger proof can be given of the general corruption 
of the morals of the people, than the lubricity of our women 
of birth and education, whom no laws facred or profane,, no 
ties of honour or gratitude can reftrain, or prevent from pre- 

• fenting to the public, a rifing generation, whofe charafters 
may probably hereafter be as doubtful, as their parentage ? 
Begot under the dog-ftar of luft, infidelity, difttmulation 
and hypocrify, what can Britain expefl: from fuch an ofF- 
fpring, but a race of WinningtonS, of diflenibling courtiers, 
with refpedt to the impotent male animals ; and of faithlefs 
Dalilahs, beautiful indeed, and voluptuous, as Cleopatra,— 
but incontinent and furious as Meflalina. 

The total difrelifh for religious worfhip, is prefented to 
our view, as often as the day appointed for the celebration of 
it return^. Examine the country houfes of the merchants 
and ihop- keepers, caft an eye on the public roads in the 
fenvirons of this city, look into the eating houfes, the taverns, 
private brothels, and pleafure gardens; and in a few moments 
you may determine to ftamp the chara<3er of luxury, pro- 
fligacy, difregard for pofterity, and difrelifli for religious wor- 
Ihip, on thoufands and ten thoufands. Can a people in fuch 
circumftances plead for public virtue, and the liberty of their 
country, while they themfelves are f^pping the very foun- 
dations of a commercial ftate, by diffipation and riot? 

The confequence of a difrelifli Tor the eftabliflied, or the 
tolerated modes of proteftant worihip is, an eafy admiffion of 

thofe 
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thofe rel^ous. tenets, which may operate as paltifttives to ou 
vices and follies. And of all others, the Romifh religion i$ 
avow^ly the beft calculated for this purpofe. For it holds 
put niu&berlefs indulgences to the back-fliding finner — And 
they are fo pleniary, th^t they white-wafli all ranks of perfons 
as well as exculpate from all crimes. Her grace and her 
chamber maid may make the fame confeffions to the fame 
holy father, receive the fame abfolution, open the fame ac- 
count again, aAd continue it by way. of debtor and creditor^ 
now and then throwing in a matrimonial balance to quiet 
the world, which often is not fo eafily fatisfied as the prieft. 
Befides bribery and corruption, breach of tiuft and confi- 
dence, when confidered in a political lights are not only to- 
lerated, but applauded by the profeiTors of the Romlih faith. 
What religion then can be fo proper, fo fuitable to the pre- 
fent time? Can we be furprized, if thofe who ftand in need 
of eyery tenet th^t promifes a vindication of defpotic enflav- 
ing principles, fhould fecretly wifli to reftore the old conjiitution 
which gave fancStion to, and openly tolerated thefe tenets ? 
And are hot our prefent wife a n daily making advan- 
ces towards this admired conjlittaion^ by conniving at the pro- 
grefs of popery at home, and by an open fupport and pro- 
te£^ion of its vi^.orihip in all its forms in his majefty's newly 
acquired dominions^ the ceded iflands, to which may be 
added the ihameful negleft.of the proteftant religion in thofe 
parts ? In a word, are not our proteftant brethren in Ame- 
rica difcpuntenanced, harrafied and opprefled, while the 
principles of the proteftant diflenters at home, and their 
unqueftipnable loyalty to the houfe of Hanover, are called 
in queftion by popifh and m— — -1 writers ? 

The general porruption of the morals of the people is 
fo alarming, as it threatens a diflblution of this free ftate, 
that it is hardly poiiible to fay too much on the fubjeft, 
efpecially fmce thofe whofe peculiar office it is to watch 
over the morals of the people, are totally negligent of their 
duty, and care not what becomes of the civil or religious 
rights of their fellow fubjexSs; perhaps there never was a 
|ime when a bench of. b— s were fo entirely deyoted to the 
pleafures and interefted purfuits of the world, or fo abforbed 

in politics and devotion to the m y. I'he dignified c — y 

of the n^xt clafs, are fo engaged in intriguing for vacant 
mitres, and in circulating, the defpotic principles of a-- — — n, 

in order to ftreAgthen their intereft with the m r, that 

they have no time to attend to fpiritual things : the whole 

body of the beneficed c y lean the fame way, and only 

a f^w hon^ft curates, with large families and pitiful incomes, 

can- 
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Can be found, who arc truly attentive to the duties of their 
funcElion, as diligent fervants in the tennple of the lord of 
hofts. What is worfc ftill, many of the c '■ ■ ' y of the 
higher order fet the example of di^ipatieh and luxury ; by 
gracing with their prefence nioft places of public amufemcnt ; 
by keeping their feats in companies and focieties compofed of 
toofe diiTolute chara^ers of high rank, who circulate with 
the bottle, iuch obfcenities in toafts and f^nttments, as merit 
tthe ferious reproof of a divine. But what divine can no^v 

be found, who will dare to reprimand a drunken f y of 

f-r— ? would not the generality on the contrary cordially 

jom the revel rout, if a W h commanded, and they 

thought a compliance with the vicious inclinations of their 
patrons, would pave the way to preferment. In fhort, the 
fafhionable elegance of their equipages, the magnificence of 
their furniture, and the luxury of their tables diftinguifh the 

Englifli dignified c y at prefent from all otherj andeccle- 

fiaitical fimplicify of life and converfation muft in a fhort 
time be fought for, where it was never expefted |o be found, 
in the pontifical chair at Rome. 

A people become fo corrupt, and void of ^11 fenfe of reli- 
gion, cannot poflibly feel the weight of m 1 oppreffion, 

the burden muft be encreafed till their darling vices are attack- 
ed, before they will rife from their fiipinenefs,or fee the danger 
of a total ruiii of their country. The fources of wealth muft 
be obftrucled by a negledl of our commercial interefts, the 
fupplies for luxury muft fail, and the revenues of the nation 
be fo exhaufted, that bribes and penfions can no longer admi-^ 
nifter to vice and extravagance, before the nation will be con- 
vinced, that if it had not been for a chofen few, who poffeffed 
the ancient public fpirit, which has fo often refcued this land 
from inevitable deftruftion, the old enjlaving conjiitution would 
have been firmly eftabliflied under the direftion of an ambiti- 
ous /l7^'^?ivnV^, who has given fufficient proofs of hisdifpofition 
to carry things to extremity, and of his determination to fub- 
vert the civil rights of free born Englifhmen ; and this once 
ipffedted by arbitrary and defpotic meafures, it would have been 
as eafy to monopolize every profitable branch of commerce, 
as to engrofs the places of honour and emolument. His 
creatures and dependants once engrafted into our trading 
companies, and entrufted with the direction of them, his 
fchemes would have been complete. How g:reatly then are 
we inddbted to that fellow citizen, who manfully ftood forth, 
and at die repeated hazard of his life, ftopt the bold career of 
this afpiring man, defeated his projects for enflaving our 
country, andblafted all his towering hqpes ? But it is not 
t enough 
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enough that the progrefs of ddpotifm is checked, the reiy 
principles on which it is built muft be rooted out of the land, 
ajid all who haveefpoufed them muft be removed from all of-* 
fices of honour, truft and profit in the ftate ; or the noble efforts 
to reftor-e this nation to its ancient ftate of freedom and public 
virtue, will fail of their full cSe£t^ and the/avcurite may return 
amongft us, and renew his pernicious influence with double 

force. Now therefore is the time to furround the with 

the petitions, folicitations and remonftrances of an aggrieved 
people, and ftrenuoufly to urge an impartial enquiry into the 
condudofallperfons, however dignified or diftinguifbed, who 
have had a hand in promoting the confumptive condition of the 
ilate, either by making a diftionourable, difadvantageous, and 
expenfive peace, by harraffing and vexing the fubjed, by lay- 
ing clogs and reftraints on commerce, or by wafting and mif- 
applying the public revenue* If there be any fenfe of ho- 
nour, any regard for the welfare of our country left amongft 
us, furely every county, every corporate town in England 
will follow the example of the freeholders of Middlefex, and 
of the livery of London, till the truth, and the whole truth* 
Iha 11 force its way, in ipite of all oppoiition, to the ear of our 

moft beloved f . and then there can be no doubt, but a 

m-^ y will be formed, compofed of men of integrity and abili- 
ties, who will promote the true intereft of their f by 

engaging him rather to place a confidence in the good difpo- 
fitions of his people, by enlarging their rights and privileges 
than to violate or abridge them, and thereby ftiew a miftruft 
of their loyalty and afFedion. The point ireadily purfued of 
obtaining a redrefs of grievances, is the only way to prevent the 
return of an infulting minion, who will not dare to fet his 
foot in this kingdom, while the fons of freedom perfift in their 
public fpirited meafures. But if through fupinenefs, or any 
worfe impediment, the public caufe of the people is relin- 
quifhed, and the example already fet is not generally followed, 

the prcfent a n muft finally gain the vi«Slory, and then 

the D of .G ; will fend for his mafter home, who 

will exercifc frefli vengeance, fuitableto the implacability of 
his temper, on all his enemies, and in that cafe, it is to be. 
feared all future attempts to recover the expiring liberty of 
this renowned empire, will prove abortive. 

Nuncaut nunquam^ is the proper motto of the times: fofay 

July iStby 1769.. Harmodius and Aristogitok. 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

An.AnalyJis of the Britijh Confiitution^ in its genuine purity^ 
fmm which is deduced the policy and expediency of adopting con-^ 
cUiatory meafures with refpe6i to our American Colonies. 

THE efFeds of the unhappy difputes, which at firft.were 
foolifli!y raifed, and have fince been as wifely conti- 
nued, between us and our American brethren, are become of 
fo alarming a nature, as to merit the moft ferious attention. 
Thefe eiFeds are now paft being forefeen ; they are acShially 
felt, and, if not foon removed, .will be felt in a much more 
fenfible manner by every landed gentleman in this kingdom. 

Ihave no connection -with America by trade, but fhould 
rejoice to fee fome attention paid to the revival of our mu- 
tual commerce, upon which moft certainly the profperity, 
and probably the very being, of this kingdom depends. 

This can never be efFefted to any good purpofe, without a 
reftoration of that mutual harmony between us and oqr 
American colonies, which had fubfifted without interruption 
from their firft eftablifhment, until it was lately kicked out 
of doors by the bold raftinefs of fome men, who laid claim 
to more wifdom than they were entitled to; and who pro- 
fefled. a mighty izeal for a conftitution, which, they eithej^ 
never underftood, or never intended to fupport. 

About thirty years ago, I was very happy in an acquain- 
tance with a gentleman of a moft amiable temper. He 
often declared he was never drawn into a quarrel in his Ufe^ 
* and was perfuaded no reafonable men could quarrel, if they 
had patience to underftand each other* 

I Ihould be|:lad to fee this experiment tried between us 
and our' American brethren. The difpute has been hit;herto 
unadvifedly managed with more warmth than prudence, 
until, at laft, the argument Teems to be engaged on oneiidcj 
and the abufeon the other. Let us have patience to under- 
ftand each other, and then it will be no difficult matter to 
difcovcr on which fide themiflakc lies. 

Both fides appeal to the conftitution of Great Britain. It 
may, at firft fight, appear unaccountable that men ihould 
agree in the principle upon which they arG;ue, and yet differ 
fo widely in their conclufions. This diificulty will fpon 
vanifh, when we refledl that nothing is more commc^n thah 
for men to agree in the words they make ufe of, wnen^He 
ideas they annex to them are ' as dppofite as- Jight to dark- 
nefs. 

Therefore, before we can pofflbly come to a good uhder- 
ftanding, it is abfolutely neceffary to fettle, what we mean 

by 
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hy ihf tonjiitution of Great Britain, One would think this 
was no very difficult thing to do. We are always talking of 
our conftitution, we item very fond of it; and make no 
•fcruple of boafting that it is the beft civil conftitution of go- 
vernment in the world; and yet I fear we too often amufe 
Curfelves with the agreeable found of the words, without any 
determinate ideas annexed to them. 

As my view is to recover the happinefs of thefe once prof- 
perous kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, I hope to be 
allowed to fpeak fietly upon the fubjedt; and (hall endea- 
vour to exprefs my fcntimcnts with a decency, that can 
give no rfeafonabJe caufe of offence to- any man. In order to 
be the better underftaod, i muft beg the reader's indulgence 
in going a little way back to trace our conititution from its 
firil fource, the law cf nature. 

Every man, in the ftate of nature, had an undoubted right 
to his property, that is^ his tifcy liberty^ and ejhfte. But, as 
mankind increafed, fraud and violence irxrcafed too. In 
time the polFeifion of this right was rendered very precari- 
ous; as the head of one of thefe little communities confined 
within the bounds of one family, had no power of defence 
againft the encroachtnent and violence of unreafonable men^ 
except his own perfonal ftrength, and. that of his. children 
and fervants, which too often was proved by experience, to 
"be infuificient ; therefore, mankind very foon found it ne- 
ceflary to enter into larger focieties, to unite their mutual " 
ftrength in defence of their properties againft the hoftile at- 
tempts of their neighbours, and to appoint fome^erlbn to* 
lead and i'ntO. their united force. 

To preferve peace and quiet at home, it was alfo necefiary 
to eftablifli fome kind of civil government among themfclvcs, 
and to appoint a common judge to determine equitably and 
impartially any difputes that. might arife about property be- 
tween the mepibers of the fociety. This power was generally 
intrufted by the community to the man, who was chofen 
by them to command their united force for the public de- 
fence. 

The fettling thefe difputes at firft was- no very flifficiil 
bufinefs to a;nan ot fenie and probity. But, in procefs of 
ti^me^ as focieties increafed in number, the difputes about 
property became fo numerous and complicated, that it ivas 
found neceffary to eftablilh legiflators, with this truft, that 
they (hould enaft fuch public ftanding laws for regulatirig the 
claims to property, as fhould appear moft equitable, and con- 
ducive to the peace and good order of the community; and 
which fhould fecure the juft rights of every member thereof, 
fo far as human prudence could poflibly contrive. 

L ^ The 
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The legiflature is the fupreme power in every commorir- 
wealth whatfoever. The conftitution, or, in other words, 
the form of government in every country depends upon the 
legiflative authority; and therefore the refpe£live forms oF 
government are diftingrifhed from each other, by a denomi- 
nation founded upon the inveftiture of that truft. 

In the infancy of legiflature, while the law of nature and 
reafon, which was the foundation of it, was imprefled upon 
the minds of Icgiflators and the people, very few laws were 
necelTary to regulate internal difputes. Therefore the legis- 
lative authority was alfo generally intruded with the perfun, 
whom the fociety had chofen to go in and out before them, 
to lead and diredl the united force of the whole cr)mm unity 
in defence of their rights and properties againft rapine and 
violence. Thus the legiflative and executive authority came 
to be invefted in one and the fame man. 

But it too foon appeared that their leaders or kings were 
fubj.eft to like paflTions with other men ; and, that thofe they 
had intrufted to defend their property againft others, invaded 
it themfelves. Here the private members of the community 
found themfelves in a worfe condition than they were before 
their union. The very, perfon they had placed their confi- 
dence in, became a rebels and was fupported in his tyranny 
by the very power they had intrwfted him with for their own 
defence. 

This, as might reafonably be expefled, generally ended iii 
anarchy, confiifion and bloodlhed. When the people pre- 
vailed, the legiflative authority was intrufted by them to fuch 
other hands, as they then judged might heft anfwer the end 
for which they entered into fociety, that is^ the fecurity of 
their properties. They tried Ariftocracy ; they tried Demo- 
cracy; but with no better fuccefs. The fame inconvenience 
and mifchief followed from both, at leaft to one part of the 
fociety. The lords, when uppermoft, oppreft the commons 5 
■and the commons, in their tiirn, oppreft the jords ; as the 
abfolute monarch before had oppreft both. 

In order tp avoid ^hefe evils as much as pofllible, 
the Briiijh conftitution was wifely formed upon ^ combi- 
nation of all three. The legiflature confifts of three eftates, 
which were i^iftituted as checks upon each other, in order to 
fecure our liberties apd properties againft all. Every new 
law propofed, is feparately c.onfidercd by the lords, and com- 
mons, and feparately agreed to by them in their refpeftive 
places of aflembly, before it can be enacted into a law. But 
fcven then it is no law, until the king has given his aflent to 
it. This prerogative oi Xh^ cx'o^n is fo peculiarly peifonal, 
' ' that 
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tliat the king executes it himfelf in his own pcrfon. Thii 
is not the cafe in the execution of other branches of the pre- 
rogative, which are fubjeft to certain forms, to be executed 
by fpecial officers appointed for that purpofe, who lie open to 
an impeachment for any unconftitutional or prejudicial z&, 
they advife, or concur in. To plead the king's command, 
is nojuftification. It was their duty to have better advifed 
Him. By this regulation, it was expected that wifdom and a 
true public fpirit in any one of the eftates, would effectually 
fecure us againft the danger of oppreffion by bad laws. 

If the queftion fhould here be put, What is all this for? 
This is no more than we knew before. I anfwer, I allow 
the reafon for the obje£lion, but not the force of the objec- 
tion itfelf. We know a great many things, which the 
thoughtlefs diffipation of the prefent age prevents our atten- 
tion to the confequences of. For this reafon we find many 
conftitutional maxims univerfally allowed in theory, which 
are feldom to be met with in practice. We often fee it full 
as neceiTary (and more ufeful) to be reminded of what we do 
know, as to be informed of what we do not know. 

Now, let us here refleft upon the confequences^ which 
naturally follow from the above univerfally allowed premifes, 
whicb, to the misfortune of thefe kingdoms, have been 
much oftener agreed to, than regarded. 

i^/fy?, 'The boafted excellence of the Britifli conftitution; 
that no members of the community are fubjecft to any laws 
but what they have given their affent to by themfelves per- 
fonally, or by their reprefentatives chofen by them for that 
purpofe. 

Secondly^ That the independence of the three eftates of the 
legiflature upon each other, is neccffary to prefer ve our con- 
ftitution inviolate. Otherwife, the civil balance, upon 
which our , fafety depends, will be loft. For, if it ftiould 
ever happen, that one of the eftates fhall become fubordinate 
to, or dependent upon the other two, we (ball have but two 
eftates in the legiflature inftead of three. If two of the 
eftates fliall ever be brought in fubjeftion to, or dependence 
upon the third, we fliall have but one left; and, of courfe, 
muft fall, as the opportunity may ferve, into an abfolute mo- 
narchy, an ariftocracy, or a democracy; the very three evilj^ 
our conftitution was intended to avoid. A nominal inde- 
pendence, is no independence at all. But, if the three 
eftates fliall ever come under fubjedion to a minijfry^ we fliall 
lofe king, lords and commons, and fall into a new' kind of 
government without a name; but which will approach very 
near to the curfe upon Canaan^ the fon oi Ham^ — A fervant 
tffervantsjhall he be. 

L 2 If 
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If any one fliall objeft, that the fame principles will con*^ 
elude' ^g'd\nii Jeptennial parliaments, I anfwer — If they will do 
fo, I cannot help it. When the premifes are allowed, all 
juil cpnclufions will follow, whether the objector, or my 
fvlf, be pleafed v/ith them, or hot. It is well known, that 
when the bill for feptennial parliaments was before the houfe, 
a very ftrong oppofition arcie againft paffing it into a law^ 
on account of its being an unconftitutional innovation, and 
dangerous to the rights of the commons. The propriety of the 
objecHon was granted by the miniftry who brought in the 
bill. They allowed that nothing but the prefent neceffity 
of the times could juftify it; that it ought tP be repealed as^ 
fpon as the danger ixom. a popijh pretender vfz^ overj and that 
it ought not to b,e drawn into precedent. Here we have a 
genuine .example, what little credit minifiers ofjiatt defcrve^ 
when they have in view an increafe of their own power. 
Thefe feptennial parliaments have been continued to this 
day, although, for many years pafi, no neceffity could be 
pleaded for them, but a minifter's neceffity of bribery and 
cftrruptioHy to fupport his own unconftitutional power by de- 
ftroying the morals of the people. 

Which foreign fpecies of government, above mentioned, 
we are in moft danger of falling into, I will not take upon 
r»e to fay. But, this I will venture to infift upon, that if we 
fall into any one of them, it muft be the confequencc of our 
own folly, fecurity, inattention, or wickednefs. For the 
conftitution has not only appointed the three eftates of the 
legillature, but, in order to fecure their independence, has 
invefted each eftate with its peculiar privileges for that pur- 
pofe ; and no one is intrufted with fo much power, as by force. 
to reduce the others to fiibjedlion. This we need not dv^rell.. 
upon; for the difputes about privilege^ have generally been 
fupportcd by a vigour fufficient to prevent ^ny dependence, 
fhat has hitherto been attempted by the violence of open 
force. 

The commons, who are much the greater, and the moft 
effential part of the commonwealth, are for that reafon 
guarded by their privilege with an effe<Sual fecurity. And 
if we fufFer the enemy to prevail by undermining the covert 
way, it will be owing to our own negledt or fault, and we 
fhall have nobody to blame for it, but ourfelves. 

This grand privilege of the commons, is the liberty of 
granting, or refufmg, fuch fupplies as may be requefted {not 
dananded) of them by a minifrry, under colour of fupport of 
government. This necefiarily includes a right to know for 
what purpofe the craved fupplies are intended; and, if the 

commons 
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commons deem it reafonable to grant them, it al-fo includes^ 
a right to appropriate them to that particular ufe, and to- 
be informed afterwards how the money has been aftually dif- 
pofed of. If this^ privilege fhall at any time hereafter be loft^ 
I fufpe6l that very few Britons will hentate to believe, what- 
ever they may dare to fay, that their true conftitution is dif- 
folved and changed for another, without their confent. 

This is the privilege, which the houfe of commons has 
heretofore vigoroufly (upported, and, with fo laudable a jea- 
loufy, that they would not fuffer even the houfe of lords to^ 
introduce, or add an amendment to a money bill. The ne- 
ceflity of fupporting this privilege at all events, is very ob- 
vious. For, it is the only efFeftual power the commons have- 
to obtain a redrefs of grievances, when tyranny and obftinacy. 
ihall refufe it. 

I have here given, as far as my judgment will aflift me, a 
juft and faithful account of the Britilh conftitution; which,, 
while preferved in its purity, is the very beft inftitution of 
civil government in the world, and will naturally be attended, 
with the greateft eafe to both the governors, and the govern^ 
ed. But, as the beft things when corrupted, generally turn- 
out the worft, it is the more neceflary for us to keep a (harp^ 
look out, and to prevent in time every artful attempt to taint, 
or undermine it. The evil is much more eafily prevented>^.» 
than remedied. 

What has been faid above, will reduce the difpute between- 
us and our American colonies to a point. They infift upon- 
a right to the privileges of Britifh fubjefts; and we infifl:- 
upon their being fubjeft to the Britim conftitution. But. 
how they can be fubjedt to the Briiifti conftitution without 
being entitled to the privileges of Britifli fubjeds, will need, 
fome ingenuity to make out. 

It is the undoubted right of the commons of Great Bri- 
tain to refufe payment of any taxes, that were not granted 
by their reprefentatives, chofen by them for that purpofe,.. 
When I call this an undoubted -right, ,1 do not mean that 
it has been an undifputed right. We all know it has been 
difputed, and the difpute at laft determined by the fword. 
By an undoubted right, I would be underftood, that it is a 
right the commons of Great Britain have always claimed^ 
;ind hitherto defended to the laft with fuccefs. 

Now, the queftion will be, whether our American bre- 
thren are intitled to avail themfelves of this firft, and moft 
effential privilege of the commons of Great Britain. Before 
we determine this point againft them, it will be incumbent 
upon us to prove, either 

Firjiy That they are not intitled. to the privileges of Bri- 
tifli fubjedts. or • ' Secondlyy.. 
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SeconJfyy That their houfcs of aflembly arc not the trti^ 
legal rcprcfentativcs of the commons there, chofen bjr 
them. 

' I muft confefs, it is beyond the power of my poor abili- 
ties to defend either of thefe two points againft them ; and 
therefore I leave that ta(k to heads better qualified for that 
purpofe, than my own. 

But, fuppofe thefe two points fhould be determined againft 
them, there will remain a third of no lefs difficulty, that isy 
to fatisfy them upon what kind of conftitution {Jhort of Jla^ 
very) their civil government really ftands. This, I fufped, 
will carry us back to the law of nature j or to the original 
contrads upon which thofe colonies were at firft eftablilhed. 
But, I am afraid thefe will prove no hearty advocates for our 
claim, as they have already been retained on the other 
fide. 

' However, I hope thefe difputes may end in fome good to 
both parties at lad ; by enabling us to underftand each 
other ; and by putting our managers^ into the right, and only 
way to re-eftablifh that harmony between us, which we all 
have reafon to lament the lofs of. Then we may hope to 
find our minifters at leifure (before it be too late) to turn 
their thoughts to other ways and means, than what too 
often monopolize their attention, to ways and means for re- 
iloring and encouraging our trade with our American co- 
lonies, and for fixing it upon an advantageous, honourable 
and lafting foundation. This cannot be enedted, but upon a 
judicious plan of mutual intereft. 

The decay of the trade of this kingdom is too well known 
now to be a matter of fpecula|ion. It is a matter of noto- 
riety. If any man is weak enough to difpute it, the modern 
fcarcity of money among us is an undeniable proof againft 
him, which if he cannot fee, I know nothing, but his own 
feeling, that can convince himj but then it may be too late 
to feek for a remedy. 

The circumftance, which impofes upon many gentlemen 
in this cafe, is our national credit, which gives our immenfe 
paper the value of bullion. This will fupport us as well as 
money, fo long as we can fupport the credit of our paper. 
But, how can the credit of our paper be fupported, unlefs 
we take care to encourage a trade that fhall furnifh us with 
a balance in bullion to anfwer our paper i 

The neceffity of fupporting our pubfic credit is univer- 
fally allowed. But how can a miniftry do this without a 
balance of trade in our favour ? And, how will it bie poflible 
for our merchants, who have hitherto ftood in the gap, to 
prevent the mifchief of a run upon the Bank of England, 
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when their own paper will be in danger, for want ot returns 
from abroad in bullion, when the produce of the country was • 
not fufficient to pay them ? To fay, there is no danger of 
fuch a run, may prove an inclination to ftand the hazard of 
the mifchief, and will be an infallible propf of a want of 
attention to prevent it. I wifii that gentlemen of this opi- 
nion, would confider, that all our mercantile neighbours, 
who are interefted in our paper, know what we are about, 
and the confequences of it, as well as we do ourfelves. 

The lefs that is publickly faid upon this fubje6^, the better. 
But, it was neceffary to fay fomething to roufe the attention 
of our managers, to the public fecurity, who feem to be loft 
in the purfuit ot wh^t, if obtainedj will do us more hsroi 
than good, in that refpeft. 

As the houfe of Bourbon, ever' fince the family compaft, 
have fet their faces againft us, I do not know where we can 
look for this neceffary balance in our favour, if we cannot 
obtain it from our American colonies. But, to obtain it 
from thence, requires a management very different from, what 
we have adopted of late years. We muft encourage our 
trade with them, inftead of forcing them into manufadlures 
of their own, or, to fmuggling in foreign manufadures^ For 
this purpofe, it will be more politic to grant bounties upon 
our manufadlures exported thither, than to lay duties upon 
them, efpecially if that can enable them to vend our manu- 
faftures in thofe markets where they can have money for 
them in return. As manufa<3ure is but a new thi^g with 
them, theirs cannot yet come cheap enough to vie virith ours. 
If they can, I muft acknowledge that this advice comes too 
late, and can only lament that our managers never thought 
pf the evil before. 

It is alfp abfolutely neceffar}^ in order to reftore that har- 
mony between us upon which the life and fpirit of trade de- 
pends, that the Americans fhould be fully convinced in their 
own minds, that their property is not in danger by their con- 
ne£lipn with us. Stopping their mouths by force, cannot 
prevent their thoughts, or reconcile their minds to us again. 
—Let us by all means avoid gratifying our pride, at the ex- 
pence of our fafety and profperity. 

If it fhould be alked. What good do you expefl: from all 
this? I anfvjer^ I am forry to find myfelf obliged to fay— 
Very little y until we fliall change hands with a view to change 
our meafures. But, when that may be expedled, I know 
not. 

We.have a<aed through the whole of this difpute as ab- 
furdly, as if God almighty had, for the fm of our covetouf- 
ti^k^ been wroth with us, and given us up ito the fpirit of 

dduCon. 
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^flelufion. Our laft hope is, that there may yet be left virtuie 
•enough in the nation to fave us. If there be, providence mil 
again appear our friend, and refcue us from the threatning 
danger. If there be not, we muft, from his wifdom and 
goodnefs, expedl: fo much diftrefs as fhall be neceflary to re- 
duce us to our fenfes, and to bring us in fubjedtion to him 
and his truth. 

HAMPDElSr. 
P. S. Thofe gentlemen, who abufe the Americans for their 
decent and fpirited remonftrances in behalf of their natural 
rights and property, aft very confidently with themfelves, 
in pleading for the necefilty of the military's intruding upon 
the province of the civil power here ; and in vindicating 
the boldeft attacks upon the conftitution and liberties of 
Great Britain, which the Buican minijlers have yet dared to 
attempt. When this is done v/ithbut any lucrative view or 
connexion, the man is rather to be pitied, than blamed. 
But, when this infatuation is the efFcft of that undue in- 
fluence, no plea for it can be admitted. 

As to thofe abandoned wretches, who have profefledly 
fold themfelves to work wickednfs^ all advice would be loft 
upon them. But, // is devoutly to be wijhed^ that gentle- 
men of a more generous turn of mind, who have, yet fomc 
virtue left to contend with their inhrmities, would not 
join too haflily, and fo fanguinely, in every minifterial cry. 
If thefe gentlemen themfelves, their fens or daughters,, 
their brothers or kinfmen, enjoy any place, penfion, or 
lucrative emolument, by the grace of the min%flry\ I could 
wifh they would in earneft examine their own hearts, and 
impartially anfwer themfelves, whether thefe lucrative con- 
nexions have not fome influence upon their judgment. If 
they have, it will be abfoiu*-ely neceflary to divefl them- 
felves of this prejudice, before they can recover the true 
ufe of their underftanding. This will require- fome pains; 
pejjhaps more than gentlemen of fortune, in general, are 
willing to put themfelves to the trouble of i but, in the end, 
they will not find their labour loft. Otherwife, they them- 
felves may live to lament the general depravity of the times, 
in which they have had their ftiare; and to tremble at the 
hafty approach of that ruin, in which bribery and corrup- 
tion, have, without exception, involved the nloft powerful 
empires, that ever yet exifted upon the face of this terra- 
queous globe; of whofe grandeur we have at this day no 
traces remaining, except a few in^ti^uctive monuments 
of their dissolution, whofe reprefentations are exhibited 
under the title of, 'R^\Ji\^s.'^Sat fatis^Jifat berun' 
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tor the P L I T I C A L REGISTER. 

A letter to the author of the JiriSiures on the conduSf of a - - , 
• with refpeSi to the civil and religious ejlablijhments in Canada^ 
and the Granadines^ in the Political Regijler^ p. 257, vol. IV. 
SIR, 

MY particular thanks are due to you for the information 
you have given me with refpecl to the complexion of 
the times, and the meafurcs purfued. by an admin iftration, 
whofe condudl has excited univerfal difcontent, and popular 
diflatisfaSion. I take it for granted when I read of the dif- 
couragemcnt of the zealous advocates for the proteftant reli- 
gion, which afforded the only fure protection for the liberties 
of mankind, that we cannot be far off from confirmed flavery. 
I hope however the timely alarm you have given will have its 

proper effed, and then even the prefent corrupt m y will 

not prefume to grant any further indulgences which are in- 
compatible with our conftitution. I really think there 
is the greateft injuflice imaginable in exerting the penal 
laws againft popery with rigour at home, and in Ireland, 
while we are granting the full exercife of the rdmifh religion, 
to the detriment of tlie proteftant caufe, to a handful of new 
fobjefts, who had no right to expeft any other cOncefTion 
than a free toleration of their religious worfh'p. 

A gentleman, Sir, of my particular acquaintance is jufl ar- 
. rived from Quebec who was prefent when Mr. Bryant^ bifhop 
of that place for the roman catholics landed there, and he af- 
fures me that hefaw him very cordially received by the gover* 
nor. He further informs me that he always appears abroad 
with great pomp and ceremony, and has the fuperintenden- 
cy of the monafteries and nunneries, as well as of the clergy; 
that he exercifes vaft power, and is held in far greater eftima- 
tation than the governor himfelf, by whom however he is treat- 
ed with great refpe6t. 

This information engaged me to turn to a paragraph in the 
London Chronicle of the 20th of September, 1766, in order 
to compare it with my friend's intelligence. It runs thus: 
** ^ebecy on the 2Sth ult, at eleven at night arrived at this 
city, on board the Commerce, captain Johnfon, Mr. Briand, 
bifhop of Quebec for the roman catholics. On the day fol- 
lowing, at five o'clock in the morning, the bells of all their 
churches announcedhis arrival to the whole city, which^ave 
general fatisfaftion to all the Canadi :ns. It was really afwiS!:- 
ing to fee them congratulate each other wherever they met, 
and to hear them incelTantly piy to each other, " it is then 
true that we have a bifhop, God hath taken pity on us.'* 
And to fee them afterwards run in crouds totheparifh church 
to fee this bifhop, whom" they look upon as the fupport of 
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their religion, and as a pledge of the king's paternal goodnefs 
to them. It is likely that this favour conferred on the Ca* 
nadians will efFeflually attach them to the Britifb govern- 
ment. It is alfo pleafingto them to have received upon this 
occafion the congratulations of feveral perfons of note of our 
nation^ who feemed to partake of their joy." 

This paragraph was evidently drawn up by fome roman 
catholic in the joy of his heart, who was willing to compli- 
ment the government on the happy eiFe£ls of this miftakeix 
meafure. I heartily wifh the friends of the proteftant caufe, 
had as much reafon to rejoice at the ftateof their religion, but 
it is a melancholy truth, that on the contrary they have the 
greateft reafon to weep over the neglcil of it, which uni- 
verfally prevails at home and abroad. As a proof of this» I 
refer you to the fermon preached by Dr. Newton, bifhop of 
Briftol, before the incorporated fociety for the propagation of 
the gofpel in foreign parts, at Bow-church, on Friday Feb. 
77, 1769, and to the ablira£l of the proceedings of the faid 
fociety, annexed to the fermon. Two paflages however I 
fhall defire you to infert, and if it will not be attended with 
much inconvenience, 1 would entreat the favour of you to 
fend acopy of yourufeful regifter, on this occafion, to each 

of the a ps and b ps, you will find moft of them in 

the purlieus of the court, or at the heels of the D of 

G . 

Extrafi from page 21 of the fermon *^ The church of 

Rome glories in the zeal and number of her miflionaries, who 
compaft fea and land to make profelytes, and {hall they be 
more diligent to propagate a falfe chrijHanity than we the true ? 
And if we totally negledi our colonies and plantations, wiJl 
they not fink into barbarifm and brutality, or become an eafy 
prey to fanaticifm, or popery^ or infidelity, or atheifm, or what 
not ?" 

And that the colonies and plantations are fo neglefted, not- 
withftanding the immenfe iiims colleSed for propagating the 
gofpel according to the proteflant faith in foreign parts. And 
notwithftanding the rank, the known zeal, abilities and in- 
fluence of my lords the bifliops at court, we have a ftriking 
inftancc in page 19 of the abftrad of the proceedings of the 
fociety. 

Canada^ A letter from the reverend Mr. Chalraud Delifle, 
chaplain to the garrifon at Montreal, dated Sep. 30, 1767, 
brings the difagreeable account that the romifh priefts avail 
thcmfelves greatly of the negleded ftate of the church of Eng- 
land in thofe parts, perfuading the Canadians (who are moft 
eafy to be perfuaded, being a moft ignorant bigottcd people, 

and 
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and entirely devoted to the pricfts, efpecially the jefuits) that 
we have not religion fo much at heart as they, being deftituU 
of a decent place for public worjhip he is forced to perform it in the 
hofpital chapely 6cc, 

You V7ill be plcafed to obferve, that the popifh biihop got 
to Quebec in 1766, fo that our proteftant biihops whofe con* 
currence muft have been given to his going out at all, per- 
mitted him to fettle in ftate and fplendor at (^ebec, but have 
not yet been able to fpare out of their puny fortunes and fa- 

laries, or to prevail with tiie m y to afllft them with money 

to defray the expences of eredling a decent place for public 
worftiip for the protefta*its at Montreal. 

The truth of the matter. Sir, is this, that if the bifhops could 
fucceed in the plan of extending the church hierarchy, by epif- 
copifin^ America, in that good old caufe, they would expend 
arouna fum, but as to th^ real intent of pure religion, thac 
muft propagate itfelf, in a barn> a ftable, an hofpital, or what 
not. One word more, and then I will take my leave for this 
time. 

I am told that Mr. Bryant aftually applied to our government 
for a falary to be annexed to his biflioprick of Quebec. I 
ihould be glad if our bifhops would inform us how that matter 
ended. It would have been too glaring an encouragement topo^ 
pery, tohave paid a romifh bi(hop> even B — ehimfelf, as much 
afriend as he is to the papifts, would not have ventured on 
fo bold a ftroke, But how does this bifliop maintain his 
pompous ftation ? I hope no private allowance js remitted him 
from hence. If you can get any intelligence on this head, 
pray communicate it to the public and to Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
Norwich^ Julf 18, 1769. Watch-well, 

On the Expulfton of Mr. TVilkes^ and the AdmiJJion of Colonel 
Lutti ell as fitting Member' for the County of Middlefex, 

A GREAT deal of ufelefs argument might have been 
faved, in the political conteft, which has arifen upon 
the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, and the fubfequent appoint- 
ment of Mr. Luttrell, if the queftion bad been once ftated 
with precifion, to the fatisfacftion of each party, and clearly 
underftood by them both. Bu^ in this, as in almoft every 
other difputc, it ufually happens that much time 'is loft in 
referring to a multitude of cafes and precedents, which prove 
nothing to the purpofe, or in maintaining propofitions, which 
are either not difputed, or, whether they be admitted or de- 
nied, are entirely indifferent as to the matter in debate; until 
at laft the mind, perplexed and confounded with the endlefs 

M 5t fubtleii^ 
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fubtleties of contrpvcrfy, lofes fight of the main queftion,^ 
and never arrives at truth* Both parties in the difpute are 
apt enough to practice thefe diflioneft artifices. The man, 
who is confcious of the weaknefs of his caufc, is interefted 
in concealing it ; and on the other fide it is not uncommon tQ 
fee a good caufe mangled by advocates^ who do not know the 
real ftrength of it. 

I fliould be gJad to know, for inftance, to what purpofe, 
in the prefent cafe, fo many precedents have been produced, 
to prove .that the houfe of commons have a right to expel 
one of their own members; — that it belongs to them to judge 
of the validity of eleftions; — or that the law of parliament 
is part of the law of the land. After all thefe propofitions 
are admitted, Mr. Luttrell's right to his feat will continue to 
be juft as difputable as it was before. Not one of them is at 
prefent in agitation. Let it be admitted that the houfe of 
commons were authorifed to expel Mr. Wilkes; — that they 
are the prcper court to judge of eleftions; — and that the lav\^ 
of parliament is binding upon the people. Still it remains 
to be enquired, whether the houfe, by their refolution in 
favour of Mr. Luttrell, have or have not truly declared that 
law. To facilitate this enquiry, I would have the queftion 
cleared of all foreign or indinerent matter. The following 
ftate of it will probably be thought a fair one by both par- 
ties; and then I imagine there is no gentleman in this coun- 
try, who will not be capable of forming a judicious and true 
opinion upon it. I take the queftion to be ftri£lly this: 
Whether or not it be the known ejiablijhed law of parliament^ that 
the expuljion of a member of the houfe of commons of itf elf creates 
in him fuch an incapacity to be re-ele^fed^ thaty at a fubfequent 
eleSfiony any votes given to him are null and- void^ and that any 
other candidate y whoy except the per/on expelledy.has the greatejfi 
number of'votesj ought to be the fitting member? 

To prove that the affirmative is the law of parliament, I 
apprehend it is not fufficient for the prefent houfe of com- 
mons to declare it to be fo. We may fliut our eyes indeed 
to the dangerous confequences of fufiering one branch of the 
legiflature to declare new laws, without argument or exam- 
ple, and it may perhaps be prudent enough to fubmit to 
authority ; but a mere aflertion vvill never convince — much 
lefs will it be .thought reafonable to prove the right by the 
fadfc itfelf. The miniftry have -Hot yet pretended to fuch a 
tyranny over our minds. To fupport the affirmative fairly, 
it will either be neceffaryto produce fome ftatute, in which 
that pofitive prcvifion £ball have been made, that fpecific 
difability clearly created, and the confequences of it declared ; 

or 
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pr if there be no fuch ftatute, the cuftom of parliament muft 
then be referred to, and fome cafe or cafes, ftriftly in point, 
muft be produced, with the deciiion of the court upon them; 
for I readily admit that the cuftom of parliament, once 
clearly proved, is equally binding with the common and fta- 
tute law. 

The confideration of what may be reafonable or unreafon- 
able, makes no part of this queftion. We are enquiring 
what the law is, not what it ought to be. Reafon may be 
applied to fliew the impropriety or expedience of a law, but 
we muft have either ftatute or precedent to prove the exift- 
ence of it. At the fame time, I do not Aiean to admit that 
the late rcfolution of the houfe of commons is defenfible on 
general principles of reafon, any more than law. This is 
not the hinge on which the. debate turns. 

Suppofing therefore that I have laid down an accurate ftate 
of the queftion, I will venture to affirm, ift. That there is 
po ftatute exifting, by which that fpecific difability, which 
we fpeak of, is created. If there be, let it be produced. The 
argument will then be at an. end. 

2dly, That there is no precedent in all the proceedings of 
the houfe of commons,- which comes entirely home to the 
prefent cafe, viz. Where an expelled member has been returned 
again^ and another candidate^ with an inferior number of votesy 
has been declared the fitting member. If there be fuch a prece- 
dent, let it be given to us plainly, and I am fure it will have 
more weight than all the cunning arguments, which have 
been drawn from inferences and probabilities. 

The miniftry, in that laborious pamphlet, which, I pre- 

fume, contains the whole ftrength of the party, have declared, 

" That Mr. Walpole*s was the firft and only inftancc, in 

which the eleftors of any county or borough had returned 

a perfon expelled to ferve, in the fame parliament." It is not 

poffible to conceive a cafe more exadly in point. Mr. Wal- 

pole was expelled, and having a majority of votes at the next 

election, was returned again. The friends of Mr. .Taylor, 

a candidate fet up by the miniftry, petitioned the houfe that 

he might be the fitting member. Thus far the circumftan- 

ces tally exaftly, except that our houfe of commons faved 

Mr. Luttrell the trouble of petitioning. The point of law 

however was the fame. It came regularly before the houfe, 

and it was their bufmefs to determine upon it. They did 

determine it, for they declared Mr. Taylor not duly elected. 

If it be faid that they meant this refolution as matter of 

favour and indulgence to the borough which had retorted 

• ; Mr. 
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Mr. Walpole upon them, in order that the burgefles, know- 
ing what the law was, might corredl their error, I anfwer, 

I. That it is a ftrange way of ar^ uing to oppofe a fuppo- 
fition, which no man can prove, to a faft which proves 
^tfelf. 

II. That if this were the intention of the houfe of com- 
mons, it muft have defeated itfelf. The burgefles of Lynn 
could never have known their error, much lefs could they 
have correded it, by any inftrudtion they received from the 
proceedings of the houfe of commons. They might, per-* 
haps, have forefeen, that if they returned Mr. Walpole a- 
gain, he would again be rejected; but they never could infer, 
from a refolution by which the candidate wi^h the feweft 
voices was declared not duly eU&ed^ that, at a future ele£^ion, 
^d in fimilar circumftances, the boufe of commons would 
leverfe their refolution, and receive the fame candidate as 
duly ele(Sted, whom they had before rejeded. 

This, indeed, would have been a moft ej^traordinary way 
of declaring the law of p^liament, and what I prefume np 
man, whofe underftanding is not at crofs purpoles with \Xn 
felf, could poiiibly underftand. 

If, in a cafe of this importance, I thought myfelf at liberty 
to argue from fuppofitions rather than from fadis, I think 
the probability, in this cafe, is dire£Uy the reverfe of what 
the miniilry attirm^ and that it is much more likely that the 
houfe of commons at that time would rather have ftrained^ a 
point in favour of Mr. Taylor, than that they would have 
violated the law of parliament, and robbed Mr. Taylor of 
a right legally veiled in him, to gratify a refraftory borough, 
which, in defiance of them, had returned a perfon brand- 
ed with the ftrongeft mark of the difpleafure of the houfe. 

But really, Sir, this way of talking, for I cannot call it 
argument, is a mockery of the common underftanding of the 
nation, too grofs to be endured. Our deareft incerefts are at 
(lake. An attempt has been made, not merely to rob a iingle 
county of its rights, but, by inevitable confequence, to 
alter the conflitution of the houfe of commons. This fatal 
attempt has fucceeded, and flands as a precedent recorded 
for ever. If the miniftry are unable to defend their caufe, 
by fair argument founded on fafts, let them fparc us at leaft 
the mortihcation of being amufed and deluded like children. 
I believe there is yet a fpirit of refiftance in this country, 
which will not fubmit to be oppreffed^ but I am fure there 
js a fund of good fenfe in this country, which cannot be 
deceived. 

J u N I y I, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ii ) 

To his Grace the Z)— of G""----^ 
Mr L0RD9 

IF nature had given you an linderftanding qualified to ke^{l 
pace with the wifhes and principles of your heart, ihe wonld 
have made you, perhaps, the moil formidable minifter that ever 
was employed, under a limited monarch, to accomplifh the ruiA 
of a free people. When neither the feelings of fhame, the re- 
proaches of condcience, nor the dread of punifhment, form any 
bar to the deiigns of a minifter, the people would have too much 
reafon to lament their condition, if they did not find fome re- 
fource in the weaknefs of his underftandin^. We owe it to the 
bounty of providence, that the completed depravity of the heart 
is fometimes ilrangely united with a confufion of the mind, whick 
counter-ads the moil favourite principle, and makes the fame 
man* treacherous without art, and a hypocrite without deceiving. 
The meafures, for initance, in which your grace's adlivity has 
been chieHy exerted, as they were adopted without fkill, fhould 
have been eonduded with more than common dexterity. But 
truly, my lord, the execution has been as grofs as the defiga. 
By one decifive ftep you have defeated all the arts of writing. 
You have fairly confounded the intrigues of oppofition, and fi- 
lenced the clamours of fadion. A dark, ambiguous fyilem might 
require and furnifh the materials of ingenious illuftration, and 
in doubtful meafures the virulent exaggeration of party muft be 
employed to rouze and eneage the paffions of the people. Yoa 
have now brought the merits of your adminiftration to an iiTue, 
on which every Englishman, of the narrowefl capacity, may 
determine for himfelf. It is not an alarm to the paffions, but a 
calm appeal to the judgment of the people upon their own molt 
cffential interefts. A more experienced miniller would not have 
hazarded a dired invafion of the firft principles of the conflitution, 
before he had made fome progrefs in fubduing the fpirit of the 
people. With fuch a caufe as your's, my lord, it is not fuffi- 
cient th^t you have the court at your devotion, unlefs you can 
find means to intimidate or corrupt the jury. The colledlive body 
of the people form that jury, and from their decifion there ia 
but one appeal. 

Whether you have talents to fupport you at a crifis of fuch dif- 
ficulty and danger, fhould longfince have been confidered. Judg- 
ing truly of your difpofition, you have, perhaps, miilaken the 
extent of your capacity. Good faith and fblly have fo long been 
received for fynonymous terms, that the Tcverfe of the propofition 
has grown into credit, and every villain fancies himfelf a man 
of abilities. It is the apprehenfion of your friends, my lord, 
thatyoti have drawn fome hafty conclufion of this fort, and that a 
partial reliance upon your moral charadler has betrayed you beyond 
the depth of your underllanding. Ydu have now carried things 
top far to retreat. You have plainly declared to the people what 
they are fo exped from the continuance of your adminiilration. 

It 
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It is time for your grace to confider what you aJfo may cxpe£l iii 
return from their fpirit and their refentment. 

Since the acceffion of our moft gracious fovereign to the throne, 
we have feen a fyftem of government, which may well be called a 
reign of experiments. Parties of all denominations have been 
employed and difmiffed. The advice of the ableft men in this 
country has been repeatedly called for and rejedled ; and when the 
royal difpleafure has been fignified to a miniileri the marks of it 
have ufually been proportioned to his abilities and integrity. The 
fpirit of the favourite has had fome apparent influence upon 
every adminiftration ; and every fet of minifters preferved an ap- 
pearance of duration, as long as they fubmitted to that influence. 
But there were certain fervices to be performed for the favourite's 
fecurity, or to gratify his refentments, which your predeceflbrs 
in ofiice had the wifdom or the .virtue not to undertake. The 
moment this refraftory fpirit was difcovered, their difgrace was 
determined. Lord Chatham, Mr. (jrenville, and lord Rocking- 
ham, have fucceflively had the honour to b^ difmHTed, forprefer- 
ting their duty, as fervants of the public, to thofe compliances, 
which were expedled from their ftation. A fubmiffive adminiftra- 
tion was at laft gradually colle£led from the deferters of all parties, 
interefts and connexions ; and nothing remained but to find a 
leader for the fe gallant, well-difciplined troops. Stand forth, xny 
•lord, ibr thou art the man. Lord Bute found no refource of de- 
pendance or fecuritv in the proud impofing fuperiority of Lord 
Chatham's abilities, the flirewd, inflexible judgment of Mr. Gran- 
ville, nor in the mild, but determined, integrity of Lord Rock- 
ingham. His views and fituation required,^ creature void of all 
thefe properties; and he was forced tb go through ^wtry divifion, 
refolution, compofition and refinement of pplitic^al chymiftry, 
l)efore he happi.y arrived at the caput niortuum of vitriol in your 
grace. Flat and infipid in your retired flate, but brought into 
adion you become vitriol again. Such are the extremes of alter- 
nate indolence or fury, which have governed your whole admini- 
ilration. Your circumftances with regard to, the people foon be- 
coming defperate, like other honeft fervants, you determined to 
involve the befl of mailers in the fame difiiculties .with yourfelf. 
We owe it to your grace's well-direfted labours, that your fove- ^ 
reign has been perfuaded to doubt of the afleftions of his fuhjefts, 
and the people to fufpedt the virtues of the fovereign, at a time 
when Ijoth were unqueiHonable. You have degraded the royal 
dignity into a bafe, diflionourable competition with Mr* Wilkes, 
nor had you abilities to carry even this laft contemptible triumph 
over a private man, without the groflell violation pf the funda- 
mental laws of the conilitucion and rights of the people. But 
thefe are rights, my lord, which you can no more annihilate^ 
than you can the foil to which they are annexed. The queftion 
no longer turns upon points of national honour and fecurity a- 
broad, or on the degrees oj experience and propriety of meafures 

at 
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At borne, tt was not inconfiftent that you (Iiould abandon ttie 
tanfe of liberty in another country, which you had perfecuted ih 
your own ; and in the common arts of domeftic corruption, we 
mifs n6 part of Sir Robert Walpole's fyftem, except his abilities* 
In this humble, imitative line you might have proceeded, fafe 
and contemptible. You might probably never have rifen to the 
dignity of being hated, and you might even have been dcfpifed 
with moderation. But it feems you meant to be diftinguifhed ; 
and to a mi lid like your's, there was no other road to fame, but 
by the dfftruftion of a noble fabric, which you thought hkid been 
too long the admiration of mankind. The ufe you have lately 
made of the military force introduced an alarming change in the 
mode of executing the laws. The arbitrary appointment of Mr, 
Luttrel invades the foundation of the laws themfelves, as it ma- 
nifeiUy transfers the right of legiilarion from thofe whom the 
people have chofen, to thofe whom they have rejected. With a 
liicceiiion of fuch appointments, we may foon fee a H— c of 
C s colleded, in the choice of which the other towns and 
counties of England will have as little ihare as the devoted coun-> 
ty of Middlefex* 

Vet I truft your grace will find, that the people of this country 
are neither to be intimidated by violent meafures, nor deceived 
by refinements. When they fee Mr. Luttrel 1 feated in the houfe 
of commons by mere dint of power, and in direct oppofition to 
the choice of a whole county, they will not liften to thofe fub- 
tleties, by which every arbitrary exertion of authority is ex- 
plained into the law and privilege of parliament. It requires no 
perfuafion of argument, but fimply the evidence of the lenfes to 
convince them, that to transfer the right of eleftion from the 
colle^ive to the reprefentative body of the people, contradi6ls 
all thofe ideas of alioufe of commons, which they have received 
from their forefathers, and which they already, though vainly 
perhaps, delivered to their children. The principles, on which 
this violent meafurehas been defended, ha\e added fcorn to in- 
Jury, and forced us to feel, that we are not only opprefled but 
infulted. 

With what force, my lord, with what protedion are you pre- 
pared to meet the united deteftation of the pco'ple of England ? 
The city of London has given a generous example to the king- 
dom, in what manner a king of this country ought to be ad- 
dre/Ted ; and I fancy, my lord, it is not yet in your courage to 
iftand between your fovereign and the addrefles of his fubjedls. 
The injuries you have done this country are fuch as demand not 
only redrefs, but vengeance. In vain you look for protedlion to 
that venal vote, which you have already paid for; another mud 

be purchafcd; and, to fave a minillef, the h— e of C — s 

muft declare themfclves not only independent of their confti* 
tuents, but the determined enemies of the conftitution. Cop. 
lider, my lord, whether this be «n extremity, to which their 

Vol V. , N fear. 
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few will pefnHt tbcni to advance ; or, i/ tbefr pnofcAIon fltouti 
fail you, how far you are authorized to rdy upon the iincerity 
of thofc finilcs, which a pious count Uviibes without j-clufitancr 
upon a libertiwe fey proleflion. It is o«t,, iodeod, <hc lealKof .the 
thoufand contradi^ionfi which attend y4>u^ fihat a oiau, ouxkM 
tathe^voildhyiliegroffeft violation of jjl oefemony aad decorum^ 
fliouldfeeth^frrftfervantofacourt, in wWuch prayer* are iworality, 
and kneeling is religion, Tnxft aot too far tt> appearances, by. 
which your predeceffors have been .deceiv>ed, though they have 
not been injured. Even the beft of princes may al laft difcover, 
that this is a x^ontention, in whicjh «v«iy thiag ma^ be loi!, biiC 
nothing can be gained ; and as you became niniHerby accident^ 
were, adopted without choice, trufted wtthcMit confi<jbQace, and 
continued wii<hoiit favoar, be aiTand that, whenever ftn occafipa 
j^refents, yon wilt bit difcarded without even the fornn of v^^ret^ 
You will ^hen have rea^n to be duMskful, if |roa are penn^tted 
to retire tothat ieat of learning, which, in cont^mptlatioii of'tbfr 
fyftem of yoor life, the oomparative purity of your fliannera with 
thofe of their high fleward, -and a thoufand other i«CDinup»^nding 
circumflances, has choien you to encourage th# gfoiwifig vktuc^ 
«f their youth, and to prcfidc over their Mucation. Whenever 
ihe fpirit of diftribulang prebends and faAftoprics ftiU h«y< de- 
parted from you, yo« will find that learned fomtnaiy per&^ly. 
recovered from the delirium of an inJlaUation, and, what in 
truth it ought to be, once more a peaceful icone of flumbor. sod 
Bieditation. The venerable tutors of the «niverfity ivHl no 
lon^ diftrefs your modefty, by propofing you for a Mtern tft 
their pupils. The learned dulnefs of declamation will be iilcojt^ 
and even the venal muie, though happieft in fiAion, will forget 
your virtues. Yet, for the benefit of the fucceedihg jage« Icouid 
wi(h that your vetreat might be deferred until yonr ntprab ihaU 
happily be ripened to that matority of corruption, at which, pht«- 
lofophers tell us, the worft examples cetA to he contageous. 

J Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Mr. John Churchill, brotbw of tht 

selebratid Mr. Charles Churchill. 

Written when the report had gained credit of a vacancy fo» 
the city of Weilminiler, by the death of the right honpurablii 
lord Sandys, whofe eldeft fon is one of the reprefentative^ for 
that city. His lordfhip being Hill living, no vacancy has hap^ 
pened. 

IB £ G the favour of you, my dear fir, to return my hMb^ 
thanks to the friends of liberty in Weftminfter, who hav^ ii» 
handfomely ofifered me their fervice on the prefent vacancy for 
that city. I wiih you to be quite explicit on the occafion, And 
tp declare it in xsj^y hame^ th^t I think i| my duty to decline thf 
hpnour intended m&. 

* I am. 
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I.nmnow^ much a member of the houfe of commons as ih» 
fpes^er himieif. I'he only difference 1 can find cat is, I repro^ 
fent the firft county in England, he a Imall bcM'oiftgh ift Lincolii^ 
ihire ; 1 am a knight «! Che fliire^ he is a fimple burgefs. At 
jthis time I am aflualFy fupporti^g, as far as I can» the ri:ght of 
repreientation of mjr wofchy coaftituents, 9Xkd o# every eledor ill 
the iiland^ which is violated in my pretended expuliioB. I will 
parfue with unwearied zeal fo a great a caufe. I hold m^Mf 
itill the colleague of Mr. feHeant Glynn, becaiife we were both 
chofen by a majority >of the freehokieTs <Mf thecou«ty of Middle^ 
ftx. I am beiides determined n^ to vacate jny feat in partial 
ment, and therrfbre 1 cannot be in the capacity of receiving; £ack 
obliging marks of regard fronvx^ur Weilminfter Iri4n(lsy. whoitt I 
much eileem, but cannot reprefetit. I have taken my refoluli<M» 
which yoii know is always very deeifive. I will nevvr fit in par* 
Kament but by the favour and free choioo of the fVeeluilden 
of Middlefex. No political changes, nor any cooiUoratidii what* 
ever fhall induce me to quit the particular fervice- of n«y pre* 
<cnt worthy conftituents- They have under tiso iHoii tfy'tAg d#i» 
•cumilancca fupported me with uuparallelled fLrtiSAe{i a»d g9neP(^ 
fiiy. I am theirs for life hoj» every principle df hrtfMitr stad grv* 

Believe me ever your mod afFeftionaley 

and obliged humble fervant, 

J O HN WILKES. 

|l ■ ' f ' U > "J" ■ ' ■lllli^ I^M.Ii ■. I I ■ I I I III I I 11* 

Cofy of a ismr/rvm GcorgjR Onflow, ^; i^ Ji^ Wilkes, j^^j 

Ember-court; 9ep«, tr, 1765. 
My dear old friend, 

HAVfNG been moll (hamefully filent w yoff dtn^ffg rite rea 
mainder of an oppofition, which did herfltour tfo' evtery nfan 
concerned in it, and to the credit of which you fo much contri- 
baled, I now begin my correfpoQ4eYice with you, at my £r;ft ca- 
tering into office with and under an adminiftr^iouv whftfe princi- 
ples, I hope and b«lieve, wiil authorize yoiw gmn;|r eqmk titp* 
fort to, in their very diiferent fiti^tion. if they 3rdl not, as { 
now they do, revere and hold facred thofe fontirrtem$ they avow« 
fd during the two laA years, and in abhorrence thofb vile and 
delegable onejtoi periecutton and injuftice, whkbtheppablic were 
^ injured in, in your perfon, I (hould be a>(Karaed^ of what I ami 
ROW priaud of-^bearing the fmall fhare I do among them,«^Ptf^-« 
Ik marks of ^his, as well as friifate onc$ I hope will foon tal^a 
place. 

Honeft Hiaiftph^ has dined with me here to-day^ and we have 
jtift drank your health, ^b we h^tve often done. Honeft as he is^ 
\ never felt him more fo, thai^ your lafl letter to him, which h^ 
lias jirft now fhewed me, has made \\\m appear to me; hi having 
ioae ju^ice tQ my very fijicere and confbat regards to aad a^ 
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tell -ation of you. Every word of this letter of your*s, (dated th^ 
26lh of Auguft of Geneva) I fubfcribe to, and think and per- 
fuade myfelf the completion of our patriot, not felfifli wilhes 
(for fuch they are not) will foon appear among many other prpofs 
of integrity, fteadinefs, and virtue, in the prrefent miniftry, and 
«f their being as inimical as ever to thofe whom they have beea 
Cppoiing, for having afled contrary to all thefe principles. , 

Your friend Mrs. Onflow has been enjoying witH Jis in infinite 
mirth your laft fpecimen of notes on diiFerent parts of great 
Churcnill's works, viz. Hogarth, Talbot, and the fcoundrel bi- 
ihop. They are fpecimens, indeed, of your amazing wit and 
abilities ; and when he has more of them, he has promifed me sl 
copy. 

Believe me, my dear John, your mentioning me as you do, 
gratifies my pride, as it will always do to fliew myfelf your 
friend and humble fervant, I was always fo as a public and as a 
private man. Our good friend Humphry and I are at this mo- 
ment in your fervice, and from us both Ihall foon, hear, par- 
ticularly as to the contents of your letter of the 26th. I beg you 
to believe that I mod truly and affedion^tely am, your fai th- 

ful humble fervant. >^ >^ 

' GfORGE Onslow* 

Poftfcript. Poftpone your judgpient, till you hear again from 
me, on what I lament as much as you can do, and think of as 
you do — Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple's being not in employment. 

La *vrai fcience au jeu eft de f^a^voir ecarter — la plus bajjfe dif ta 
touleur^ qui (ourne, *uaut mieux que la plus haute de la partie prece-, 
dente. 

L'homme de cour de Balthasar Gratian, nouvelle im- 
preflion, imprimee a Epjfom^ '7^9> P**^ Monlieur G— e O— — w. 

Petition of the Liverry £/* London, and an Account rf the 
Deli^very of it. 

ACRE ABLE to the refolutions taken at Guildhall on Sa* 
turday June 24th, for which fee page 49 of our lad num- 
ber, on Wednefday July 5th. The right honourable Samuel 
Turner, Efq; lord mayor ; Sir Robert Ladbroke ; Mr. Alderman 
Beckford, and Mr. Alderman Trecothick, together with the ' 
flierifFs, accompanied by Peter Roberts, Efq; the city's remem- 
brancer, waited upon his majefty at St. James's, ^nd being in- 
troduced to his majeily by the right honourable the earj Orford,. 
' the lord in waiting ; the Lord mayor addreifed his majeily to the 
following effed, . 

Moft gracious Sonjereign^ 
We the lord mayor, the reprefentatives in parliament, together 
with the fhcriffs of your n ajelly's ancient and loyal city of Lon- 
don, prefume to approach your royal perfon, and beg lepve to 
prefent with all humility to your majeily, the dutiful and moll 
humble petition of your majeHy's faithful and loyal fubjedls th^ 
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livery of London, in common-hall aflembled, complaining ^ 
grievances; and from . your majerty's unbounded goodnefs and 
paternal regard and affeftion for all your fubjefls, they humbly 
prcfumc to hope, that your ^ajcfty will gracioufly condefcend t© 
liften to their juft complaints, and to grant them fuich relief as 
in your majefty's honour, wifdom and juftice (hall fcem meet. 

After which his lordftiip had the honour of prefenting the faii 
petition to his majefty ; which was gracioufly received, and Is as 
follows ; 

To the K I N G's moft excellent Majefty ; 
The humble Petition of the Livery of the City of London, 
in Common-hall affembled. 
Mofi gracious Sovereign , 

WE your majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjefls, the livery of the 
tity of London, with all the humility which is due from free 
fubjefts to their lawful fovereign, but with all the anxiety which 
the fenfe of the prefent oppreflions, and the juft dread of future 
mifchiefs produce in our minds, beg leave to lay before your 
majefty fome of thofe intolerable grievances which your people 
have fufFered from the evil conduct of thofc who have 'been in-, 
trufted with the adminiftration of your majefty's government; 
and from the fecret unremitting inflciencc of the worft of coun- 
fel lors. 

We ihould be wanting in our duty to your majefty, as well to 
ourfejves and our pofterity, ftiould we forbear to reprefent'to the 
throne the dcfperate attempts which have been, and are too fuc- 
cefsfully, made, to deftroy that conftitution, to the fpirit of 
which we owe the relation which fubfifts between your majefty 
and the fubjedts of thefe realms, and to fubvert thofe facred laws 
vvhich our anceftors have fealed with their blood. 

Your minifters, from corrupt principles, and in violation of 
every duty, have, by various enumerated means, invaded our 
invaluable and unalienable 'ight of trial by jury 
. They have, with impunity, iflued general warrants, and vio- 
lently feized perfons and private papers. 

They have rendered the laws non-eifedlive to our fecuri'ty, by 
evading the Habeas Corpus. 

They have caufed punilhments, and even perpetual imprifon- 
ment, to be inflided, without trial, convidion, or fentence. 

They have brought into difreputc, the civil magirtracy, by the 
appointment of perfons who are, in many refpefts, untiualified 
for that important truft, and have thereby purpofely furnifhed a 
pretence for calling in the aid of a military power. 

They avow, and endeavour to eftablifti, a maxim, abfolutcly 
inconiiftent with our conftitution ; — that ** an occafion for eftec- 
taally employing a military force, always prefents itfelf, whcr. 
the civil power is trifled with or infulted;'* and, by a fatal and 
falfe application of this maxim, they have wantonly and wicked- 
ly facrificed the lives of many of your majefty's innocent fab- 
lefts, and havq proftituted your majefty's facred name and auchori«- 
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Cjr* to jaftify, applaud, and recommend tbeir own illsgal ai&4r 
fciloody adions. 

They have fcrccncd more than one murderer froni panifhment^ 
and in tts place have unnaturally fubftitated rewijird. 

They (lare eUabltihed num^frlefs unconftitational regalations 
ana taxations in our colonies. They have caufed a revenue to 
he railed in fome of them by prerogative. They have appointed 
civil law judges to try revenue caufes, and to be paid from ouit 
of the condemnation-money. 

After having infulted and defeated the' kw oijb different occai- 
£on«, and by different contrivances* both at home and abroad 
they have at length compleated their defign by violently wreiling^ 
from the people il?t lafi f acred right nue bud left , the right of elec- 
tion* by the unprecedented featmg^ of a candidate notoriously (et 
up and chofen only by themfelves. They have thereby taken from 
your fubjefts all hopes of parliamentary redrefs, and have left us 
no refource* under God, but in yojir roajefty. 

All this they have been able to cfFed by corruption* By a' 
fcandalous mifapplication and embezzlement of the public trea^- 
furc, and a Ihameful proltitution of public honours and employ- 
ments ; procuring deficiencies of the civil lift to be m,9de good 
without examination ; and, indead of punifhing, conferring 
honours on a paymafter, the public defaulter of unaccounted 
inilttons. 

From an unfeigned fenfe of the duty we owe to your majefly^ 
and to our country, we have ventured thus humbly to lay before' 
the throne thefe great and important truths^ which it has been 
the bufinefs of your njiiniflers ro conceal. We moll earneilly be- 
iecch vour majelly to grant us redrefs. It is for the purpoie of 
7edre(s alone, and for fuch occaiions as the prefent, that thofe 

Sreat and extenfive powers are intrufled to the crown by the wif- 
om of that conftitution which your raajelly's illuilrious family 
was chofen to defend, and which we truit in God it will for evev 
fiontlnue to fupport. 

Various reports haye been circulated concerning the re<;eption of th$ 
Lord mayor at St. yames*s : among which, the following feems /f 
itafve gained uni'Verfal credit : • 

That his lordfhip after waiting a (hort time in the anti-cham- 
ber fent in a meffage jby the remembrancer, to the lord of th<i 
bed-chamber. He was defired by Mr. Pitt, groom of the bed- 
chamber, to deliver his mefTage. The remembrancer anfwcred^ 
his bufinefs could only be delivered to the lord of the bed-cham- 
ber, and that his orders were to c^municate it to none but hi) 
lordfhip. Soon after lord Huntington came out, and acquainted the 
lord mayor, that lord Orlbrd was in waiting,, that the levee wa* 
be2un, and therefore he could not leave the king ; but if they 
had any thing to prefent, they might walk into die kyee* Mr* 
Beckford anfwered, they were there ready to obey ih^ king's 
commands; and lord Huntington retorned. After fome time* 
lord Orford, the faid lord in waiting, came out, and told them» 
that if they had any thing to deliver,- they might walk into the 

levee. 
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fcvce, whicti tAey <Iid, and die king bring near the Soot, Ad 
lord mayor delivered the petition into his majefty's hand» and at 
the fametii|;ie made a fliort fpeech fuitable to the occaiion. The 
king made no anfwer, but turned about to baron Dieden^ the Da« 
ttifli miniiler/ and delivered the petition to the lord in waiting. 

> \ - ■ . . • ■ — — 

Jconci/e Account^ the C'ontro'verfy that has been carried en in the 
fuhlic News-faferSf o^ng i^ Lotd Holland* s applying to himfelf 
%ne of the Articles of Gfievantei contained in tht Petition of the Li^ 
^aery of 'London to his Majtfif* 

T O R D Bollan4 inuginioj; he was the pay m after refleded oft 
P f thought proper to write a letter to the right honourable tlip 
SrJ mayor, .conu)laiiung of the injultice of the charge, and aH- 
Cwiiij; him (hat Mr. alderman Bockford had papers in hu pofTe/^ ' 
£pii which would acquit him oi the impu.tation, alfb intimating 
that he ihould Ipok upon the lord mayor to be refponfLble fot 
this attack on his r^utation as being the perfon who prefentec^ 
the petition to the ]w%* The lord mayor in anfwer having in«> 
fiirmeil lorA itoHand that he looked upon himlelf only as the 
carrifr of the iaid petition^ and not in the leaft accountable for 
aay part of J^e contems; very fevere cenfajes have been thrown 
o«t a^ainft the apparent timodity pf this worthy magiftrate^ 
wj^ich feenis wholly undeferved, as a profecution for a charge of 
fo high a nature is a ferious mat-ter# And Jiad not the lord mayor 
been ejdtremely cau^tjipu^ in what he wrote« and taken care to* 
avoid All fefponnbUitv for the contents of the petition^ it cannot 
be doubted, tliatlord Holland's lawyers would have been ready 
to have feised on their prey. The public malt finally acquit this 
iwry candid magtflrace, when they iee that lord Holland Hands 
ttp^niiis 4efe«icey and is at camp ting to clear himfelf of the crime 
bid to his charge. 

The relereAce made by lord Ho^Hand :to papers in Mr*^ Beckford'a 
pafleffico produced the iaHowiog letter in the news-papers front 
tbat gentleman ; 

4n asahentif Cap of » Letter recei'ved hy ft U^eryman of Loudow* 
Dear Sir, Fonthill, July 15, 1769. 

<* I am as much furprized as you feem to be, at feeing my 
name, and papers in my poiTeiTion, appealed to by a noble lord. 
You and. my friends in the city, tjiink it Incumbcjnt on me to 
vin£cate (as they are pleafed to exprefs themfdves) my hotiour 
and chaimder, which are called in q^ueftion. The only proper fatis- 
fttftionan my pawer ta^ive you, and my other triends, is, to 
Delate plain matters 4>f fad, to the beft pf my recoUedlioi]. . 

In the lafl felTions of pailiament, on a queflioa of revenue (as 
far as my memory ferves) I did declare to the houfe, that the 
^Uic revenue had been fquandered away, and the money of the 
nataOA had not been regularly audited and accounted for ; 

Tibat in the depart«9ent of the pay-oiHce, I had been informed, 
there wete ppM^sariUof 4Q.milUpns notprpper]y accounted for : tbai 

the 
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ike officers of the king's exchequer, were bound in duty to (c^ 
juilice done to the public : that procefs had iiTued.out of the ex- 
chequer ; and^ that all proceedings for a certain time, had been 
fufpended by the king's fign manual. I then did declare, that ic 
was an high offence for any minifler to advife the king to flop 
%hc courfe of public juftice» without aHigning a very good reafon 
for fuch his advice. I deiired the chancellor of the exchequer,, 
and the lords of th^ treafury, who fat oppofite to me, to fet me 
right, if my information was not well founded ; but not a iingle 
word was uttered in anfwer, by any of the gentlemen in admi- 
nitration. 

After fome days had elapfed, I met my friend Mr. Woodhoufe 
5n Weilminfter-hall ; he told me, I had been mifinformed as to 
what T had mentioned in the houfe of commons ; and that if I 
>vould give him leave, he would fend me a paper from a noble 
lord,; which would convince me of my miftake. The paper al- 
Inded to is in London ; I therefore cannot fpeak of the contents 
with accuracy and prccilion, but this I recoiled, that the perufal 
of the paper did not convince me, that ail] I had heard was falfe. 
It was a private paper, and I do nor recolledl having (hewn it to 
more than a fingle perfon. 1 have no doubt, Mr. Woodhoufe has 
a copy of the paper by him, and I hope he will fubmit the con- 
tents to the judgment of the public, in vindication of an inno-* 
CENT man. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your ever faithful, and affedionate humble fervant, 

WILL. BECI^FORD. 

Lord Holland, in confequence of this letter, has been plea(ed 
to give the public an account of the difficulties attending the 
making up his accounts, which, that we may do juilice to his 
lordfhip, we infert, and we have this farther view in recording 
fuch authentic pieces, they may ferve as references on iimilar 
fubjedls at future and far diilant periods. How far his lordfhip 
has exculpated himfelf muit be left to the decifion of that 
public to whom he appeals ; but we cannot omit the demand of 
an anonymous writer in one of the papers — Let him pay the 
cafh in his hand, it is the nation's money who want it and will 
' demand it. 

OBSERVATIONS on the Accounts of the 
Paymaster. General. 

WHIT ijuere Lor J Hollsindh accouf/ts, as paymafier-generai, fir • 
the years 1757, 1758, 42^1759, not deli'uered to tht auditors^ 
hefire the year 1 768 ? 

Anfwer. 

THE paymader general's officers being befl acqnainted with 

army accounts, are employed in making up the accounts of the 

preceding paymafters. The accounts of the earls of Chatham, 

Darlington and Kinnoul, and Mr. Potter, were made up by 

th«m 
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them^ and i-cgularly, and in due courfe, delivered to the audi- 
tors. 

Great as the army and its expences were, during the laft war, 
beyond all former example, difperfed in all quarters of the world j 
anddMcult, as ii evidently muft have been, to keep the accounts 
in any tolerable order ; it will be found, upon examination, 
tteit die accounts of Lord Holland, as paymailer general, are 
not fartber back than thofe of his predeceffors, and that his lord- 
Ihip's accounts are not kept back, as has been fuggefted, from 
inclination, but necefiity. 

The late Mr. Winnington's* accounts, for two years and a half, 
from December 1743 to 24th of June 1746, were declared the 
15th of May 1760. The earl of Chatham's accounts, for nine 
years and a half, from the 25th of June 1746 to the 24th of De- 
cember 1755, are not yet declared. The earls of Darlington 
and Kinnottl, for the year 1756, a.nd the earl of Kinnours and 
Mr. Potter's, for fix months, to the 24th of June 1757, are now 
before the auditors. The accounts of Lord Holland, for the years 
1757, 1758, and 1759; likewife the accounts of his deputies, 
attending xhe army in Germany, from the commencement to the 
end of the late war, are alfo before the auditors for their exami- 
nation ; and his lordihip's account for the year 1 760, is almoil 
ready to be delivered to them. 

From the nature and extention of army accounts, it is moft 
evident^ to thofe that are beft acquainted with them, that it is 
tedious and difficult to bring. even regimental accounts to a final 
adjuitment ; other parts of the accounts are more fo. Lord Hol- 
land, in the courfe of the years 1759, 1760, 1761, 1762, 1763, and 
1764, has paid to regiments and independent companies, 320391]. 
9s. I id; whoie accounts are, at this time, unadjuded, for want 
of proper authorities; and till thofe authorities are obtained the 
auditor will not allow one fhillin^ of faid fum, in his lordihip's 
accounts :, to obtain thefe authorities, his lordilup has often re- * 
peated his folicitations. 

What is the balance of cajh in Lord Holland's hands ? 
Anfwer. 

THE meaning of this queftion can be no other than, what 
favings are in Lord Holland's hands ? Or, in other words, Ho;v 
much has the expence, in any caft, fallen fhort of the fum 
vt)ted ? 

As to th6 favings : ■ fo far as the pay-office has been enabled 
to ftate the army accounts, they have been given into parli^* 
inent. 

From fervices that have fallen ftiort of the fums voted, and 
from monies paid in by army accomptants. Lord Holland di- 
redcd accounts to be made up and laid befo»-e the houfe of 
commons J and accordingly (out of thefe favings in Lord Hol- 

* The fame Mr. Winnington from whofe Apokgy for lis Condu^ in Parlia"- 
mnt fome very remarkable extra£^8 are made in ihc political eOliy beginning this 
number. 

Vol. V. O . hnd's 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(96) 
land's li<}nd) parliament from time to time availed itfelf of die 

following fumsy viz. 
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Voted in aid of extraordinariesy to 

Dec. 14, 1763, 
Voted ia the year 1761, in aid of 

German claims. 
Voted in the year 1765, in aid of 

ditto fervice. 
Voted in the year 1766, in aid of 

extraordinary fervices. 
Voted in the year 1767, in aid of 

cxtraordinaries, and other fer- 

vices, 
Voted in the year 1768, in aid of 

the fupply 



His lordfhip could by no other means afcertain and give into 
parliament the (avings on the votes for the army, but by the final 
adjullment of army accounts ; what further Savings may be, is 
very uncertain, as they cannot be known before the fervices are 
abfolutely determined and clofed. 

His lordfhip is very forry to fay it. That in the years 1759, 
1760, 1761, 1762, 176J, and 1764, there are not lefs than M-^ 
ty-fix regiments and companies, now, Handing open and unadjufl- 
ed, for want of auchorities ; and in his ledgers there are accounts 
to a much greater extent, as the pay of ftaiF officers, &c. 

It may be feen here, that though Mr. Winningtoh died in A- 
pril 1746; and his executor, Mr. Ingram ufed all poffible indufiry 
to clofc his accounts, they could not be clofed till 1760; four- 
teen years. The earl of Chatham went out in December 1755 j 
yet are not his accounts clofed till 1768; thirteen years. The 
earl of Kinnoul's are not doled yet, though he has been out of 
the office eleven years. Lord Holland has been out three years 
and « half: where is the wonder his are not clofed ? 

If tiiofe who complain, will ihew Lord Holland how he can 
proceed failer than he does, he will be very n^uch obliged to 
them. Let It be obferved, that he has before the auditors, al- 
ready, accounts, for more years than. Mr. Winnington, or Lord 
Kinuoul had 10 account for. 

MEMORIAL for Lord Holland ,to have longer time to 
make up his accounts as lat^ paymailer general. 

May it pleafe your Lor^Jhips^ 

IHiiG jeave to inform your lordfhips that a procefs is in the 
hands of the ftierifi's of Middlefex again ft me to account to his 
majelly for the monies imprcffed to me as pay matter general of his 
majeily';) ibrccs, 

Imoft 
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I mo(l humbly apprehend that the regular ordinary coorfe o 
accounting in the exchequer was calculated when eiliiblifhcd, for 
tranfa£lions at home, which are eailly and readily to be collected 
and made up at Ihort periods of time. 

The accounts of the army when employed abroad particularly, 
muft unavoidably be much in arrear from the nature of the fer^ 
vice. The army payments are nec-slTarily in arrear ; and articles 
from accidents inevitably are obliged often to remain open a very 
long time before, they can finally be clofed. 

The accounts of the laft war arc voluminous and difficult be- 
yond example. The great variety of operations, and the very 
great diftance of the troops, made, and muft make, the corrcf- 
pondence, and adjufting thofe accounts with the paymafter and 
accountants attending them, very ilow and tedious: thefe there« 
fore will require longer time to make up both from their bulk and 
difficulty. 

During the courfe of a war, the troops conftantly changing and 
moving, and the fervice in the utmoft hurry, it cannot then be 
done with the order and regularity abfolutcly neceffary. 

Since the war the utmoft diligence has been ufed In them. 
The gr^at intricate article of foreign expence, (viz. the German) 
has been got together for the whole time (which, after the former war, 
was feveral years about ;) and one year and an half's general ac- 
count is now made out and ready to be laid before the auditors ; 
the re^ will regularly be laid before them, as faft as it is poffibl^ 
to make themt up. Though I have been two years out of employ- 
ment, the payments for my time are not yet compleated. 

I therefore pray your lordfhips will be plcafed to obtain his 
inajefty*s warrant, granting me longer time for making up my ac- - 
counts as paymafter general of his piajefty's forces. 
Which is, &c. 

Pa^-Ofce. Hor/e Guards^ HOLLAND, 

z^tbjimef 1767. 

icing's Warrant, Stay of Procefs againft Lofd Holland for ^x 
* Monthst 

COPY. 
GEORGE R. 

WHEREAS our right trufty and Well-beloved Henry 
Lord Holland, hath, by the annexed memorial, repre- 
fented that from feveral unavoidable caufes and difficulties, hie 
hath been prevented making up his accounts as late paymafter 
general of -our forces : and we having taken the faid matter into 
our royal confideration, ar? gracioufly pleafed to grant unto hin^ 
^ farther time for making up his accompts. Our will and plea- 
sure therefore is, and we do hereby direft, authorife, and require 
you to caufeall procefs againft the faid Henry Lard Holland, for hi» 
accompts, as late paymafter general of our forces, to be ftaycd, 
in and daring the term pf fix months^ coniputed from the day 
• " '02"'' "9 
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of the date hereof. And for fo dojijg this ftall be your "War^ 
rant. Given at our court at St. James's the eighth day of July« 
176;, in the feventh year of bur reign. 

By his Majefiy's command, 
' GRAFTON, 

C.TOWNSHEND, 
To our right truly, and^ellrhekved. THO. TOWNSHEND, 
. Samuel Lor4 Marjham^ our rt"^ 
fnembrancer in our court of Ex- 
chequer, 



The folionjoiftg remarkable addrefs of the general ajfembly of the colony of 
NeiV'torkj defervedly attrails the notice ofaU perfons interefled in the 
trade of that colony y on account of the governor^! refufal to grant their 
requeji therein contained, ivb'icb bad it been complied ivitb might have 
been the means of facilitating their remittances to Qreat- Britain, 
To his excellency- Sir Henry Moored Bart, captain-general and governor 
in chief in and over the colony of New-York, and over the tenritones 
depending thereon, in America, and chancellor and Vice admiral of 
the fame. 

The humble addrefs of the general aflembly of thef^^id colony. 
Mizy'itfleaje'your excellency y 
"1T7E' his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubjcds, the general aflem- 
y^ bly ef the colony of New- York, beg leave to reprefent to your 
excellency the great and abfohite neceflity there is in theprefent didreflcd 
condition of this colony, for your excellency's aflenting to the bill en- 
titled, " an a6"l: for emitting the fum of one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand pounds, in bills of credit, to be put on loan, and to appropriate 
the intcreftarifing thereon to'the payment of the debts of this colony, and 
to fuch exigencies as the circumAances of this colony may from time to 
time render ncceflaiy." 

Firft, becaufe in the prefcnt impoveriihed ftatc of the colony, from the 
great fcarcity of fpecie, and total want of a paper currency, a vaft num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the colony are under the neceflity of felling 
their eftates for half of their value } the trading part of the colony are 
tinable tb make remittances ; the Britifh merchants and raanufafturers 
are prevented from receiving their juft debts, and the general and other 
public officers of the army are obliged to negociate their bills of ex- 
change confiderably below the ufual par, which muft greatly injure his 
Majefty's fervice.in North America. 

Secondly, becaufe the a£ls pa/fed for raifing the neceflary fupplies for 
the payment of the (alaries and fei*vices of the feveral officers of go'vern-. 
inent have of late years, from the great decay of trade, fallen contidei-a- 
bly ihort of anfwering thofe purpo^s, and thereby greatly increafed ihe 
debts of the colony. 

Thirdly, becaufe from the great deficiency in the public funds the co- 
lony will be driven to the greateft diftrefs, without this hill pafTes into a 
law, in making provifion for fuch fervices as his Majefty may think ne- 
ceflary to require from us, as any additional burthens will fall veiy 
heavy on our conftituents, already groaning under almoft infuperable 
difficulties. 

Fourthly, becaufe we conceive the intereft arifing from this loan will 
be the eafieft and moft effectual method to enable us in our piiefent ne- 
ccffitous circumftances to pay off the debts of the colony, and to pro- 
vide a fund for future public exigencies, ^hich cannot be appropriate^ 
... . ^ .. ^ , .^ 
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in any other manner than by afts of the governor, council and geneipal 
aflembiy. 

Thefe rcafons we hope will have fufficient weight to induce your ea- 
ccUency to give your affent to this billy (b evidently calculated to promote 
the intereftand encreafe the trade of Great Britain, and relieve the di* 
ftreifes of the inhabitants of the colony. 

By order of the general aiTemblyy 
Affernhfy Chamber^ City of New JOHN CRUGER, Sp^er 

Torkf May 22, ?76§- 

We kno^ of no anfwer to the above addrefs but that the governor 
refufed to pafs the bill fo earneftly folicited. 

Progrefs of Civil Liberty in the Cohnies. 
To his excellency the Right Hon. Norborne Baron de Botetourt, his 

M^jefty^s Lieutenant and Governor-General of the Colony and Domi- 

jiioh of Virginia, and Vice- Admiral of the fame. 

The humble addrefs of the Houfe of Burgefles. 

Myl^ord, If^lliamjifurgbfMt^ iXfijC^, 

\xrE his majefty"'s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the BurgelTes of 
"' Virginia, now met in general afferably, humbly beg leave to retUm 
your excellency our fincereand unfeigned thanks for your very affection- 
ate fpeech at the opening of this feflion ; and we do with the hi^heft fa- 
tisfaCtiou and pleafuie embrace this firft opportunity which has been ot- 
iFered us, as well for ourfelves as in behalf of all our conftituents, to con- 
. gratulate yoyr excellency pn ypur appointment to this government, and 
your fafe and early arrival. 

The aflurances of the royal favour, communicated to us through your 
excellency, cannot but imprefs the heartof every Virginian with the moft 
lively ani indelible fentiments of duty and affe6lion. Permit us then, 
my Lord, to renew our aflurances to your excellency of our raoft cor- 
dial and inviolable attachment to his Majefty's facred perfon and go- 
vernment^ the real happinefs andprofperity of which have ever been the 
grand leading objefts of our warmeft wifhes. 

His Majefty's gracious appointment of your lordihip to fo important 
^ ftation, at the fame time that it holds forth to the world the ftrongeft 
evidence of your Lordlhip's exceeding merit, is a recent proof to us of 
his paternal affeflion for this his ancient and loyal colony. 

We receive with equal pleafure and gi'atitude the intimation of his 
Majefty's gracious purpofe, that his chief governors of Virginia (hall 
Jn future refide within their government, as from hence we are perfuaded 
that much honour and many iignal advantages will redound to the Co- 
lony 5 and we do aflure your Iprdfhip, with that fincerity which truth 
ought ever to infpire, that we efteem as a peculiar mark of the loyal at- 
tention to our happinefs, your lordfhip^s appointment to prefide over 
us, fince we cannot but regard the difplay 01 fo many virtues and abili-. 
lities, during the Ihort time of your rcfidence here, as a fure prefagc, 
that wifdom and benevolence will eminently dillinguifh your lordlhip^s 
adminiftration. 

As we (hall ever participate even of his majefty's domcftic felicity, 
we do very cordially congratulate your lordihip as the immediate repre- 
fentative of the bell of fovereigns on the late birth of aprincefs, an ad- 
ditional and endearing pledge to the Britifli nation ancf all its conne6li- 
ons ; and it is with great pleafure we learn, that her Majefty and the 
royal infant are in perfect health. 

It is an indifpenfable duty which we owe to our conftituents, and 
which at prefent is tlrongly enforced by your lordfliip's recoaimendation 
and advice, tliatwe fiiouid difpaiTionately, and witn the greateft can- 
dour, con fider the important buCinefsupon which we are now aflTerabied ; 
sind we beg leave to aflTure your excellency, that if in the courfo of aur 
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deliberations any matters (hould arife which may in any fort alFe^ Grea t 
Britain, they (hall be difcnfled on this ruling principle, that both our in- 
terefts are infeparably the fame. 

It only remains, my lord, for us to offer ttp our moft fervent prayers 
to that fupreme being, the fovercign difpenferof every good and perfe^ 
gift, bcfi;eching him to infpirt your lordfliip with all wifdom, and that 
his majefty will long continue you the happy ruler of a free afvd happy 
people. 

To which his excellency was pleafed to return the following anfvwer t 
Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the Hdtife ofBurgeJfes, 
T Cordially pray for that wifdom which you have kindly implored the 
^ almighty to grant me. 

My ftuation calls for it, and the people of Virginia have a right 
to expeft it. 

When my gracious raafter ordered me-hcre, he commanded roe to do 
juftice, and to maintain the rights of all his fubje^s »'- 1 joyfully accepted 
' the glorious command, and in the execution of it will exert that honeft 
zeal which all good men will approve. 

His Majefty ihall W fully informed of your expredions of gratitude, 
loyalty and attachment to hisfacred perfon and government, and ihall 
be told of your kindnefs to me. 

RESOLVES of the Houfe of Burgeflcs paffed the x.6th of May, 1769. 
Re/olvefif Nem, 'T^HAT thefole right of impoung taxes on the inhabi- 
Con, '*• tanfs of thishis Majeily's co]»^y and dominion of 

Virginia is now, and ever hath been, legally and cqnftltutionally vefkd 
in the houfe of burgefles, lawfully convened according to the ancient and 
eftablifhed praftice with the confent of the council, and of his Majefty, 
the king of Great Britain, or his governor for the time being. 

Refol^vedy Nem, Con, That it is the undoubted privilege of the inha- 
bitants of this colony, to petition their fovereign for redrefs of griev- 
ances ; and that it is lawful and expedient to procure the concurrence of 
his Majefty*s other colonies in duiitul addrefles, jjraying the royal inter- 
pofition in favour of the violated rights of America. 

Refolvedf Nem, Con, That all trials for treafon, mifprifion of trea- 
fon, or for any felony or crime whatfoever committed and done in tliis 
his majefty's laid colony and dominion by any pei fon or perfons relldlng 
therein, ought of right to be held, and conduced in and before his Majcf- 
ty's courts, held within his faid colony, according to the fixed and known 
courfe of proceeding : and that the feizing any perfon or perfons refid- 
ing in this colony, fufpefled of any crime whatfoever committed therein, 
and fending fuch perfon or perfons to places beyond the fea to be tried, 
is highly derogatoi7 ^^ *^* rights of Britiih fubjefts, as thereby the in- 
eftimablc privilege of being tried by a jury from the vicinage, as well as 
the liberty of fummoning and producing witnefles on fuch ti'ial, will be 
taken away from the party accufed. 

Refol'vedy Nem. Con. That an humble, dutiful and loyal addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, to aflure him of our inviolable attachment to \ 
hisfacred perfon and government, and to befeech his royal interpofition, 
as the father of all his people, however remote fjom the feat of his em- 
pire, to quiet the minds of his loyal fubje£ls of this colony, and to ayert | 
from them thofe dangers and miferies which will enfue frem the 
feizing and carrying beyond fea any perfon refiding in America, fu/pc6l- 1 
ed of any crime whatfoever, to be tried in any other manner than by th^ | 
antient and longcftablifhed courfe of proceedinor. 

The following Order is likewife m their Journal of that Date. 1 

Ordered, That the fpeaker of this houfe do tranfmit, without dclay^ | 
to the fpeakers of thefevcral houfes of aijcmbly on this continent, a copy 
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of the rcfol-utioM now agreed to by this houfc, requefting tbctr coa- 
currence therein. 
The following is an addroTs to his Majelly, in their Journal of the 
day after. 
To th,e KING'S raoft excellent Majefty. 
The hmnMe addrefs of his dutiful and loyal fubje6U the houfe of bur- 
gefles of his Majefty's ancient colony of Virginia, met in general af- 
lenibly. 
May it pleaib your Majefty, 
'tJW'E yourMajefty's moft loyal, dutiful, and affeftionate fnbjefts, the 
^ houfe of Burgeffesof thisyour Majefty*s antient colony of Virgi- 
nia, now met in general affembly, beg leave, in the humblctt manner, 
to aflure your Majefty that your faithful fobje£ls of this colony, ercr 
diftinguiftied by their loyalty and firm attachment to yo«r Majefty aad 
your royal anceftors, far from countenancing traitors, treafons, or 
mifprifion of treafons, are ready at any time to facrifice our lives and 
fortunes in defence of your Majefty's facred perfon and government. 

It is with the dcepeft concern and moft heart-felt j^rief that your Ma- 
jefty 's dutiful fubje^ls of this colony find that their loyalty hath been 
traduced, and that thofe meafures which a juft recrard for the' Britiik 
conftitution (dearer to them than life) made neceffary duties, have beea 
mifreprefented as rebellious attacks upon your Majefty's government,' 

When we confider that by the eftabliflied laws and conftitution of this 
colonythemoft ample provifion is made for apprehending and puniftiing all 
thofe who ftiall dare to engage in any treaionable pi-a^ices againft your 
majefty, or difturb the tranquility of government, we cannot withont 
honor think of the new, unufual, and permit us, with all humility Co 
add, unconftitutional ard illegal mode, recommt^nded to your majefty, 
of feizingand carrying beyond fea the inhabitants of America furpeiled 
of any crime, and ot trying fuch perfons in any other manner thim by 
the ancient and long eftabliihed courfe of proceeding $ for how truly de- 
plorable muft be the cafe of a wretched Ainfrjcrn, who, having incurred 
the difpleafure of any one in power, is dragged from his niuive home 
and his deareft domeftic conneclions, tlnown into a piilbn, not to await 
iifs trial before a court, jury, or judges, from a knowledge of whom 
he is encoA'raged to hope for fpeedy juftice, but to exchange his impii- 
fomncnt in his own country for fetters among ftrangers : Conveyed to a 
drftant land, where no friend, no relation, will alleviate his diftrefles or 
mmifter to his neceftities, and where no witnefs can be found to teftify his 
innocence, ftmnned by the reputable and honeft, and configned to the 
fociety and converfe of the wretched and the abandoned, he can only pray 
that he may foon end his mifery with his life. 

Truly alarmed atthe fatal tendency of thefe pernicious counfels, and 
with hearts filled with anguifti by fuch dangerous invafiuus of our deareft 
privileges, we prefumc to proftrate ourfelves at the foot of your royal 
throne, bi feeching-your majefty, as our king and f;uher, to avert from 
your faithfu' and loyal fubje^s of America thofe mifcries which muft 
neceflarily be the confequence of fuch meafures. 

After expre0ing our firm confidence in your royal wifdom and good- 
ncfs, permit us to aflure your Majefty that the moft fervent prayers of 
>bur people of this colony are daily addrefled to the almighty that your 
Majefty's reign may be long and profperous over Great Britain ancf all 
your dominion!* j and that after death your Majefty may tafte the fulleft 
fruition of eternal blifs, and that a defcendant of yom' illuftrious houfe 
may^eign over the extended firitifti empire until time ftiall be no more. 
' k The following order follows the addrefs. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do tranfmit the faid addrefs to the agent 
for this colony^ with directions to cauie the fame to be prefented to his 

• ^ moft 
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moft excelfent MajeflEy, am! after^raixls to be printed and put>lifhed irt 
tJie Engiilh papers. 

WEDNESDAY May 17; 
VEftcrday at twelve o'clock, hit excellency the governor went to the 
^ capLtoly and having fent a meifage by Mr. Walthoc to the honourable 
the fpeaker and houfe of Burgefles, commanding tlieir immediate at- 
tendance in the council chamber, which they inftahtly obeyed,* he fpoke 
to them as follows : 

Ml. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Houfe of Burgefles. 
T Hare hearcf of your refoJvfes, ^nd augur ill of their effefts, you have 
* nude it my duty to diflblve you, and you arc diflblved accordingly, 

WEDNESDAY May 17. 
'T* H E late reprefentatives of the people then judging it neceffary that 
-^ Tome meafures flioiild be taken in their diftreifed fituation, for pre- 
fenring the tiue and eflential interefts of the colony, refolved upon a 
meeting for that very falutary purpofe, and therefore immediately, 
with the greateft order and decorum; repaired to the houfe of Mr. An- 
thony Hay in this city, where being aflembled, it was firft propofed, 
for the more decent and regular difcuflion of fuch ngiatters as might be 
taken into coDfideratlon» that a moderator (hould be appointed, and on 
the queftioD being put, Peyton Randolph, Efq; late fpeaker of the 
boufe of Burgefles, was unanimoufly ele6led. 

The ti-ue ftate of the colony being then opened and fully explained, 
and it being propofed that a regular aflbciation (hould be formed, a 
committee was appointed to prepai'e the neceiflary and moft proper regu- 
lations for that purpoie, and they were oitlered to make their report, to 
the general meeting the next day at ten o'clock. 

T HU R SD AY May 18. 

AT a further meeting, according to adjournment, tne committee ap- 
pointed yefterday made their report, which being ferioufly conh- 
derea and approved, was fign^ by a great number of the principal gen- 
tlemen of the colony then prefent, and is as follows : 
"I17E your Majefty's moft dutiful fubjefts, the late reprefentatives of rhe 
^^ freeholders ot the colony of Virginia, avowing our inviolable and 
unfliakcn fidelity and loyalty to our moft gracious fovereign, our aife^li- 
on for all our fellow-fuDJeas of Great Britain j protefting againft every 
aft or thing which may have the rooft diftant tendency to intei-mpt, or in 
any wife difturbhis majeft)''8 peace, and the good order of hisf* ^emment 
in this colony, which )veare refolved, atthe rifle of our lives at. Fortunes, 
to maintain and defend; but, at the fame tinie,bcingdeeply affefted with 
the grievances and diftiefles, with which his Majefty's American fub- 
jc£ls are oppreflTed, and dreading the evils, which threaten the min of 
oui'felves and our poftenty, by reducing us from a free and happy peo- • 
pie to a wretched and miferable ftate of flavery, and having taken into 
our raoft ferious conflderation the prefent ft-ate of the trade of this colony, 
and of the American comm'^rce in general, oblerve with anxiety, that 
the debt due to Great Britain foi ^oods imported from thence is very 
great, and that the means of paying this debt, in the prelent fituation 
of nffhirs, are likely to become more and moje precarious : that the dif- 
ficulties, under which we now labgur, are owing to the i*eftri6lion8, pro- 
liibitions and ill advi fed regulations, in fevci-al late afts of parliament of 
Great Britain, in particular, that the late unconftitutional aft, impofing 
duties on tea, paper, glafs, &c. 'for the fole purpofe of raifii)^ a revenue 
in America, is injurious to property, and deftruftive to liberty, haft 9 
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i\ecefrary tendency to prevent the payment of the debt due from this colo- 
ny to Great Britain, and is, of confequence, ruinous to trade j that not- 
withftanding the many earneft applications already made, there is little 
realbn to cxpefl a redrefs of thofe grievances : Therefore in juftice to 
oiufelvesand our pofterity, as well as to the traders of Great-Britain con- 
cerned in the American commerce, we, the fuhfcribers, have volunta- 
rily and unanimoufly entered into the following refolutions, in hopes 
that our example will induce the good people of this colony to be frugal 
in the ufe and confumption of Britifli manufactures, and that the mer- 
chants and manufacturers of Great Britain may, from motives of inte-» 
reft, friendfbip, and juftice, be engaged to exeit themfelves to obtain 
tor us a redrefs of thofe grievances, under wkich the trade and inhabi- 
tants of America at preient labour j we do therefore moft eai-neftly re- 
commend this our aflbciation to the ferious attention of all gentlemen, 
merchants, tradersj and other inhabitants of this colony, in hopes that 
they will very readily and cordially accede thereto. 

*t* The articles of agreement entered into by this aflbciition contain 
in general feveral commercial regulations defigncd to operate as fump- 
tiiary laws, lo promote and encourage, induftry and frugality 'j and to 
difcourage all manner of luxury and extravao^ance. The commodities 
which they agree not to import from Great Britain, till the duties they 
complain of are repealed being nearly the fame as thofe prohibited formerly 
by the affociation at Bofton j and the whole tenour of the agreement be- 
ing of the fame nature, we need not trouble pur readers with a recital of 
each particular article. 

'■ ' 

The fpiritcd Addrefs of ihc Houfe of Reprefentatives oi Bofton to Governor 
Bernard, with their refolution!. May 31, 1769. 
May it pleafe your excellency, 
'p HE great and general court of affembly of this province, being once more 
convened by virtue of the authority veiled in you by his majeftx', and ac- 
cording to the royal charter, the houfe of reprefenrativc* think it their indifpCen- 
fable duty, under the preient afpcA of affairs in the province, on their part 10 
claim that conftitutional freedom which is the right of this affembly, and is of 
equal importance with its exigence. 

Wet«ke this opportunity to affurc your exceWtncy, that it is the firm refolu- 
tion of thio houfe to promote to the utmoft of their power, the welfare of the 
fubjeft, and to fupport his majefty's government within this jurifdidlion : to 
make a thorough enquiry into the grievances of the people and have them re-* 
drcflcdi to amend, ftrcngthen, and prefcrve the laws of the land : to reform il- 
legal proceedings in adminiftration, anJ fupport the public liberty. Thefe are 
the great ends for which this court is affemblcd. 

A refolution fo important demands a parliamentary freedom iu the debates of 
this aflfefibly : we are therefore conftrained, thus early to demonftrate to your 
excellency, that an armament by fea and land invefting this metropolis, and a 
military guard with cannon pointed at the very door of the ftate-houfe where 
this affembly is held, is inconfiftent with that dignity, as well as that free- 
dom with which we have a right to deliberate, confult and determine. 

The experience of ages is fufficient to convince, that the military power is ever 
dangerous, and fubverfive of a free conftitution. 

The hiftory of our own nation affords inflances ^f parliaments, which have 
been led into mean and deftrudtive compliances, even to the furrendering their 
fhare in the fupreme leeiflative power, through the awe of ftanding armies. 

His majefty*s council of the province have publickly declared, that the mili- 
tary aid is unneceffary for the fupport of civil authority in the colony ; nor can 
wtt conceive that his majefty's fervice requires a fleet and army here, in this 
time of the* moft profound peace, ^ ^ 

Wc Bave a right to expe^ that your excellency will, as his majefty's reprefent- 
ati¥c, give the necefTary and eifed^ual orders for the removal of the abovemention- 
tioaed forces, by fea and land^ out of this port, and the gate of the city, during the 
feiTionof the faid aftembly* 
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Refolutions of the new boufe of reprefentatives at Bofton. 

Irt the houjg of reprefentatives. May 31, I769# 
X^HEREAS their late majcflies king "William and queen Mary, in the third 
year of their reign, did by their royal charter ordain and grant, for tbem- 
ielveS; their heirs' and AicceiTors, that on the laft Wednefday in the mor^tk of 
May every year, there Should be convened, held and kept by the governor of thi» 
province for the time being, a great and general court or aflcmbly, for Tuch im- 
portant purpofes, as in the faid royal charter are cxprefsly mentioned. 

And in the faid charter it is particutarly eftabliflied and ordained, that yearly 
once in every year for ever thereafter, the number of eight and twenty counfellors 
or afliflants, fhall be, by the great and general court or afTembly, newly chofen, 
which election of counfellors or afliftants by the general aflembly, as well as 
the elections of a fpeaker and clerk of the houfe of reprefentatives, by the faid 
houfe, have always been made on the faid laft Wednefday of May, annually. 

And whereas the faid great and general court or alTemoly is now convened by 
the authority of his majedy, according to the faid royal charter; 

Refolved, that this houfe, as one branch of the fame, in duty and loyalty to his 
majefty, as well as in regard to their own juft rights and privileges, will to the 
utmoft of their power, fupport and maintain a conftitutional freedom ia their 
eledlions, debates and determinations. 

Refolved, as the opinion of this houfe, that the keeping an armed force by 
fea and land, in this metropolis, and within the harbour of the fame, while the 
general alfembly, by his majefty's command, is here convened, is a breach of pri- 
vilege, and inconAftent with that dignity and freedom with vihich they have a 
right to deliberate, confult and determine, 

Refolved, that this houfe proceed to take their part in the eledions of the day, 
from neceflity, and ftrift conformity to the royal charter, having before claimed 
their conftitutional freedom, and now protefting, that their^thus proceeding, while 
the abovefaid forces are fuffered to remain in the metropolis, where the general 
afTembly is convened, is not to be coniidered as a precedent in any time hereafter, 
or condrued as a voluntary receding of this houfe from their conftitutional claim. 
The following anfwer was fent by the governor to the addrefs of the honfe. 

Gentlemen, 
T Have no authority over his majefty^s fliips in this port, or his troops within 
**' this town 3 nor can I give any orders for their removal. 

May 31. FRA. BERNARD. 

BOSTON, June 15, 1769. 
OnTuefday laft a committee of the honourable houfe of reprefentatives watted on 
his excellency the governor with the following mellage, vis. 
May if pUafeyour Excellency, 
np HE houfe ofrcprefentativeshaveduly confidered your meiTageofthe 31ft of 
May, and are forry to find your excellency declaring, that yotr *' have no 
authority over his majefty's fliips in this port, or his troops within this town ; 
and that you can give no orders for the removal of the fame.** 

We clearly hold that the king*s moft excellent majefty, to whom we have, 
and ever fhall bear, and fince the convening of this prefent afTembly we have 
fworn, true and faithful allegiance, is the fupreme executive power thro* all the 
parts of the Britiih empire : and we are humbly of opinion, that within the limits 
of this colony and jurifdiAion, your excellency is the king*8 lieutenant, captain- 
general, and commander in chief, in as full and ample manner as is the lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, or any other his majefly*s lieutenants in the dominions to the 
realm of Great-Britain appertaining. 

From hence we think it indubitably follows, that all officers, civil and military 
within this colony are fubjeft to the order, diredion and controol of your excel- 
lency, fo far at lead as is neceffary for the fafety of the people, and the 
fecurity of the privilege of this houfe, as they are to the king*s majefly within 
the realm. And though we admit that peace and war are in the king^t hand, 
and that it is an indifputable part of the royal prerogative, neccfiary for the pre- 
fervation of the common- wealth, as all other well grounded prerogative powen 
are, that todefline the fleets, and march the armies of the ftate to any part of the 
world, where they may be neccfTary for the defence and prefervation of the fociety, 
belongs do the crown ; yet it is impoflible to believe that a military, pow^r or t 
Handing army, procured and {Rationed here in confequence of mifreprefentations 
of the duty and loyalty of his majeily*s fubj^fts of the province, and fuddenly 
quartered not only contrary to att of parliament, aad to every principle of reafoDi 
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iiftice aac^ equity, but accompanied with every mark of contempt, reproach and 
lofult, to as brave and loyal a people as ever fcrved a prince, can be uncontroula* 
lie by the fupreme executive of the province, which within the iimitt of the 
fame, ia the juft and full reprefentativc of the fupreme executive of the whole 
empire. 

^ is well known that it is no uncommon thing for difturbances to happen in 
populous cities; and fuch as have unfortunately taken place in this province, 
have been greatly mifreprefented : We have not only been told of, but all parts 
of the empire have been alarmed with apprehenfions of danger to his majefiy^s 
government in North America in general, and to this province in particular, by 
reafon of the moil exaggerated accounts of certain difturbances, which however 
have in every inftance been far, very far from being carried to that atrocious and 
alarming length to which many have been in Britain, at the very gates of the 
palace, and eves in the royal prefence. 

It itmoft certain that every fubjedl has a right to have the rules of his duty, 
obedience and allegiance clearly defined and determined : hence it may be inferred 
that very mi&rable is the fcrvitude of thofe who know not whether they are fub- 
je£l to zxi abfolute power, civil or military, or both, as may moft effedtually prof- 
perthe machinations, and fulfil the purpufcs of defpotifm. 

Itmuft be obvious to all jurifts, and to every man endued with an ordinary un- 
derftaadiftg, that the doctrine your excellency has been pieafed to advance, in your 
anfwer to the meiTage of the houfe, involves us in that ilate which is called by the 
learned, imparlum In imperio ; or at l^aft ellabliffacs a military power here> uncon- 
troulable by any civil authority in the province. 

It has been publicly faid that the military power is become neceiTary in this 
colony to aid and fupport civil government, for which we have no lefs authority 
than the reiblutions of the two houCesof parliament, and the declaration of one 
of his majefty's principal fecretaries of ftate. The ufe of the military power to en- 
force the execution of the laws is in the opinion of this houfe' inconfiftent with the 
fpiritof afxeecoAftitution; and the very nature of government : Nor can there 
be any necellity for it ; for the body o\ the people, the pojje Comitatus will always 
aid the magiftrate in the-execution of fuch laws as ought to be executed. The 
very fuppofitiun of an unwiUingnefs in the people in general that a law fliould be 
executed, carries with it the ftrongeljb prefumption that it is an unjuft law, at 
leaft that it is unfalu^ry. It cannot be their law, for by the nature of a free con- 
ftitution, the people muft confent to laws before they can be obliged in confci- 
ence to obey them. Iq truth, no law, however grievous, has been oppofed in the 
execution of it in this province ; and yet a military power is fent here purpofely 
to aid in the execution of the laws : And what adds to the injuftice of thofe who 
procured this armament t«, that it was procured at the very time when the people 
were dutifully fupplicating the throne for the redrefs of grievances, occafioned by 
ads of parliament for the purpofe of railing a revenue in America. We thi nk 
we can infer from your excellency's declaration, that this military force is 
uncontroulable by any authority in the province : It is then a power with- 
out any check here, and therefore it is (o Ut abfolute. An abfolute pow- 
er which has the fword ccnftantly in its hand, may exercife i. rigorous feverity 
whenever it pleafes : what privilege, what fccurity is then left to this houfe, 
whofc ve?y exiftenceto any purpofe depends upon its privilege and fecurity ! Now 
thing remains in fuch a ftare, if no redrefs can be had from the king's lieutenant 
in the province, but that the oppreflTed people unite in laying their fervent and 
humble petition before their gracious fovereign. 

On Wednefday morning his excellency the governor fent the following 
meffage to the houfe by the fecreury ; but the houfe having adjourned to 
this morning, the fecretary then delivered the fame, viz. 

Gentlemen 9f the houfe ofreprefentatwesy 
"^Otwithftanding the doubts and difHculties which you have expreifed to me in 
your meffage of thir day : It is certain that I have no authority to give orders 
for the removal of the king's fliips out of the harbours, or his troops out of the 
town : Whoever is acquainted with the arrangement of the commands in Ame- 
rica, which are all derived frpm the fame king, knows that it is fo. 

■I am forry that this queftion ihould caufe the non-aftivity of the aflembly for 
an entire fortnight, the expence of which has already coft the province upwards 
of five hundred pounds lawful money \ and is, for what I can fee, ftill encreafing, 
bcfidei the inconvenience ^ccruin^ to perlons attending the general court for bu- ^ 
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fincfs, which falls harder upon them as individuals, than expences gcncraUy dif- 
perfed among the people. 

I cannot fit ftili and lee fuch a wafte of time andtreafure to no purpofe, if there- 
fore you ftilj continue of the opinion, "that the keeping an armed force in this 
town, and within its harbour, is a breach of privilege, and incor.fiftent with 
that freeaom with which you have a right to deliberate, confult and dc ermine." 1 
muft apply fuch remedy as is in my power toremoie this difficulty j and the only 
means I have are to remove the general court to a place where it cannot operate. 

It is an indifferent thing to me where the general court is held : I know not 
that It IS neceflarily confined to any town j that town feems to me to be the mod 
proper for it, where the bufinefs can be moft conveniently, cafily, and readily 
d. nc} And as it is apparent from your own refolutions. and a fortnight's experi- 
ence, that you do not thi^pk that this is, at this time, a proper town for the gv,- 
nerai court to fit in, I /hall remove it to Cambridge, againft which place no ob- 
jeftion that I know of can be formed. 

Provime^boufe, June 14, 1769. FRA. BERNARD. 

The fecretary then, by order of the governor, adjourned the court to Harvard- 
college in Cambridge, to Friday the iCth inftant, at ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon. 

Memoir of 'venality and corruption^ in high places. 
The following curious affidavit from North- America will ihcw, that public ho- 
nours l>ave been as much proftituted there as in England j 

c > { e o p r ) 

•' I Sampfon Toovey, clerk to James Cockle, Efq; colleftor of his majefty's 
cuftoms for the port of Salem, do declare on oath, that ever fince I have been 
in the office, it bath been cuftomaty for faid Cockle to receive of the mailers of 
veffels entering from Lifbon, caflcs of wine, boxes of fruit, &c, which was a 
gratuity for fuffering their veffels to be entered with fait or ballaft only, and paff- 
ing oven unnoticed fuch cargoes of v/inc, fruit, &c. which arc prohibited to be 
imported in his majefty's plantations. Part of which wine, fruit, &c. he^ the 
faiu James Cockle, ufed to fiare with governor Bernard. 

'* And I further declare, that I ufed to be the ncgociator of this bufinefs, and 
receive the wine, fruit, &c. and difpofe of them agreeable to Mr. Cockle's orders, 

Witnefs my hand, 
EffexCo. Salem, Sept. 27 1764. SAMPSON TOOVEY.** 

Then Mr. Sampfon Toovey made oath to the above before 
_ __^_^________ BEN J, PICKMAN, J. Peace. 

M-vice to the D- — of G , from the Earl of Strafford in thefoades, 

^HERE is a fort of fympathetic kindnefs,thatto us even in thefe fubterreffn'al 
regions for perfons in your world, who are afting the fame parts upon the 
ftage oi life as we did, and are in fimilar circuftances to what we ourfelves were 
in, when above ground 5 which prompts us to wiih them well, and to be fome- 
thing anxious for their fafety, I am therefore tempted to tranfmit my fentiments 
to your g— on fome late proceedings, and on your prefent fituation, I was in 
my time, my L — D-— , the great favourite of a great king, and had, like your 
g— , a very contemptible opinion of the common people : I fought not their ap- 
probation, for I fcorned their applaufe. Like your g — , I was arbitrary and 
defpotic, and always attempted to carry things with an high hand, regardlefs 
of the fenfc and complaints of the nation : and this conduft naturally made the 

people my bitter enemies, ^s they are now your g \ : But being in full pof- 

feffion of the favour of my prince, I thought myfelf fecure enough, and far above 
the reach of their refentmeht. But in this I was fatally miftaken ; for fuch 
was the hatred of the commons of England towards me, and fuch their implacable 
revenge againft me, that my f- — n was at laft forced, for his own fafety, to give 

me up, and let my head be brought to the block. Now, my L D , con- 

fider, ifl, who was the real and great favourite of my prince, was not able to 
fupport myfejf againft the violent perfecution of the people, how can your g— 
who is but thefhado'uj of a favourite, flatter yourfelf you fliall be able to ftem the 
torrent of unpopularity, and make head againft the refentment of an enraged 
nauon ? 

Without affuming too much to mufelf, or any diminution of your g *8 abi- 
lities, I may truly fay, you have not either the natural, oy acquired powers ^j^i 
qualifications, fo ncceffary for defending and fupporting yourfelf againft the 

pre- 
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perfecution of the people, which 1 poffeffed : How then can your g — flatter 
youricif wth betler fucccfs ? Indeed, from whence can you expedl it ? Do not the 
frequent changes in the ailminiftfatlon, which have happened within a few 
yuars pafl, prove an inftability not to be depended on ? Believe me, my L— 
D — , the refentmenr of the iinglifh nation, when once raifed, will ever be too 
heavy for any miniller, or any favourite. Wherefore, my advice to yoiir g — - 
is, make the beft retreat you can -y and as foon as poflible, led it be too late. 

I am, my L — D— — , &c. &c. &c. 

A character] 
By JOHN WILKES, Efq; 
r^F all political adventurers Mr. Pitt has been the moft fuccefsful, according to 
the venal ideas of modern flatefmen. Pulteney fold the pe:)ple only for a 
barren title. The mercenary Pitt difpofed of his populariiy like an exchange- 
broker. Bofidcs the fame title with the other apoftate, Pitt fecured from the 
crown a large family penfion, and the lucrative finecure of the Privy Seal, which 
he hrid for a few years. His retreat into the boufe of lords was a political de- 
mile. He pad'ed away, but is not yet quite forgotten. His treachery to the 
caufe of people ftill loads his memory with curfes. 

He raifed himfelf to the grcaleft offices of the ftatc by the rare talent of com- 
mand in a popular afTemhly. He was indeed born an orator, and from nature pof- 
fefled ^very outward requifite to befpeak refpcft, and even awe. A manly figure, 
with the cag!c face of the famous Conde, fixed your attention, and almoft com- 
manded reverence, the moment he appeared ; and the keen ligntnings of his eye 
befpoke the haughty, fiery foul, before his lips had pronounced a fyllable. Hi* 
tongue dropped venom. There was a kind of fafcination in his look, when he 
eyed any one efkance. Nothing could withfland the force of that contagion. 
The fluent Murray has faultered, and even Fox fhrunk back appalled from an ad- 
vcrfary fraught with fire unquenchable, if I may borrow the expreflion of our 
great Milton. He always cultivated the art of fpeaking with the moft intenfc care 
and application. He has pafled his life in the culling of words, the arrangement of 
phrafts, and choice of met.iphors, yet his theatrical manner did more than all, 
for his Ipeeches could not be read. There was neither found reafonip?, jicr ac- 
curacy of exprefTion in them. He had not the power of argument, northecor- 
rcftnefs of language, fo flriking in the great Roman orator, but he had the vaha 
ardcntia, the bold, glowing words. This merit was confined to his fpecchcs, for 
his writings were always cold, Hfelefs, and incorreft, totally void of elegance and 
cncigy,, fometimes even offending againft the plaineft rules of conftru^Jrion. In 
the purfuit of eloquence he was indefatigable. He dedicated all his powers and 
faculties, and he fagrificed every pleafure of focial life, even in youth, to the finglc 
foint of talking well, 

Multa tulit fecitque puer ; fudavit et alfit j 
Abftinuit venere et vino, 
to a greater degree than almoft any man of his age. 

He acknowledged that when he was young, he always came late into compa* 
ny and left it early. He afFedled at firft a fovereign contempt of money, and when 
he was paymafter, made a parade of two or three very public a£ls of difinterefled- 
nefs. When he had e{fe£hially duped his credulous friends, as well as a timid 
miniftry, and obtained enormous legacies, penfions, and finecure places, the mafk 
propped off, Private intercft afterwards appeared to be the only idol to which he 
facrificed. The old duke of Newcaftle ufed to fay, " that Mr. Pitt*s talents 
would not have gotten him forty pounds a year in any country but this." 

At his entrance into parliament, he attacked Sir Robert Walpole with indecent 
acrimony, and continued the perfecution to the laft moment of that minifter*s life. 
He afterwards paid fervile and fulfome compliments to his memory, not from con- 
viSion, as appearec from many other particulars, butiogetovcrafew WalpoHans* 
He had no fixed principle, but that of his own advancement. He declared for 
and againft continental conne£tions, for and againft German wars, for and againft 
Hanoverian fubfidics, &c. &c. flill prpfervlng an unblufliing, unembarrafTed coun- 
tenance, and was the moft perfeft contradifton of a man to himfelf which the 
world ever faw. If his fpeeches in parliament had been faithfully publifhed to 
the Englifh, foon after they were delivered, as thofe of Demofthcnes and Cicero 
were to the Greeks and Romans, he would have been very early dete^ed^ and^ut- 
torly caft off by his countrymen. 

He is faid to be ftilj living at Hayes, in Kent, p^.^,^^^ ^^ GoSglc 
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Ti Dr. William Blackftone, Solicitor-General u hir 

Majefty. 

SIR, 
T Shall make you no apology for confidering a certain pam- 
•* phlet, in which your late condud is defended, as written 
by yourfelf. The peribnal intereft, the perfonal refentments, 
and above all, that wounded fpirit, uhaccuftomed to reproach, 
and I hope not frequently confcious of defeiving it, are fignals 
which betray the author to us as plainly, as if your name 
were in the title page. You appeal to the public in defence 
of your reputation. We hold it. Sir, that an injury offered 
to an individual is interefting to fociety. On this principle 
the people of England made common caufe with Mr. Wilkes. 
On this principle, if you are injured, they will join in your 
lefentment. 1 (hall not follow you through the infipid form 
of a third perfon, but addrefs myfelf toyou direftly. 

You feem to think the channel of a pamphlet more re- 
fpeftaWe and better fuited to the dignity of your caufe, than 
that of a news- paper. Be it fo. Yet if news-papers are 
fciirrilous, you muft confefs they are impartial. They give 
us, without any apparent preference, the wit and argument 
of theminiftry as well as the abufive dullnefs of the oppofi- 
tion. The fcales are equally poifed. It is not the printer's 
fault, if thjB greater weight inclines the balance. ^ 

Your pamphlet then is divided into an attack upon Mr. 
Grenville's charafter, and a defence of your own. It would 
have been more confiftent perhaps with your profeffed inten- 
tionr, to have confined yourfelf to the laft. But anger has 
fome claim to indulgence, and railing is ufually a relief lo 
the mind. I hope you have found beneht from the experiment. 
It isftot my defign to enter into a formal vindication of Mr. 
Grenville upon his own principles. I have neither the ho- 
nour of being perfonally known to him, nor do I pretend to 
be compleatly mafter of all the fafts. I need not run the 
rifque of doing an injuftice to his opinions or to his condud, 
when your pamphlet alone carries, upon the face of it, a full 
vindication of both. • 

Your firft refle«9:ion is that Mr. GrcnVille was of all men 
the perfon, who fliould not have complained of inconfiftence 
with regard to Mr. Wilkes. This, Sir, is either an unmean- 
ing fneer, a peevifh expreiBon of refentment, or, if it means 
any thing, you plainly beg the queftion \ for whether his par-» 
liamehtary condudl with regard to Mr. Wilkes has or has not 
been inconfiftent, remains yet to be proved. But it feems he 
received upon the fpot a fufRcient chaftifement for exercifing 
Jo unfairly his talent of mifreprefentation. You are a lawyer. 

Sir, 
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Sir, and know better than I do, upon what particular occafi- 
ons a talent for mifreprefcntation may h^ fairly exertted ; but 
to punifh a man a fecond time, when he has been once fuf- 
ficiently chaftifed, is rather too fevere. It is not in the laws of 
England ; it is not in your own commentaries, nor is it yet I 
bdieve in the new law you have revealed to the houfe of com- 
mons. I hope this dodhrine has no exiftence, but in your own 
heart. Atter all. Sir, if you had confulted that lober dif- 
cretion which you feem to oppofe with triumph to the honeft 
jollity of a tavern, it might have occurred to you that, altho' 
you could have fucceeded in fixing a charge of inconfiftence 
upon Mr. Grenville, it would not have tended in any ihape 
to exculpate yourfelf. 

Your next infinuation, that Sir William Meredith had 
haftily adopted the falfe glofles of his new ally, is of the fame 
fort with thefirft. It conveys afnecr as little worthy of the 
gravity of your character, as it is ufelefs to your defence. It 
is of little moment to thje public to enquire, by whom 
the charge was conceived, or by whom it was adopted. 
The only queftion we alk is, whether or not it be true ? The 
remainder of your reflexions upon Mr. Grenville's condu6t 
deftroy themfelves. He could not poflibly come prepared to 
traduce your integrity to the houfe. He could not iorefee 
that you would even fpeak upon the queftion, much lefs could 
he forefee that you would maintain a dire£^ contradiftion of 
that do6irine, which you had folemnly, difmtereftedly, and 
upon fober refleftion delivered to the public. He came armed 
indeed with what he thought a rel'pedlable authority, to fup- 
port what he was convinced w.as the caufe of truth, and I 
doubt not he intended to give yoii, in the courfe of the debate, 
an honourable and public teftimony of his eftcem. Thinking 
highly of his abilities, I cannot however allow him the gift 
of divination. As to what you are pleafed to call a plan, 
coolly formed to impofe upon the houfe of commons, and his 
producing it without provocation at midnight, I confider it as 
the language of pique and inveftive, thereforeunworthy of re- 
gard. But, Sir, I amfenfible I have followed your example 
too long, and wandered from the point. 

The quotation from your commentaries is matter of record. 
It can neither be altered by your friends, nof mifr^prefented 
by your enemies, and I am willing to take your Own word for 
what you faid in the houfe of commons. If there be a real 
difference between what you have written, and what you have 
fpoken, you confefstl it your book ought to be the ftandard. 
Now, fir, if your worils mean anything I apprehend that when 
a long enumeration of difqualications, (whether by ftatute 

or 
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the cuftom of parliament) concludes with thefe general com-^ 
prehenfive words, *^ but fubjc:6^ to thefe reftri<3ions and dif- 
qualifications, every I'ubjedl of the realm is eligible of com- 
mon right," a reader of a plain underftanding muft of courfe 
reft fatisfied that no fpecies of difqualification whatfoever had 
been omitted. The known charader of the author, and the 
apparent accuracy with which the whole work is compiled, 
would confirm him in his opinion ; nor could he pofiibly foroi 
any other judgment, without looking upon your commenta- 
ries in the fame light, in which you confider thofe penal laws^ 
which though not repealed are fallen into difufe, and are now 
in effect a fnare to the unwary. 

You tell us indeed that it was not part of your plan to fpe- 
cify any temporary incapacity, and that you could not with- 
out a fpirit of prophecy, have fpecified the difabiiity of a' 
private individual, fubfequent to the period at which you 
wrote. What your plan was I know not ; but what it fliould 
have been, in order to compleat the work you have given us, 
is by no means difficult to determine. The incapacity which 
you call temporary, may continue feven years ; and though 
you might not have forefeen the particular cafe of Mr. Wilkes, 
you might and fliould have forefeen the poffibility of fuch a 
cafe, and told us how far the houfe of commons were autho- 
rifed to proceed in it by the law and cuftom of parliament. 
The freeholders of Midcjlefex would then have known what 
they had to truft to, find would never have returned Mr. 
Wilkes, when col. Luttrell was a candidate againft him. 
They would have chofen fome indifferent perfon, rather than 
fubmit to be reprefented by the objeft of tlieir contempt and 
deteftation. 

Your attempt to diftinguiOi between difabilities, which af- 
fe£t whole claffes of men, and thofe which afFeft individuals 
only, is really unworthy of your underftanding. Your com- 
mentaries had taught me that, although the inftance, in 
which a penal law is exerted, be particular, the laws them- 
felves are geperal. They are made for the benefit and in- 
ftru£lion of the public, though the penalty falls only upon 
an individual. You cannot but know. Sir, that what was 
Mr. Wilkes's cafe yefterday may be your's or mine to-morrow, 
and that confequently the common right of every fubje£i of 
the realm is invaded by it. Profeffing therefore to treat of 
the conftitution of the houfe of commons, and of the laws 
and cuftoms relative to that conftitution, you certainly were 
guilty of a moft unpardonable omiffion, in taking no notice 
of a right and privilege of the houfe, more extraordinary and 
more arbitrary than all the others they poffefs together. If 
the expulfion of a member, not under any other legal difa- 
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bility, of jtfelf creates in him an incapacity to be re-ele£l:ec?^ 
I fee a ready way marked out,, by which the majority 
may at any time remove the honeftcit and ableft men who 
happen to be in oppofition to them. To fay that they 
wiilnot make this extra vagan^ufe of their power, would be 
a language unfit foir a man fo learned in the laws as you are. 
By your dodrin«, Sir, they have the power, and laws you 
know are intended to guard agJLinft what men may do, not Co 
truft to what they will do. 

Upon the whole. Sir, the charge againft you is of a plain, 
fimple nature : it appears even upon the face of your own 
pamphlet. On the contrary, your Juftification of yourfelf is 
full of fubtlety and refinprnqnt, and in fome places not very 
intelligible. If 1 were perfonally your enemy, I fhould 
dwell with a malignant pleafure, upon thofe great and ufe- 
ful qualifications, which you certainly poflefs, and by which 
you once acquired, though they cpuld pot preferve to you the 
refpe£t and efteem of your country, 1 Ihould enumerate the 
honours you have loft,' and the virtues you have difgraced : 
but having no private refentments to gratify, I think it, is- 
fuiEcient to have given my opii>ioi> of your public cond^£l, 
leaving the punillnilent it deferves to your clofet and to your- 
felf. JUNIUS, 
I - — - ■■ ... — - — 

A true copy (taken from the public news-papery) of a 
Card ; Since the .publication ofwhicb^ we have fearclh 
ed the faid papers with great affiduity from day to day ; 
and though we find the writer has been moft fever efy re- 
primanded by the friends of decorum^ decency^ and polite- 
nefsy it does not appear that he has as yet ajked pardon 
in a public manner — though any file of news-papers would 
have furnifJoed hjm with a variety of precedents from 
which he might have copied a penitential advertifement^ 
Juitable to the occafion^ though in theflyle of Hackney- 
coachmen and carmen. 

ArltngtQThJlrecty June2']^ ^1^9^ 
* Lord Weymouth prefents his compliments to the Lord- 

* Mayor of London, and begs to afiure his lordiQaip, that he 
' fnould be extremely glad to give him any information re- 
' lative to the prefenting the petition of the livery of London 

* to his majefty, but the fecretary of ftate never takes the 

* king's pleafure y/\t\\ regard to the time and plape of seceiy- 
' ing petitions. They are ufually. prefented to the king, 
' either on Sunday, as hi s^ majefty is going to, or returning 

* from the chapel j or on Thurfday, as he goes to or returns 

^ from the drawing room.' r^^r^rLl^ 

YpJ^ Y O Digitized by V^i^^^ie 



( riz) 
AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF NEW BOOKS, 

Ctmmtm S^/ity tin Caufe and Foundatitm af hmamm Sacut^t or an Exu^ 

mmufttm ^ tie Rights of Jmli*viduah to ferjmud Staaiiy ; and boTU. 
'\ir if^ Rii^hti m^ extend to the akerim^^ ^khmg^ orforfaiing at^ 
tj^fsxrifmtni^ thdt JbaU cbqrijh Murderers^^Am mpo'oerfary Sermon 
/rr-itwtf :a tbt pm-tjb Church of St. May Kewa^tmt ButU^ on Whit". 
juMtiuy^ 1*69— /«ir^ the Sequel to that occmjumd by tbt Mwrder of Mr, 
^i'^tilitm AlLn the j^unger^ on the bloody Temtb ef Maf* 1768, an^ 
fuCiljixU ui the Re^ucfi of his Friends as a Remembrancer ^ to pre%tent 
.•'V C^'ftnnuiJiism ef political Murder, By John Free^ D. Z). 8<uo. | J, 

TH fe> nnJ friends of the natural and acquired rights of* 
ttaxiktml> will not want any inducement to engage 
t'lcttt &> »^aY th* greateft attention to the merits of this dif^ 
o>urt,. ^uiiKti by a reverend divine who docs honour to his 
t»:ctxra choiacler, by boldly expofing the errors of the higheft 
^ci^oif^ DCKfn,^ well knowing <hat it is the office of a jufl: 
*v»vaac ot^ the living God, to cry aloud and fpart notj and to, 
*«.,.., ,v ^*.^^ ^nftars and nMes for his fake, 

ruivii^: traced the natural hiftory of mankind froni their 
>K'iv 01 ^uK he ttikes occafion, from a view of tHe politics of 
ttic c.u V jigcj of mankind to prove, jfir^, that according to 
v n: '.tw^ v*C ujLture> the only caufe or motive for forming fo- 
c^vH'o*^ >k4.$ m order to procure, by mutual afliftance and 
:» c*tv;J^ .^ ijr^ater degree of comfort, fecurity and peace, 
;,^>.,.t vVJL.c beobtauned in a folitary, difunited ftate. Secondly^ 
;rM. 9(^.. vxt«r$ hein|r guilty of oppoflng and defeating thefe 
iTvV^j^ >Nr cocjety^ declare thi^mfelves ipfo fa^o^ to be puhlic 
r^o^N^^^ iuhI confequently, that every one, who iindeth 
t>s."'.^^ feji$ a r?§ht to flay them. Thirdly^ that a chief magi- 
^;^t^^ ivr jox^rnor, refufing to execute "that right for the fub- 
j^v^)^ 4nJ o^^poiing him at the fame time in the ufe of it, 
^UhK hetieby dilfolve the original compa£fc of the ftate; lofes 
aU titic to the obedience of his people, and leaves them at 
once, li^gdin in a ftate of nature, to take their own meafures 
and fcitt for thcmfdves, Thefe propofitions are all well fup- 
portcd by the learned preacher from hiftory and the expe- 
rience ot paft ages — The occafion of this fermon, the time 
when, and the place where it was preached, added to the 
continuance in office of lord W— y— h, who has taken the 
only means that could poffibly have occurred, of tranfmitting 
his name to pofterity, fufficicntly point out the application 
of the above propofitions, without further comment. 
11 , » ' " - 

• Cofifiderations on the Times^ ^vo. ijf. Almon, 
■-| HIS fenfible vfriter declares that the nation is brought 
' I into fuch circumftances, that the moft confummate 
wlfeom, united with the greateft integrity of heart are fcarce 

fufficient 
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fufficifeht to fexlricate us from. But he thinks that if he were td 
toumerate the caufes which have produced thefe efFeds, he 
muft be obliged to difeover many latent evils, and to deduce 
the origin of them from the condu£l of men, who are no 
more, or to blame others whofe abilities Would not permit 
them to launch out into a niew road^ but were content to 
follow the beaten path of their predeceflbrs. On this a.c- 
count, and for other pertinent reafpns, he choofes to drop the 
point on which the blame is to be laid, and to confider only 
this propofition, univerfally agreed on— That the affairs of 
this country require fome fpeedy and effe6lual relief. — this 
relief, in his opinion, is not to be come at by a change of 
adminiftration, but by falutafy meafures that muft be adopt- 
ed, a change of meafures not of men is what he propofes^ 
on this principle^ that if one angry duke choofes to refignj 
another neceffitous one will be found to fupply his place, or 
earl for earl, &c. thefe are not the changes every honeft mto 
wifhes to fee, for we have had experience enough from hiftory^ 
that thofe governments which depend either on mercenary 
foldiers, or mercenary fervants, can never be permanent* 

The force of every nation is cemented by every individual 
having an irttereft in fupporting the caufe of the whole: the 
wifcft legiflators have always confidered this cement fo effen^ 
tial to perpetuate a itate, that experience informs us this plan 
was never neglefted in early times, except by tyrants and 
ufurpers, and thofe republics remained the longeft, when 
^ the people had a fliare and an inter^ft in the government. 
After an accurate enquiry into the caufes of the profperity 
and decline of ancient ftates, he extolls the excellency of the 
firitifh conftitution, he obferves that we have ftill preferved 
the effence of government in the hands of the people. But 
we have deftroyed the operation of it by venality and cor*- 
ruption : The confequences of feptennial parliaments, on the 
mifchiefs produced by this innovation in our conftitution, he 
is elaborate, candid and inftruSive ; and the fum of the whole 
is, a ftrong recommendation of annual parliaments, as the 
only means of reftoring public virtue, morality, and freedom, 
for which great purpoies he fairly proves that parliaments of 
a longer duration will be ineffectual* 

'' Ever fince the feptennial bill paffed, the patriots of the 
*' age have regarded an undue influence in procuring feats in 
** parliament, to be the bane of this country, which one 
** day or other muft annihilate our liberties. 

*' But to reftore annual parliaments, is fo far from being 
** an innovation, that it is returning to the inftitutions of 
'* our aijiceftors, and going back to thofe laws and cuftoms 

0^2 *' which 
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" whieh are venerable for their antiquity. I believe, during 
*' the time parliaments were annual, there was no fufpicion 
" of bribery. It may alfo be feen in hiftory,that bad mini- 
*' fters were oftener impeached during thofe times, than at 
*' prefent; though I believe our kings were as much refpefted 
** in Europe in thofe days, as fmce Our enormous debt has 
*' thrown fo much power into the hands of the crown. It 
" cannot be an objedUon to annual parliaments, that they 
•' would create a vaft expence. I contefs I think every man 
*' would be ^ gainer by it,- The miniftry then (if ever they 
*^ (hould make an attempt to bribe them) will find it impoffi- 
*' ble to purfue that plan with any degree of fuccefs; for it 
** will require a much greater fum than any minifter can 
'^ procure under the article of fecret fervice money. So 
*' that thofe fums, which otherwife might be employed this 
*' way, woutd revert to the finking fund, and be a means of 
'.* paying off the national debt. Thofe gentlemen too, who 
** formerly have been at great expences at their elections, 
** and have beeri obliged fervilely to fawn at a minifter's levee 
** to repair their fhattered fortunes, will not then have that 
' *' excufe to beg with. I dare prophefy that in a few years 
*' the king would be ferved by as able a fet of men as at 
** any time whatever. The houfe of commons likcwife 
'^ would be filled with as virtuous and difmterefted members, 
*' and if it pleafed God to continue peace to this nation for 
** a ^Qw years, I fhould not defpair to live to fee thofe cruel 
** taxes which lie fo heavy upon the lower f rt of people, 
** particularly on foap, candles and beer, taken off under the 
'^ aufpices of annual parliaments^~A rcdufticn of penfions, 
*' and of the falaries of thofe places which bring in from 
** two to ten thoufand pounds a year might be expe6led — 
*' for when gentlemen (hall be obliged to take the fen/e of 
*' their conftituents, they will be more cautious in giving 
•* away the public money, arid when that is once withheld, 
" the hands of bad minifters are tied — Members of par- 
*' liament muft depend on their merit to recommend them to 
'' their conftituents, the minifter would entirely change his 
" fyftem of. proceeding ; inftead of gaining a majority, if 
•^ fuch a one could be procured, by money, he muft acquire 
** the hearts of the people by his merit •, and whatever weak 
•' men may think of fuch a tenure, experience both in an- 
** cient and modern times declares it to bj2 the moft durable 
"in human nature." Our author makes a juft diftindion 
between faSfion and party ^ which minifters are apt to con- 
found-^- he fuppofes that jfadiion no longer exifts in this king- 
dom, but />tfr/); he deems to be the confequence . of liberty, 

and 
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and therefore declares that when the name of party fliall te 
unknown in England, it will be becavife tyranny and op- 
preflion banifh it; and anarchy and confui>m will be the 
confequence.— Much ufeful knowledge may be acquired b/ 
the perufal of this pamphlet. 

A Defer iptbn of a Parliament in no Inflance fimildr to the prefmt* 

Svo. IS. Jhnon. 

TH E fcope of this performance is to (hew that the fate 
of England depends on rur having fuch members of 
parliament, as are or are not pojfejfed of any place or prefermml^ 
depending upon the gift and pteajure of the crown. 

*' If it were ever to be our lot to have a houfc of ccm- 

*' mons filled- with officers and penfioners, fays our author, 

to which he might have added lawyers feeking prefermtrnt,) 

** we fhall have littie.ieft to fupport us under tlie dep- orablc 

'' confcquences which muft naturally follow from fo mclan- 

" choly a fituation ; and we may fit down and idly (hew our 

** affe<^ion for our country, and fruitlefsly bewail the lofs 

*' of our liberties, but fhall never have it in oar powc r to 

** ex'rt ourfelves in its prefer/ation. To fet this matter itt 

*' the cleareft light we are able," it will be neccffary to ihew 

*' the danger of a parliament compofed of members who 

•^ are in plates, from two confiderations. Firit, from the 

" nature of fuch a parliament confidered in itfelf. Se- 

*' condly, from what has been done by parliaments fo qua*- 

« lifted." 

The nature of fuch a parliament is determined by com- 
paring it with a true one, and with the original defign of 
parliaments in their inftitution. This is done with great 
precifion, and the refult is, that though the author makes no 
dircft application to the prefcnt times, when he fhews what 
is the condu6b of a penftoned parliament, he all along by 
inference, fupports the concife fignificant title of his pam- 
phlet, particularly in the hiRory of the firft corruption of 
parliaments, and its fatal confequence in the time of Charles 
the fecond. 

Multum in parvo fliould have been his motto, for their can- 
not be a ftronger recommendation of this little piece. 

A Speech without Doors on the SuhjeSf of a Vote given on the gth 
Day of May ^ i'j6q. 4to, 6d, T, Payne. 

THE confirming the title of Mr. Luttrell to fit as one 
of the reprefentatives for the county of Middlefex, is 
here- defended by a writer, who.ailigns his reafons for voting 
in favour of this unpopular meafure. Kis argu.nent turns 

on 
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^n the genet-al rule, that in cafe of a Jtrioivn tigai tncapdciiy lA 
the perfon having the majority of voices, the capable perfort 
next upon the poll, although chofen by a minority, is duly 
eleded; he initances the cafe of Maiden^ in 17 15, wheri 
Serjeant Comyns had the majority of votes, but refufmg to 
take the qualification oath, his eleftion was thereby void^ 
and the houfe in that cafe, determined that Mr. Taffnell 
was duly elefted, though he had a minority of Votes- 

The diftinition between a legal incapaaty^ by aft of par* 
iiament, and an incapacity eftablifhed on a refalution of the 
houfe of commons, of which the candidate is a declared 
^member by a majority of the votes of his conliitueftts, is 
trifled with in this performance, which will not bear reading 
after the letter of Junius on the fame fubjedt, fee page 81 • 

The Swifsy a new Political Paper ^^ Fol. 3^. T. Evans, Pater-* 
no/ier-Row, 

THIS new adventurer in the region of politics, feems to 
promife the public both information and amufement 5 
ihe puTpofes publifliing an eflay every Saturday, two papers 
ihave already appeared, which give a very agreeable ipecimeii 
of the author's talent for humour, at the fame time that 
they induce us to believe he is capable of writing very feri- 
oufly, iind of giving us fome very important difcuiiions of the 
political tranfadions of the times. He gives an pnterCaining 
account^ in his introduftory eflay of the difficulties that oc- 
curred to him in fixing his title. *' The Patriot^ the Mid-- 
*« dlefex Freeholder^ The Briton^ The l^orih Briton, and The 
*' Irijhmany were all iconfidered and rejefted in a very fhort 
*' rime, for various reafons which he mentioned; but The 
'•^ Frenchman was not fo readily given up, though The Swifs 
** finally carried the day. 

** I incHned for fome time to aflame that name. The 
** Frenchman. My motive was this, I thought fuch a title 
*« might immediately turn to good account. It i$i very well 
** known that our prefent excellent miniflier is French in 
*« every thing, except his birth, his wives, his mifl:refs, his 
•" c — ps, his dice, and his race-horfes: in this we may allow 
•«' him to be mofl:ly, if not altogether Englijh, But then his 
/* name, his looks, his manners, and his horns, with all 
*' the other furniture of his head whether natural or adven- 
** tttiou3, are entirely in the French tafte; and what is bet- 
-** ter fl:ilL his heart, his aflFeSions, and his politics fuch as 
'*' they are, are totally devoted to the advancement of the 
*' glory and incercft of that poUtaand illuftrious people. 
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** Ma natjfance eft Anghije (I once heard apopifli Englifli 
'* refugee fay with a figh, among a company of French offi- 
^* cers) Mais m$n coeur eft Francois^ added he, with a deeper 
^* figh, on occafiQn of fome fignal difafter juft fuftained by 
*' Xht countrymen of bis hearty in their laft war with Eng-r 
^' land, I never read the diflertations of the minifterial pen* 
^^ men, particularly the lUuftrious Vindex on the affairs of 
^' Corfica, but they recall to my mind this worthy Englifhmaa 
^* by birth, though the incident I have related paffed many 
^' years ago. Vindex no doubt fpeaks the language and fen- 
^^ timents of his patron and paymafter ; and therefore I 
♦• cannot but figure to myfelf our great man, faying ma 
<* naijfance eft Angkife with a figh indeed, becaufe of his con- 
^^ nexion with the rafcally ifland, whofc ruin he is endea- 
^' vouring to accomplifh with all imaginable expedition, 
^* mais mon coeur eft Francoisy with a fmile and tone of exul- 
^^ tation, on the Jate wonderful fucceffes of his friends and 
♦* allies againft our fellow iflanders and ftrugglers for liberty, 
" Indeed fome people who may pretend to excufe the refugee 
*^ on the fcore pf his education and religion, which were 
^' both French, may alledge, that the fame vindication can- 
*' not be offered for the miniffer, who was never fufpeSed 
^^ to have any religion at all to biafs his affeftions one way 
♦* or another, and whofe education is well known to have been 
^^ entirely Englilh, on the turf, and at the gammg-table. 
" But may it not be anfwered, that his grace's attachment 
" to France is the more meritorious on that account, be- 
J* caufe it is fo far difinterefted." Our author's prediledion 
in favour pf the Frenchman fubfided however when he came 
to confider that though bis grace might take him into pay 
with the reft of his writers, and might not have abilities to 
difcover any fraud, yet his brother fcribblers with whom he 
fliould divide the fecret fervice money, would at length dif- 
clofe to his grace, that he hoifted falfe colours, and inftead 
of promoting, betrayed his grace's and the 1* rench rntercft. 
From hence we learn that the Swifs intends to be an Anti- 
^allican. His humour rather borders upon the low and 
obfcene in his reafons for difcarding the itnlian title, and we 
hope he will attend to this timely admonition. At laft a 
friend determined his choice by reminding him of the Swifs ^ 
the faithful honeft Swifs who always fights for any fide that 
pays him, and always pa that fide which pays him beft. 
Adhering to this maxim, Point cTargent point du Suife, No 
money no Swifs. We are therefore apprized that our Swifi 
will not fight for the public, unlefs the public pays him bet- 
ter 
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ter thaffthfe mmiftry^ and a$ ^v€ think him ahopeful genHis, 
who already dilplays patrioiic fe«timents, we rec;oi»mend it 
to the public to encourage the fale of his effays, by which 
means the Swi/s will keep honeft and faithful to the caufe of 
virtue and of the friends of freedom. 

1 he Swijs declares his paper to be open to all parties^ and 

infiuenc<;:d by that motive only, which injflucnces them ail 

Na money ^ no party ^ or no trvuifs. Accordingly in his fecond 
cfl'ay he folicits the correfpondfei>ce of the minifterial and 
anti-mmifterial writers, but upon very different conditions 
iidiated by his own in te reft. *' Junius and Jtticusy it is weH 
♦* known, fays he, are fpirited and elegant writers, whereas 
•^ duller fellows than Jnti-malagrUay Silurus and their com- 
*^ rades are not to be met with. It is plain his grace can 
•' get no better workmen for money, and I am fure be wift 
*^ never get one for love. A letter from Junius or Atticut 
*«• would eftabiilh the ^wlfs at once. One tVom old Noil qt 
^^ ^Jnti-mcilagrida might ruin it for ever". He therefore de- 
termines to make the latter pay him .well for ixiftrting 
their pieces, but the writings of their opponents he wiil 
K'ceive gratis. We fnall clofe our account of this droll 
fellow of a Svvifs, by citing his relation of his baying fent 
his iirft paper to the prefs in a violent hurry, a week fooner 
than he intended. ' ' 

*^ It was owing to an ugly report, current in all the 
^' nev^^s papers, of the fudden. difmiiTion of our friend the 

•' D of G n provided however with a penfion of 

^* 6cco/. per {mnum^ for his eminent fervices to himfelf, hrs 
*' king and his country. J was thunder ftruck at thefe fatal 
*^ tidings, I forefaw my utter ruin, or rather annihilation 
*^ as a political writer, and was afraid, as an Irifhmaa 
?* would fay, that I fiiould die before I came to life. I 
f* cui fed my own dilatorinefs, and gave my nicety and de-» 
•' licacyabout the title, (which adlually kept me back about 
^* fi\ weeks) to the de»il a thoufand times over. For though 
*' my title is fo happily contrived, that it will equally fuit 
•' all parties and principles, yet not having been idle while 
♦• 1 was ihinkiiig of it, 1 had collciSted hints, anecdotes, and 
** memoranda, ail which are now down in my common- 
*' place book, for a number of papers which mult have been 
** entirely ufelefs had this dreaded evept happened, becaufe 
V' they will apply to no one minifter that ever exiftedj or 1 
** hope ever will extft ag:aii'in this cpuntrv, except his grace 
*i of G alone." 
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To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

SIR, 

SI N C £ I hsd the (>lcafure C)£<fending you my ftri£iures^ 
on the codduA of two faccedliye adminifb'ations with re-^ 
iped t0 the civil and religious eftablifliments in Canada and 
file Gireliadinesj* great pains hare been taken both in' the 
Qrcnadines and at jiome, to r^ppefent the unconftitutional 
fneafure taken by the prefent adminiftration, in admitting pa-* 
t^t ints offices $/ truft and into the legijkturt in anv part of the 
British empire, in a difterent light from that in wnich, I have 
kid it before the public. 

It is therefore incumbent >bn me to communicate to you 
fach auth^jAtic intiplligenee as has come to my hands from the 
time of my firft publication, to this day ; that the friends of 
the protectant religion, on the fecurity of which depends thQ 
•xiftence of oui^exceUent conftitution, may he enabled to form 
a right judgment of the conteft between his majefty's natural 
iorn prote/iant fyhjdSts of Grenada, and the adopted /r^«c^- 
torti, Roman catholic fubjeSs, whofe interefts are preferred to 
the former, by a prpteftant government at home. It has been 
fcid by the friends of the papijisy in power, that the oppofi* 

fe f ,, ,,i ,111 ■ .1 .i^^,,.., t ■■ 

* See Vol. IV, page 257, 
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tion made to that unconjlttutional meafure confifted only ctt^ si 
few faftious turbulent proteftants, but, fir, the genuine copy 
rf a" memorial which I have annexed to this letter will ferVfe 
to convincethe world, that all the well-wifhers to their king axid 
country, warmly rcmonftrated againft the firft attempt to carry 
it into execution. This' memorial wil! juftify my reprefenta- 
tion of the cafe in every article, againft the audacious falflioods 
"V^hich I detefted in the pamphlet called the Gnnada Planter^ 
ivhich ought to have been burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman; but I had f rgot, p*pijis rtjay libel the ###*'« 
proteftant governor with impunity, while his loyal fubje£ts 

who prefume to arraign the conduit of his partial j s and 

weak m — ^s are doomed to fines and imprifonment. It has been 
advanced in contradiftion to my ftridlures, that all is quiet in 
the Qreiiadines, ^hat the people in general are well fatisfied 
with the conduft of the miniftry, and content to admit the 
fapijis to a ihare in the legiflature and offices of truft. But^ 
fir, to charge me with falihood is not the firft injury 1 have 

feceived from the m 1 quarter. The truth, however, 

and nothing but the truth, on this important fubje£l, accor- 
ding to the beft of my knowledge, derived trom authentic in- 
telligence, fball be purfued, and from time to time laid before 
the public. 

The commiflion or inftrudions allowing the French-horn 
fopijh fubje£ts a fhare in the legiflature: to fit as representa- 
tives of the people, and to be admitted members of the 

council, is long fince arrived at Grenada j and the 1 1 

g- r col. F— — e has flattered the adminiftration with a be- 
lief that it has been received with univerfal approbation and 
gratitude ; this is not to be wondered at, as he has taken in- 
to his fervice, one S n an Irifhman, who was bred up 

tinder the Englilh and Irifli jefuits at St. Omer's ; this man 
he has made his private fecretary, from Which circumftances 

' the public may partly judge of the complexion of the 1 1 

g r*s difpatches. 

The truth is, that fo great is the confternation and alarm 
amongft the natural-born proteftant fubjefts in thefe iflands at 
this humiliating event, that the general aflembly has not yet 
met, and all public bufinefs is at a ftand, nor have the peo- 
ple any expectation of feeing the neceflary aiSts of legiflation 
go forward, or any tranfadtion relative to the government of 
thefe iflands, till the return of the governor, which is moft 
ardently wiihed for, by the friends of the proteftant caufe. 
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On what account that worthy officer is detained Co leng 
fro.!i his goveii.ment, is beft known to h.mfelf and (he. 

HTi y: from h;s amiable difpofition, his fpirited conduft 

during hii^refidence, and the whole tenour of his behaviour, 
<x*iiliuered as an oipcer and a governor, we are led to ima- 
gine, t:iat humanity ard' true patriotifm, would engage him 
to haften, vnd rot to retard, the confolation which his pre- 
fei ice will ^'ve to the king's moft loyal and dutiful natural* 
iorn proteitiiiit fubjciSt?, confignec to his protection. 

Now is tiie feafon.for his return, I ain an utter ftf anger to 
him, infomuch as not to have heard his name mentioned, 
till i faw him grofsly abufed in the Grenada Plantery and was 
fired with an honelt indignation, which engaged me to take 
up the pen, not in his fupport, for heilood in no need of it, 
as his condu6b muft endear him to his independent country- 
men, but in fupport of the much injured j^roteftant caule, 
which is treated with the utmoft contempt, on the principles 
of a broad bottom'd toleration, which have been adopted at 
c— t, though they drove from the throne, the laft monarch of 
the accuried Stuart race, 

I hope, therefore, his excellency will pardon me, if I re- 
mind him, that it is his duty at thiscrifis, to repair to his moft, 
important ftation, as foon as his private affairs will admit of it. 
Left a farther delay without any account from him of the 
reafons of his long abfence, ihould induce the public to lay 
the blame on him perfonally, and the high reputation he has 
acquired with his countrymen (hould fuffer. If any impedi- 
ments on the part of admlniftration protra6l his return, 
could the nation be fatisfied as to the fad:, they would fpare 
his d licacy, and readily conclude, that the influence of 
the French c — t prevails, to whom his refidence was become , 
obnoxious. 

The public, I make no doubt, will concur with me iti 

wi(bing governor M Ic a fpeedy, fafe, arid honourable 

voyage to his government ; and that he may gp oiit vefted 
with fuch full powers as the conftitutiop allows to every pro- 
teftant governor, to exclude papifta from all ofiices of truQ: 
and authority, and that in confequenc^, hP wijl di(Iplve any 
^flcmbly compofed partly of popifh reprefentatives, or any 
council made up, by the introduSion of Roman catholic 
members. 

The miniftry, you, fir, may inform, through the channel of 
your ufeful record of political tranfadlions, that it will be aa 
eternal blot in their efcutcheons, as well an high impe^ich- 
Hient of their political abilities, if |iot pf their love for thek 
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^Ifwifitrfi to have m;ide mnrAitrs of parliam4tti en4 pnvy €$Wi' 
fiihrs of men, who if tbty were tranfported from 9H^ fart of kis - 
mqjififs dominions to anothfr-^from Grenada to Cboapjide^ would 
to difyuqlified by faWf for the officf ofparijhfc^enger. 

Your IpeeJy infercion of this wul ^ng^e me to a fiutker 
^;^MTefpondence with you. 
\ am, Sir, 

Your's and the public's bumblelervant, 
London, Auguft aoth, 1769. , T— — M t ^ 



MEMORIAL. 
CjREKADA. To his excelleniy ROBERT MELVILE, 
Efq^ captain general and governor in chief 
of the fputhern Charibbee iflands of Grenada^ 
the Grenadines, Dominico, St. Vincent and 
Tobago, in America, and of ail other iflands, 
territories and places adjacent thereto, ani 
which now are, or heretofore have been 
dependent thereupon ; chancellor, ordinarjr 
and vice-admiral of the fame, and major- 
general of bis majefty's forces in the Weftr 
Indies ; ^nd to the honourable the members 
. of his m^jefty's council of Grenada and the 
Grenadines. 
The humble Memorial of his Majefty's moft faithful, loyal, 
and obedient Subjefis, born under his Allegiance and refideAt 
in the (aid Ifiand of Grenada. 
Sheweth, 

THAT your memorialifts, being juftly alarmed at a 
late dangerous and unprecedented attempt by his ma- 
jelty's French'born fubjedls,* to overturn the conftitution of 
Ihis colony as eftablifhed by the king's commiffion under the 

Jjreat feal of Great Britain, and the inJlruSiiom under his royal 
tgn manual to your ExcELLENev, and to intrude tncmfelves 
into the legiflature and into offices and places ^ f truft and con- 
fidence 5 humbly implore the affiftance of your Honours and 
your Excellency to defeat a defign, pregnant with fuch dan- 
gerous confcquences as well to the public as to our pre* 
fent and future -private interefts. * 

The privileges now aimed at, the wifdoip. of our law 
has thought proper, and the experience of paft times 

* Tins alludes to the proteft and the behaviour of the new fubjedU at tlJ^ 
cledioa for the town of St. Geprge^ on the ^tb, of Nov. lydy, 

. ". has 
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hltt tnidfi necdiary to with.luiid from natural-hm fui^*^ 

jeSs of the fame perfuafion, whofe loyalty to their fovereign 
BXidfSt&ion to their country, have of late been in no inftance- 
queftioned ;-— wc therefore apprehend thev cannot be allowed 
to a people whom the fortune of war only, made Britlfh fiib* 
jeds, and whofe dijpofitinnsy habits and conne<£lions with, 
thofe who were lately our declared enemies, render them very 
unfit oUe£ts to enjoy a preference over mtural-horn fubjefis, 
of the lame religious principles : yet with eqi^al furprize and 
concern have we heard, that vvhat was aimed at by the at- 
tempt lately made here, is earneftly folicited for, a^id it is 
confidently fa}d, will be fpeedily effected at home.f 

And we hzcve the more reafon to be alarmed at the inten- 
fions and defigns of thefe people, as they have had the con- 
fidence to deny, by a formal proteft in writing, the authority 
of laws made by the confent of their own reprefentatives, 
and the power of the legiflature eftabli(bed by the king's com- 
miiBon and inftrudlions to make a£ts to bind them 4 — Prin- 
ciples of fo dangerous a tendency, and fo fubverfive of our 
excelknt confiitUtion^ that we ftand amazed at* the boldnefs of 
thofe, who could thus openly avow them. 

As we have the moft perfe6l confidence in and reliance on 
thewifdom, integrity, and favourable difpofition of your £x* 
ciLLENCY, founded in the experience of your difinterefted 
zeal and unceafing application to . promote the happinefs of 
the people of your government ;— as we cannot but gratefully 
remember the prudence and moderation which have appeared 
in the proceedings of the coumril, particularly before the 
completion of our legiflature, and are well acquainted with 
your Honours attachment to the true intereft of this coun- 
try j-r-we truft that the duty your Excellency owes to your 
rcyal mafter, your zeal for his fervice, and attachment and 
afte&ion to the crown and nation ; — what your Hot<:ouRS 
owe to yourfelves, to your country, and to poftcrity, will 
induce you to co-operate with zeal and unanimity to avert the 
dangers with which this colony is. threatened, and which muft 
be the inevitable confequence of fuccefs in this bold undeiw 
taking. 

And 1^ humbly pray your excellency and your honours to 
take all fuch fpeody raeafures, as will be moil likely to 

•|> At this time a import was given out by the new fubjeds that Sir F— — *^ 

1^^ 1 had obtained thift for thexat 

X Vide the Proteft. 
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•onduce to that tniy and as to your fuperior judgments fltall 
lecmbeft. 

And your memorialifts as in duty bound 

fhall ever pray, &c. &c. &c. 
This addrefs fighcd by about 475 naturai-ba/ n fubje^bs, 
was prefentcd in November, 1767 — Upwards of 150 more, 
in different parts of the country, were ready to fign it, but 
the prefling ncceffity of prefenting it, made a delay improper. 
How, many of thofe, who did fign it, were treated, by the next 
alTembly, is but too well known. 
I ■■ / . - ■■ I ■ , ■■ 

For the Editor of the POLITICAL REGISTER. 

A Dijfertation on the commercial and political State of the £q/i 
India Company* s Jffairs'j and /^n the Views of Adminijlration 
with refpeSl to the Commtffion appointing Sxi?ZiBiYUOB.'^ to go 
to India. 

SIR, 
rr^HE prefcnt critical fituatlon of the Eaft India Com-« 
J|[ pany's afiairs both at home and abroad, is at length 
become an objedk of the greateft importance to the welfare 
and profperity of the three kingdoms. The dire6lion of their 
cxtenfivc concerns, the nomination of their officers civil and 
military, and the coHedion of their revenues will perhaps 
finally fall into the hands of government; if union among 
themielves, integrity and difintereftednefs in their fervants, 
and wifdom and fortitude in their councils, do not inftantly 
take place, of the animofities and divifions of party, of the 
rapacity and cruelty of avarice, and of the debility, aqd irre-» 
folution which accompanies pride and revenge. It is no difli* 
cult matter to forefee, that any mifmanagement of the con* 
cerns of this great body at this crifis, may on the one hand 
tear up the liberties of Great Britain by the roots, and ren- 
der us all abjed; flavcs to defpoti^ power, or on the other, 
involve us in an expenfive and bloody war. 

To avoid either of thefe evik, requires the exertion of 
treat abilities, and an uncommon portion of integrity and 
candour, but to fteer clear of both, at this prefent period, will 
demand the moll confummate political wifdom, and the mod 

irenuine fentimcnts of patriotifm that can poffibly infpire a 
et of men afTembled together in council,-— for the preferva» 
Von and improvement of the immenfe property of the greateft 
trading company in Europe; and, — for the more valuable 
^ purpo^s of defending the liberties of that country whfch has 
given them protection and aiTiftahce, and hasfo largely con- 
tributed to their amazing fuccefs*— againft all attempts that 

may 
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txisij be itiade by artful and deHgning ftatefmen, ta wreft from 
them the conduft of their affairs in India, with the fole view 

of increafing the power of the c n at the expence of the 

freedom of the (ubjedl. A more fatal event could not poffi- 
bly happen to theie kingdoms, than the ceding to government 
the adminiflration of the company's eftablifhments in India^ 
for though we have nothing to fear from the reigning prince, 
yet life at beft is but precarious, and the throwing fuch an 
additional weight into the fcale of royaj authority, might 
be called the political exit of the freedom and independence 
of the renowned Britiih empire. 

If we onh' turn our thoughts to the power and wealth 
which individuals, invefted with a delegated command, have 
acquired in Aiia, partly by the force of arms, but ftill more 
by their negociations and political connections with the regal 
tyrants of the country, we muft tremble at the apprehenfion, 
that if the fceptre of Great Britain ihould, in any future 
time, fall into the hands of a weak, or wicked prince, whofe 
minifters are determined to render him the mofl defpotic 
fnonarch on earth; a treafury for the purpofes of corrupting ' 
the indigent, and the unprincipled, will be conftantly open 
in India. Conceffions may be made by fuch a fovereign and 
fuch minifters highly prejudicial to the intereft of a trading 
company, if the coffers of Afiatic princes afford a ready re* 
fource in time of popular commotions, and when the people 
are contending with their prince and his fervants, for their 
inherent rights and privileges. What a deplorable fituation 
pofterity muft be in, if ever the crown gets poffeffion of the 
civil government of the Eaft India company's fettlements in 
Afia ! Will not the army of placemen artd penfioners, againft 
whofe influence the prefent friends of liberty find it difficiilt 
to ftand their ground, be fo confiderably encreafed, as to 

render all oppoAtion ineffedlual, and the will of the f xi 

and his fervants may then be made the fole ftandard of ad- 
miniftration? for every meafure will be carried in their fa- 
vour by an incredible majority. It is therefore no argument, 
becaufe we have the beft of princes upon the throne, that 
we ihould open a new fource of wealth and power in his 
time, that may be productive of fuch fatal confequences ta 
pofterity ; for the K-- — cannot tell who fliall come after 
him, or what manner of man fliall reign over us — much lefs, 
^hat kind of creatures may be his mijiifters. If then there 
be any regard left amongft us for thofe eftabliflied laws and 
cuftoms, for thofe rights and immunities which were handed 
down to us from our anceftors ; and which we are bound in 
honour and equity to tranfmit, as entire as we received them, 

to 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



(126) 

to the next generation. It behoves iht tammutAtyio he 
particularly attentive to all the motions of the direfibrs of 
the Ezfi India company at this tinle. 

The agreement made with the company by the pr6f6nt 
adminiftration to accept of the Aim of 40000dl. per anhtim 
in confideration of the territorial acquifitions in India, was 
deemed highly impolitic at the time, by all the frieiiids of def- 
potifm, as the faireft opportunity was thereby loft df eittend* 
ing the power of the c > by taking pofleflion of thofe 
territories, and appointing civil and liiilitary officers to take 
charge of them. But the real friends' of the conftitutioil 
few this agreement in ahother light, and perhaps it is the 
only cheafure the miniftry has taken, to whieh a patriotic op- 
pdfition could give a tacit aflent. Gf two evils^ It was the 
Uzi\y for though it hiight be deemed a ftretch of minifteriai 
authority to take fo large a fum annually from the profits of 
a trading fociety, which had already paid for the exclufiv^ 
privileges they enjoyed^ priviUges inekidj which ought nevir t9 
hm)€ been granted in a free Jiate^ yet as the public in general 
was to be benefited by this annual deduction from tb^ profit*/ 
of a company already acknowledged to be imoienfely rieh^ 
little Was faid againft it, efpecially as it was imagined, that 
the compiiny would remain for this confideration, in the 
unmolefted enjoyment of thofe territories, and have the fete 
appointment Of all civil and military officers, whom they 
ihould think proper to fend thither for the goverrinient of 
them. 

But contrary to expefiatton on the appointment, by th^ 
company, of three fupervifars^ and ah applicati<yn made to the 
iiiiniftry to furnifh a naval armament tor the proteAion of 
their commerce in India, a frefh interruption in the manage- 
inent of their aiFairs arifes; and his ra — -y's fervaftts ^pp^t 
defirous, notwithftanding the pecuniary agreemejit with the 
company, to obtrude fome of their agents upon thfem, and 
to divide with the company, the authority they have thought 
proper to veft in their JiipervifoiSy if not to fuperfcde it. It 
is this alarming requiution that ought to engage n&t ctfily 
the attention of every proprietor of India Stock 5 but of 
every member of. the community, who has discernment to 
perceive, and patriotifm to feel the blow aimed at the expir- 
ing freedom of his country, throu^ the channel of the Eaft 
India company. The firft attempt to involve tKe company's 
affairs, in the political views of the c- — — t, feems to have 
been couched in the letter figned by nine proprietors, thfe 
fubftance of which was. as follows: ** That confider'ng ^:it 
." prefent critical fituation of our affairs in Ipdia, it m^y bfc 

•' requtftcd 
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** requefted of government to grant for the fervlce of the 
•* company, twa Jhips of the line^ and two battallionsJ*^ We 
are informed, that after this letter had been twice read at the 
general meeting of the proprietors on the 26th of July; Sir 
George Colebrook acquainted the court, '* that they had 
** already applied to government for two fhips of the line, 
** and two frigates; but that as for the battallions^ it was the 
** general opinion of the laft court of direftors, that there was* 
** not the lea ft necejjity for fuch a requifition^ as recruiting the 
*' company's forces on the fpot, would be the more efFeftual 
*^ and oeconomic method," The opinion of the diredlors 
we find was firft founded, and then 'the fentiments of the 
proprietors, who happily concurred with the diredtors, and 
thus the fcheme of introducing the government's troops into 
the company's territories in India fell to the ground.. The 
following queftion was then propofed and unanimoufly paffed. 
". That the proprietors in general do requeft of their di- 
** re£lors, that they will apply to government for the better 
** fecurity of their pofleffions in India, and for fuch a naval 
•* force confifting of fliips of the line and frigates, as fhall 
*' be thought neceffary," The confequence of this appli- 
cation has been a correfpondence between the diredlors and 
that great fecretary of ftate lord Weymouth, whofe letters 
are the ftandard of accuracy, perfpicuity and politenefs. The 
obje£b of them is, a revifal of the commiffion, and the expe- 
diency of fending out a naval officer of theirs to aS in con- 
jundtiori with the fupervifors. In the mean tiiiie the fending 
out the commiffion is fufpended, though every moment's de- 
lay may be of fatal confequence to the company's affairs in 
India. It is impoffible to divine what will be the event of 
tills frefli negociation between the direftors and the admini- 
ftration, but it feems to forebode a great deal of confufion, 
and a ruinous unnecefFary protra£lion. If however, contrary 
to the expedation of many fenfible people, this affair fbould 
be compromifed before the next publication of the Political 
Regifler, I hope due regard will be paid to the date of this 
dilSrtation, that my fentiments and animadverfions on this 
intereftii»g fubjeft, may be found to be compatible with the 
ftate of the negociation .at the time of my writing. 

Lord Weymouth mentions the neceffity of appointing an 
officer of theirs^ that is of the government, on account of the 
eleventh article of the definitive treaty of peace with France, 
whereby ftipulations were made with fome Indian princes, 
and that this article was made at the requefl of the company. 
Affuredly then, it is as much for the honour and intereft of 
the company, that the naval officer aiding urjder their dK' 
Vol. V. S rcaion. 
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HPeftion, fbpuld adhere to the article of the treaty, as it t$ 
for government; befides, no officer of the crown, though 
adling by permifllon under the orders of the company's fer- 
vants abroad, I mean the governor and council of Bengal, 
or the fupervifors, can be fuppofed in obedience to them, to 
violate the conditions of his commiffion from his fovereign, 
in which muft neceflarily be included an obfervance of the 
treaties fubfifting between his royal maftcr, and the power* 
with whom he is in peace and amity ; of thefe no naval offi- 
cer, of the rank, to command, can be ignorant, if he was, 
government might take care to inform him. But no neceffity 
arifes from this, that the naval officer who commands the 
armament deftined for the company's fervice, (hould be vetted 

by the m y with any powers but thofe to be given him 

by the company. Depend on it if once the m y by 

throwing difficulties in the way of the prefent commiffion 
can bring the proprietors to confent that a fervant of theirs 
IKould be joined in it, in order to give it the fanftion of their 
concurrence, all is loft, the end of the commiffion will be 
defeated, and on the arrival of this medley of authority, 
parties will be formed in India; thofe who are difgufted at 
the company and are difpofed to ridicule the office of the 
fupervifors, or are apprehenfive of a difagreeable enquiry 
into their conduft, will attach themfelves to the officer of 
the government who commands the armament, and will at- 
tempt to render his authority fuperior to that of the fuper- 
vifors. And thus the whole will run into confufion. The 
Indian princes will difcover a diftinftion between the autho* 
rity of the company and of the crown, which muft certainly 
^nd in the ruin of the former, ' from the high opinion they 
entertain of regal power. They will no doubt be induced 

to form alliances and enter into negociations with the f n 

of Great Britain, if a proper officer is on the fpot, charged 
with plenipotentiary powers, but it will always be -with a 
view to deprefs the company and leffen their weight and 
influence, for which a very good reafon may be affigned; 
that their fervants in India have exercifed fuch adls of ty- 
ranny and oppreffion in order to amafs great fortunes in 
the fpace of a few years, as have been a difgrace to huma- 
nity. One noble commander in chief, it is faid, ftands 
foremoft in the journal of barbarity, having embrued hi$ 
hands in the beft blood of the country, and fupported the 
iheaneft wretch of a Nabob, deftitute of honour and huma- 
nity, a fpurious defcendant of the greateft traitor in India, 
to the exclufion of the undoubted heir to the empire of 
Indoftan. On a treaty with this man, the profperity of the. 

government 
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government of Bengal has been made entirely to depend, 
and more than twenty millions of Indians groan beneath the 
weight of his cruel opprefllons, who extorts from them a 
revenue which is paid into the hands of the company's fer- 
vants. But to what purpofes it is applied is beft known to 
themfelves. How liable the Eaft India company is to a 
total reverfe of their rapid fuccefs, will appear from confider- 
ing the fituation of the Indian petty ftates fince the diflblu* 
tion of the empire of I/idoftan, to which a fufficient atten- 
tion has never been paid either by the company's diredors 
at home, or their fervants abroad ; nor have the proper 
meafures been taken to keep on foot a force proportionate 
to the increafe of military (kill among the Indian tribes, arifing 
from their having learnt the European difcipline. " For- 
** riierly Delhi, the capital of Indoftan, was the centre of 
'* all the riches of the ^aft, and though the diftance from 
*^ the feat of government, left the Nabobs in the remot/e 
** provinces in fome degree independent, yet the power of 
** the emperor was fo great, that none of them durft pre- 
** fume to difpute his authority openly, for fear of being 
" lingled out as a facrifice to his refentment. ' The fcene is 
" now totally reverfed. The invafion oi Ahdalla from the 
** country of Gizni gave an irreparable ihock to the confti- 
^' tution at Delhi"; and the fubfequent fuccefles of Euro- 
peans compleated its diflblution. Diftinfk and powerful 
flates are now formed upon its ruins, and the rapid intro- 
duftion of the Eiuropean arts feems to promife them a formi- 
dable and lafting eftablifliment. The fubjefts of thefe ftates 
have acquired fentiments of liberty to which they were 
formerly' ftrangers, and they are not infenfible of the In- 
dignity of being in fubjeftion to a few difeafed and profligate 
natives of a diftant country. A view of their prefent fitua- 
tion with refpe<a to the India company will explain the dan- 
gers that are to be apprehended from them, and for which a 
proper remedy muft be provided without delay. 

Towards rerfia, Kerim Cawn has eftablifhed a regular 
government, and has fo totally overcome his feven rivals, 
that there is a certain profpefl: of his reftoring the Perfian 
empire to its ancient fplendour. His army is inftrudted in 
the European difcipline, and in a late tranfaftion with the 
prelidency of Bengal, he has difcovered his want of refpeiS: 
for the company. South eaft of Kerim Cawn's dominions, 
the pow^r which is the moft formidable to the company's 
intereft on the Malabar fide of India, is the Morattoe arifto- 
cracy. The amazing conftitution of this ravaging ftate, 
the extent of their territory, the height to which they have 

S 2 ^^ already 
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already carried the ufe of fire arms, and difciplined infantry, 
* ^nd the numerous armies of ca\alry at their command, leave 
no power with Europeans to refift them. In the vear 1761, 
they oppofed Abdalla at Delhi, and in one battle with him loft 
45000 men. It is to thig defeat that the company has hitherto 
owed theunmolefted enjoyment of the revenues of Bengal , for 
had they not been difcomfited in this enterprize, they might 
have at once cut off the provifions of Bombay, have fent an 
army of 80,000 horfe into Bengal, and have invaded the 
Carnatic with 50,000 hardy cavalry, nor could any reprifals 
have been made upon them in their own country, as it is 
impenetrable from the Malabar coaft, and as it is impoflible 
ever to ftrike at their capital from Bengal or Madrafs, on ac- 
count of the diftance. 

The political influence of the Morattoes being at prefent 
divided b<etween an uncle who was regent, and a nephew 
who is grown up to the age of man, the lineal defcendant 
of the race of their kings. It may therefore confidently be 
afierted that the exiftence of our India company depends on 
their revenue, and their confequent ability to make war in 
defence of it, depends in a great meafure on the effefi; which 
negociation may have in diftra£^ing the councils of thi$ 
ftate, and widening the breach between the recent and the 
young prince. This ought to be the grand oojeft of the 
prefent commii&on; and here Mr. Vanfittart's abilities in 
the clofet may, and probably will, do more fervice to his 
country, than Clive's impetuofity in the field. 

The only quarter in which the Morattoes are vulnerable 
is their navy, which they are now endeavouring to put on 
i refpcftable footing. They have in all about three hundred 
fmall fighting Ihips in their different poits, which they em- 
ploy chiefly in afts of piracy; and in Gheria, of which they 
Were moft impudently put in poffeffion after we had taken 
it from Angria, they may be faid to have a fea port impreg- 
nable to our navy. 

South of the Morattoes, between the fifteenth ^nd tenth 
flegree of north latitude, are the territories of Hyder-Alij who 
is at prefent the terror of Leadenhall-ftreet, The territories 
pf this prince ar6 about 500 miles fquare, and lay chiefly 
in the Myfon country. The plan upon .which he has dif- 
ciplined his fmall array is totally European, and he under- 
ftands the comparative advantages and difadvantages of dif- 
cipline and irregular attack better than any of our generals. 
He has now been five years fucceffively in the field, and has 
never been in winter quarters during the monfoons. Here 
he finds the fuperiority of an Indian to a.n European army, 

' ' for 
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for while the former are able, from their knowledge of the 
climate, and its difeafes, to provide againft its reverfes, the 
latter drops ofF, and by ufing immoderate quantities of fpiri- 
tuous liquors to refift the intemperature of a Iky, alternately 
fcorching and moift, they only accelerate their ruin. 

Whatever Hyder-Alts fate may be, his army will ftill 
remain, and it has already proved a fchool of military fci. 
ence to Indoftan. It is impoifible to reduce him totally^ 
fuch is his fituation and fuch his refources, and it is only by 
treaty and political management that he can be diverted from 
making the extirpation of the Englilh, the great obje<3 of 
his ambition. 

North eaft of Hyder-AU^ and to the north of the Carnatic, 
are the territories of the Nizam, the Suba of the Decan^ 
and the defcendant of the celebrated Nizam al Muluck. This 
prince pofTeiTes all the treachery of his aiiceftors, with a 
perfeft knowledge of the manners and power of the Euro* 
peans, but he is no foldier, and he is more formidable for 
the greatnefs of his name, and his inveteracy to the £ng- 
lifh, than he is to be dreaded as an enemy, though he has 
at prefent an army of fifty thoufand horfe, and thirty thou* 
fand foot in his pay. He is become a determined enemy to 
the company from a notion that they intended to raifc 
Mahomed-Ali-Cawn to the Subafhi'p of the Decan, which 
meafure would be highly advantageous to the company, and 
it is now abfolutely neceiTary either to crufh the Nizam en* 
tirely, or to remain in continual warfare with him. By his 
alliance with Hyder-Ali, he has in the laft campaign, ac- 
quired the fecret of our conqueft, and knows how to harrafs 
and ravage with his cavalry without coming to a general 
engagement. His Subafliip, including Golconda, forms 
naturally the richeft and moft valuable dominions in Indi^. 

To the north of the Nizam's dominions, and between 
thofe of the Morattoes and our territories in Bengal, lies the 
country of Bundelcund, governed by Hindoput, He is a 
powerful and politic prince, and is eftablifhing an extenfive 
independent government. Oppofite to him on the north 
eaft fide of Bengal, is the famous Sujah-Dowla, who was 
lately engaged in a treaty with the Nizam and Hyder-Ali, 
for the extirpation of the Englifh; but who is now faid to 
have bound himfelf to peace. His force, his preparations 
and martial abilities are well known. He is permitted by 
treaty tp have an army of thirty five thoufand difciplined 
troops on foot. His great ambition is to become Suba of 
Bengal, by the expulfion of the Englifh, or vizier of the 
•mpiir^ by (h^ non)inal elevation of Shaw-AUum to (he 
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throne of Indoftan. The aid of France or Holland would 
enable him to obtain the former, and as Abdalla is at prefent 
with a powerful army in the neighbourhood of Delhi, he 
lias I^ hopes of attaining the latter, he is therefore ex* 
tremely formidable. 

From this curfory view of the moft powerful independent 
ftates, which have grown up out of the ruins of the empire 
•f Indoftan, which is the moft corredl: that has ever been 
given to the public, and for which we ftand indebted to arr 
anonymous writer, who appears to be well acquainted with 
the political ftate of India, it plainly appears that the Afiatic 
princes are making the moft rapid advances in military dis- 
cipline, and are become every day more and more jealous of 
the ufurpation of the European powers over their territories, 
»nd efpecially of the Englifh, who have harraffed the natives 
and fomented divifions and civil wars amongft them, to fa- 
cilitate their conquefts, and to enable them to plunder the 
tountry with greater fecurity. To attack thefe princes is 
only inftru£ting them, and to {hew a hpftile difpofition to- 
wards them all, would be the means of making them forget 
their mutual jealoufy, and unite in one common league a- 
gainft us. They have at prefent in their different fervices, 
QL number of aaventuring Europeans, moftly Frenchmen, 
who are continually vaunting the fuperior renown of their 
monarch ; they are thereby become more attached to that nation , 
and there is very fufficient proof that the French court is 
giving them all poffible encouragement to improve in arts 
and policy, and is teaching them to confider the Englifh in 
ft moft hateful and ambitious light. 

Could it therefore be fuppofed that the league which was 
formed laft year by the country powers, might be conduced 
on- a principle of mutual confidence^ it is certain that our 
company would foon be obliged to take fhelter in their for- 
tifications on the coaft. Should France openly join this 
league with the forces fhe has been fending out in detail to 
Mauritius all would be loft, and as the event of war in 
Indoftan does not depend immediately on returns from Eli- 
rope, there is no political confideration which can hinder 
France from ftriking fuch a blow* India has the necefTaries 
of war in itfelf, and if France once gets the fuperiority 
there, fhe is not to be beat out of it, in the fame manner as 
from America. The ftations to crui^ie for fhips going to, 
and coming from India, are not certain to us; whereas the 
French by poflefling Mauritius, may always depend on 
meeting our fhips, as they can remain longer on their fta- 
tions of Madagafcar, the cape and St. Helena, But what is 
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moft encouraging to the French to begin a rupture in India 
iSf that before a public declaration of war in Europe, they 
may depend on being able to take, by means of a fquadroa 
fitted fecretly out of Mauritius, one in two of our home- 
w^ard bound Indiamen; and it may be near a year before w« 
have the intelligence. What is more alarming ftill, fucb 
a plan has been given into the French miniftry; and the 
count £EJlaing has undertaken to carry it into execu- 
tion. 

Can a more unpleafing profped): be given of the Atuatioa 
of the company's aiFairs? yet critical as it appears, I cannot 
by any means fee the force of the conclusion which the 
court writers, and minifterial partv, draw from it. That 
there is an immediate neceffity to fend out an officer com-^ 
miflioned from the crown, a man of rank, honour and inte- 
grity, to fuperintend the fupervifors, to hear the complaints 
of the natives, to pledge the public faith for the obfervatioa 
of treaties, and to inculcate upon the minds of the Indians, 
, that the injuftice they have already experienced, was fo far 
from having the fandion of the people of Endgland, that 
means will be ufed to bring to condign punifhment, the au- 
thors of fuch injuries for the future. Nor can 1 pofllbly fub- 
fcribe to the opinion maintained by thefe gentlemen, that 
the fandlion of government to treaties with the Afiatic 
powers, is abfolutely neceiTary to fecure the faith of princes, 
rendered diftruflful by repeated breaches of the moft folemn 
engagements on our fide. This opinion is built on the 
weakeft reafoning that ever was offered to the public. " That 
** the Indians being brought up under regal government, 
** place a confidence in the promifes of princes, which they 
*• never beftow on commercial bodies, founded upon avarice 
** and interefted principles". But thefe Indians are not to 
learn that the Englifh Eaft India company has a power and 
authority lodged within itfelf, independent of government, 
to make treaties with them, and to negociate all public tran- 
fadtions relative to their fettlements and the intereft of their 
commerce. And that it is one thing to form treaties and 
enter into alliances with a mercantile body, and another to 
engage in political connexions with fovereigiv ftates, which 
may expofe them to numberlefs inconveniences, and engage 
them in long and expenfive wars, both foreign and domeftic, 
with the different powers of Europe, who have eftabliihments 
amongft them. 

But we are ^old, *• that the company feems to ftand at ' 
*' the utmoft height of its fuccefs, amidft uncertainty. 
^' That it is a fabrick of power raifed rapidly, and on a 
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•* foundation that was not previoufly examine 1, and therfr- 
•' fore is liable to a fudden fall, to which is added, that 
•' there is the lefs reafon to regret this event, the ruin of the 
•* company^ if we refled that the natural ftrength of Great 
** Britain is exhaufted by its duration, and that luxury 
^^ and the difproportionate fortunes of individuals, are the 
•' only advantages which are received in return." So that 
the annihilation of the company feems to be defired, rather 
than it fhould fubfift on its prefent independent footing. 
This is a plain hint of what is to be expefted from the 

Butean fyftem of politics which prevails in the c -t, and 

it is the duty of the diredtors of the company, and alfo of 
every proprietor, to take this warning, and to unite in one 
common bond of amity, to prevent the diflblution of the 
fociety through the open hoftilities of the Afiatic powers, 
affifted by the French, or the more latent defigns of the en- 
couragers of defpotiftn at home. The meafures already 
taken may be fufficient to avert the impending ftorm in 
India, if the carrying them into execution is not unnecellarily 

delayed by m 1 artifice. The commiffioners appointed by 

the company are all acknowledged to be men of tried abili- 
ties, and of diftinguilhed probity and humanity; what more 
can be requifite for enforcing all the purpofes of the com- 
miffion. By the powers veiled in them no doubt can poffibly 
remain in the breafts of the Indians, that the treaties they 
fliall enter into with them 'will be religioufly obferved. If 
the company's fervants there, have abufed their truft, and 
tyranifed over the natives, they have authority to hear their 
complaints, and it will be equally their interefl:,.as it will 
redound to their honour, to redrefs their grievances, and to 
pledge the public faith of the company, that thofe who. 
opprefs them in future fhall be brought to condign punifh- 
ment. This is one objeft of negociation, which can be 
accomplifhed without the afliftance of an officer of theirs as 
lord Weymouth ftiles it* Every other point that can poffibly 
arife is equally within the province of the ftipervifors, and 
one would really have imagined that the appointment of Mr, 
Vanfittart, whofe connexions with the Butean party are no 
fecret, might have fatisfied the m ^y, without attempt- 
ing to add to the comniiffion an officer of theirs^ which can 
produce no one good effeft, and to au^ur the beft of it, may 
be produftive of many injurious diviiions among the com- 
pany's fervants in India. 

The interfering of the crown in mercantile companies has 
.at all times proved fatal to them, of this truth the ruin pf the 
French £aft India company is a recent inftance, and if ever that 

company 
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comMny Is re-eftablilhed, its direflion will be founded oa 
the fame principles of independence as ours, though under a 
defpotic monarchy. This is the only method they can take 
to reftore the valuable Afiatic commerce to France j and 
whoever confiders attentively the political genius of the 
French, will not hefitate to pronounce that they will not 
long be idle fpeftators of the vaft fortunes amafled by fome 
individualis amongft us by theii* ftations in India, nor of the 
rapid fuccefs of a company enabled to divide an intereft of 
ten per cent, and to fupply government with 400000/. per 
annum out of their profits.^ The barren lands of Canada 
will be well exchanged for profitable acquifitions in Afia, 
and while we are burying our people by wholefale in the 
defarts of Florid a,, where we (ball never be able to make any 
eftablifliments that will prove bsneficial to the rhother 
country, the French niihiftry with charts before them, are 
ftudying how ito repair" the lofs of extent of empire, which 
they willingly fuffered at the late infarhous peace, by marking 
out and fixing their eyes on fiich places in Europe and Afia^ 
the p<)fleffiori of which will advance their commercial in- 
tereft, and retrieve the glory of their monarch. Corfica 
^hey have already feized without moleftation on our parts, 
and have infolently bid oiir petits-maitres of minifters, mind 
their own bufinefs, that is to fay, their internal quarrels with 
the people, and not trouble their heads about their conquefts. 
But when a war breaks out, it may perhaps be too late to 
punifh the authors of this (hameful negledl of the true in- 
tereft of the nation, while we ftiall readily fee the great 
difadvantages arifing to our commerce frotn theii* poffeffion of 
this valuable ifland. 

The next important blow they are pi'eparing to ftrike is in 
India, and perhaps our miniftry may not think proper, or 
dare to call in queftion, their finifter meafures. For it feems 
to be the maxim not to moleft them, if they do not diredlly^ 
attack our property. So that in time of peace, they may 
teach thofe Afiatic princes, who are the avowed enemies of 
the Englifh Eaft India company, the European difcipline ; 
they may turnifh them with military ftores ; increafe their 
animofity to us, by the exaggerations of malevolence ; and 
in Ihort excite them^ when prepared for war, to provoke and 
annoy the company's officers, till a rupture is produced, and 
yet we have no right to call them to account for their un- 
dermining policy. This furely is a ftrange weaknefs in go- 
vernment, and is the more to be lamented, as we unhappily 
have fhewed the French a precedent of our difregard to the 
hw of nations, by our hoftilities, previous to the laft formal 
Vol.V. T dcciar^- 
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tioil of war againft them. Our miniftry ought to know 
that they never were backward in repaying compliments of 
this fort> and though it be given out, by the lovers of peace, 
on any terms, that the finances of France are in fuch a bad 
ftate as to difenable them from making war againft us for 
fome time J the force they have fent oiF fecretly to Mauri- 
tius, and the diligence of their agents in India, who are 
inceflantly labouring to widen the breach between the Eng- 
lifh company, and the Nabobs of the country, form a ftrong 
prefumption that it is their intention to remove the incapa- 
city juft mentioned, by ftriking a fudden blow in a quarter 
where wealth is to be found, inftantaneoufly to recruit their 
cxhaufted finances. 

Whatever be their defigns, we have had fufEcient r ^ 

their preparations and intrigues, to keep a watchful eye 
over them. How much more meritorious would it have 
been, if adminiftration had doubled the number of fhips re- 
quired by the company, than to have protrafted the impor- 
tant commiflion by a contention for power, and authority 
to controul the company's officers. 

An ablie ftatefman when he fees an old inveterate enemy 
making formidable preparations for war in any quarter of the 
globe, will naturally turn his whole attention there, an3 
fufpefting all the avowed difpofitions to peace of a nation 
remarkable for perfidy, diffimulation and breach of treaties, 
will direft fuch an opponent force to be ftationed in the 
part where a rupture feems intended, as may awe the enemy, 
and induce their miniftry to lay afide^ their ambitious pro- 
je£ts. But fuch has generally been the fate of Great Britain, 
that either through the inability and indolence of thofc at 
the helm, or through a vain confidence in her fuperior 
ftrength, the firft alarms of hoftile preparations have been 
difregarded, and no attention has been given to the cry of 
fire, though a timely application might have been made by 
obferving the warning, and the flames of war have been 
prevented from breaking out. This is evidently our prefent 
fituation, with this unlucky circumftance thrown into the 

fcale, that there is a ftrong prepoffeffion in the c 1 in 

favour of peace, no matter at what rate it is prefervcd. So 
that we may expedl every infolence will be borne, every war- 
like preparation will be quietly fufFered ; and no meafures 
taken to obftruft or impede the revival of the glory of 
France, till fome daring a<3; of hoftility is committed, which 
wilh probably be at fuch a diftance from home, that the lofs 
to the nation will be irreparable before the intelligence of 
the event is received and credited, 

"A. 
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A dependance oa the fuperior bravery of our troops, and 
the ftrength of our maritime force is truly laudable, and in 
general, under the favour of providence, and an able admin i^ 
firation, we may fafely affirm, that Great Britain will ulti- 
mately triumph over all her enemies. But then, it is her 
inisfortune to be involved in a heavy national debt, which 
continually exhaufts her finances, fo that {bb muft burthen 
her fubjefts beyond their ftrength, in the very firft year of 
any future war; and it is this confideration that ought to 
engage her governors to be extremely vigilant to prevent a 
rupture, and not to be fparing of the public money upon fo 
important an occafion as the fitting out an armament which 
Biay enforce by its bare appearance, the obfervation of en- 
dangered treaties of peace. The expence of fending a for- 
midable fquadron to the Eaft Indies, will not be equal to one 
eighth of the charges of the firft year of war, and therefore 
bears no proportion to the adyantages that may arife from 
it, fmce we may thereby prevent a farther debt of fixty or 
feventy millions, befides avoiding the uncertain event of 
wan 

It is therefore the duty of every good fubjeft, of every 
well wifher to his country, to admoniSi our prefent miniftry, 
who cannot boaft that their great abilities fet them above 
advice, of the danger that threatens this nation from the 
prevalency of the I'rench intereft in India, ** and from the 
*^ forc^ which they have been fending out in detail to Mau- 
*' ritius," and to call upon thofe who h^ve been charged, 
though we hope falfly, with an application of the public 
money to the inoft ignoble purpofes; to find the means for 
equipping and fending out to India without lofs of time, 
^ot only two fhips of the line and two frigates for the com- 
pany's fervice, but likewife on the nation's account, a fqua- 
dron of obfervation, that may appear refpeftable in the eyes 
of S*rance and Spain, and convince the world, that our fore- 
fight, political (kill, and prudent attention to what pafles in 
the mo(l remote parts of the world, is not totally loft or 
abforbed in domeftic broils, and contentions for places of 
truft and emolument, which ought to be filled by none but 
thofe, who to ufe a vulgar phrafe, will give a ftiarp look 
out after the common enemy. 

I hope thefe animadverfions on our India affairs will find a 
place in your next publication, but if you fliould think other- 
wife, be pleafed to leave them fealed up, according to your 
late promife, when you folicited for correfpondents. 

Sir, your humble fervant, 
mniftir, Aug. i8, 1769. CUTUg, 

T2 
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Continuation ^American Affairs, See page 9t. 

Frcm the South-Carolina Gazette. 

Charles To^n^ June 27. 
TUf/OND AY laft 24 of the Members of the Moufe of Aflembly'of thift 
*▼•* province, elefted in March laft, pet in General Affembly, took the 
ufual oaths and their feats, and unarimouily chofe the Hon. Peter Maoi- 
gault, Efqj for their* Speaker 5 whom having prefcnted the next day to 
the governor*, aftei slpproving their choice, his Excellency was plcafed to* 
open the fefiions with the following Speech j . • • ... 

Honourable Gentlemen^ > ' ' 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Commons HouJ'e of AJfembly^ 

HIS Majefty having been pleafed t6 fignify to me, that 7r is not his in - 
tentioh, that this provmce in general (hould any longer fufFer, on account* 
of the intemperate pefqlutions of the late Commons Houfe of Affembly,' 
by a difcontinuance of the meeting of their reprefeiitatives 5 I have takea 
the earlieft opportunity to call you together, tor the neceffary difpatch ot 
the publick bufmefs, which I truft you will proceed upon, with prudence, 
unanimity and expedition. • , . <• . 

Although there are feveral matters that well deferve your fertous con- 
lideration, I cannot help mentioning' to you the grievances that your feU 
low fubjefts fuffer in the interior parts of this province, from the want 
of an equal diftribution of juftice, as a matter that claims your immediate 
attention and regard. As I have lately been an eye-witnefs to( the dif- 
treffes they labour under, I earneft'y recommend to you, to purfue fucK 
meafures, as will tend to relieve them \ and in order to eafe your deli-* 
berations on this point, I will lay before you copies of the report of the 
lords commiflioners for trade and plantations, on the bill for eftabliftiing 
circuit courts in this province, paffed fome time .fince, wherein you will 
fee ftated the reafons that operated againft that a6i's receiving the royal 
approbation. . • > . • . • 

I alfo recommend to you, to consider of fome regulations for carrying 
on the trade between this province and the' Indians ; it having been 
under no regulation for thefe fix months paft, and fome difturbances have 
already 'happened between them and the traders, which, if not attended 
to in time, may be produAive of dangerous confequences. • 

Mr. Speaker y and Gentlemen of the Commons Houfe of Affembly ^ 

I fhall order the publick accounts to be laid before you, and defirc that 
you will make provifion for their difcharge. . • . . . . : > 

Honourable Gentlemen^ 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Commons Houfe of AJfembly^ 

THE growing intereft of this province caiinot fail to raife the raoft 
pleafing reflexions in the breaft of every well-wiiher to its profperity; 
and the late liberal bounty granted by Parliament on the importation of 
filk from the colonies, as it flatters us with the hopes of adding another 
▼alu2d)le ftaple to your produce, it cannot fail to add to the gratitude, the 
many and great benefactions you have received fiom your Mother Coun- 
try juftly deferves r let it be your care to improve the advantages you en- 
joy : afld, in every meafure calculated to promote the true welfare and 
happinefs of the province, you may i-eJy on my countenance and fupport,' 

June 27, 1769. • C. G. Montagu. 

Charles Town June, 29. Yefterday the folowing irefolutions were enter- 
ed into and figned by many refpeftable Gentlemen : viz. 

<« We his Majefty's dutiful and loyal fubjeas, the inhabitants of South 

Carolina, 
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Carolina, being fen Ably affe^led with the great prejudice done to Gicatr 
Hritain, and the abje6l and wretched condition to which the Britiih Colo-« 
Hies are reduced by feveral A— of- — lately paffed : by fome of which the 
monies that the colonifts ufually and cheerfully fpent in the purchafe of 
all forts of goods imported from Britain, are now, to their great griev- 
ance, wrung from them without their confent, pr even their being repre- 
fented ; aud applied, in prejudice of, and without regard to, the i*eal in- 
tereft of GYeat Britiain, or the manufafturcs thereof, almoft totally, to 
the Aipport of new created commiflloners of cuftoms. Placemen, parafi- 

tfcal and nove} m officers; and by others of which a£ts, we are not 

only deprived of thofe invaluable rights, trial by our Peers and the Com- 
mon X«av7y but are alfo made fubje6l to the arbitrary and oppredive pro- 
ceedings of the Civil Law, juftly abhorred and rejefted by our anceftors, 
the freemen of England ; and finding, that the moft dutiful and loyal 
petitions from the colonies alone, for the redrefs of thofe grievances, have 
been reje^led writh contempt, fo that no relief can be expefted from that 
method of "proceeding, and, being fully convinced of the abfolute necef- 
fity of ftimula'ting ouf felloW-fubje6ts andfufferers inGfeat-Britain to aid 
^is, in this our diftrefs, and of our joining with the reft of the colonies, 
in Tome other loyal and vigorous methods, thatniay moft probably pro- 
cure fuch relief, which may be' moft effeftually promoted by ftrift oeco- 
iiomy, and by encouraging the manufactures of America in general, and 
of this province in particular : we therefore, whofe names are underwrit- 
ten, do folemnly promife, and agree to and with each other, that, until 
the colonies be rettored to their fonner freedom, by the repeal of the faid 
a6ls, we will moft ftridlly abide by the following refolutions. 

I. That we will encourage and promote, to the utmoft of our power, 
the ii(e of North American Manufactures, in general, and thofe of this 
province in particular. 

li. 'That we will upon no pretence, whatfbever, import into this pro- 
vince, 'any of the manufactures of Great-Britain, or other goods and 
■wares ufually received from thence, other than fuch as may have been 
llhipped* in confequence of fonner orders, and we do folemnly promife 
and declare that we will immediately countermand all orders to our cor- 
refpondents in Great Britain, for ihipping any fuch goods, wares and 
merchandizes, excepting only Negro Cloth, Duffil Blankets, Ofnabrugs, 
Plantation and workmens tools, powder, lead ftiot, canvas, nails, fait, 
coals, wool cards, card wire, printed books and pamphlets : Nor fhalt 
this agreement influence us, to raife the prices of the Britifli manufac- 
tures or other goods and wares any of us have now to difpofe of, or of 
fuch as may arrive before our commanded orders get to hand. 

Ilf, That we will ufe the utmoft oeconoray in our perfons, families, 
hou'fes and furniture; particularly that we will ufe no mourning, nor 
give gloves and fcarves at funerals. 

And laftly, that we look on every inhabitant of this Colony, who re- 
fufes or negleCls to fign this agreement within one month from the date 
hereof, as no friend to the true intereft of the Colony, and we will upon 
no account, at any time thereafter, purchafe from or fell to fuch 
perfon, any goods or merchandize whatfoever. Given under our hands 
the 28th of June,' 1769. 

So thoroughly are the body of the inhabitants of this Province convin- 
ced of the ncceffity of entering into the above agreement, that there were 
no kfs than »5 of our Reprefentatives, in their private capacities, amonorft 
the firft figners on Tuefday, to whom (though feveral refolutions of like 
tendency had been taken before in different divifions of the country, which . 
are now laid afide, and ,the prefent plan adopted) may be afcribed the 
honour cf taking the lead in this momentous affair. 

Province 
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Province o/^MaiTachufctt^s Bay, June 2a. 
Tiicfday laft a coihmictee of the honourable Houfc of Reprefentatives, in gene»| 
court aflembled at Cambridge, there waited on his Excellency the' Governor 
with the following mciTage ; being a Reply to his Excellency's Anfwer tq 
their Me^ge of the 1 3th Inftant. [S^e page IC4 of our Regifierfor laji month. ^ 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 
AS you have not thought proper in your reply to the meiTage of this houfe^ of 
• the 13th inftant, to throw any light on the fubjeft, or invalidate the prin- 
ciples we therein advanced^ your Excellency will allow us to conclude, that thofe 
principles were well grounded, and that there is no reafon for us to alter our 
lentiments on this interefting point. 

You are pleafed to intimate, that much time andtreafure have been fpent in 
determining a merely fpecul^tivequeftlon : The Houfe regards a (landing army 
pofted within the province in a time of the inoft profound peace, and uncon- 
troulable by any authority in it, as a dangerous innovation ; and a guard of fol- 
diers with cannon planted at the doors of the ftate-houfe, while the general af- 
fembly was there held, as the moft pointed infult ever offered to a free people, 
and its whole kgiflative. This, Sir, and not the queftion of your Excellency'^ 
authority to remove his Majefty's ihips out of the harbour, or his troops out of 
the town of Bofton, was the principal caufe of the '' noh-a£tivity of the affexn- 
bly,'* Had your Excellency felt for the AlTembly and the people over whom you 
prefide, even though you had fuppofed yourfelf not properly authorized, you 
would have ufed your influence, at leaft, for the removal of this grievance ; 
cfpecially as his Majefly*s council, as well as this Houfe, had before expreffed to 
your Excellency their juft indignation 'at fo unprecedented an affront. But in^ 
jlead of the leail abatement of this military parade, the General Afiembly has 
been made to give way to an armed force. As the only means in your power to 
remove the difficulty we juflly complained of, your Excellency has ordered a re- 
jnoval of the General AlTembly itfelf, fron^ its ancient feat and the place where 
the public bufinefs has generally been done with the greateft convenience, cafe, 
and difpatch. It is with pain that we are obliged here to obferve, that the very 
night after this adjournment was made, the cannon were removed from the 
court-houfe, as though it had been deiigned that fo fmall a circumflance of re- 
gard fhould not be paid to the AfTembly, when convened by the royal authority^ 
and for his Majefty's fcrvice in the colony, 

Vou are pleafed to pafs a cenfure upon this Houfe, in faying that, *.' you can- 
not fit flill and fee fuch a wafle of time and treafure to no purpofe." Thofe alone 
are anfwerable for any expence of time and treafure on this occafton, vvho hare 
brought us into fuch a fituation, as has hitherto rendered our proceeding to bufi- 
nef? incompatible with the dignity, as well as the freedom of this Houfe. No 
time can better be employed than in the prefervation oi the rights derived from 
the Britifh conflitution, and infifting upon points which, though your Excellency 
may confider as non-effential, we efleem its beft bulwarks. No treafure can be 
1>etter expended than in fecuring that true old Bnglifh liberty, which gives a re- 
lifh to every other enjoyment. Thefe we have the fatisfadion to believe are the 
fentiments of our conflituentS; to whom alone we are accountable how' we apply 
their treafure : And we are fully perfiiaded, from what we have already heard, 
that, notwithftanding the apparent defign of your mefTage to prejudice their 
"minds againfl us, what your Excellency is pleafed to call our " non-aftivity," 
will receive their approbation, rather than their cenfure ; for an entire fortnight 
fpent in filence, or a much longer time, cannot be difpleafing to them, when 
bufinefs could not be even entered upon, but at the expence of their rights and li- 
berties, and the privilege of this Houfe. 



June 28. His Excellency the governor was pleafed to fend the following mef* 
fage to the Houfe : 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
T Think it proper to inform you that his Majcfty has been pleafed by his figa 
manual to fignify to me his will and pleafure, that I repair to Great Britain, 
to lay before him the Aate of this province ^ and has alfo, by his fecretary of 
jlate, given dircdions for the adminiflration of this government during my 
abJ'cncf. 

Upon 
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trpon this occafion I think it neceflary to communltatc to you the 53d of hit 
Majcflys inftruftions, whereby he orders, that when the governor ihall be abfent 
from the province, one moiety of the falary and the perquifites and emoluments 
which would otherwife be due to the governor, ihall, during his abfence, be paid 
to the Lieutenant Governor for his maintiwance, and for the fupport of the dig- 
nity of the government. 

I have always confidered the grant of the falary appointed to me to be fnbjeft to 
this inftrudion, although it was not fo cxpreflcd in the z€t: And I have no ob- 
je^ion at the prefect time, when the abfence of the governor is forefeen, that 
the ^rant of the falary (hall be exprefled to be fubjedb to this inflrudlion. 

And I muft at the fame time obferve to you, that as I am ordered to attend his 
Nlajefty as the governor of this province, and am made to underftand chat I ^m to 
be continued in that office, and am inftrufled for the appropriation of the falary, 
whilft I am abfent from the province, there is the fame reafon for the grant of 
the falary now as there has been at any other time. I muft therefore defire that, 
according to his Majefty's 49th inftrudtion, fuch grant may be made to precede 
the other btiiinefs of the feffioo. 

FRA. BERNARD. 



This meflage produced the following anfwer, voted by the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tivfcs, on the 4th of July, and j)refented by their committee to the governor at 
Cambridge the 13th. 

May it plcafe your Excellency, 
D Y your melTage to this Houfe of the 2^th of June laft, we are informed that 
his Majefty has been pleafed by his fign manual to fignify to you his will and 
pleafure that you repair to Great Britain, to lay before him the ^ate of this pro- 
vince. We are bound in duty at all times,, and we do more efpecially at ^this 
time cheerfully acquiefce in the lawful commands of our fovereign. It is a parti- 
cular fatisfadlion to us that his Majefty has been pleafed to order the true ftate of 
this province to be laid before him ; for we have abundant reafon to be aflured, 
that when his Majefty fliall be made fully acquainted with the great and alarming 
grievances which his truly loyal fubje^s here have fuffered through your ad- 
xniniftration, and the injuries they have fuftained in their reputation, as well as 
every important intereft, he will in his great clemency and juftice frown upon and 
for-ever remove from his truft all thofe who, by wickedly mifinforming his mi- 
nifters, have attempted to deceive even his Majefty himfelf. Your Excellency it 
beft acquainted with the part you have a^ed ; your own letters have enabled this 
Houfe and the public in fome meafure to form a judgment : And while you will 
neceflarily be employed as this houfe conceives in fetting your own condu£k in the 
moft favourable light before his Majefty, we are perfuaded we ftiall be able to 
anfwer for ourfelves and our conftituents, to the fatisfadiion of our Sovereign* 
whenever we ftiall be called to it. 

You are pleafed to communicate to the Houfe an inftru£)-ion for the appropria- 
tion of the falary granted to his Majefty^s governor during fuch time as he may 
be abfent from the colony; but as we are not ** made to underftand ** that your 
Excellency will be continued in your office as governor of the province after your 
expected departure from it, the Houfe cannot in faithfulnefs to their conftituents 
make an unprecedented grant of this money for fervtces which we have no reafon 
to expe^ will ever be performed. 

Your Excellency muft be fully fenfible that the people of this province have 
never failed in duty to his Majefty to make ample provifton for the fupport of his 
government. You will be pleafed to remember that you are fully paid to the fe- 
cond of Auguft next, before the expiration of which time you will embark for 
Great Britain. We fliall then make the neceflary provifton ** for the fupport of 
the dignity of the government ;** and when his Majefty ftiall be gracioufly pleafed 
to appoint another governor, we truft this people will be ready, as they ever have 
been, to grant him an ample falary, proportioned to their own abilities, and fuit- 
able to his ftation and merit. Thefe are the only confiderations which ought to 
have any weight with this Houfe in granting the people's money for the fupport 
of a governor. — His Majefty's 49th inftrudtion now before the Houfe, and to 
which you refer us, is a rule for your Excellency, but we conceive was never in- 
tended for the Houfe of Reprefentatives : We have however the pkafure of ob- 

ferving 
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lenring, that your Excellency is not at all retrained, by it from figning anv bi^^^* 
or other matters that may be laid before you at any time preicdirig the grant of a 
falary for the fupport of government, and therefore we hive a juft fight to expert 
that you will nor, upon that account, retard fuch public bufinefs now before you, 
ss his Majefty's fenricc and the welfare of the people indifpeilfably requires.' 

And on the 8th of July thefe important Resolutions 'ifrere pafled by the R^- 
preientatives unanimously, in a full Houfe. 

IT H E general afTembly of this his Majefty's province of Maffachufett's Bay, 
convened by his Majefty's authority, and by virtue of his writ ifTaed by 
bh Excellency the governor, under the great feal of the province, think- 
ing it their duty at all times to teftify their loyalty to h»s Majefty, as well 
as their inviolable regard to their own and their conftituents rights, liberties, 
and privileges, do pafs the following Refolutions to be entered on their journal. 

RESOLVED, That this houfe do, and ever will, bear the firm eft allegiance 
to our rightful fovereign king GEORGE the Third, and are ever- ready with 
their lives and fortunes to defend his Majefty's perfon, family, crown, and dig- 
■iiity. 

Refoived, as the opinion of this houfe, " That the fole right of impofing taxes 
on the inhabitants of this his Majefty*s colony of the MafTachufett's-Bay, is now 
and ever hath been legally and conftitutionally vefted in the houfe of teprefentk- 
tives, lawfully convened according to the arttient and cftablifhed praftice, with 
the confent of the council, and of his Majefty the King of Great Britain, or hi» 
governor for the time being. 

Refoived, as the opinion of this houfe, That it is the indubitable right of the 
fubje£t in general, and confequently of the colonifts jointly, or feverally to petition 
the King for redrefs of grievances, and that it is lawful, whenever they think it 
expedient, to confer with each other, in order to procure a joint concurrence in 
dutiful addrelles for relief from common burthens. 

Refolvtd, That governor Bernard, hy a wanton and precipitate dilTolution of 
the laft year's affembly, and refuling to call another, though repeatedly requefted 
by the people, afted againft the fpirit of a free conftitution ; and if fuch proce- 
dure be lawful, it may be in his power, whenever he pleafes, to render himfelf 
abfolute. 

Refoived, That a general difcontent, on account of the revenue a€ls, an ex- 
peflation of the fudden arrival of military power to enforce the execution of thofa 
a6ls, an apprehenfion of the troops being quartered upon the inhabitants, when 
our petitions were not permitted to reach the royal ear, the general court at fuch 
a juncture diflblved, the governor refufing to call a new one, and the people re- 
duced almoft to a ftate of defpair j rendered it highly expedient and neceffary for 
the people to convene by their committees, afTociate, confuit, and adviie the beft 
means to promote peace and good order, to prefent their united complaints to the 
throne, and jointly to pray for the royal interpofition in favour of their violated 
-rights ; nor can this procedure poffibly be illegal, as they exprefsly difclaimed all 
governmental adls. 

Refoived, as the opinion of this houfe. That governor Bernard in his letters to 
lord Hillfl>orough, his Majefty's fecretary of ftate, has given a falfc and highly 
injurious reprefentation of the conduft of his Majefty's truly loyal and faithful 
. council of this colony, and of the magiftrates, overfeers of the poor, and inhabi- 
tants of the town of Bofton, tending to bring on thofe refpeftable bodies of mea, 
particularly on fome individuals, the unmerited difpleafure of our gracious Sove- 
reign 5 to introduce a military government, and to miflead both houfes of parlia- 
ment into fuch fevere refolutions, as a true, juft, and candid ftate of fa£ks muft 
have prevented. 

Refoived, That governor Bernard in the letters before mentioned, by falfdy 
jeprefenting that it was become ^' neceffary the King fhould have the council- 
** chamber in his own hands, and fliould be enabled by parliament to fuperfede 
f by order in his privy council coramifiions gran'cd in his name and under his 
« feal throughout the colon'. 2s," has difcovered hjs enmity to the true fpirit of 
the Britifli conftitution, to the liberties of the colonics j and has ftruck at the 
root of fome of the mcft invaluable conftitutional and charter rights of this pro- 
vince : The perfidy of which, at the vjery time he pvofcfled himfelf a warm 

friend 
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friend to the charter, is altogether unparalleled by any in his ftatxon, and Ottght 
never to be forgotten. 

Refolved, That the eftabli/hment of a ftanding army in this colony, in a time 
of peace, without the confent of the general aflembly of the fame, is an inrafion 
of the natural rights of the people, as well as of thofe which they claim as free* 
born Engiiihmen, confirmsd by Magna Charta, the bill of rights as fettled at the 
revolution, and by the charter of this province. 

R^efoWed, That a ftanding army is not known as a part of the Britiih conftiwU- 
tion in any of the king^s dominions ; and every attempt to eftablifli it has been 
eileenmer^ a dangerous innovation,* manifeftly tending to enflave the people. 

Refolved, That the fending an armed force into this colony, under a pretence 
of aiding and aiTifting the civil authority, is an attempt to eftablifli a ftandinj^army 
here without our confent } is highly dangerous to this people ; is unprecedented, 
and nnconflitutional. 

Refolved, That whoever has reprefented to his Majefty's minifters, that the 
people of this colony in general, or the town of Bofton in particular, were in fuch 
a Aate of difobedience and diforder, as to require a fleet and army to be fent here. 
To aid the civil magiftrate, it an avowed enemy to this colony, and to the nation 
in genera/ ; and has by fuch mifreprefentations endearoured to deftroy the liberty 
of ths fubjefl here, and that mutual union and harmony between Great Britain 
and the colonies, fo neceflary for the welfare of both. 

Refolved, as the opinion of this houfe. That the mifreprefentations of theftate 
of this colony, tranfmitted by governor Bernard to his Majefty^s minifters, have 
been the means of procuring the military force now quartered in the .town of 
Bofton. 

Refolved, That vihotver gave order for quartering even common foldiers and 
camp-women in the court houfe in Bofton, and in th^ reprefentatives chamber, 
where fome of the principal archive's of the government had been ufually depo- 
rted ; making a barrack of the fame, placing a main guard with cannon pointed 
near the faid houfe, and centinels at the door, defigned a high infult, and a tri- 
umphant indication that the military power was mafter of the whole legiflative. 

Whereas his Excellency general Gage, in his letter to lord Hiillborougn of 
Oflober the 3xft, amongft other exceptionable things, exprefted himfelf in the 
following words : ** From what has been faid your lordfhip will conclude. That 
" there is no government in Bofton \ in truth there is very little at prcfcnt, and 
** the conftitution of this province leans fo much to the fide of Democracy, 
5* that the governor has not the power to remedy the diforders that happen in it." 
Refolved, as the opinion of this houfe, That his Excellency general Gage, in 
this and other aflTertions, has ralhly and impertinently intermeddled with the 
civil affairs of this province, which are altogether out of his department, and of 
the internal police, of which, by his letter, if not altogether his own, he has yet 
-betrayed a degree of ignorance equal to the malice of the author. 

With refpedt to the nature of our government, this houfe is of opinion, that 
the wifdom of that great prince, William the Third, who gave the charter, akled 
by an able miniftry, and men thoroughly verfed in the EngliHi conftitution and 
law, and the happy effcfts derived from it to the nation, as well as this colony, 
ihould have placed it above the reprehenfton of the General, and led him to en- 
quire whether the diforders complained of have not arifen from an arbitrary dif- 
pofition in the governor, rather than from too great a fpirit of Democracy in the 
conftitution. And this houfe cannot but exprefs their deep concern, that too 
many in power at home and abroad, fo clearly avow, not only in private conver- 
fation, but in their public conduft, the raoft rancorous enmity againft the//-^ 
parioi the Britifh conftitution, and are indefatigable in their endeavours to render 
the monarchy abfolute, and the adminiftration arbitrary, in every part of the 
Brkiih empire. 

Refolved, ThaJ this houfe, after the moft careful enquiry, have not found an 
iiiftance of the courfe of juftice being interrupted by violence, except by a refcue 
Committed by Samuel Fellows, an officer in the Navy, and by the appointment 
of the commiifioners an officer alfo in the cuftoms : nor of a magiftrate*s refuting 
to enquire into, or redrefs any injury complained of : While it is notorious to all 
the world, that even fuch a£^sof parliament as'by the whole continent are deemed 
highly oppreffive, have never been oppofed with violence, and the duties impofed 
and rigoroufly exacted, have been pund^ually paid. 
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.• - Refolved, That the frequent entries of N^li Praftqti by tho attorney snd ad— 
irocate general in cafes favourable to the liberty of the fubjedt, and rigorous proie- 
cutions by information and otherwtfe in thofc in favour of power^ are daring 
breaches of truft, and infupportable grievances on the people. 

Refolvedj as the opinion of this houfe, that the Ute exteniion of the powef of 
courts of admiralty in America, is highly dangerous ami alarming j efpecially at 
the judges of the courts of common law, the alone check upon their inordina-te 
powcrt do not hold their places during their good behaviour : And thofe wHo 
have falfely reprefented to his majefty*s minifters that no dependance could b« 
had on juries in America, and that there was a necefllity of extending the power 
of the courts of admiralty there fo far, as to deprive the fubje£t of the inefttma* 
ble privilege oi a trial by a jury, and to render the faid courts of admiralty, un- 
controulable by the antient common law of the land, are avowed enemies to tiie 
conftitution, and manifeftly intended to introduce and eftabliih a fyftem of infup- 
portable tyranny in America. ' 

Refplved, as the opinion of this houfe. That the conftituting a board of com- 
sniflioners of cuftoms in- America, is an unnecsiTary burthen upon the trade of 
iheie colonies, and that the unlimited power the faid commiilioners are invefted 
yrith of making appointments, and paying the appointees what fums they pleafe, 
^avoidably tends fo enormously to ancreafe the number of placemen and pen* 
froners, as to become juftly alarming, and formidable to the liberties of the 
people* 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this houfe, <' That all trials^ for trea- 
ibn, mifpri$on uf treafon, or for any felony or crime uhatfoever, committed or 
done in this his Majefty^s colony by any perfon or perfons reiiding therein, ought 
oif right to be had and conducted in and before his majefty's courts held within 
the faid colony, according to the fixed and known courfe of proceedings j and that 
the feizing any perfon or perfons refiding in this colony, fufpedled of any crime 
whatfoever, committed therein, and fending fuch perfon or perfons to phces be- 
yond the fea, to be tried, is highly derogatory of the rights of firitiih fubjedls ; .as 
thereby the ineftimable privilege of being tried by a jury from the vicinage, as 
well as the liberty of fummoning and producing witneiTes on fuch trial^ will be 
taken away from the party accufed.** 

In the houfe of reprefentatives, July 8, 1769* 
A true copy. 
Atteft. SAM. ADAMS, Clerk of the houfe* 

J Jt The ordinary bufineis of the aiTembly relative to the province we have • 
|»urpofely omitted, as falling more properly under the province of a news-paper> 
f)ut we ihall always think it our duty to give a full account of all political tranf- 
a^lions in every part of the Britifii empire. 

A friendly Hint to the Nation* 

AS the injured public feems at a lofs for the reafon why fo 
unprecedented an indulgence is ihewn to a late paymafter, 
why the paiSng his accounts has been from time to time pro- 
traded by figns manual, and treafury warrants, be pleafed to 
publilh the true folution.— That the REVERSION of the auditor 
of the impreil's office is granted to the Thane's fon ; that the 
poundage on pafiing an account of forty two millions, at iix- 
pence in the pound is no lefs a fum than one million and fifty 
thoufand pounds ; that the Thane's fon is not yet in po^ffion ; 
that the auditor who actually pafFes the account is mtitled to ' 
fuch poundage. — Is it not, therefore, manifeflly for the advantage 

of the Thane's family as well as lord H d, that the accounting 

Should be procrailinated ? 'And does not this combination of in* 
terefl:, explain the juggle by which the public is fo fhamcfuUjr 
defrauded, and the reafon of the Thane's fd fudden return ? 

ARISTI0ES, 
SIR, 
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S I R, 

Fontwarnedy forearmed, 

THAT faithful hiftorian, Rapin, under the reign of 
Richard II. in his introduflion to that reign,, obfervcs, 
that ** Edward the third (who immediately preceded Richard) 
having finifhed his gloriwt life^ it was natarally Richard* his 
grandfoHy that was to afcend to the throne, as repreienting the 
late prince of Wales^ hii/^ttier.** 

As this cafe foisewhat refembles another in later times, and 
foroe extra£ls and remarks have lately appeared in prim» from 
the /kid reign, I take the liberty to add the following paflage 
from the fame author, as it Hands in page 469 of Tindai's tran- 
ilation, firft folio volume, riz. 

** As princes (heobferves) are always farrounded with fiu^erert, 
they fancy all the rell of the people are in the fame fentiments. 
ancC generally, it is /m late before th^y ferfei*vet that, the JkaU 
numbers they have gained, is a weajc defnice againft the fory of 
an enraged nation. For a 'whik^ five or i\% hundred perfons> vrho 
compo^ the parliament, And fome hundreds of magifirate/i in the 
towns and counti«is, &:c. ieem to make the body of«,the nation* 
and the reft are reckoned as nothii^ ; but a time comes whe«> erery 
iingle perfon mufl be taken into the account^ and then the numb^ 
of thoie that are in ojfice, appears infinitely fuMll, in ampatifin 
of the refi of the nation." 

According to the fame hiftorian, Richard, not heeding or 4t« 
tending to fuch or the like fage reileiStion or ^vice». Wli9 after- 
wards depofed, and in the end poifon«d ! 

Yoiii' jiumble fervant, 

PaUMaU,Jt^.j. A WELL-WJSHER, 

■ • L I . ^ — -- - ■ . - - II i» I m II 

To the nobUt and not yet extinSi race ^ Whif s, Revolutionifts, Sena* 
tors, the Cavendiihes, Pelhams, ^anhopes, Saviles, nuith a long 
€t caetera, ^ 

My Lordsy Sirs, 

CALAMITY, ruin, and confufiqn, are now pouring thick up- 
on us, the bleiled effedb of a Stuart-lead in the adminiftration 
for this laft decennium^ from the fatal moment when Harry Legge 
was accufed of triumphing over the P — *s inclination, becaufe he 
would not give up his royal m after, and integrity, and join the 

Tory party for Sir S. S- t in H re. 

To the ftrange change offcene that follovired, the late D« of 
D— -re was witnefs, and too much a party : for it funk his ipirits, 
and ihortened the life of the moft amiable of men, and trueft friend 
of his country and fovereign. But his boding, patriot fears, could 
fcarce imagine evils equal to what we now experience. Our infa- 
tuation, with refpedb to America, is of the firft magnitude ; fuch 
as no Englifhman could have conceived beforehand; aodpofterity 
will be amazed at it« I would firft turn your attention {j^ this ihoft 
important fubje^. Ton have not, all of you, uniformly, and 

U2 ' ' ^onfiftently'. 
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ponfiftently, attended to the rights of your American felk>w-ibb« 
Jefts, as you ought to have done. They are the fame with your 
own, in every rcfpedl. They are entitled to all the benefits and 
privileges of Englifhmen, as much, and as fully as yourfelves. They 
have lately, for no fault or mifdemeanor of theirs, been abridged 
of thefe their jufi and ancient rights and privileges. They reclaim 
them modefily, but firmly $ and with arguments unanfweraMe. Ic 
would be blafphemy againft our free conSitution, and again ft com- 
mon fenfe, to difpute their claim. And yet, a fet of court-hirelings 
in oar public prints, daily difpute them. But they are poor, and 
xnuft be forgiven. 

If Mr. G. G ' le and his friends, will not abfolutely give 
sp their illegal, unjuft, and moft pernicious prejudices againft the 
colonies, and reverie every ftep they have taken againft them, you 
my lords, and gentlemen, can have no alliance with them. If you 
join them on any other footing, you fink into a fa^ion, and lofc 
all your influence. Your enemies, who are now in pow^r, fee this, 
fee your difficulties, and glory in them, as their prime hopes and 
ftrength. But continue firm to this principle, and to the Ameri- 
cans, and* fooner, or later, you muft come into place and power, 
to the deftru6iion of yours and your country's enemies. The natr* 
on univerfally wifhes for you, and cannot be eafy whilft in other 
hands. 

One foul blot, indeed, dicks to you, which it becomes you to 
wipe oiF. You are accufed, during the fhort interval of lord 
•R' m*s miniilry, of being the inftruments oi eftablijhing a popiih 
biihop at Canada, and furnifhing a precedent for putting Papifl^s 
into offices of truil and power,' as has been actually followed fince, 
in Canada and the Grenades. This muft have been a Urange over- 
fight, and, to me, utterly unaccountable, if you concurred in it 
with your eyes open. For, to attempt to qualify papifts as civil 
magiftrates, is annulling the very a6l of fettlement, and uncrown- 
ing our fovereign ; and opening a direct road for a Stuart ufurper ; 
an ufurpQr that is now emerging out of his obfcurity arid coming 
again into play, under the countenance of his holinefs, at Rome, 
and by the favour of our good friends the French, whom we io 
much worihip, and to whofe intereft we are fo tender, and whofe 
ambitions aims, we have in particular, fo cordially advanced, in 
fufFering them to deprive the brave Corficans of their liberties, 
and' to make fo vafl an acceffion to their maritime f(rength. 

Junius on the Dectfion of the Middlefex Ele^ion in Favour of 
Colonel Luttrell. 

SIR, 

rr^HE Gentleman, who has publilhedan anfwer to Sir William 
X Meredith's pamphlet, having honoured me with a poft- 
fcript of fix quarto pages, which he moderately calls, beftowmg a 
njery few words upon me, 1 cannot, in common politenefs, refufe 
him a reply. The form and magnitude of a quarto impofes upon 
the mind; and men, who are unequal to the labour .of difcuffing 
an intricate argument* or wifli to avoid it, are willing enough to 

fuppofe. 
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fitppof^, th&t much has been proved » bccanfe- much.iids bced 
faid. Mine, I confefs, are humble labours. J do not prefume to 
inilruA the learned, but iimply to inform the body of the people ; 
and I prefer that channel of conveyance, which is likely to fpread 
fartheft among them. The advocates of the miniftry ieem to me 
to write for fame, and to flatter tbemfelves chat the fize of their 
works will make them immortal. They pile up reludant quarto 
upon folid folio, as if their labours, becaufe they are gigantic^ 
could coifktend with truth and heaven. 

The writer of the volume in queftion meets me upon my own 
ground. He acknowledges there is no flatute, by which the fpe^ 
cific difability we fpeak of is created, but he affirms that the cui^ 
tom of parliament has been referred to, and that a cafe ftridly io 
point has been produced, with the deciiion of the court upon it.— • 
I thank him for coming fo fairly to the point. He ailerts that the 
cafe of Mr. Walpole is ilridlly in point, to prove that expulfioa 
creates an abfolute incapacity of being re-eleded ; and tor thia 
purpofe he refers generally to the firil vote of the Houfe upon that 
occafion, without venturing to recite the vote itfelf. The unfair, 
difingenuous artifice of adopting that part of a precedent, whick 
feems to fuit his purpofe, and omitting the remainder, deferves 
fome pity, but cannot excite my refentment. He takes advantage 
eagerly of the firft refolution, by which Mr. Walpole's incapacity 
is declared ; and as to the two following, by which the candidate 
with the feweil votes was declared not duly tUsltd^ ,and the election 
itfelf vacated, I dare fay he would be well fatisfied if they were 
forever blotted out of the Journals of the Houfe of Commons. In 
fair argument, no part of a precedent fhould be admitted, unlefa 
the whole of it be given to us together. The author has divided 
his precedent, for he knew, that, taken together, it produced a 
confequence diredly the reverfe of that, which he endeavours to 
draw from a vote of expulfion. But what will this honeft perfon 
fay, if I take him at his word, and demonftrate to him that the 
Houfe of Commons never meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapa- 
city upon his expulfion only ? What fubterfuge will then remain ? 

Let it be remembered that we are fpeaking of the intention of 
men, who lived more than half a century ago, and that fuch in- 
tention can only be collected from their words and adlions, as 
they are delivered to us upon record. To prove their deiigns by 
a fnppoiition of what they woula have done, oppofedto what they 
adually did, is mere trifling and impertinence. The vote, by 
which Mr. Walpole's incapacity was declared, is thus exprefled *. 
*^ That Robert Walpole^ Efq; having been this feflion of parlia^ 
ment committed a prifoner to the Tower, and expelled this Houfe 
for a high breach of truft in the execution of his office, and noto- 
rious corruption when a Secretary at War, was and is incapable 
of being eleded a member to ferve in this prefent parliament*.'* 

Now, 

• It is well worth remarking, that the Compiler of a certain 
quarto, called The Cafe of the late- £le^on for the County of 

Middlefex, 
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Nov> Sir, to my onderftandii^g, no Dropofition of this kind cat 
be more evident, than that the Hou(e ot Commona, by this very 
vote» themfelves underftood» and meant to declare^ thatMr.Wal- 
pole's incapacity 4roie from the crimes he had committed, not 
from the punifhment the Houfe annexed to them. The high 
breach of trull, the notorious corraptibn arefta^ in the ftrongcft 
terms. They do not tell us he ' was incapable, b^aufe he was 
expelled, but becaufe he had been gnilty of fach offences, as 
juftly rendered him unworthy of a feat in parliament. If they had 
intended to fix the difabiliry upon his expulfion alone, the men- 
tion of his crimes in the fame vote would have^beea highly impro- 
per. It could only perplex the minds of the clediors, who, if they 
colle^d any thine from fo confufed a declaration of the law of 
parliament, muft nave concluded that their reprefentative had been 
declared incapable, becaafe he was highly guilty, not becaufe he 
had been punilhed. But even admitting them' to have under- 
Siood it in the other fenfe, they maft then, from the very 
terms of the vote, have united the idea of his being font to the 
Tower with that of his expulfion, and confidercd his incapacity as 
^ joint effedi of bothi 

I do not mean to give an opinion upon the jnftice of the procced- 
iagi of the Houfe ofCommons, with regard to Mr. Walpole; but 
certainly, if I admitted their ccnfure to be well founded, I could 
no way avoid agreeing with ihem in the confequcnce they drew 
from it. I could never have a doubt, in law or reafon, that a man, 
oonvi^ed of a high breach of truft, and of a notorious corruption 
in the execution ^a public office, was and ought to be incapable 
of fitting in the fame parliament. Far from attempting to invali- 
date that vote, I (hould have wiflied that the incapacity declared 
by it could legally have been continued for ever. 

Now, Sir, obferve how forcibly the argument returns. The 
Houfe of Commons, upon the face of their proceedings, had the 
ftrongcft motives to declare Mr. Walpole incapable of being re-elec- 
ted. They thought fuch a man unworthy to fit among them. To 
that point they proceeded no further ; for they refpeaed the rights 
of the people, while they afferted their own. They did not infer, 
ftom Mr. Walpole*s incapacity, that his opponent was duly elec- 
ted ; on the contrary, they declared Mr. Taylor not duly eitatd, and 
tht ek^ion itfelf void, 

Soch however, js the precedent, which my honeft friend aflures 
^ US is ftriaiy in point to prove, that expulfion of itfelf creates an 

Middlefex confidered, has the impudence to recite this very VDte, 
in the following terms. Vide page 4. « Refolved, That Robert 
Waipoie, Efq; having been that feffion of parliament expelled the 
Hottfe, was and is incapable of being elefted a Member to ferve 
in that prefent Parliament." Ther« cannot be a ftronger pofitive 
proof of the Treachery of the Compiler, nor a ftronger prefumptive 
proof that he was convinced that the vote, if truly rec^d^ wo«ld 
overturn his whole argument* 

incapacity. 
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inctpjicity of being eledcd. If it had been fo, the prefect Houft 
of Commons ihould at leail have followed UriAly the example be* 
fore them, apd-Aiouldhave flatcd to us» in the fame vote, the ciimea 
for which they expelled Mr. Wilkes ; whereas they refolve iimply, 
that having been expelled^ heiuasy and is incapahle* In thifl proceed* 
ing I am authorifed to affirm^ that they have neither ftatute, nor 
cuHon, nor reafon, nor one fingle precedent to fupporr them. On 
the other iide there is indeed a precedent fo dron^ly in point, that 
all the inchanted cailles of minifterial magic falloefore it. In the 
year 1698, (a period which the rankcft Tory dare not except a* 
gainft) Mr. Wollafton was expelled, re-ele£ted, and admitted to 
take his feat in the fame parliament. The MiniAry have preclu*' 
ded themfelves from all objedions drawn from the caufe of his exv 
puliiou ; for they affirm abfolutely that expulfion of itfelf creates 
the difability. Now, Sir, let fophiilry evade, let falihood affert^ 
and impudence deny ;-— here (lands the precedent, a land-mark t5 
diredl us through a troubled fea of controverfy, conipicuous and 
nnremoved. 

I have dwelt the longer upon the difcuflion of this point, fae- 
caufe in my opinion it comprehends the whole queftion. The reft is 
unworthy of notice. We are enquiring whether incapacity be or 
be not created by expulfion. In the cafes of Bedford and Maiden, 
the incapacity of the perfons returned, was matter of public noco* 
riety, for it was created by aft of parliament. But really, Sir, my 
honeft friend's fuppojitions are as unfavourable to him as his fadls. 
, He well knows, that the clergy, befides that they are reprefented 
in common with their fellow fubjefts, have alfo a feparate parlia- 
ment of their own; — that their incapacity to fit in the Houfe of 
Commons has been confirmed by repeated dpcifions of the Houfe, 
and that the law of Parliament, declared by thofe decifions, has 
been for above two centuries notorious and undifputed. The au- 
thor is certainly at liberty to fancy cafes, and make whatever com- 
pariibns he thinks proper ; his fuppoiitions ilill continue as diftant 
from faft, as his wild difcourfes are from folid argument. 

The conclufion of his book is candid to an.extreme. He offers 
to grant me all I defire^ He thinks he may iafely admit, that the 
cafe of Mr. Walpole makes direftly againU him, for it feems he has 
one grand folution in petto for all difficulties. If 9 fays he, Iiuereto 
allo'iv of this, it lAjillonly prove, that the law of eleMion vjas dijferent^ 
in ^u$en Ann's time, from 'what it is at prefent. 

This indeed is more than I expedted. The principle, I know, 
has been maintained in fad, but I never expcdted to fee it fo for- 
mally declared. What can he mean ? Does h? affume this language 
t6 fatisfy the doubts of the people, or does he mean to roufe their 
indignation ? Are the miniflry daring enough to affirm that the 
Houfe of Commons have a right to make and unmake the law of 
parliament at their pleafure ? — Does the law of parliament, 
which we are fo often told is the law of the land; — does 
the common right of every fubjeft of the realm depend upon an ar- 
bitrary capricious vote of one branch of the legiflature ? The voice 
of truth and reafon muft be filent. 
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The minifliy tell us plainly, that this is no longer a queftion of 
right bat of power and force alone. What was law.yefterday is not 
law to-day : and now it feems we have no better rule to live by than 
the temporary difcretion and fiuduating integrity of the Houfc of 
Commons. 

Profeffions of patriotilhi are become dale and ridiculous. For 
my own part, 1 claim no merit from endeavouring to do a fervice 
to my fellow-fubjeAs. I have done it to the beftof my underltand- 
ing ; and without looking for the approbation of other men, my 
confcience is fatisfied. What remains to be done concerns the col- 
ledive body of the people. They are now to determine for them- 
felves, whether they will firmly and confHtutionally aifert their 
rights, or make an humble, flavilh furrender of them at the feet of 
the miniftry. To a generous mind there cannot be a doubt. We 
owe it to ouranceftors to prcferve entire thofe rights, which they 
have delivered to our care. We owe it to our pofterity, not to fuf- 
fer their deateft inheritance to be deftroyed ; but if it were 
poilible for us to be infeniible of thefe (acred claims, there is 
yet an obligation binding upon ourfelves, from which nothing 
can acquit us — a perfonal intereft, which we cannot furrender. 
To alienate even our own rights would be a crime as much more 
enormous than fuicide, as a life of civil fecurity and freedom is fu- 
perior to a bare exigence ; and if life be the bounty of heaven, we 
fcornfuUy rejed the nobleft part of the gift, if we confent to furren- 
der that certain rule of living, without which the condition of hu- 
man nature is not only mifcfable, but contemptibk. 

JUNIUS. 



A Note from Junius to the Printer, 
SIR, 

IMUST beg ef you to print a few lines in explanation of fome pailages in my 
laft letter, which I fee have been mifunderflood. 

I. When I faid that the houfe of commons never meant to found Mr. Wal- 
f6Wi incapacity on his expuifion only, I meant no more than to deny the general 
propefition, that expuifion alone creates the incapacity. If there be any thing 
ambiguous in the expreffion, I beg leave to explain it by faying, that in my opi- 
nion, expuifion neither creates, nor in any part contributes to create the incapa- 
city in queftion. 

a". I carefully avoided entering into the merits of Mr. Walpolc's cafe. I did 
jiot enquire whether the houfe of commons afted juftly, or whether they truly 
declared the law of parliament. My remarks went only to their apparent mean- 
ing and intention, as it ftands declared in their own refolution. 

3. I never meant to affirm that a commitment to the tower created a difqoali- 
^cation. On the contrary, I confidered that idea as an abfurdity into which the 
miniftry muft inevitably fall, if they reafoned right upon their own principles. 

The cafe of Mr. Wollafton fpeaks for itfelf. The miniftry aflcrt that expnl- 
lion alone creates an abfolute, complete incapacity to be re-eleded to fit in the 
fame parliament. This propofition they have uniformly maintained, without 
any condition or modification whatfoever. Mr. Wollafton was expelled, re- 
dented, and admitted to take his feat in the fame parliament. — -I leave it to the 
pablic to determinei whether this be a plain matter of fadl^ or mere nonfenft and 
^ecUmatioH, 

JUNIUS. 
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91ie fiBtnjoing remarkahk AAdrtfi Jhawng ingaged the Atinti§n tf ibi 
Public more than awf Publication that has appeared for fame Timi\ /» 
jufike to the Author tf4he Remonstrance lotbe King of Mo n o- 
MOT AP A sprinted in tifi ^th Volume of tix ?OLiric a l Kegisthr, 

• Pages 1 29 axd 193, *wf intreat oar Readers to refer to that Piece ^ and 
to compare it <wiih ihis Addrefs^ by <which Means it nvill appear hota 

- far thefe tnvo Writers cwcur in their SentimentSf nvherein they differ 9 

' and ^whicb is moft original. 

To the KIN G». 
SIR. ^ 

THOUGH the facred Majefty of Kings ought not in common 
Cafes to be approached by every little Bufy-body or frivolous 
Re monftrance- maker; yet when our Prince's Palace is on fire, and 
his (acred Perfon in the Midft of the Flames, the meaneft of his 
Subjefts hath the Privilege then to give him Warning of his 
Danger, and to afKft to quench the Fire. Thix;, I ^am afraid, 
^ir, is at prefetit too near our Cafe, or I would toot have 
aflumed the Boldncfs to difturb your Repofe, or have placed my- 
felffo difadvantageonfly before your Majefty as I muft expedl to 
appear under the Gharafter of 1 public Cenlor of the Manners of 
your Minifters, and a petty State- Reformer. Bat it is not I alone 
that am thus concerned and bufy 10/ the Public; the whole Nati- 
on are at this Time mournfully reflefting on the miferable State we 
are fallen into, from that happy and glorious Profpeft of Things 
which we had in the Beginning of your Majefty's Reign. This 
hath put all Men upon Enquiry into the Caufes of the unhappy . 
Change of our Affairs ; and I nnd it is agreed on all Han Is, 
that the principal Occadon of our Misfortunes (or rather 
Mifmanagemcnts) is from the intrufting thofe with the Go- 
vernment of all, who are the irreconcileable Enemies to the Con- 
ftitution of this Kingdom, 

And yet there are fome about yoar Majefty who (for bafe and 
private Ends) endeavour to pofTcfs you with the deftrudive Politics 
of courting and trufting the notorious Enemies of your Family, 
and would perfuade you that the Jacobites and Tories are the only 
party truly principled for Monarchy; and that on the contrary your 
Majefty's beft Friends., whom they call Whigs, though they fear- 
ed your Family on the Throne, are Haters of Monarchy,' and are 
of Commonwealth Principles; or at beft for making their Kings 
no more than Dukes of Venice, and Kings of Ctox. Now this 
is a Notion fo falfe, fo fatal to the.Profperity of your Affairs, and 
fo dangerous tb the very Being of your Government, that I cannot 
but think it highly neceffary that this Matter fho.uld be fairly fta- 
tt6. and laid before your Majefty. 1 am fenfible how unfit I am 
for the Taflc, and how open I lie to a Charge of Prefumption in 
attempting it. But as the Son of Cyrus, who Was from his Birth 
dumb, broke Silence when he faw his Father in the Hands of his 
Murderers, fo have I refolved to break through all impedi- 
ments, and to endeavour to xefcue my King but of the Hands of 
thofe arbitary-principled Men, who have never failed to ruin all 
thofe Kings in this Country who have been guided by them; and 
Vol. V.^ X And 

* Firft printed November 1692* Our correfpoiideat acknowledges that hh 
copy is not very correct* digitized by VjOOglc 
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vlio will as undoubtedly bring you and your Affairs into as gr#ai 
Plificaltics if you be not delivered from their Counfels. 

And nowy Sir, if I may prefume fo far^ wiJ your Majeft/ be 
pleafed to examine what Honour, what Profit hath accrued to you 
ox the Nation by your following implicitly the Inftrudlion^ ot tbofe 
who have all along direded your Cabinet. For God's fake. Sir, 
caft up the Account of your whole Reign, and fee what you have 
gained Ijy exchanging fF/?igs for Tories and your People for a f^i^ 
vourite. Have not your Aft'airs gone backward both at home and 
abroad? Have not Mifma agements been multiplied; Have they 
not cooled the A^Feftion of your Subjeds, and leflened the Refpe^ 
and Conlideration ^ue to you from foreign States ? Do not your 
Minifters obftrudl all Buijnefs which '^ught to be difpatched, and 
difpatch all Bufinefs which ought to be obftruAed? Do they not 
betray your Subjedls, by delaying and deferting them in their moft 
jufl Claims and Pretenfions, whilft they comply with your Ene- 
anies in their moft unrea/gnable Demands ; Do they not connive 
at every Crime, and countenance every Oppreffioo'of the People;, 
fnatching from the Hajids of JuHice thofe whom the Law hath con- 
demned to Death for Treafon and for Murder? Would not (juch 
Minifters and Friends as thefe be lefs dangerous to you when pro- 
felTed Enemies^ nay in Arms againft you in the Field, than ia 
your Council, Cabinet, and Offices? Undoubtedly they would. 

But I know the common Anfwer to all thefe Kind of Complaints 
is, that it is more eafy to find Faults than Remedies* If yoa 
pleafe, therefore, Sir^. we will confider of Remedies, and Ijhinlc 
there may be fome foutid oqt bqth eafy and certain ; and they are 
thefe: 

Firft, Sir, be pleafejj tq remove from yqur Perfon, Council, 
Confidence, and Offices of Truft, Men t|red up and confirmed in 
principles deftrudlive to our Englifh Govefufnept and hateful to 
your People ; and to difcountfsnancf all State- Projedor^ and Moun* 
tebank^Minifters who make Wounds in the State, and pretend 
Diforders to recommend their^own Qi^ack MedicineS| ax^d to pre- 
fcribe, as they term it, effe^uaUy. 

Throw out. Sir, thefe Achans to be ftoned by the People; 
vho v' ill otherwife, I fear, prevent God's Favour to you ; who 
blaft your Succefs abroad, and rob you of the Affe^ions of your 
Subjefts at home, with their AccxiRSEO Thing, I mean that 
Tinfel— Power — with which thefe Mifcreants dazzle the Eyes of 
Princes iand lead them out of the right Way. God is difpleafed 
with it : For uncontroulable and unaccountable Power is the Right 
and Attribute of God alone ; And (as the Scripture tells us) He 
ijoiU not gi*ve hh Glory to another ^ . nor/ujfer thofe to. oQ as Gods^ ^who are 
to die like Men. Your People alfo are difpleafed with a deipotic 
Power: for the Kings of England are bound by Laws, by mutual 
Compadls, &c. and if thefe are broken. Englishmen, who 
believe themfelves Subjefls to the Cronun of England (as by Law* 
eftabliflied) and not Slaves to any particular Perfon who may 
chance tq wear it ; Englishmen in fuch a Cafe become impatient, 
f ngry, and at length perhaps not to be appeafed but with the Pu- 

mikmenc 
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hiihment of thrir Oppreflbrs. And whenever they fee their ItingJI 
befet with Minifters of iawlefs Principles (thofe wholefale Mer- 
chants of arbitrary Power) they grow miftruftful and uneafy, add 
are apt in fuch Cafes; to ftiat their Purfes and open their Mouths. 
And give me Leave to fay. Sir, that had not the People been made 
appreheniiveand jealoiif by feeing thofe Men in Favour whofemif- 
chievous Methods they were fo weH acquainted with, and did fo 
touch abhor ; had they tiot feen them -without iharoe and with- 
out Controui, pouring the Weftlth of this nation into their owa 
Pockets : ib far from murmuring, the People would have been 
^eU pkafed if, inftead of half a million; your minif(ers had de* 
jnanded two ; provided they had confulted therein your honour 
more than their own gain ; and had ^erebv enabled you to diA 
charge not only your own debts ctmpJeatljt but your father's too« 
which indeed by every law of honour; honefty and* juilice, are 
your own, and ought to have taken place of the augmentation of 
the Chief-judicefhip in Eyre, and all the other numerous corrupt 
Sinecures and Penfions* 

An EngHih King is the greateft Monarch npon Earth when ht 
reigns in* the Hearts of his Subjects $ and all other Methods to Pow* 
er and Gteatnefs have hitherto been found, and I truft ftiil VUl be 
found, ineffectual in England. I remember I once faw written 
over a Mercer's- Shop, Keep thy Shop and thy Shop *w:U keep ihee; and 
thongh it be a homely Alluiion, it is very applicable to the prefent 
Point — KcEP YOUR LAWS, Sir, and tour laws will kebi^ 
Vou. Support your People in their Rights and Liberties, and 
Queen Elizabeth (hall pafs her Royal Word for them ; they will 
fupport your juft Prerogative at home, and your Honour aijroadi 
And, Sir, by the Way, do not let your Flatterers give you a cheap 
Opinion of a Po>ver derived from the People, for it is undoubted- 
ly from their Confent alone that all Power muft come; and though 
the free Voice of the Majority of the People, may not at prefent 
be thought fufficient to appoint their own Representative, there 
was a Time once when it vt^i found to be fufficient to appoint a 
King. Nor let this make you uneafy that your Title to the 
Crown is alone from the fame free Choice of the Majority of 
the People : Revere that facred Choice, and fuifer not your Mi- 
nifters by Corruption to weaken your own Claim in the Perfon of 
another; for believe me neither any Princess, or Stuart, nor 
your Minifters, nor all the polluted Lawyers who have fpoken, or 
Written, or voted on this Subje6t will ever be able to find you out 
abetter. r 

In the next Place, difcharge all Jacobites and mercenary Trim- 
mers from Offices of Trnfl and from Confidence, remembering 
always the Anfwer of our warlike and wife Prince King Henry the 
. Fourth, who, upon a Complaint from his People againft fome 
of his Miniflers, replied, *• I know no Evil by thef«i Men; but 
if they are thought by my People unfit for my Service, I fhall not 
think fit to continue them in it." 

fiot. Sir, Purgatives alone will not perfedl the Cure of your Go* 
vernm^Qt, and reilore it to perfed Health ; you mull make ufe of 

X z Aiiitati'ixti 
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JhirdiMi too ; there mvft l)e a Change. tfMeafutis its ^dl aa & £f^ 

<nf&arjgv of 74en * And the Method I would humbly offer is in geaeral 
this, — that you would be pleafed to follow this general Rule, al- 
u^ays to beware of iuch MiniAers, and to avoid iuch S<;henios and 
Counfeb as a^e iimilar to thofe employed and adapted throtighont 
tiie RcigD of every, one ofthetStUiart^, 2iod then you can fcarcely 
err j for whatever is.oppofite to their Principles and Pra£Uces» i . 
ihe direift Road to your Security aad Succefs, But lo i>c more par"* 
licuiar,— Firft, .Make the Interef): of England yQ\xr chief Deftgn 
and Aim ; and fince you are born and brqd amongft tt49 and it ia 
to:beiuppofed glory in the Name o{ Englifiman^ become iu<tirely 
an Efighp .King, England is a Nation jealous of Rivals in Iteir 
Prince's Favour, and. thinks herfelf deferving of his Care and hia 
Ca^fles. If the People of England think you haveii favowablo 
Opiuion of djem^ they will deferveJt; if not, they may perhaps 
at laft be driven. to defer ve your worft Opinion t^'O. This.HMtQOQi' 
of theNation Queen Elizabeth fou.nd. early, and applied heHdffo 
happily to it, as by this fmgle Point to maderall her DafficultieA 
(the greateft it ni-ay fce'that ^vei* Prince had to ftruggle with); 
whereas her SucceiTors, the Stuarts, by contrary Meafures broughc 
themfdves into very unfortunate Circumftances. 
. In the next Place, Sir, let me defire you to avoid Gaacernixig 
yourfelf in Eledlions Of Mem hers. of Parliament, or infine^cing 
them when chofen. The Parliameilt is a facred Part of £he Eaglifi) 
Conftitution, and, lik.e the Ifraelites Ark of old* 4$ not to be 
touched prophanely, but with great Danger to tfiofe who ^ouch 
it fo; and therefore, Sir, it will be your true Intereft to leave the 
People free to their Choice, and the Members unJi/htrM in their 
Seats, and free to their Opinions when chofen. The Pra^ice of 
corrupting Ele£^ions, and the placing and penfioning of Members 
of PaHiament, will always difgud the Nation; and they have 
Keafon torefentit; for this 1$ indeed to make a Pumf of the Par- 
liament, and by pouring in a Pint of Water to fetch out a Tuft* 
Befides, if- for the Sake of a Vote, a Member of Parliament fball 
be phced in an Office of Truft he is not iit for, this is deftroying 
the Government two Ways at once; for to fpeakin the old Phrafe, 
it is making a Parliament of Clouts and officers of Clonts at the fame 
Stroke. Jt is true, tH^s is not a new Invention, and the Bulk of the 
People, who are never rouzed againft evil Meafures till they feel their 
Confcquences, confine themfclves to Murmurs only, as long as the 
Moderation of the Miniiler fupplies the Place of the Conftitotion* 
But whenever a Minifter (asrafhand ignorant as wicked) (hall exert 
that abfolute Power which his PredeceiTorsi tho' pofieffed of, cau- 
tioufly concealed ; when he (hall totally annihilate our antient Go- • 
vernment, by altering the very Form of Eledion, and by openlyv 
fporting with the fundamental Rights of the Subjedl, he will by 
fuch a Proceeding iwake the People from their Dream of Liberty, 
and open their Eyes to their defperate Situation ; he will mod juil- 
l.y piovoke them to enquire at laft into their^long-loji Right ofefual 
zxid true Reprefentation. The Event alone will prove whether the 
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Sc^t? iras Ttpe {qt fodi DeftruAion, or whether the Miniiler poIM 
off eke Mask too foon; aadaccordiiigiy the citruggie will either bm 
iocceeded by a new DawA of Freedom> or a long Nigiit of Slavery 
clo£e upon ns. ' 

Tlms^ Sir, I hatre fet before your Majeil)F .what in my poor 
Judgment is for yoor IntereH to purfue, and what is for yoar Ser- 
vice to ayoid,. what will make your Majefty and this Nattoa 
Jtapp^^ and what wi)l make both unhappy^ and I heartily pny 
tke great, good, ahd^wife Ood to direct, blefs* and profper yooi 
Majety isx all your Deiigns for the Good of theie Kingdoms, and 
tke Happinefs of your People. If I have ofed too great a Free^ 
4om» or have oficnded in what I deigned for your Service, I sum 
§9rTy for it. I call God to Witnefs, my Plainnefs proceeds from 
my Zeal and Affbdion for your iaterefts, and the Profperity of 
ywir. Affairs, and sot from zny faftious, faucy« or unmannerly 
Firinciple. I wi(hfomeabler Pen had taken upon him this Parr, biic 
1 muft'own it has provoked me to fee my Country and my King 
fo fodfaken ^ the one of Advocates, >the other of hintft Counfeli 
juid this has urged m« to take aipon me thefe two Charaders of 
Advocaite and Advsfer, for both whic^ I confefs myfelf very uQ^t : 
Not i>ttt that, as I faid in the Beginning^. I take it to be the Pri*- 
Tilege, aye, andtheDnty too of every £ngHih Subject (provided 
|t be performed with a decent and due Refpe^k) to lay before the 
¥Mi^ fnch Matters as may be dangerous to his Perfon or Govern* 
nient to he CDocealed from his knowledge ; for we are not tie4 
«p in England to ^aniih Forms, where the King muft be wet t9 
the Skin if he whofe proper Oifice it is be not in the Way to put 
on his Cloak t And i beg your Majefty to believe that what I 
have faid is from a Faithfulnefs and Sincerity which will in ali 
Accide&ts and Di^ulties preferve me unalterably 
Your Majefty's moft loyal, 

Mofl dutiful, and moft obedient 

SUBJECT. 

A Letter /aid to ba^e been ^written fy tbeJ^tLFrnKDEK to a certain E a r ^ 
his Relation, during his Retirement at Bareges, njoho anfvjered it in 
Per/on, by faying a fri<vate Vijtt to the Writer at Rome. 

Dear Coufin, 

IT is with the utmoft pleafure, we fee you purfue fuch vigoroui 
meafures for our reilorationl We have learned from fad expe«- 
rience, that.it is in vain for us to exped this happy event from the 
feeblje. efforts of the faithlefs Gauls. We and our loyal adherents 
have been the dupes, nay the vidims, of their intriguing politicks. 
-We are therefore determined never more to place any abfolute con- 
fidence in their fallacious promifes, which they regard no longer 
than they fervc their own interefted views- It is from the difccn- 
teot and diiaifeflion, which you are fo induflriouily fowing 
throughout the whole Britifh empire, that we hope the expuiiioa 
of the H " r family from. our dominions. 

Your adminiilration has luckily reviveiJ the fame quarrels* 
7 * which 
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Urbidi'proved tha ruin of our family. If yoii proii^ute ycwr pfettl 
vkK the/ame fpirit, with which you have begun, I doubt not but 
you wittiaa rery ihort time render our rival as odious ^nd con- 
temptible, as was James the fecond of religious memory. . Yo» 
j«aiy conclude, that when the minifter has forfeited all efteem 
aikd xtgzrd, by obflinatcly perfifting in fchemes big with publick 
mn, and is, notwithftanding the moft.. violent. claaour and up- 
xoarof the people, protedted and truftcd by the f . , , .n> the 
€---n mqafoon lofe all authority, and be held by a very precarious 
tenure. This was the fate of Edward IL Henry ilL Charles I. and 
many other princes, whofc names it would be tedious to mention. 
Their, minifkers, whofe only views? were to aggrandize and enrich 
xhemfelves, brought deftruftioa upon their own heads, as well as 
npon thofe of their roafters^ You are fenfible, that this would be 
yoorcafe, if you were not 'fare of our coming to yo|ir affiftance^ 
and refctting you out of the hands of the people. You m^y take 
•or royal word for it, that when you have thoroughly drained the 
treafary, and embroiled the kingdom, you mud take aFienchJcave, 
and fly for refuge into our. arms ; they will be open to receive 
you> and to lead you back in triumph to our mifled ifland^ when 
the fchemes,. which you have laid under our diredlion, have bad 
their full effect, and wrought the total ruin of our e^-my. 

In the mean time, do not fpare the national money in bribing- 
the majority, that they may be as obfequious as they were at the 
latter end of queen Anne's reign, and alter, when ^very thing is 
ripe, the aft of f t, by which every catholic branch of the 

royal line is forever excluded. As they have already fold the 
rights of their conllituents, and rendered themfelves more inkg* 
aifxcant than the parliaments of France, it is evident, that they 
will make no fcruple of felling likewife their religion. They have 
already fhown lefs confcience than the tory parliament, which was 
packed by Harley earl of Oxford, to give the king bis tmm again* 
What reafon have we then td apprehend they will boggle at fuch a 
trifling article ; They will hardly be choaked 'with cuntins after JkAfal- 
hawing camels. For my own part. I look upon their concurrence 
ascertain, as they will be willing to preferve at any price the au- 
thority, which they have afl!umed over the people, and the pelf, 
which they have acquired an incurable habit of fliaring among 
their own body. 

The grand point is to work up the pafliohs of the people, as yoa 
have hitherto done, by a continued feriesofadb of tyranny and 
oppreffion, and to contrive every defpotic meafnre, in fuch a man- 
ner, as to let the principal odium fall on the f n and the 

r — 1 f — ly, that they, being deemed the chief authors of every 
evil, may dofc the afFeftions of the nation, and become at la/l 
like our forefathers, the objedof its vengeance. \i you in con- 
junaion with the reft of our good friends, can fucceed in this par- 
ticular, we have no doubt but our Commons will return to their 
duty and allegiance. 

Our former attempts were founded on the difaffeftion of the 
northern part of our united kingdoms to the reigning fami^ly. Yoa 

▼cry 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( «S7 ) 

wery ikgiacioafly obfervcd^ that this body of oor fiibje^ wai 4efid* 
ent both in men and money, and was confequently incapableo/re- ' 
eUabliihing oar throne. You have therefore, with great prudence, 
followed tne fame plan in creating jealoafy, diftrufl and diiafiec- 
tion in England, which was formerly afed in Scotland. Nay yoa 
have gone farther. The maffacre of Glenco, the decimation of thm' 
Highland regiment, and the difrefpedl fhown to the Clans, which 
were the cuafe$ of the infurredions then, were but mere trifles, in 
comparifon of the contempt you have fhewn for Engliihrnen, and 
the infringements you have made nppn their rights. May we not' 
therefore ^n expert a more powerful rifing in our favour in the* 
South ; I think, if you continue to conduda^airs asyouhavedone* 
there is little doubt <>f it. The people perhaps may not intend 
any commotion they raife, for our ad vantage. But let the florca 
once burft, and we ihall find means to fifli to fome purpofe.in the 
troubled waters : the'majority, for the fake of their wagesj will 
£and our frieuds, and make another a6]t of fettlement« 
Given at Rome^ undex our privy feaU 

C. R. 

vf Succinii Detail of theTremfaHiotts at the India-Houfc, fo far as tbej 
reJpeSi the Go^vernment and the Public 

Friday t Auguft 1 1 . ' 

AT a general meeting of the proprietors of Eaft India flock, 
at their houfe in Leadenhall>flreet, Sir George Cole- 
brooke informed the court, that the direAors had receiv- 
ed, at ten o'clock on Tuelday night, a letter from I^prd Wey-* 
mouth, one of his majefly's principal fecretaries of ^ate; and as* 
they intended to lay the fubflance of it before the proprietors, 
(according to the defire of his lordihip) begged for an half hoBr*«' 
indulgence, till an abflrad fhould be made out. This was accord-* 
ingly granted, at half paft twelve, the clerk read an extrai^ of the 
letter, which is in fubftance as follows : 

* That the commiflion appointing the prefent fupervifors to In*»^. 
^ dia, had been taken into confideration by his majefty's ferv^ts, 

* and that it was their opinion, that in fome refpetts it was illegal^ 

* that in an anfwer he (lord Weymouth) had received from the di- 

* reftors, refp ding the appointment of a naval olHcer, with full 

* power to adjult all maritime affairs in India, he was concerned to 

* ind, that they had not totally acceded to it, and therefore beg- 

* ged of the diredors that they would reconfider of the commiffioai 
< in general, and lay the laft article in particular, that of giving 

* unlimited powers to a naval officer, to the proprietary at large.* 

The dire^ors faid, in excuffe for their not complying literally 
with the requifition of the miniftry, that though they were willing 
to allow a naval of^cer a certain degree of power in cpnjundioa 
with the goverpor arid cbuncilbf Bengal, yet they were cautious 
Jn aequieKing to the requeft at large, left they might give up too 
;nach into the hands of auy one perfon ; and that Mr. Yorke was 
f lean the commiflion was in every reipedl legal. 

The 
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Tb^ fortliereohfi<}cratit>ii of this objeft wif, by general tfree^ 
meiit^ deferred til! Tuefday next ; in the mean time the direc- 
tors were deiired to feledl and produce fuch letters, papers, or paf* 
fages ID them, as might give proper light isto this intereiling con- 
cern ; and the bufinefs of the day, for which the court was calkd, 
went on. 

Tue/dayt Auguft i^. 

At a general meeting of ti^ proprietors of Ealt India (tock, at 
their houfe in Leadenhallilreet, by adjournment. Sir George 
Colebrooke informed the couft, that the directors had received a- 
nother letter from lord Weymouth, dated that morning, which 
he propofed being read. The pn prietors affenting, the letter wa» 
accordingly read, and contained in fubftance as follows: 

* That lord Weymouth had received an anfwer from the direc- 

• tors to his lad, by which he believes they, partly, mifiinderftocd 

• him : for as to invefting a naval oiBcer with plenipotentiary pow- 

• ers at larger it was never his idea ; all that he wanted to eftablifh, 

• being Oiily fuch a fhare in the b.ufinef« of admf nitration, as would 

• be both ^*'t th? good of the company, and the hon. ur of the adrni* 
^ niilration. That as his 6ril-l«Her) with thei«^(thedife^ors an- 

• fwer) »vere now both to be laid before the proprietors at large to 

• prevent any futui^ mifunderflanding, he recommended onfy the 

• difcuffipn of the two following points :— firft, fhe reconfideratioo 

• of the commiHion ; and next, the degree of authority proper to be 
*invefted'in a naval officer. To the firft of thefe, he iaid, as' it 
« was a point wherein its legality was demur^^d to by the fervants 

• of the crown, and the council of the cpmpany, he would hot 

• pretend to fpeak on ; but in regard, to the fecond, as govern- 

• ment, at the reqoeil of the company, in the nth article -of the 

• laft definitive treaty of peace with France, made conditions with 
« feverat princes in India, it highly refpefted their honour, that 

• an officer of theirs (hoakl be the principal agent in matters o^n^* 

• five and defcnfive.* 

After the letter was reid. Sir George Colebrook fpoke to the 
following effeft: 

* Gentlemen, 

• Bjr this letter, I think, we Aall be able to judge with more 
' precifion than hitherto, as the matter feems now to be reduced 

• more to a point; however, as the diredors have only received 

• this letter a few hours ago, and have not had time fufficient to 
' deliberate on it, I think that this court ihould be adjourned to a 

• further day for the examination of it.* 

After Mr. Sullivan, and feveral others, had (poke, the court 
vas unanimouHy adjourned. 

The fpeakers on this occafion were. 
Sir George Colebrook, bart* Sir James Hodges^ 
M . Dempfter, ~ Governor Johnllone, 

Mr. M^ntoih, Mr. Stewart, 

Mr, Ficzgerald. 
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ThefoUonulng remarkabli Letter in Support of the freftnt Jdminifiratttnf 
^written by one of their heft Authors, having lately appeared in Prints 
ank occasioned inuch Speculation^ we hofve thought proper to infert it 9 
nfiith proper Notes J'uitahle to the Subject tranfaiitted to us by a nfneirtbf 
Correjpondent. 

THE intemperate rage of tbe prefent bppofition will probably 
bring aboat a difcoTery, that under Tome future unpatriotic 
niinifters, may be dangerous to public freedom The inherenc 
influence of the crown is found to demand nothing but firmnefs 
in its fervantSy to fupport its authority againft all the dFoHs of 
faction. It is true, that the complaints of fedicion are now too 
ill founded to ftand in need of any great iexei'tion of that power 
which the couditution has placed in the hands of the f ■ n. 

But the exertion, fma^ll as it is, fufficiently (hews, that the force 
of government is even Capable to withftahd rtimonftrances againft 
real grievances, (hould fuch in any future period exift. ^ 

[* jf more alarming confejjiou could not fojfibly he made to a fre$ 
people, at the 'very time nvben it is publickly gt^vin out by the m I 
agents, that the petitions that home been, as well as thoje that may be 
prefent ed to the K ■ , <will be treated twitb contempt, and the frof 
mers of them punijhed, if it can be compaffed, as fsditious and difaf* 
feded ferfons,\ 

tt is tbe confuinDnation of folly in our pretended patriots to forct, 
adminiftratlon to a difcoveryof afecret little known or attended to 
in this country. Men unacquainted with the theory of govern- 
ment, when they faw the tumults and infolences of the rabble, 
complained of want of force in the r^l authority. The power, 
however, exiiled, and only lay dormant from a want of vigour 
in thofe who held the helm. The wealth, the flixury, the debt 
of Great Britain, have lodged i. force in the hands of govern'* 
m.ent too powerful for an unperfevering oppoiition of mere cla« 
mour and noife. f 

[f Tbe ptople of this tountry are no ftr angers to the tower of the 
Cro'wny it is impojfible they Jhould, ^uhenthey ba*ue at cul times fo at* 
tenti'vely watched it, and fo fteadily oppofed its undue influence, and 
e'vsry extenfion of it that appeared to be an encroachment on the conft^i^ 
tution. Therefore adminiftration has not been forced to a difecvery of 
any hidden power of tbe crown. It is equally fallacious to affert, that 
this po^uer lay dormant uponfome late popular occafions, for <want of'vi* 
gour in thofe who held the helm* The friends of the unhappy <viSlimswho 
fell in St. George's Fields, together with the Freeholders fl/*Middle- 
fcx, are of a njery different opinion : according to them^ the power and 
influence ofthe-C' » ' - bc^ been exerted ^th uncommon force, "violence 
Mr vigour, if you pleafe, by thofe at tbe helm. But it is infulting to 
the highejt degree to triumph over a loft people, by pt cudly decla, i^tg 
ytbat the unhappy fituation in which they are involved ly t/?eir national 
debt has put it out of their power to preferv^ .their /rciddm and inde^ 
pndem»i we an afraid it will fatally prove too trne ; for it was long 
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Jittte foretotdl hy our heft political nuriten* Rcatetfirf this 'writer ftaintf 
/he^-ws nvhat ive harue to expe^ firom bis mafters, fince he a^voivs that 
they laugh at the comflainis of the people^ from a full con^vtSiion that 
the force of gO<vernment ^ thsugh cottduhed on, a fub^erfi've plasty e^eit 
though dejpottjm ^eiT^or^Jlaik abroad unmajkedt is fufficient^ --when the 
r — -— / authority is fully exert fd in the. prote^ion of its ferfiants^ f 
*Ufit'hfland remonftrances, againft real grievances What is thiip 
more or lefs, tha^ telling the people in fenss words — that flaves thej 
found themy and flakes they Jhall rtmtun ?'\ 

Tb^ difapprobation of the earl of Chatham, if true, and the 
coldnefs ot the Earl of Bute^ hav&not in the leaft ftaggcred thcr 
miniftry, or added any real force to oppofition The two noble 
Lords did not po/Tefs thofe conciliating manners that are calcu- 
lated to carry influence into retirement. Rifmg into power in 
the decline of Irfe, they left no hopes of their return into office, 
after their unaccountable refignations. 

The interefted nev'er worftiip any fetting funs ; and that pride, 
haughtinefs, and referve, which arc the mfeparable companions 
of aftonifhing talents, acquired no friends to the two Earls, whofc 
afe^ions or attention outlafted their aftual pofleffion of power. 

If power is airy real happinefs, it is a mortifying confideratioa 
for any miniller to outlive a confc^uence' loft by his own folly. 
There is certainly a kind of charm in the poffeffion of the cabinet, 
which all the tranquil pleafures ofaphilofophical retirement can- 
not compenfate. 

The two noble Lords juft mentioned were, it feems, ftrangers 
to the difpolition of their own minds, when they exchanged the 
premier/hip fn the firft nation in Europe for the inanimate infi* 
pidity of a rural arid domedic life. They will, however, find \t 
much more difficult to regain than to keep pofTeffioB of power; 
for they ought to know that it is confummate folly to quit a fort 
already in their hands, in order to take it afterwards by ftorm. 

Upon a ftrift review of the ftate of parties in this country, 
thereis lefs prpbability of a change than in times of much lefs 
oppofition. The enemies. of tlte prefent niniftry are not friends 
among themfelves. Though they all open batteries againft the 
f<;rvants of the crown, they keep up flank fires upon one anocher^r 
If Grenville likes Rockingham better than he does Grafton, it is 
only for his being lefs afraid of the party of the former, than of th« 
abilities of the latter. If Chatham is civil to Bute, % ^^ i^ (hat 
lie wiihes his Lordfhip fhould, by fecret intrigue, clear the c— ■ — t 
of the prefent nihniftry ; and fo, once more, opon a field for his , 
own decrepid ambition. 

« 1 an(i. Sir, Your's, &c. 

- '^ V I N D E X,, 

i X Bute // the idol wtforjhipped fy Vindex, amf if the people tvill 
butfubmit to the maxims he ad'uanceij his aim w/7/ be accompliflHd^ 
<which is the rejf oration of his patron to the office tffrft lord of the 
tfea/ury.} . , - 

^ ' ft 
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Yo the Ear! of B ■ -^ on his Return from ^rpad^ 

My Lord, 

YOUR latefttddea and unexpe£led appearance at coart, h?tk 
alarmed every well- wither to his king and country : I fay, 
to his king, my lord, as it is more particolarly in behalf of that 
amiable monarch, who now iills the throne of thefe kingdoms, X 
would now plead with your lord (hip Strange times, indeed » 

when a fubje^ need be folicited to fervc, to fave his fovereign ! 
Yet fuchare the times. — It is impoflible to conceal or difguife the 
high degree of confidence and favour in which yoo (land, and 
have lone ftood with your prince. As you are to anfwer it, there- 
fore, at the great and awAil day of account before the King of 
Kings, make cot ufe of that confidence to (kreen national delinr 
«|aents, and convert fo lively a portion of royal favour into deadly" 
poifon to his loyal and loving lubjeds. Rut I will wafce no time 
in general declamation. I underiand, on good authority, that 
your lordfhip is determined, at all events, to exculpate and pro- 

te&. your old friend, lord H d. fie advifed, my lord, refle6| 

on the confequences ; rcfleft on that ftate of public execration in 
which you Hand yourfelf, and how little you are able, while tot* 
tering under your own burthen, to fupport the accumulated ini- 
quities of another. Befides, my lord, what means, what cun- 
ning, what device can be thought of, for his exculpation ? The' 
culprit hath pleaded guilty. Of this his letters to my lord mayor 
and Mr. Woodfall, with the papers accompanying them, are a 
jdamning proof. For to what can we imptite thofe pfBcious unne- 
ce/Iary fcrolls ? To what but conftience or cowardice ? To con- 
feioofnefs of guilt, or fear of punifhment, or both. It is yet 
ilrange, that a confcience feared long /ince, and courage that ne- 
ver flartled at a crime, fhould betray fenfibilicy and fear, fo long 
after eytry moral fundion is extinguilhed. It is llrange, that a^ 
heart, without fear while it had feeling, (hould, after the lofsof 
feeling, be fubjed to fear. Y^c fuch, my lord, is the objeft 
about whofe fecurity you are fo extremely folicitous. But hovv 
will you efFefb it; without his coming, to a fair account, and re- 
funding the ten talents entruded to him ? In that cafe, indeed, 
he may wipe ofFfome of the odium of his delay; for I will venture 
to fay, he has laid up none of them in a napkin. It is well 
known, however, whac niaterial objedlions your lordihip hfts to. 
this method. Your fon has the reveriion of the auditorfhip ; . 
A— *— '-•e is advanced in years, and forty millions is a prodigious 
fum ofmonev. p'fcourfe, therefore, you will take other mea- 
fures, nor will the paymafier's accounts be fully fettled till the ore- 
fent auditor's deceafe. In the mean time, what will you do ?,^ 
Will you obtain another reprieve by royal order to flop proceed- 
ings in the Exchequer ? This mode, my lord, has proved infuf- 
ficient already. Suppofe your lordihip flrikes a bolder ftroke, 
and obtains a full exculpation from the th-— . Precedents, the 
Uwof tlie times, will bear youir lordfhlp out; at leaft M"<— d, 
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s, and J^— •— n will defend yoq. We learn frwn hittory^ 
that king Richard the fecond, (unhappy always in oppo/lng the 
people) owed the lofs of his ccown to proteding his favaarites 
agamft the call of ji^ftice. When his barons once took arms, and 
afiembled, as they declared, for the good of the king and king* 
dom, and to. remove traitors from the king, and whom they were 
Teady to prove fuch in fin gle combat, according to the cufiom of 
thofe times; the king interpofed the challenge, and faid the dif- 
ference fhould be determined in the next parliament. Two days 
after he caufed a proclamation to be publiihcd, which may ferve 
your lordihip as a fpecimen, if you think proper to adopt fuch s| 
node of prpceeding, 

*• Richard^ King, Sec. We hereby make known to all our lieg* 
and faithful fubjeds, throughout our whole kingdom of England^ 
that whereas, Thomas dukeof Glouceiler, Richard carl of Aruur 
del, Thomas earl of Warwick, have been, by certain perfons 
who littk mderftood the truth ofr affairs ^ defamed as tray tors to u$ 
and our kingdom ; we therefore having, as becomes us, with the 
higheft deliberation, and greateil diligence, weighed the caufe of 
fuch fcanda], and moft diligently to our utmofl power, fearching 
to the bottom for the truth, with the afliilance of our council, do 
not find any thing done or adted by th^m worthy of the blot of 
Jufpicion, much lefs any fcruple of evidence of their being guilty; 
whereupon, we have decreed to declare the faid defamation to 
be falfe, unjufl, wicked, and wholly void of all truth: and we 
do teftify the faid duke and earls to "be worthy of ^W fame, and 
innocent f and not fo much z^fu/peBe^oi ar^ crimes : \tid as much a| 
in us lies, and as we are able, we will approve, and maintain 
them fo to be, and do take them henceforward into our fpecia| 
protection, &c.** 

What think you, my lord, of fuch a proclamation as this ? 
. This is nvhitetAjafiing vj\t\i a wittiefs, and would blanch an ^thiop 
pure as fnow- A know it bears, in your -eye, a flattering af- 
pe6k. You think it will be efFedual. It might be fo; but it 
might be fatal too ; think of that, my lord, and to whom. Let 
118 recur again to prece^6nt. 

In the beginning of the reign of king Charles the firft, when 
flivers petitions were prefented by feveral knights of the fliires, 
complaining of fliip-rboney, prbjeds, monopolies, and corrupt 
ininifters (the negledl of which petitions was the fore-runner of 
^1 that unhappy monarch's mis/ortunes) it is well known, that 
Mr. HarbottleGrimflon, fpeaking upon the fubjeft of grievances, 
declared in the houfe of commons, that the dangers at home were 
greater than thofe from abroad ; and that the difeafes and diitem-^ 
pers in the body politic* were grown ito that height, that for a 
cure, exaniples ought to be made ; fo that the caufesand authors 
of the nation's miieries, might be as treacle to expel the poifon 
of mifchief out of others. 

What was the confequence of this ? The King began to be un- 
eafy for his fupply to be granted. The commons fat upon the 

grievances, 
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- grievani^esy without any advances towards a aapply t tlic ILimf 
prelTed the neceffity of fpeed in their fupply ; and a motion wa$ 
made in the commons, that there might be an order immediately 
inade, that the £r(l thing the houfe fhould confider of, ^nl^ be 
the reftoring of the nation in general, to the fundamental a^4 vi- 
taMiberiies, and fhen to confider of the defired fupplie$. 

Nor was this Unfortunate king more faccefsful ia hi' appHca* 
tions to fave the earl of Strafford ; both the houfes of the lords 
and commons, by mod voices, found the earl guilty of trealbat 
the king interceded, by himfeif and the prince, for his life, and 
for divers days could not find in his heart to f^t his hand to the 
warrant for execution. The fate of it was, that the parliament 
would not grant mercy to the earl, and would have juftice from 
the king, according to their fentence, whether he would or no : 
they threatened, and were as good as their word, to fet idle, ami 
<io nothing for public fafety and fettlefnent ; the whole realm be* 
ing in diftradion, till the Uroke was flruck. 

But 1 will go further, my lord, and fnppofe, for a while, that 
your friend is really innocent, aud capable of exculpation ; that 
the many black charges thrown out againlt him are falfe and 
groundlefs. Where a man is marked out, and unhappily growa 
the objedi of popular fury, their prejudices are not to be removed^ 
though he evades theii charge ; they are convinced in themfelves 
that he is guilty, and they will not rett from purfuing him, tiil 
they can find the means to bring him to punifhment. They lock 
upon his acquittal to be flratagem and artifice, and themfelves to 
be fuch judges of his dements, that though fometimes they may 
be deceived by fineffes and craft, yet they ^re generally ihrewd 

^ueflers at right and wrong, in matters of fa£t, and traniadions 
of common life. 

There is ftill another reafon why afperfion and fufpicion of 

fuilt are dangerous to any man ; this is, that civil commotions 
ave been more than once prevented, by giving up the perfon9 
that are become obnoxious to the populace. What greater fecu- 
rity hath lord H— than had the unfortunate admiral ByngI 
When the punifhment of delinquent* is prefTed^by a nation, they 
but ill brook to have their remonflrance flighted ; but can much 
fyorfe bear to have a ftatefman fkreened, if they apprehend he has 
injured them in their public rights, or private properties.' 

Let me entreat your lordfhip, therefore, to let the above exam ^ 
pies have their due weight ; and if you have any prudent regard 
for your k , your country, your friend, or yourfelf, to giv« 
up all thoughts of pecuniary emolument, by countenancing the 
delay of a final adjuftment of the pay matter's accounts* Power^* 
ful as ypu are, you may not be able to wfthfland the wrath of an 
injured people : favourite as you are, you may become detefted, 
as much as you are beloved, and even where you are bell beloved* 

Your's 

CAI.U^-CASJSIUS. 

0« 
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Om the Jdndtnfirati&n •/ the Colonies : Jddreffedto the E J of 
H f-^^h. 

AS Juniiu has paid your brother in office^ the D. of G. fevcral 
warm addreiTes, on the wife manaeement of his depart- 
ment, and, as your 1 p has condafied the baAnefs of yours 

ivith the fame wifdom and with the fame fuccefs, there {e^ms no 
impropriety in paying you the fame compliment And, that 
the public may the better judge of your m— — 1 condudl, I ihall 
endeavour to date the whole (as far as my memory furnifbes me 
ivith fadls) from your firil appointment to the Board of Trade, to 
this period. 

A peace being then concluded ; a vaft extent of territory acquired ; 
and the nation, as far as miniilerial influence would reach, 
made to aiTent and acknowledge, that though we had given up 
millions to a vanquiflied enomy, the continent of North America 
bad been cheaply purchafed; and, accordingly, were amufed 
with the hopes of feeing new colonies rife, and had, indeed^ 
folid grounds to exped ever! ailing fprings of wealth from thofe 
already fettLd and cultivated. From hence every lofs was to be 
repaired, every burden to be alleviated, and all pail calamities to be 
foftened into oblivion. This was the language of that very Board 
over which your 1 — dfli — ^ was placed. Have thefe bleflings been 
produced ? Or, have we a right to expe6l them from prefc nt appear* 
anceis ? Could they po£iblyrucceedthemeafures you adopted? Your 
£rft attempts were to fettle and cultivate the two Floridas, which, in 
America, are as Aiabia iii AHa ; and may, in future, like it, 
prove the dwelling of defperate villains; but can never be made 
ufeful or advantageous to the ftate. 

Your firii attempt to regulate the ancient colonies was ftripping 
them of their paper currency,- which had been one of the greateil 
means of fupporting their trade to thefe kingdoms ; though you, at 
the fame infant, faw (andmuft befuppofed to concur in themeafure} 
our own fleet, fitted out, to flop all the Mexican filver (which, alone, 
cpuld have replaced the neceflTary medium) from finding its way 
to them. . You, at the fame time, recommended the laying 
heavy burdens on their Weft India trade, by which they were 
formerly aflifted to pay the balance due to this country. You 
echoed back to the Premier the eflablifliing thofe dangerous 
A— y-c — ts, which ftill continue dangerous and opprefiive to 
the faireft trader ; and, to complete the (y^tm, approved, and 
advifed that fatal fource of difcontent, the flamp-afl. Here, 
happily for Great Britain) ended your fir^ glorious adminiflration. 
Ycnir fecond is like unto it : The influence of the Bntean 
party, of which your 1— -dfli — ^p is undeniably one, unfortunately 

led 

+ We were obliged to poflpone thisaddrefs, to ma]we room in. 
our laft number for pieces that were more temporary, but oar 
worthy correipondent T, D. may be aflTurcd we never intended to 
omit it. 7 
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led the legiHatore into a meafure iiniitar to thoffi I have jc^ 
mentioned, which could be bat aukwardly enforced by a* 
fecretary, whofe fentiments were ntterly againft it. Hence it 
became neceflary to difcard him, and call for yoar afiiftance« 
The firft matter of importance, (which, though very trifling in 
itfelf, became, by your 1 ' p*s fwiji management, not only 
imporunt, bat dangerous) was the circular letter of the Mafla- 
chufet's aflembly, to thofe of the other provinces, written witik 
innocence, replete with lovalty, founding with harmony, and. 
dilated by reafon and good policy ; even this letter you repre- 
fen ted to your S ■ n, as radtious, feditious, &c. and fell into 
defpotifm yourfelf, to malce them obedient, by ordering the 
vote to be refcinded, upon pain of their diflblution. You re* 
commended fending troops and fhips of war, to keep the peace. 
You fliould remember, my lord, thefe are not peace-officers, 
and, as might well be expeded, they were the firfl to break it. 
To intimidate the people, you drew op Refolves, and an addreis 
to his m-' — y, founded on evidence from Governor Bernard^ 
the commiffioners of revenue, caftom-houfe officers, and x 
few poor expedant and dependent creatures, whom your 
1 p correfponds with in Boflon i and thereby, having im- 
posed upon, and deceived the legiflature, fandified yoar de- 
fpotifm, at the expence of their laft liberties ; as appears in 
lively colours by the petition of Virginia affembly; and,, to 
complete your plan of folly and iniquity, you have recom* 
mended his m— y, to confer honours on the man, who, 
though your friend and colleague, will never rife above a 
* Prodor ; for his inexpreffible meannefs, and a low' cunning, 
' are incompatible with the governor, or baronet. 

Now, my lord, furvey your meafures, and their confequence;, 
in a few lines, from which I be? you to draw your charafber, as 
a minifler. Great and lafling bleffings were promifed : do they 
arife ? or are they now felt or acKJnowledged by the public ? The 
two governments of Florida have been very expenfive; have 
buried vaft numbers of thofe glorious foi}s of war, who fought 
our battles, delivered our country, and deferved our ucmofl care 
and tendernefs. They produce nothing but difeafes and lamen- 
tation. Taking away the paper currency of America, has, in- 
deed, hufhed the complaints of a-few Scotch fadlors in Virginia ; 
but, in return, has been attended with an immediate flagnatioii 
oi trade^ nnparallelled diftrefs, for want of a medium in the 
payment of Britiih debts, and is cruelly felt in every corner of 
this kingdom. 

Preventing the Spanifh fllver from the colonics, has proved 
ftill a much greater injury to the trade and manufadures of Great 
Britain, and has, for ever, I fear, lofl us that, the mod lucrative 
of all branches of commerce ; and, oh ! tormenting beyond 
expreffion ! our enemies are rifing in wealth and power, by the. 
enjoyment of it. The burdens laid on fuch branches of com- 
merce as we, from Europe, could not carry on, have had no 
- , other 

* This tool of oppreffion was a prodoi in Dodors Coxnmons. 
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WMttfklSts than difabling the colonies from paying for oaf 
aianafafkares* The admiralty courts have driven liioft merchants 
of eminence and fpirit, out of a trade, which could 'not bt fe- 
ct»red by law from their greedy avarice, and unlimited power ; 
and the ftampad, had it i>een continued, could not have pro- 
V duced any neat revenue, when there was no money in the . 
country ; though it mu^ be owned, it has been attended with 
the moft dreadful mifchiefs. The prefent revenues are founded 
on xnjuftice, by yourfelf confefled to be anti-commercial, and 
che fums produced, do, by no means, pay the ialaries and ex- 
fiences of coUedion, though, the people have, all along, paid 
|he duties, without refinance ; but, on the contrary, the nti- 
merous myrmidons in the offices, mufl be paid out of other 
impoils. Hence, no beneEt was intended to the public* Your 
pretence for enforcing and continuing rhefe adts, is to preferve 
and fupport the dignity of Government, which every moment 
lofes ground, by the force of reafoning t & firm, fertous, fpirited 
eppofition, and unalterable determination of America. If yoo 
jneant any thing by your commands to refcind, you meant to 
keep the colonies difunited :. this Very command united them to 
frinan. The troops, and ihips of war, have convinced the mofk 
phlegmatic in America, that their liberties were in danger^ and 
that I igid virtue, only, muft fave them and their conftitution :' 
ycmr peace-officers, and armed conilables have been the cslbjc 
of the only coniiderable riot which has happened. The fanflion 

of the 1 c, only proves your meafures illegal ; has made you 

snore deteflable, and immoderately increafed their love for thofe 
men among them who flood foremoft in the caufe of liberty; 
and, though you have, hitherto, been able to deceive your 
f n, and infult his fubje£ls ; though you have represented 
innocent and legal meafures of feeking redrefs, as fadious and 
rebellious^ though you have endeavoured to drive the beft of 
men to defperate remedies; they have difappointed your ex- 
pedations, and will, by the aid of their fellow fubjeds in 
England, live to fee you contemptible in the eyes of your r— I 
matter, as you are now to them. I have enumerated moil of the 
important meafures which you have, while in power, recom* 
tDcnded, or enforced; they are clearly, andv in general, dia- 
metrically contrary to the interefls of this country, as well as ' 
America ; many have been attended with confequences totally 
contrary to your own expedlations and defigns. You are come to 
your ne plus ultra (or, as ywxi friend B^-^rn'^ elegantly exprefies 
him/elf t to the end of your tether) and you bad better refign now, 
than increafe your own perplexity, by adding new burdens to 
thofe ypu have already brought upon the whole Britifli empire* 
I (hall take another opportunity to explain your motives, your 
principles, and connections. Till then, I am, with due refpeft 
apd obedience^ your 

I. ! ■ ■ Jfh^-*— 'p's humble ferrant 

JUNIUS AMERIC.^NUS. 
AN 
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AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF NEW BOORS. 

A Letter to the Right Honourable Horatit Walpole^ Efquire^ nvrittei 
January 9, 1750-1, by the Right Refver end Thomas Seeker ^ Lord 
Bijhop of Oxfordi concerning Bijhofs in America. 8vo. is. 
lUvington. 

BY an advertirement prefixed to this e^cti'aordinary letter, iW 
are inibrmed that it was found among the papers of the late 
archbiihop ^««/^r ; that it was written in confequence of a letter 
dated May 9, 1750, from the late lord W^alpole, (at that timg 
the right honourable Horatio Walpole, efquire, firft commiflioner 
for trade and plantations) to the late Dr. Sherlock, Biihopof Lon^ 
don, which was communicated by the latter to biihop Seeker, Ja« 
naary z, 17^0*1 ; and that it is now printed in obedience to ail 
order left with it under his grace's own hand, dated May 25, 1759^ 
Jn thcfe words : 

Let the letter^ ^written by me to Mr. Walpole^ concerning Bijhops iff 
yimericas ke printed after my death; Tho. Cant, 

It appears Jtiy this letter, that the fcheme of fending bilhops to 
America, which has lately been the fubjeft of much altercation, ani 
has contributed to increafe the difcontent of the Americans, was 
agitated, and under ferious coniideration, at the board of trade^ 
in the year 1750. The expediency of the meafure was referred to 
the biihop of*London, who thought proper to Communicate to Dr, 
Seeker, then biftiop of Oxford, lord Walpole*s letter to him oa 
(his fubjed* , A manifeft error is to be found unworthy of thofc 
who undertook to print fuch a Angular letter, in obedience to the 
order of an archbifhop. For. xhe letter- writer exprefsly thanks" 
Mr. Walpole for communicating to him the letter he had written 
to the bifhop of London; whereas in the advertifement it is faid^ 
the bifhop of .London communicated Mr. Walpole's letter to Dr. 
Seeker. The archbifhop certainly is to be believed, and the edi- 
tor of his letter is defired to corred this error in a fecond edition, 
if the letter attains to a fecond edition ; but if not, which is moll 
likely, to make an immediate apology to the public. Efpecially 
as it ferves to miilead the inattentive, who may be apt to conclude^ 
that biihop Sherlock was as zealous in the impolitic fcheme of 
fending biihops to America, as the late high-church archbifhop ; 
which, it is highly probable, was not the cafe fince the fcheme 
was dropt; and there is a ftrong prefumption'on the face of the 
archbi (hop's letter, that Mr. Walpole, and Dr. Sherlock were both 
Againil the meafure. " The archbiihipp fays to Mr. Walpole, that 
he cannot fee the fcheme in tlie fame light that he does.'^ And he 
certainly thought Dr. Sherlock had not made ufe of fufHcient argu- 
ments to engage Mr. Walpole to adopt the meafure, or he would 
not have written him the laboured letter in quelUon, in fupport of 
his darling fcheme. The editor is therefore requefled to let the 
late archbifhop Qand upon bis own bottom, and not to endeavour 
Y0I.V. Z xm 
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16 itnufe fis with the nodon, that any of his brethren* <b far fcack 
«8 the year 1750, concurred with him in advifing a ftep, which no- 
thing out bigotry and prieflcraft could dictate. 

It is now made known to the world, that all the ftir that has 
been n>ade for fome time paft about the appointment of biihopt 
-for America^ was brought on the carpet by the late archbifhop« 
wbofe charadler fince his death has been extoUed to the ikies. But 
the public rnuft .decide upon this publication, how far the man 
who could revive a fcheme for attacking the religious riehts of his 
fellow fubje^s in America, at the mofl improper feafoo, when 
their civil liberties were invaded* and had involved them in the 
mod fatal difputes with the mother country, deferves the lavifli 
encomiums that have been beftowed on him. 

The arguments ftated in this letter in faVour of the fcheme, 
are exz&ly the fame as have beeii retailed in our news-papers, at 
different times, ever fince we have been left at leifure, by an y^* 
nominious peacty to foment aninM)fities and divifions amongft our- 
Cslves both at home and abroad. 

The neceifity of biihops in America, to adminifter confirmation, 
«nd to give deacons and prieils orders to proper candidates, and 
to exercife jurifdiflion over the clergy of the church of England 
in thofe parts, is founded on the following reafons :— That it be« 
longs tp the very nature of epifcopal churches to have biihops at 
proper diilances, prefiding over them. And it is obferved, that 
there never was an inftance before in the chriftian world of fuch 
a number of churches, or a tenth part, with no bifhop amongft 
them. 

In reply to this, we beg leave to remark, that the whole of this 
argument ialls to the ground, unleis the archbifhop reftridls it to 
nations where epifcopacy is the eftabliihed form of church govern* 
ment; in that cafe indeed it would be ftrange, if there-were no 
biihops refiding among them, or within fome thoufands of miles 
from them. But where epifcopacy is not the eflabliihed, nor the 
prevailing fyllem, it Hands only in the light of a tolerated religion 
in countries where epifcopacy is the e((abliihment. And, for thit 
reafon, no bi(hops are, or ought to be allowed. And according- 
ly we find there are not any m Scotland, in Holland, nor in our 
American colonies, though there are a great number of epifcopa- 
lians in each. 

But the late archbifhop was h well verfed in the politics of this 
world, that, had it been for his purpofe, he could eafily have re- 
colleded a flanding political maxim, which is no where more 
Uri^ly obferved than in England, with refped to the diAenters 
from the edablifhed religion, it is this : — Ne^er u fuffer any fe£t 
ff religion^ differing from the eftahlijbed churcbf io enjoy fuch privi* 
leges in the ftate^ as may enable it to <vie nvitb the eftablijhed religion^ 
9rt in proee/s of timet to gain the afcendancy o*ver 1/.— This maxim 
adhered to with the impartiality which equity didates, and which 
candour ought to point out to Chrift's pretended vice-gerents on 
Mrth^ mull for ever put a negative on the appointment of biihopt 

for 
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for the American colonies, where two ftR$ in particular, t^ 
fuaiers^ and what we call the dijftnurs^ may be fliled the eflablifh- 
ment. For if weak minds are caught by the external pomp and pa- 
jade of leligion, and by the afTumed dignity and facrednefs of 
prelacy, is there not a danger that many of the unliable members 
of their church may be drawn afide, that the epifcopal party may 
in time grow to a formidable head, and by fowing the leeds of re- 
ligious di^ention among a people, who dwell together in unity and 
brotherly love, may dilbrder their whole conftitution, difturb their 
police^ f ubvert their particular regulations, calculated to promote 
Induftry and frugality ; and in fome future era, produce a more 
fata! diviiion, and a more impolitic ftagnation of their commerce 
with the mother country, than what prevails at prefent through 
the mad -headed operations of an imbecile adminiilrationy molefU 
ing them in the enjoyment of their civil rights. 

But confirmation, fays the archbiihop^ is an ofEce of oar church 
derived from the primitive ages, and when adminiftered with due 
care, a very ufefulone. And if the Americans are denied it, unf> 
kfs they will come over to England for it ; they are in eflFedi pro- 
hibited the exercife of onie part of their religion. 

One would hardly imagine, that a proteilant archbifliop fhoul4 
have been fo wea^ or bigotted, as to leave an order in writing fop 
printing fo idle a letter in 1769 : at a period when moderation \x^ 
religious opinions, and an indifference about immaterial ceremo- 
nies, is the chara^eridic of the times, and even the church of 
Rome is making fome advances towards a reformation in thele 
matters. Will the advocates for epifcopifing America, fupport 
this feeble argument of the late archbifhop ? I hope not : but leil 
there ihould be fome among them fo abfurd : it may be necefTary 
to remark, that the archbifhop himfelf only pleads for the antiqui- 
ty of the cuilom, and its utility, when properly adminiftered* 
Now we will appeal to the clergy of the church of England at 
home, and fairly a& the queflion, if confirmation is not difufed 
every day more and more, and if, notwithftanding, the people art 
prohibited the cxercife of one part of their religion ? We will take 
the liberty alfo to afk the redor and the curate of St. Martin's in the 
fields, if they ever once thought of aflcing the many grown-up 
lords and gentlemen, to whom they have adminiftered the holy fa- 
crament, as a qualification for pofts of honour and emoluni6nt««v 
If they bad been confirmed by a bijbop ? Few redlors or curates would 
have the impertinence thus to catechife people of quality, and it 
cannot be doubted, that if the officiating prieft had afked lord 
W — y — h, Mr. R — R— g — y, or that finical hackney wit George 
A — s S— n, fuch a queftion, be would have been roafted to death 
at Betty's before o^e in the afternoon, and have been the ftand- 
ing jeft at Arthur's for a month. But we will carry the point a 
little farther ; and venture to affirm, that one-half of the people^ 
receiving the communion in the parifti churches of London, have 
never been confirmed, and indeed how (hould they, unlefs ad- 
▼ertifements for confirmation were as frequent| as for public en ter- 
Z 2 tainmi^i » 
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fainments, in which cafe perhaps the right reverend fathers ia 
God would complain bitterly of the fatigue of their holy oHices, 
4nd of the expences attending fuch hard duty. Sti Peter, if he 
really was a bifhop, would not have been fo embarraiTed, for he 
would neiiher have tii>ed his horfes, ftrained the fprings, nor have 
worn out the wheels of his coach on fuch an occafion. 
^ If then fo little attention is paid to the ceremony of confirma- 
tion at home, at a time when the morals of the people are totally 
relaxed, would it not be better to reftore church difcipline in this 
country, where it is fo much wanted, than to be fo folicitons aboat 
it in a country where the people in general areof afober^ virtuoas 
complexion, and may be very fafely admitted to the holy commu- 
nion, though they have not been coniirnded. Beiides it may bo 
prefumed, that the end of confirmation is anfwcred, if the clergy- 
man who adminiHers the facrament to adults for the firft time, 
fimply interrogates them upon the grand articles of the chriftian 
religion, and receives a folemn verbal acknowledgment at the al- 
tar of their belief in them, and of their readinefs to take upon 
them the vow made for them in baptifm. 

In another part of this letter, the archbiihop obferves^ " that if 
they have ho ordinations in America, they muft either fend per- 
fons hither to be ordained, or take /uch ds come to them frooi 
hence." After having ftated the inconveniences attending the 
fending their fons to be ordained in England : he draws an infe- 
. rence, that they muit chit fly be fupplied from hence ; and adds 
this curious remark, which it is furprizing he did not alter, 
as he lived to fee the Scoui? devoted to government, though eftranged 
from the public. — *• Not many in proportion will go from hence, 
** but perfons of defperate fortunes, low qualifications, and bad 
^* or doubtful characters, who cannot anfwer as they ought, the 
•* end for which they are defigned ; and it deferves obfervation, 
** that a great part of them are ScotcL I need not fay what chance 
•* there is that epifcopal clergymen of that country may be dif- 
V afFe^ed to the government.** 

Thanks to archbiihop Seeker, whofe pious memory will be 
undoubtedly held in veneration, by the Scotch, we have now found 
out the orieinal author of the odipus national diftindlions fo much 
complained of by our northern brethren.: and by giving our im- 
agination a little fcope, we may account for tl>e propagation of 
them. The archbiihop revived the dying embers which had been 
almoft f^xtinguiihed with xhe rebellion of 174^, by this letter to 
Mr. Walpole, written in 1 750-1. John Wilkes and Charles 
Churchilj ; the iir(l, from his connedtion with lords of the treafury, 
and of trade and plantations ; and the latter on his private viiits 
to the archbjihop, which were frequent ; got fight oi^ this curious 
letter, and follo\ying his. pious example, they attacked the Scotch 
lords and commons, iq the North- briton, and gave them much 
the fame character as tlte archbiihop had given to the epifcopal 
clergy of Scotland emigrating to America. But how Dr. Seeker 
could be fo out in his politips, or hi^s editors, as to let fuch an ob- 
fervation he printed in 1769, is res^y aftoniAiing« A very ufeful 
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hint to the public is thrown out by the archbifhop, when treatiPg 
of the limited powers to be granted to the propofcd American 
biftiops, — he fays, ** that one grand obje^lton to the fcheme is, the 
" danger of increaiing church power by means of fuch an edablifh- 
** ment," and adds — " for my own part,and I believe my brethen ia 
** general are of the fame opinion, I have no imagination that 
** bifliops are intitled to, or that it would be right to give them, 
•* every where, the fame powers and privileges, that we happen, 
*• by the particular conftitution of this country, to poffcfs here^ 
** Several parts of that conftitution might, perhaps, full as well 
** have been formed otherwife. — All our temporal powers and 
•* privileges are merely conceflions from the Itate; and the aft of 
*' parliament for the fuffiagan bilhops, under which feveral were 
** made in the laft century, and others may now, exemplifies fo 
** fully the poilibility of bilhops without peerages ; and coafiilory 
*' courts ; that we need have no fear from appointing a few fucU 
^* biihops in America." 

As we do not remember that the bifliops have ever ftood up for 
the privileges of the people, or the defence of the proteJlant in-i 
terell againft the inroads of popery (except the feven worthy pre- 
lates who were fent to the tower in the time of that (hallow tyrant 
James IL) it were to be wiflied, that the fuffragan bilhops for the 
future, were without peerages, as they are in general paffive flaves 

to a— r n, and only to fervc increafc the number of their 

tools. 

As a proof of the archbllhop's Ikill in politics, take the fol- 
lowing paffage.— ** If the fcheme Ihould be brought into par- 
** liament, Tome n>embers may oppofe it, blinded by ill-will to the 
" ecclcfiallical part of our conftitution. But furely thefc will not 
•* be many. Befides, the adminiftration will eafily quiet fuch of . 
" them as are their friends. Then the taries muft be for biftiops, 
" if it be only to preferve their credit, and the remainder wijl 
** probably find themfelves too inconfiderable to ftir." 

Upon the whole, the archbilhop allows that the failure of fo 
many attempts in behalf of this fcheme, is prefumption more than 
enough of there being fome infuperable objedion to it. Yet, 
notwithftanding, he advifes the favourers of it not to give up the 
caufe, becaufe fome great men have continued as fteadily to 
approve, as others to disapprove of the appointment of biftiops for 
America, and becaufe it is certain that many defigns have been 
long frullrated, or poftoned on one account or another, which at 
length have been executed, and found beneficial. 

Till fome abler advocate than the late Dr. Seeker fliall arife 
to prove that it will be the intereft of this kingdom to increafe the 
unhappy divifions between Great Britain and her colonies, by as 
flagrant an invafion of their religious, as has been attempted of 
their civil freedom, this fcheme will not be encouraged, but will 
be conftantly rejedted by thofe who have the management of the 
affairs of the colonies, as it was by the late lord Walpole, who 
appears to have taken infinite pains to afcertain the merits and 
demerits of the propofal ; and to have put a negative upon it,; 
after the moft candid en<][uiries ^nd adcure deliberation^ 
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f%^ PoUtUdt CondttQ of thi Earl of Chatham. %^», U. Beckete . 

TH I $ remarkable pamphlet is written by a ftannch fnend of 
the earl of Bate, and of the prefent adminiftration ; the 
Condudt of the former, who is the hero of the piece, is occafionalljr 
blamed, only with a view to make his chara£^er appear the more 
important, and the better to pave the way for his return to public 
employment, when the idle prejudices of the vulgar (hall have 
fabiided. The public may be aiTured that this is another pro^ 
dudion of the indefatigable Vindeg^ alias Mr. Richard W n» 

author of the famous vindication of the d-— ^of G— n, which, 
like the prei'ent work had the fupport of lord Bute's political cha- 
rafler principally in view. That our readers may be enabled to 
trace the refemblance of the two pamphlets, we beg leave to te^i^t 
them to our review of Th$ Vindication of tht D of G n^ 

page \zi and 369, vol. 4. and as a farther proof that Vindex^ 
and the author of the piece now under confideration, are one^and 
the fame perfon, we recommend the attentive perufal of the re* 
markable letter figned Vindex^ already noticed in this number of 
our work. 

We fhould not have been fo particular in pointing out the 
writer of the Political Condu^ of the Earl of Chatham^ if fome of 
oufcorrefpondents had not given us a hint that they imagined it 
was written by Mr. R y, whofe ^en is equally devoted to the 
ferviceof the miniilry. Our thanks are juftly due for the intel* 
ligence, and we are well aiTured that our candid friends will not 
be oiFended at the pains we have taken to eflabliffi our opinion, 
though it differs from the judgment they had formed on this 
occauon. 

As the writer always difeovered himfelf to be an enemy to the 
civil liberties of mankind, it will not appear extraordinary that 
the prefent pamphlet fhould fet out with an oblique refledtion on 
the resolution ; or that he (hould degrade the true fpirit of liberty, 
which has occafionally rendered itfelf confpicuous in this land 
fincc that happy era, into— « cry ^ liberty y ivhich hath gone abroad 
in this country e<uer fince the revolution^ fubje^ing the people to e*uery 
fpecies of political impofition. To this clamour or cry zho\xi liberty ^ 
though little underllood, our author thinks that ambitious and 
artful men have flood indebted for the high offices of ftate they 
have held fince the acceflion of the houfe of Hanover, ** for 
** arming themfelves with the prejudices of the vulgar they have 
<< often taken the cabinet by florm/' His words are .too remark* 
able to be omitted, and certainly deferve no thanks from his 
prefent majeily, whofe anceflors he reprefentsas the groAefl dupes 
that ever wore a crown. '^ What facilitated this democrati(ial 
*< manner of rifing to the zenith of power, was the acceffion of a 
** foreign family to the throne. Unacquainted with the manners 
** and policy of this country, it was not difficult to work upon 
•« their fears, and to yeil from their eyes the power which the 
^* crown had adually placed in their hands." Aware, however, 
that it was impoflible to find the leaft fhadow of truth in this re- 
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«tark, clann|f iht reign of George the firft, whofe difUn^ifted 
political abilities exempted him from the imputation of being the 
dupe of artful or ambitious men, he defignedly pafTes over that 
period^ though he builds his maxim on the asra of his acceifion ; 
and comes dire6ily to his favourite point, which is uppermoft ia 
all his writings^ abufe of the late king, and of his miniAers, to 
whom he applies his argoment. We fhall now fee who weie the 
artful and ambitious men, who on the cry of liberty, arming 
themfelves with the piejudices of the vulgar, presumed to force 
themfelves into the cabinet, and held their ftation there by 
working on the fears of his late majeftv, and veiling from his eyet 
the power which the crown had adually placed in his hands« 

Thefe were no other, according to our author, than JFalpoU^ 
the Pelbams^ and Mr. Pi//, fo that he contrives to blacken all the 
friends of the revolution, and the old whig interefl, by this com- 
prehenfive attack on thofe who rofe in a democratical manner to 
the zenith of power. •* WalpoU overawed the nation with the 
** power of the crown, and he terrified the king with imaginary 
^* and well contrived fidions of difatifedtion in the fubjed. The 
*' Pelbwns trod in the fteps of WalpoUy and by the acceffion of 
^ family conneflions to the influence of the crown, reigned, if I 
^ may ufe the expreflion, with more fecurity than their pre- 
deccflbrs." 

The audacity of this writer, whofe conftant aim is to eUablifh 
the charader of the prefent times, by vilifying the late king, and 
arraigning the meafures of his faithful fervants, was never more 
apparent than in the citation we have juft given. If he has any 
fenfe of honour left, let him point out the inllances in which tbi 
people tfjere wtraiutd ^ith the power of the cronvn^ during the lati 
reign. Were any obfolete, vexatious claims revived to moleft the 
fabjed in the quiet poiTeflion of his property ? Was the prerogative 
extended in any one cafe, where the public was conlUtutionally 
intereiled ? Was the difpeniing power once exercifed during that 
long reign ? Was the power of the crown exerted to controul the 
operation of the laws, and fcreen the guilty ? Was there any oc- 
caiion given for petitioning the throne for a redrefs of grievances ? 
Was tliere any motion made for petitions in any county in En* 
gland, complaining that the people were overawed by the power of 
the crown ? He will not dare to affert that this was the cafe : Is it 
not then the loweil degree of calumny and falfehood to charge the 
minillry in the late reign, with overawing the ])eople by the power 
of the crown ? No lefs inlulting and injurious is it to the memory 
of George the fecond, to fay that his minifiers terrified' him with 
imaginary and well conceived fictions of difaffedlion in the fubjedt. 
Mr. Richard W— — n knows but too well, that difalFedtion and 
difloyalty chara^erifed one period of the late reign, and till he 
can make it appear that the unnatural rebellion in 1745, ^^^ 
imaginary, and that the behaviour of the fecret abettors of a 
popiih pretender at one of our univeriities, and in many of our 
capital cities, where his health and profperity to his caufe were 
publicly dxank, attended with circumliances of folemnity, by 
7 fomc 
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fcnre v/hd have fibce been careflcd, and taken into the fef vide •T 
the prefent • ♦ • •, were well conceived fi6lions of 'the minifliy 
of chofe days ; he mud appear, in the eyes of all difpaffionat^ men,.' 
to be a ilandcref ef the dead, to ferve the purpofes of the 
living. 

But we are told, " that Mr. Pitt^ infligated by the faccefs o£ 
** Walpole and the Pelhams^ and pofTeiFed of no lefs ambition than 
•• of means to gratify it in a popular government, had long fixed 
*• a plan in his own mind to become the head of an oligarchy^ 
" that might govern at Once independent of the prince and of the 
people.^' We may venture to maintain, that fuch a plan never 
entered into the head of Mr. Pitty whofe elevation to power and* 
continuance in it, folely depended on the opinion of the people. 
None but a madman would have advanced fo abfurd a pofition, 
efpccially after having lived to experience the falfehood of it. 

In the next place, we are informed that towards the clofe of the 
late king's reign there were two fadions fubfifting in power — 
the JV^wftf/^/^ junto, who relied for fuccefs on the hold, which the- 
treafury gave them, of parliament \ and — the family fadion, headed* 
by Pitty which depended upon the favour and clamours of the' 
people, but wlilte each of them looked forward to fchemes to 
ellablifli an unrivalled and permanent power, they committecf 
one error which proved fatal to both. Their plans ultimately 
depended on a life of more than feventy ; and they had fixed 
upon no reiling-place for their engines, beyond an accident not 
uncommon at fuch an age. In the next page we find this error 
explained, — '* they had taken no pains to gain over, by previous 
*• refpeft and attention, the quarter from whence permanency in 
•« office was to be expeded on the demife of the Jate king.'* In 

ihort, they had not paid their court to the p- fs d r and the 

^ of B ■■ ■ e. The Pelhaih fadion had rendered themfelves 

obnoxious at L r h — fe, by a courfe of injuries of many 

years, and Pitt by a recent. defertion and breaking of promifes 
had forfeited every claim to future regard. It was refolved, 
therefore, to commence the reign with a new miniftry, but the* 

great e-^ of B e did not think it advifeable at that time, and 

our author blames him on this occafion, for he thinks he carried it 
into execution, at a much more improper feafon. 

A want of political courage proportionate to his acknowledged 
ambition, is the only fault which this writer lays to the chargd 
of his admired patron ; and we may judge from this, — that if 
lord B — had carried every thing before 'him in a decifive, im- 
petuous manner at all hazards, he would not have been blamed 
or deferred by his partifans, nor have Hood in need of agents^ 
who had more perfonal courage to carr}' his bold fchemes into 
execution. — The prelent ro - y having exceeded all their pre- 
dtceilbrs, in daring, unconftitutional meafures, arc therefore 
likely to continue in ofnce, till fuch time as they have reduced 
the people to a liate of indolence and inattention to public 
aflairs, or have wearied them out, by perfevering in their defpotie 
fyltem, and then their mailer the «-* of £•— — will venture once 
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ttiore to take into his hands the reins of govern naenly which 
this political timidity \\ouid not allow him to keep, at a ieafon* 
when there was any degree of perfonal danger to be apprehended 
from his continuing ai the head 6f adminiftration. That the 
prefent adminiftration are purfuing the Machievelian plan of 

fovernment, adopted by his lordfhip when in office, is allowed 
y this writer, wly> takes every opportunity to expatiate on the 
power of the crown, and if his opinion of the prefent flate of thefe 
kingdoms fhould become univerfal» then lord B-^-^e may promife 
kimfelf a permanency in the highetl office of the ftate, durable 
as his life. His reafoning upon this point deferves the more 
notice, as he conftantly makes ufe of it in all his pamphlets^ 
letters, and eflays. 

*■ The increafe of national wealth and confequence,** accordinj^ 
to him, ** has given a more folid power to the crown than it 
** formerly derived from the O|)inions and principles of indi- 
" viduals. If the prefent age is too much enlightened to be 
•• fwayed merely by attachment and reverence for the royal aa-> 
** thority, it is too prudent and interefied not to adhere to the 
*' fountain, from which emolument fo largely flows. The 
•* crown, in ihort, by the number of places of truft and profit 
'* in its gift, has a much flronger hold of the obedience of the 
<< fubjedt, than in days when prindpU was the only inducement to^ 
<■ loyalty. Firmnefs in the prince is all that is necefTary to 
«* eftablifh his authority, for where the wages are fo great, there 
*< never can be a want of fervants to carry on, •with vigour, the 
«* bufmefs of government." 

In other words the prince in the prefent iituation of things^ 
has no occaflon to trouble himfelf about fecuring the affec* 
tions of his fubjefts : if he can exert the power whicii the 
crown has lodged in his hands fo elFedually, by means of emolu-* 
ments, as to attach to his fervice a certain number of fervants, he 
may carry all his meafures, good or bad, without confulting the 
inclinations or intereft of the people ; for the wages he pays will 
infure him fuccefs, whether he attempts innovations in the con- 
ftitution of the kingdom, or calls for extraordinary fupplies of 
money to pay thefe very hirelings, who are to make his royal 
will and pleafure fuperfede the eftabiifhed laws and cuftoms of 
the nation, and the inherent rights and privileges of the people. 
If men are adlually fo interefted in thefe times, that the crown 
can find it more advantageous to fecure the loyalty of the fubjedl 
by corruption, than to fix it on the firm bafis of a righteous and 
equitable adminiftration, it is touUy ufelefs to prefent petitions, 
and extremely abfurd to expedl the redrefs of any nadonal grie- 
vances, efoecially when thofe grievances arife from that yery 
conduftof^the c;— , which is to enlarge its authority, and 
enable the prince to feign ' independent of the opinions or prin- 
ciples of individuals. It is a great happinefs for thefe kingdoms 
that a do^rine fd unfavourable to freedom is avowed and main* 
teined in the reign pf a pious prince, from whom no fatal exceiTes 
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6f ihe regal nuthmiy are to he dreaded. Yet it is dor i%xty f* 
declare, that if this fubverfive maxim (hould hereafter grow int& 
a precedent^ the fabje^ls of Great Britain muft no longer boaft of 
their national freedom, for they will be abjeft flaves under a de- 
fpotic monarchy ^ and though the prince may be well difpofed, 
yet they will feel their yoke grow heavier every day, from the 
ambition, avarice, rapacity, and infolenceof his fervants, who will 
be always wanting to augment the wages of iniquity, by fleecing 
the people. In a word^ it is a moft lamentable thing to live in a 
time, when the fervants of the Britiih crown fet the people at 
defiance, and proudly declare that they depend for permanency 
in office, on the power they have in their hands to extend venality 
and corruption, by means of profitable places, penfions, or 
other emoluments. What one aft for the benefit of the fubjeft^ 
if it tends to limit the royal authority, or to check nrinifterial 
influence, can pofiibly be expected front the parliament of a 
nation, where it is publicly maintained, that the wages given by 
the crown to fecure a majority in its interefti are too great to be 
refiiled ? And while the caufe fubfifls, which way can the effeft 
be prevented ? Not by the difTolutioh of any one parliament } 
but the radical and or.ly remedy will be entirely to remove the 
iirH caufe of this change in our domeilic politics : the only 
fervants which the crowh can attach to itfelf, with a view of ex- 
tending the regal authority beyond the bounds prefcribed by the 
conflitution, are the reprcfentatives of the people; unlefs, there-* 
fore, the elcdor&. refolve to make the acceptance of a place or 
pennon from the crown an abfolute difqualification to ferve in 

Earliament, it mufl be confefTed that the power of the crown will 
e fufHcient to withiland all oppoiition that can poiTibly be made 
to the word of meafures, and to protect the mofl abandoned, ty- 
rannic miniftry on earth. 

The application our author makes of his favourite do6lrine, ia 
his account of the political condudl of the earl of .Chatham, is, 
that no future patriot, while the power of the crown is fo great, 
will be able to force himfelf into the cabinet, or to rife to the 
zenith of power by the fame democratical means as Mr, Pitt. And 
in fupport of this argument he gives a concife hiftory of the dif- 
ferent adminiflrations, lince the acceffion of his prefent majefly, 
from which it appears that the inclination or voice of the people 
lias not once been conrfulted, either in the forming or difmi£ing 
of thefeveral miniftries that have governed during this period. 
And he fairly intimates that it would betray a want of firmnefs 
and refolution in the f— n to fufFer any man to come into 
office, in confequence of popular favour or efteem. So that the 
hopes of all true patriots are now'intirely blafled» for if the crown 
becomes fo jealous of its power, as to exclude all perfons from 
the high offices of the ftate, who by their virtue, integrity, and 
olitical abilities have acquired popularity, the confequence will 
e, that men will grow cool and inattentive to the interefts of their 
^untry« and cegieftful of thofe exalted charafters, on whom, 
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perhaps, the falvation of this kingdom depends, the \'ery end pro* 
pofed by this pamphlet. For if patriots, the friends of th^ 
people, the zeaioua protedors of their rights and privileges, ar« 
never to be employed in the adminiftration of public affairs ; 
their utility in private llations will be fo very limited and cir* 
cumfcribed, that it wiil jjot be worth while to pay them that re* 
fpe^t, and to make fuch powerful exertions in their favour, ag 
has been cuftomary, when there was a piofpe^t of placing them at 
the head of the mof^ important departments of government, la 
his account of the declenfion of the Grenville adminlllrati n, he 
throws out this remarkable hint, " My lords the bilhops, the beft 
•'judges of minifterial permanency in the kingdom, began to 
*^/mw^ change of weather in the political iky, and they turned 
" their faces to that quarter, from which the gale of royal favour 
** was likely foon to blow.** Whit a defpicable idea does this 
writer, though a tool of the court, give of the right reverend 
fathers in God, who ferm to be placed in the h— e of 1— s 
with np other vie.^ but to give fo many votes to the m ■ r for 
the time being, if he- is likely to continue in ofice» or to th^ 
party on whom they imagine the royal favour will be conferred, 
when the> Jmell a change. 

We are likewife let into a fecret, which we think the writer 19 
rery bold in divulging, which is, that the fentiments of the 
* * • • were againll the repeal of the American Itamp a6l, and, 
confequently, that the carrying that repeal occafioned the dif* 
iniflion of the Rockingham miniftry. At this period he accufes 
the earl of Chatham •• of coming into power again on a different 
^* plan from that he had formerly adopted ; he makes it appear 
^' that he had given up all attention to the favour of the people 
** in 1766, and that he then ftudied how to govern them in tnat 
*' Jiimmary and deciji've way, which fuited the vehemence of hifi 
^' temper and his pride. And with this view he paid a proper 
** attention to the inclinations of the * * * *, and difienfcd with 
** an aft of parliament by proclamation, ameafure extremely flat7 
'< tering te the crown, as it came from a man who had railed 
*^ himfelf to eminence by the favour pf the people, and now took 
** a flep in extenfion of the royal prerogative, worthy of the 
^* genius and character of the friend of defpotifm, the carl of 
** B— e. But though he had ceafed to court popularity, our 
^* author tells us he could not ftand theodiumof the people, who 
*^ had been accuftomed to idolize him in office, and therefore 
*' being ridiculed without doors, and harrafTed within ; the gam, 
** his convenient friend in every political diftrefs, came oppor- 
" tunely to his aid, and he retiicd, if pofSble, with a worfe 
«* grace than ^he earl of Butey chooiing rather to face the feverelj 
^'inclemency of the feafon, than to remain in London, in the 
•* mortifying a.bfence of all his former eclat and political repu- 
** tation. He is charged alfo by this writer with having con- 
*^ cealed a defign, under a compliment, in his late vifit to 
** $t. James* %i which was no other than a fawning foliciiation for 
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«* ph^e, which be had neither the firmiiefs nor ability to retain 
■* with honour ' to himfelf, nor benefit to the nation. Unfortu- 
«* nately, however, for the family fadion, ti?e Gravvilles^ the hints 
•* and innuendos of the earl of Chatham were not underftood at 
** coart. The fervants of the crown were too well eftabliihed in 

*' the confidence of the f n to be fhaken by the appearance 

*• of a man, who has added the folly of age to his natural verfa- 
'« tility and inconftancy. The fhort trial of his abilities in 1766, 
** demonftrated, that however fit he might liave been to move 
** with rapidity the wheels of government in firije of w^r, he was 
•* extremely improper to guide the machine with the more ec[ual 
** motion, that beft fuits the days of peace. He dived a^^ain into 
•* obfcurity, and has ended with little luftre a political life, that 
•* was fplendid, if not wor:hy of fome renown *' ^ 

From the whole it is evident, that from the moment Mr. Pitt 

bad the folly to quit the houfe of commons, and to link himfelf 

into earl of Chatnam, he loft his iifluence with both prince and 

people, and became the dupe oi Bute's party, who now treat him 

. with the contempt he has fo juftly deferved. But let Mr. Richard 

W n refledl, that if he had continued the plain, fpiriteJ, 

honeft William Pitr, and had ftrenuoufly oppofed, inftead of 
coming into terms with lord Bute, all the boafted po'.er of the 
crown, which is now declared **fufficient to refift the dictatorial in« 
folence of popular clamour," would not have been fufficient to 
have prevented his forcing his way to the cabinet, and procuring 
the removal of the grievances of the people. A recapitulation 
or fiimmary review of the political charaders of the heads of the 
feveral adminiftrations already mentioned, follows after this 
account of the political exit of lord Chatham, and the pamphlet 
concludes with promifing permanency in office, to the duke of 
Grafton, fiom his great abilities, and the want of influence with 
the people, or weight with the f n, among the aftive heads of 
fadlion or oppcfition. But ftilly as lord Bute only retired tl^ough timi-- 
dityj and is other^wije defcrihed as a 'vers great mintfiery nuho carried on 
the ivar againft Spain miith greater eclat than Mr» Pitt managed that 
with France^ and concluded a i^oft honourable and advantageous peace^'^ 
and as one ^who ^was courted y carejjed^ and taken into a coalition lAjith every 
adminifiration — If his lordfhip fhould pluck up a fpirit, and de^ 
ffifing a feeble clamour ^without doors , refume the feals, there can be 
no doubt but Grafton will retire on proper terms. And the 
roirrour of Scotland will guide the machine of ftate with that equal 
inotion, that beft fuits the days of peace. 

Cof^tinuation of the Swi/sj a new Political Paper • 

IT is with great reluctance we find ourfeRes under the ne- 
ceffity to remark, that this promifing performance, which bad 
io fair for the approbation of the public at the firft fetting out, 
is not carried on with that Ijpirit, nor fufnifhed with that variety 
,9f important matter, which might be expedled from a Swilf ' 

writer. 
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writer, wlio profcffes tliat he takes pen in hand to make a paiA, 
Wc would n'^'t make an application of his advice that might .ilarai 
bim, if it were not with a view of engaging him to* freih exertion 
of hivS powej-5), that our prophecy may be averted ; but it is very 
certain, that unlefs he fpeedily exhibits fome ftriking manoeuvre 
in tbe political walk, — no more money will be paid for his 
labours, and confequently we fiiall hear no more of the Swifs«— 
foint d* argent point du Suije. 

Our eaders, however, are left to determine for themfelves, 
when we have done our duty in pointing out the defers, oa 
which wc have grounded our opinion. After the perufal of three 
numueriD, we have not been able to coUeft any new informatioQ 
relative to public affair$ at hon\e or abroad, any hints or ia- 
•ftrudions to tie miniftry, or to the nacion in genera! ; any pro- 
pofals for the reHoration of harmony and confidence between the 
* * * * and his ^uhjeAs, or any advice for our political condud, 
with refpedl to the powers of Europe; though thefe are the 
general and moft ufeful topics for a political writer, whofe pro- 
vince at this time is both delicate and arduous. Delicate, be- 
caufeit is impoflible for him to pleafe his * * * *, the miniftry, the 
oppofition, and the people, or, indeed, to avoid giving a6luai 
offence ta fome one or more of thofe, who have all a right to ex- 
pert fatisfaftion from the perufal of his labours. Arduous, be- 
caufe if he would avoid difgufting his readers, gnd linking into 
oblivion, iie muft feed them with novelty ; and not retail to 
them from the ftore-houfes of modern hiftory. Hale political anec- 
dotes, and trite obfervations that have been prefented to the pub- 
lic fo often, under all the various forms the prefs could give them, 
that the mind -bung over burthened with them, peevilhly rejetU 
the refef atur o[ the fame intoxicating dofes. 

The. Sijui/s fliould therefore carefully have avoided falling into 
this error, yet unfortunately for him, and to the difappointmcnt 
of the public, he has hit upon the poor expedient of reprc- 
fentiiig Great Britain and France as two theatrical barns, occupied 
by two companies of ftrollers, under their refpedive managers. 
The ftage and front boxes of the Britifh. theatre are occupied by 
the feers, the green boxes and flips by the reprefeutatives of the 
people, and the galleries by the commohs at large. The rope 
dancers, tumblers, and principal aftors, heobferves, are alwayi ' 
taken, either from the ftage, andthe front boxes, or from theflipsaijd 
green boxes. As to the managers they are reprefentedas heredi- 
tary, a great miftake by the iye, for they are ele^ive ; and a fine 

compliment is paid to the late k , ** who was an old fellow . 

'* of infinite fpirit, and would fufFer no man to tread upon the 
** toes of his meaneft fervant or cuftomer." This piece of refpe^ 
paid to his memory, introduces updn the carpet the French ftroU 
lers of Honiton, called the Htmiienian company ; and we are told 
that the M Elandfordian^ in refentment of a former affront, and to 
rej)el fottie frelh injuries and encroachments, which had been 
ihade on the rights of his troop, the Blandford company, bad en- 
gaged, for fome years before he died> in an expenfive la'w Jm 
7 witli 
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iR^ith the Honitenians^ by which we are to underfland the late vtzri 
and we have here, indeed, a very curious anecdote, which 
ought to exempt the Swifs from the charge of want of novelty ii| 
his writings, if it be true, but we arc apt to doubt it. " It is 
faid, the dd Blandfordian wpuld have decided the quarrel immedi- 
atelyy by fword and pi^ol, but the Honitonian manager chofe the 
more tedious courfe of the law/* We never heard before that his 
late m— y ever challenged the French king to decide the diiv 
ferences, which gave rife to the laft war, by fwurd and piflol ; 
and though we will readily allow that the good old k — would 
have laid down his life for his fubjefls, in whofe caufe he riiked 
it more than once in the field of battle, the inexpediency of fuch 
an offer is too glaring for it to gain credit. Which way could 
iingle combat between two fovereign powers decide the claims of 
the contending fubjeds of each, to particular tradls of land, or 
commercial connections ? Certainly no, it muft be the general 
force of arms, and the firm poffeffion which conqueil gives, that 
alone can terminate fuch difputes. The S<wifs therefore is repre*- 
henfiblefor reprefenting tYi^old Blandfordiany who was a found po- 
litician, and though a brave, yet a prudent warrior|» as a foo} 
and a madman. , 

*• The old Blandfordian dying fuddenly, in the midft of tri- 
umphs and fucceffes, his grandfon fucceeds him^ and though the 
old man had left him an excellent troop, with Mr. Pitt at their 
head, who cut fuch capers, that the country people began to 
think th^ devil was in him, that he was enchanted, and that there 
was nothing he could undertake, but what muil fucceed with 
Jiim; the young manager did not thoroughly like him, and juft 
as he was going to take a higher leap than ever, "he gave him a 
ily twitch by the jacket, and brought him flat on his back, upon 
which he inftantly quits the ftage, and a Scotch highland piper 
takes his place, through the recommendation of the mother-ma- 
nager,^ this brings on the negociation for the late peace, and the 
character of the arbitrator employed by the Scotch piper to con- 
clude it, is thus defined, — ^* He was aa old blind ufurer, — a 
** fellow immenfely rich, though really not worth a groat, for he 
*' never had a groat for a generous purpofe. Nobody doubted 
** his loving the French company and their dances better than 
<< the Englifh, yet it was not compaflion for the ruined ftate of 
'' the former, that moved him to make the peace, for compaflion 
*' was a feeling foreign to his natpre ; it was, never fully proved 
** to be bribery and corruption, for it was never known he rc- 
*'• ceived any thing from the French manager,buta papier-machee 
'* fnufF box ; and even that would not have been known, if it 
*' had not been pickt out of his pocket fome years afterwards, at 4 
** public hop at Blandford. The motive he himfelf a^gned was, 
•* the great advance of the poor's rates in his own pariOi.** 

Mercy on us ! it is better to be a wandering jew, than a chrif^ 
tian d— ~ ot B- d with fuch a charadler. 

The caiitinuation of what the S<wi/s calls the delightful and in- 
ftruflive hiftory of the threatrical barn, is poftponed to make 

room 
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)x>em in the next paper, for the appearance cf the perfbn met* 
tioced in the firft number^ as having advifed our author to fix on 
th^Swifs as the propcreft title, under which, to offer his ferviceg 
CO the public. The $<wt/} calls this friend his ofher/ei/, and dif* 
tinguilhes him by the name of the Spartan^ who represents him- 
fclfas having made invariable uniformity and confiftency of cha- 
racter, xYitJimpUx duntaxat et umtm of Horace, the pride and bufi- 
nefs of his b'fe. He recommends the fame plan to our author, 
and the title of the Swi/s^ as admirably fuited to k«ep it up with- 
out reproach, for the S^wi/s may be uniform and confident with 
his principles, to fi^ht for them that pay bed, whether he writes 
for, or againft admmidratioti. And the Spartan further obferves, 
that many vicious charadler/ have been remarkably uniform and 
confident in their condudl. Whereas the moft efieemed charadlers 
have been as particularly inconfiftent : Lord Chatham is produced 
as an indance of the latter, and Col. Charters of infamous 

snemory, with his grace the d — of G n, of the former. Th« 

proofs of the premier's confiftency, are givenina feries of public mif- 
condu6l, which includes the cafes of Wilkes, Allen, MacQuirke, &c« 
and we are forry to find the fame fentiments adopted, the condu6l 
of the fame minifter arraigned for the fame faas, and the very 
fame words almoft literally made ufe of, by another frienJ of our 
author, who correfponds with him on the fubjed of the Spartan* % 
confiftency, and under the fignature of lago gives us over again, 
all thefe common worn-out topics ; for the truth of this obfer- 
vatioh fee No. iv. p. 26. and No. v. p. ji. All the difference 
between lago and the Spartan, is, that the Spartan recommends 
uniformity and confiftency, and holds out the d— of G— — n, 

lord M— f d, and lord H— d, as confident in obnoxious 

neafures ; and that lago makes his ideas of conjtftency to cwfifi 
in being confifiently inconjtftent ; and on this definition he accounts for 
the Condua of the premier, of the d — of B— d, whofe fnuff- 

box is again brought up, of lord C m, and George O— w. 

To conclude, there is fuch fterility of fentiment, And of political 
matter, that the facetious difpofition of the author will not atone 
for it. In a production of this fpecies we muft be informed and. 
inftru6led, as well as entertained. 

The Plebeian, or the Grievances of the PeopUy No. i« 

PROPOSES to undertake the caufe of the common people, 
whofe i^uation is reprefented as truly deplorable, arifing 
from the grievous and enormous taxations on many of the nece£ 
farie^s of life, and from the amazing progrefs daily making la 
the diabolical fcheme of monopolizing and engrofling them. To 
this laft evil our author attributes all the difcontents, tumults, 
and diforders, which have difquieted the kinedom for fome time 
paft. Here he is a little out in his politics, for the price of pro- 
vifions has nothing in common with thofe grievances, which have 
been the occafion of the principal popular difcontents. Such as 
deprivation of the freedom of eleaions, of trial by juries, the 
embezzlement of the public rcveoucs, &c,— but our author pro- 

aifsi 
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jntfes to ieted the infamous monopolizers tnel ibredalfers of the 
necelTaries oflifb, and to hold diem out to the public in fach 
odious coloUfs, that the legifiature may be induced, from the pe- 
rufal of hU account of them, to take fome meafprcs to f enoedy the 
evil. Indeed, as he obferves, " it is furprifing that nothing im- 
portant has been done in this affair," notwithftandrng the royal re- 
commendation of our beloved fovireign to the laft parliament, to 
enquire fiito, and put a flop to this dangerous and pernicious 
practice* " A paper founded on fuchta beneviDf(^ plan, cannot 
fail of niee ting with fuccefs, if tte author fuiiftjis his engagement 
with the public ; for which purpofe we hope he lias taken pains to 
' ^o to the bottom of the engromng fgheme; and that he will not 
only qonvey fome important information, but alfo acquit himfelf 
with honour, in the more difficult province, which has puzzled our 
legiilators and juftices of the peace, of applying a fufficient xc^ 
medy to this fore difeafe in our body politic. 

L O N D O N, Auguft H-. .-'./ '''"" 

This day the following Gentlemen waited on his Majeityat St. James's witk 
the Petition from the Freehokiers of the County of Surry s 

The Hon. Peter King, i Jofeph Ma4tin, £f^| 

$ir Francis Vincent^ Uh I An, Cbapman, £f()j 

Sir J of. Maw bey, Bart. I Jpfcph Clarke, Efqj 

Sir Anthony A.bdy B^rt. met the above Gentlemen, previous to their going ttf 

couft, at the Thatched-houfe tavern j but being greatly indifpofed with tic gout, 

could not attend them to the pakce. 

On the kmg*s retura £r«n shn drawing roomj Sir Francis Vincent, Bart, tlie 
worthy Repre^ntative of the County, prefeated the Petition to his Maj«ftyjy 
which was owilf graciouOy received, and is as follows: 

To the K I N G*s Moft Excellent Majefly. 
Theiiumble Petition of the Freeholders of the County of Suny, 

* Moft Graci«u9 Sovereign ! • 

* WE, your Majefty's moft duUful aind.l<>y»l SutjcAs, the TreehoUUrs of the 
'^County of Surry, from a grifefi^^nfe of the ineftimabie Blefllngs which thi3 

* Nation has enjoyed under the^jriild and equal Government of your Majefty,. and 

* yonr iliuftrious Predeceflbrsofthe Houfe of Brunfwick, and from a fteady At- 

* tachment. Zeal, and Affection to your Royal Perfon, and Family, think it our 
' Duty to join with our injured Fellow-Siibjeds in humbly pfferiog to your Ma« 

* jefty our Complaints of the Meafurea adopted by pernicious CounfeUors, who> we 

* apprehend, have countenanced and advifed a Violation of the fitik Principle of 
# « the Conftitution. 

* The Right of Election in the People, which is the Security of all their 

* Rig^its, is alfo the Foundation of your Majefty's j we cannot therefore forbear 

* be;ng alarmed when we fee that firft F^nciple violated in the late Inftance of 

* the MrwTLESBX Election. 

* We nave feen, Royal Sire, with great Concern, an Application of the Fee x- 
• *.HoiiJ^XR»of the County of Middlefe^, made by their humble -Petition to the 

^ Houfe of' Commons complaining of that Meafure, defeated; and it is with the 

* utqioft Rclu£lance we now iind ourfelves conftrained to appeal to your Sacre<i Per* 

* fon, from whofe Juftice and Goodnefs we can alone hope for Redxefs. 

^ We therefore moft humbly implore your Majefty, that you would he ^graci- 
< oufly pleafed to give us fuch Relief as to your Royal Wifdom ihall feem mcet^ 

* by an' Exertion of that Prerogative which the Conftitution has fo properly placed 

* in your Majefty^s Hands, 

' And your Majefty*s Petitioners (hall ever pray, Uc* 
The Petition was ligned by 1494 Freeholders, which Number was deemed 

fufHciQAt, as feveral Gentlemen, who were appointed to prefent it, were obliged 

the nex^ Week to go into diftant parts of the kingdom, and as they are cortainly a 

|reat majority of the Freeholders refident in the County. 

In feveitl parts of the County the PeUtiOB was never once offered, Qwiog Ifk 

the waat of tiiQc for that purpofci ^ ^ 
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A full Vmdicathnijf.the-Uveryof Lemipn's Petition to his MajeJIy^ , ■ 
as to thsiGhargt .upov.tht mtnijiry ofraif\ng a Revetfui in our 
Colonies ly Prirdgative. ' ' ■ 

To the Printer of tb«i P O L I f I C A L R E G I S t E Rj, , 

SIR, . •-: ":;'.' ,, ■ '. 

THE writers for the pripfentniimltry have been fobrig pi'dt- 
. tifed tn (bandal ajso abafe', falilhood and mifreprefentatioh^ 
that it would be iw vain to feek lor truth, Tairnefs and decency' 
in them, as wirdontt ^nd public fpirit in tlieir niafi&rs. 

I fkouhl be glad tp'ic^owVhat reafon can be a^gncid fbr this 
unnatlSraPdeviadon from all thit is good and. manly;, \yhat plea 
they have to'offer iii their own dtjfenc^, that tan carry a little more 
weight thkn the <fommon tone, of thcf virtoe of the age they live 
in, in which, no iftan is expeded to facrifice a, dinner to truth and - 
jdftice. The folution of tnis difficulty, L recommend to CreOn, 
as a proper fubj6d for his next 6flay on , moral . obiigatiOii^ 
In which, (If his genids will ftand his friend) he may 
introduce a moral juitMcatioa of that itn^n, who, while he 
enjoys a peniion of three 'hundred pounds per annum, publicly 
declares, " he receives nothing from the govi^mmcnt, but thai 
protediori which every fubjed enjoys in common with hi'mielf. ' . 

Suppofe it be granted, that the tenure by which thefe wriicff ' 
h6ld their pay, places or penfions, may be an obligation, occa*. 
iionally to forfwear what they know ; even in that cafe, no power 
on earth can oblTgcthem to believt what they f wear. Therc/ore, 

Vol. V. • ' . :Bb . ' ' > - . -> « ihe> 
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the beft chance wp have to lift the truth ont of gentlemen under 
fuch embafraninenf) mud Bel>)/^ reverliiig tbepra^ke relating to 
evidence, and examining them not upon their knowledge, but 
tlupir.bjjiiet 

• 1 do not introduce thcfe obfervations as a new difcovery, ora 
matter of information to the public. The attentive reader, no 
doubt, has long ago obfervedvthe fame himfelf. My view is only 
to put the unwary reader, who 19 not fo well acquainted with 
^ thcfe gentlemen, upon his guard againft being impofed upon by 
their reprcfentation offals. 

Philo Britanniaehas diftinguifhed himfelf, in the Public Ledger. 
of the eighth of Auguft, by his low unmanly abufe of that re- 
fpedtable body, the Livery of the city of London, on account of 
their late petition to his Majeily. His^ attack upon the eighth 
article,of their con^pUint^ miiy fetye fof; an. example of h^s me- 
thod of operation. The fuccefs of this manoeuvre ihall be the fub- 
jed of our prefent inquiry. 

Ta prevent all mifundcrftanding, it will be expedient to give 
a fair and true copy of the eighth article df Complaint ffom the 
petition itfelf, rather than to depend upon this author's partial 
quotation. This charge upon thcminillry is, that " They have 
eftablifhed numberlefs unconditutioiial regulations ahd taxations 
in our colonies* They haye caufed*a revepue to be raifed in fome 
of tbem by prerogative. They have appointed civil law judges- 
to try revenue caufes, and to be paid from out of the coiuieinQa- ^ 
tion money." 

P^ilo.Britanniae has prudently flipt by the latter part of tiis 
complaint ; and, perhaps, he would have a£^ed foil as wifely, if he 
had done the fame by the former part of it. But that was too 
heavy a charge upon his mailers, to be fuffered to pafe without 
fome notice. The foJUowing are his remarks, upon, it. 

*S Fi om hence, an impartial reader would infer* that the ml- 
niHers had raifed taxes iM promulgated laws over the colonies,, 
without the authority of parliament, or any other than their owa. 
j^erevvill and pleaiure. If that is the cafe, they are highly* 
culpable and. puniftiable," And again, •• If 00 taxation or regu- 
lation has taken place in America without parliameatary au^hp- 
rity,. who is arraigned by this article ? The miniAers or their 
niafters?'' 

The J a ft quellion ftands in need of an explanation. .For, really, 
I. am not fo.well acquainted with the minivers, as to know, whom ' 
they call their roafters, or, whether they acknowledge, any mafter^i 
al all, or. not. And yet, I mud allow,, that minif!crs of • (lat^ 
a^ no mafters known to the conilitution of Great Britain. 
. It is evident, this author intended his remarks ihould be under- 
ftood as a fiat denial of the fa6l. He certainly muft know they 
\vould be.fo underfiood. For, nobody can believe he would dace» 
publicly, to charge the miniilry with being highly culpable and 
punifhable; which he undoubtedly has efFeduaOy done, if he al- 
lows the fad to, be true. 1 mufl beg leave here, to alk this author 
oxi.c>|ue(tion. Do you not in your confcience believe, that taxe& 

, - " Have 
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fcave beeti levied, and Are now levying, upon o«r cok>iiffts in 
A^nerica, by virtue of the prerogative royal, without any aiith6<^ 
rhy by z&, of parliament ? If you were ignorant of the fa^i 
yoa ooght to have been a little more modeft in your abufe. 
The Livery of the city of London inight without any breach 
of the laws of truth and decency > have been allowed a more re* 
fpe^ful treatment, than you intended by calling them, <' The 
vociferous patriots of Guildhall :" 

^ Since 1 have taken the liberty to alk Philo Britannis one qoff- 
tion as to his belief* I will befo open, with him as freely to tell 
him my. own ; which is, that it will anfwer no valuable purpoi^ 
to himfelf to convince him of the trnth of a fa£l, which he has 
had the misfortune to deny. But, as it is a matter of great moment 
to the public, that they ihould be fet to rights with regard to a 
fa6l {bintere^Bg to them, I here fend you a letter, formerly pnb- 
lifhed in the North Briton, which will eftablifh the fad beyond all 
di/pute. If Philo Britanniasbe not jpleafed withthis republication, 
let him refle£i, that he fliould have had more wit than to make 
it necei&ry, by infinnating that the complaint was groundlefs. 
^oj Deuj vult ferderi, prim tUmentut.. 

Y B £ G leave to introduce the following reile{lions, upon a 
J. mod interelting fubjedt, with a quotation from the great Mr. 
Locke's treatife upon government. 

•* The fupreme power cannot take from any man any p^rt of 
hifi property without his own confent. For the prefer vation of 
property being the ^end of government, and that for which men 
enter into fociety, it necefianly fuppofes and requires that the peo- 
ple fliould have property ; without which they muft be fuppofed 
to lofe that by entering into fociety, which was the end for which 
they entered into it ; too grofs an abfnrdity for any man to own ! 
Men therefore in fociety having property, they have fuch a right 
to the goods which by the law of the community are theirs, 
that nobody hath a right to take them> or any part of them, from 
them, without their own confent; without this they have no proper- 
ty at all. For I have truly noproperty in that which another can by 
ri^ht.take from me when he pleaies, againfl rav confent. Hence 
it ifi« miftake to think that thefupreme or legiflative power of any 
commonwealth can do what it will, and difpofe of the eflates of 
the fubjedl arbitrarily, or uke any part of them at pleafnr6»— A 
man's property is not at all fectne, though there be good and eaui- 
table laws to fet the boundsof it between him and his iellow lub- 
je^s, if he who commands thofe fubjefks, have power to take 
from any nrivate man what part he pleafes of his property, and nfe 
and difpoie of it as he thinks good. 

'^ But. government, into whatfoever hands • it may be put, . 
. being iniUtuted with this condition, and for this end, that men 
might have and fecure their properties, the prince and fenace, 
however it may have powei: to make laws for regulating property 
between the fubjefts one among another, yet can-never have a 
power to take to themfelves the whole or any part of the fubje^'s 

(property, without their confent. For this would be in efiedt to 
pave them no propejty at all. 
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«« It 18 true, governments cannot be fupported withbot grcfl^ 
charge, and it is £t every one who enjoys his fhare of the pro- 
te£iion» (honld pay out of his eftate his proportion for the main- 
tenance of it. But ftill it muft be with kis own confent ; i. e. the 
•onfent of the majority, giving it either themfeives, or by their 
repreientatives chbfe by them ; for if any one iliould claim a power 
to lay or levy taxes op the people, by his own authority, and 
"without fuch confent of the people, he thereby invades the fun- 
damental law of property, and fubverts the end of goviernment.** 

Thefe judicioas obfervations and unanfwerable arguments of 
Mr. Lpcke, will- be read with the higheft pleafure, by every 
fobje£i of the crown of Great Britain, when he reflcds that the grand 
point here eftablilhed is, by the conilitution of the government 
under which he lives, efFcAually fecqred to every member of the 
community; and will continue' his birthright as long as that con- 
ilitution fhall remain inviolate and in its full vi^or. But l^t it be 
remembei^ed, that it will be in vain to claim this right, although 
the title to it be ever fo indifputable, when we have by carelefs- 
nefs or complaifance once quitted poifeflion of that power which 
Snuft maintain it. 

** The houfe of commons is the guardian of the rights aud 
liberties of the commons of Great Britain, a third part of tlie 
Icgiflative power, and on^ of the three eftates of the kingdom; 
wnich being inftituted as checks and counterpoifes to one another^^^' 
for the' better fecuring ofur liberty againft all, have their diflinft 
and feparate rights, privileges, and powers, as well as common, 
which' ought to be kept facred and inviolate; otherwife our con- 
ditution is lofi. For whenfoever any one of thefe becomes fubor- 
dinate to, ^nd dependent upon either of the other, the civil 
balance, wherein lies our fecurity, is deftroyed. 

** All attempts upon the rights of any of thefe are dangerous 
to the whole, efpcci^lly thofe of the commons ; who being vaftly 
the majority, and the only indifpenfably neceflary part of a com- 
monwealth, their fafety and fecurity ought to be con ful ted and 
|)rpvided for, before that of any branch, and even againU it, 
if ever they ihalJ happen to be inconfiftent. Our conftitutioii 
itfelf, fo long as it fhall be preferyed' unbroken, is a fufficient 
guard againft any invasion upon any of them, by open violence; 
no one of the threfe eftates being intruded with fo' much power, as 
to be able forcibly to tiake from either of the other, any of their 
rights.^* Hift. bf the pari. "170^^. ' 

The grcateft or only privilege the commons of Great Britain 
havereferved to themfelves, which can ifecare their freedom, and 
their independence as a branch of the legiflature, is the power of 
granting money for the ufe of government; of appointing the 
manner in which it Ihall be raifed, and the purpoies to which it 
ihall be applied : which includes alfo a right to be informed after- 
wards how it has been difpofed of. ', ' 

The ftrengrh of this barrier to the liberty of the fubje^ is fo fe- 
curc and cffe^liial, and has in fad proved fo infurmouhtable in 
obftacie to the fchcmes of ambitious and defpotic men, that all 
their wit has been more than once employed in endeavours to re- 

..; , move 
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move it, either by force or artifice; though, thank God, hitherto 
without fuccefs. Miniflerial attempts for this purpofe, when ob- 
ftinately parfued, (beiides the pablic vengeance upon themfelves) 
bave already coft one king his head, and another his crown. 

It ought here to be mentioned to the honour of the reprefenta* 

tives of the commons of Great Biitain, that, even in the moft 

compiaifant times, the houfe of commons has never yet he^ 

trayed its truft in this moft interefting cafe; but always moft 

ilrenuoufly defended this juft and truly important right of the 

commons. Nay, when Aecefiity has required it, they have refifted* 

even unto blood, rather than fubmit tothatunconftitutional claim 

of the crown, a power of levying money, and impofing taxes 

upon the people, under pretence of prerogative. And at laft when 

the government was difiblved by James the fecond, the agents for 

the kingdom, even in that emergency, nobly flood out from eleA* 

ingeven William the third to be their king (although they looked 

npon him with gratitude as their deliverer) until he had agreed 

to the following condition, among others, particularly inlerted 

in the declaration of rights. 

. ** The levying money to or for the ufe of the crown, by pre-' 
tence of prerogative, or without grant of parliament, for longer 
time or in other manner than the fame is or ihall be granted, is 
illegal.'* 

I hope I may now, without offence, fay, that a king of Great 
Britain has no fuch prerogative. It is a prerogative of the fub- 
jeds of Great Britain to tax themfelves ; a prerogative, com- 
mitted in truft by them to their reprefentativcs; and is, perhaps, 
the only prerogative they have, eiFedually to fccurc their indepen- 
dence as a branch of the legiflature. Jf this is once given up, 
all pretence to liberty and property afterwards maft be ridiculous; 
and will certainly be treated as fuch, even by thofe men, who are 
ready enough to promifevery fair beforehand, in order to obtain an 
indulgence with a power which promifes fo very much to the 
aims of ambition ; but which a free people, whilft they con- 
tinue in their fenfes, will never trufl in the hands of the execu« 
tiveof the government. 

Thofe whd are moft defirous of fuch power, are leaft fit to be 
intrufted with it. They alk for they know not what. If they fbould 
obtain their requeft; in the firft ad, the world would probably be 
let on fire; but the next would certainly end with finding them- 
felves involved in the fate of Phaeton. 

' I am at a lofs to reconcile with the declaration of rights, and 
thofe revolution principles upon which our conftitution ftands, the 
levying money ind laying taxes upon the Britifh fubjefis in the 
Weft Indian iilahds," by virtue of the prerogative royal, for the 
tife of the king, his heirs, and fucceffors. 

It is probable that many readers will ftare at this intima- 
tion, not believing it poffible for a miniftry, at tiis time of day, 
and under a Britilh king, to run fo precipitately upon their own 
ruin. But that I may not appear to talk without book, and as I 
^m unwilling to nrifteprefenf the cafe, I will give you an e^traft 
from one of the letters' patent^ which may ferve as a fample of the 
, lather four. •* Whereas 
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" Whereas the ifiand of Tobago was ecfipteriJ by xn during 
the late war, and has been ceded and Secured to as by the late 
treaty of peace. Sec. 

" We have thought iit, and oar royal will and pleafore is, 
and w« do hereby, by virtue of our prerogative royal, order, di- 
^a and appoint, that an impoft or caftom of foor and a half per 
cent in fpecie ihall, from and after the 29th day of September next 
cfirWng the date of thefe prefents, be raiied and paid to us, fuir 
lieirs, and {uoceflors, for and apon all dead commodities of the 

frowth and produce of our faid iiland of Tobago that ihall be 
tipped off from the fame. 

«* A«d we do hereby reqnire and command the prcfent gover- 
nor and commander in chief, and the governor aRd*commaryder in 
chief for the time being, and the officers of the cuftoms in our 
&id iiland of Tobago now and hereafter and for the time bein-^* 
and all others whom it mav concern, that they do refpedively 
take care to colte&, levy and receive the faid impoft or cuftom ac- 
cording to oar royal will'and pleafore figni&ed by thefe prefenta. 
In wicnefs whereof we have caufed thefe oar letters to be made 
patent; Witnefs ourfelf, at Wclkminfter, the 20th day of July* 
%n the fourth year of oar reign,'* 

By writ of privy feal, 
York, and York.- 

As I have intimated above, this extraft may ferve as a fample 
of the other four patents, viz. for St. Vincent, St. Dominica, 
Grenada, and the Grenadines ; except that with regard to Gre- 
nada, &c. where the French had laid a poll-tax upon the inha- 
bitants, that poll-tax (if I am not mifinformed) is alfo continued 
Vpon them, by their refpedive patents, over and above the four 
and an half per "cent before mentioned. 

As this is |)lain matter of fad, let it fpeak for itfclf. I cannot 
fay much in its defence. And all I have been able to meet with, 
as a plea in juftification, is, that thefe were coaquered iflands, 
and by their capitulations agreed to be on the fame footing as thip 
Leeward Iflands with regard' to taxes, &c, and therefore have vir- 
tually confented to this tax, which fome of the Leeward Iflands 
pay. Confequently they have no right to complain that the mi- 
nillry have taken tnem at their word. 

It is not my bufinefs to enter into the propriety on univerfality 
of fuch a fort of confent, or how far the terror of fome can in 
joftice bind the property of all. I will only fay that if the in- 
habitants fhould fpeak for themfelves, we might probably hear 
fome Ihrcwd objedions to it. But the grand defedl of this plea 
in juftification, is, that it appears, to be entirely foreign 10 the 
point, for the queftion is not, what the inhabitants of thofe iflands 
may, or may not, have reafon to complain of; but the true and • 
important qucftions in this cafe are ; in what hands has the Britifli 
conllitution entrnfted the powcrof levying money, ? ■ For what 
end is it there placed ?— And what power does it allow the exe- 
cutive of the government toexercife in our foreign colonies, fo as 
tofecure our own fafcty at home, and their profperily abroad ? 

Th« 
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The power of levying money never was, nor ever cany ia a 
free government, be withfafety placed in the hands of the fupreme 
executive, unlefs mankind, in general, had fewer pa£ions and* 
more wifdom than by experience appears to have fallen to their 
ihare. As the fapreme executive has neceiforily at his command 
the united force of the whole cominunity, for the porpofes of 
peace and order at home, and defence again ft foreign enemies ; if 
the- power of railing money alfo, was put into the fame hands, 
I fhculd be glad to know what can fecnre that communicyy ander 
a~ bold minilter, againfl the Ctvere fcourge of defpotifm. That 
favorite inftrument for this parpofe, a (landing army, would be . 
in hispwn oower to keep, or not, as he might fee occafion* 

This miichief has been moft wifely provided igainft by that 
mixed legiflature, of which the happy conftitution of Great Brl-. 
tain i» compofed. Bat» (if I may be allowed to repeat what has 
before been taken notice of ) the continuance of this bleffing de- 
pends upon preferving- the due balance of the three eftates; 
which cannot be done, without preferving entire and. untouched 
the refpediive privileges ^f each. 

The great, perhaps only, privilege the commons have to fupport. 
their independence, is (as I obferved) the power of railing nK>- 
ney, when they £ad it neceflary, or ufeful. If this fhould once 
be gone, all muft go with it, and a diifolntion of the govern* 
ment enfue. For this reafon it is, that the houfe of commons 
have always guarded this privilege with fo jealous and judicious 
a watchfulnefs as never to fuiFer thehoiife oP lords to add even an 
amendment to a money-bill. And we arc encouraged by expe* 
rtence to truft with confidence in "both houfes of parliament, that 
they will never fufier foch a power to inveft in the crown, which' 
would be equally dangerous to both, as it muil in time render the 
crown .entirely independenyon both. 

This is a cafe, which moft poperly falls under their cogni- 
sance, and therefore. Sir, we will, with all humility, leave it 
to their em^uiry, wifdom and care. And there may it reft in * 
peace, and.fecurity^ that all will be done that may appear ne- 
ceflary, or expedient for the prcfervarion of our excellent con- 
ftitution. 

I will conclude, with - mentioning< fome fads, which I fufpe£l 
have been unattended, to, ormiftaken; and from that miftake, . 
perhaps this blunder of the miniftry has happened. 

On the twelfth of September 1663, the affembly of the ifland ' 
of BarbadoeS granted a duty of four and a half per cent, in ipe- 
cie on all dead commodities, of the growth or produce of the laid 
ifland, exported froni the fame; and granted it for the fupport of 
the. government in the ifland, and for building and repairing forts, 
&c. neceflary for the defence of the ifland. 

In the year 1 664 the feveral iflands of Nevis, Montfcrrat, and 
St.Chriftophers did the fame. 

And the aflfembly of tht Ifland of Antigua on the 19th of 
May 1668, granted it alfo in that ifland. And thefe are the 
only iflands which hareevct yet beenfubjea to it. 
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-It IS. very clear that thus far there was no claiih bfn prerogative 
of the crown in the cafe. All was done by a^s of their own stf-' 
femblies, the reprefentatives of the commons there. 

The reader muft have taken notice that thefe duties were granted 
in Charles the fecond's reign. And it is very remarkable that^ 
though the ifland of Jamaica (which was a conquered iiland) flood 
outy and would not confent to this duty there, yet the minrHry of 
thofe times had more wifdom than to claim a power to doit for 
them, by virtue of the prerogative royal. The fatal confequences 
of fuch a meafure was not yet out of their memory. Therefore 
that ifland has been exempt from it to <his day. 

It mnft be acknowledged, that the miniftry of a future reign, 
had a view of this kind, with refpedl to Jamaica, about the year 
1717. Put, whilft it was under confideration, the attorney-gen- 
ral (who was afterwards lord Lechmere) was confulted upon the 
cafe ; and gave it as his opinion, that any perfon who (Kould ad- 
vife his majefty to fuch a meafure, would be guilty of high trea- 
fon. The confequence was, the miniftry wifely dropt, what they 
had weakly dcfigned. This opinion, it I am not miiinfornied,. 
is now in being in Mr. Lech mere's hand- writing. 

With regard to the capitulations of thofe which were conquered 
iilands, all I have to fay, is, the capitulations agreed to, could 
bind the refpedive contra^ors no longer than during the inter- 
regnum (if I may fo call it) of the capitulation. When they 
were annexed to the Britifh crown, they became in titled to the 
privileges of a Britilh government.— But when Tobago was 
conquered, or by what general or admiral, or what the capitu- 
lation was, or in what gazette it was publifhed, are now fo intirely 
out of my memory, that I muft leave tho/e circumftances to be 
more particularly enquired into by my fuperiors. • 

HAMPDEN. 

This letter was firft publiftied on Saturday the 2d February 
176;. And on Monday the nth of the fame month, a motion 
was made by Mr. Dempfter in the houfe of commons ; upon 
which, the houfe agreed, nemine cofffraiiicente, to the following re- 
folution: 
" Refolved, 

That an humble addrefs be prefented to his majefty, that he. 
will be gracioufly pleafed to give diredlions that there be laid before 
this houfe, copies of all inftruftions under the great feal, aatho-^. 
rifing the levying a duty of four and an half per cent, or any 
other duty whatfoever, upon certain commodities in the ifland s 
and provinces ceded to Great Britain by the laft peace, together 
with copies of all reprefentations from the commiflioners of the 
cuftoms, memorials from the treafury, and orders of council re- 
lating thereto." 

Purfuant to this addrefs the feveral copies were prefented to 
the houfe on Monday the i8th, and Tuefday the 19th of thcr* 
fame month (the titles of which may be feen in the printed votes) 
and were ordered to lie upon the table to be perufed by the mem- 
bers of the houfe. 

Philo 
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^hilofiritaimiastanrwerme ingenuQufly. Is not this (whatyoit 

trailed for) " Coming to fair argument''? What is now^ 

your opinion of the eighth article of the livery of London's 
complaint ?— If, as you defire, ** Vidory (kail declare on 
the fide of truth, juftice, and Public Good," On which fide do 
you believe ihe will declare ? On the fide of the minidryi or, on 
tiie fide of the petitioners ? , 

Notwichllanding what is here pndeniably proved, it is very 
probable, the miniflry's faithful echoes will continue repeating^ 
•* The petition of the Livery of London is ridiculous, and the 
complaint ill-founded."-^— *If fo, we muft be content to let them 
take their own way, and fay they know not what, and they 
Icnow not why. Such barefaced falfiioods cannot impofe upon 
. any man, who is not willing to be deceived ^i n;ult decifi decifi-^ 

After returning my thanks to PhiloBritanniae for this favourable 
opportunity of reviving our attention to fo interefting a fadl, 
which, by this time, may poffibly haveflipt the memory of fome 
cf our worthy reprefentatives in parliament, I muft leave him to 
enjoy the triumph for his victory over his own fagacity. 

HAMPDEN. 

P. S. The legality of this impofition of four and an half per 
cent, was conteled with the crown in the Ifland of St. Vin- 
cent, by Mr. Otley a planter; and the iffuc was ^tried there. 
The jury delivered in a fpecial verdi£l, which was argued before 
the judges of the courts of law, who gave judgment m favour of 
Mr. Otley. An appeal from the courts of law, was then brought 
before the governor and council of the iilaiSd. The governor 
and council, after a full hearings confirmed the judgment of 
the conrts of law. This lail determination was about July 1768. 
Upon this, an appeal was brought before the king in council 
here. The cafe, as I am informed^ now ftands referied to coun- 
cil learned in the law iat their .opinion* and there it refts*. Du- 
ring this neceffa»y fufpenfion of juftice, the duties continue to 
be levied by authority of the letters patent. How long we are 
to proceed in this illegal method of levying money by pretence 
of prerogative, we hope will not be left to. the difcretion of a 
miniftry* who feem {o fond of the. novelty. We rather hope, it 
will not be fuffered- to efcape the ferious attention of our worthy 
reprefentatives in parliament, at their n^xt meeting. 

• We hear that Mr. Otley is juft arrived in England, in or- 
der to purfue this bufinefs, which will foon come to a hearing at 
the Cockpit. 

W-, — . r , . . , — — ' ' ' I I I ■■ ■ ■■ . ■ " 

To tht Printer of tht Political Rtgijler, 
SIR, 

B Y inferting in your ufeful wprk, the following political maJc- 

ms you will oblige an old correlpondcnt, and perh«ps render 

ian efiential fervice to your countrymen who feem to have imbibed 

Vol. V. Cc v«ry 
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verv vague and indeterminate ideas on the Aibjcfts of government 
ana public liberty, in this kingdom, the former they feem gene-* 
rally todefine to be tyranny andoppreflion f knd the latter anbona- 
ded licentioufnefs. Right notions therejlbre of each may ferve to 
regulate our judgments and cool our paflions. 

Cambridge, September 7th, 176^^ 

QUIETAS. 
Political Maxims. 

IN all monarchical governments it is abfolutely neceflkry, for 
the common good to [preferve a right nnderftanding between 
the King and the people. 

It is therefore neceifary that in all fuch governments, whatever 
mifmanagements may happen, no blame or wrong be imputed to 
the King. 

And it is as neceifary to take care that no wrong be done to the 
people — for which reafon when any wrong is done, the people 
ought to have a legal remedy for redrefs thereof. 

The King and the people are like the head and the body, and 
muft mutually depend on each other. The people on the 
Prince for proteftion, equity, found policy and clemency. 
The prince on the people lor aife^lion, obedience and fupport: 
it is therefore the true intereil of the King to govern in fuch a 
' manner as is confiflent with reafon, and with the rights and privi- 
leges of the people. 

And to that end, as well as to prevent miilakes, it is reqoi- 
fite that the prerogatives of the King, and the rights of the 
people be full ailertained and declared., After fuch declaration 
it is equally neceflary for the common fafety, that both be iecured 
and confirmed by the moft folemn compad between the prince 
and the people. 

This once done, and interwoven into the frame and confUtu- 
tion of the government as it is in Great Britain, the fmalleft infringe* 
ments of either, fhould be narrowly watched by the prince on 
the one hand, and by the people on the other— -but when open vi- 
olations tending to fubvert this original compa£l on eitner Mc 
are manifeft, it then becomes abfolutely neceifary for condign 
puniihment to take place, in order to reilore that peace and harmo« 
ny between the prince and the people^ which, a jufl diilribution of 
power to each, agreeable to the original compact, can alone fecure. 
If the people are the aggreflbrs, the King will eafily' iind his 
remedy in his common courts of law, and it will hardly be poffi- 
ble for the people to bribe the King's judges or other, officers of 
jaftice in their favour, or to avoid the heavy fentences which they 
will generally pronounce in favour of the King, by whom they arc 
appointed. 

But if the rights of the people are notoriou fly invaded, as by 
, our firil maxim we have agreed, that is neceifary, no wrong 

fhould be imputed to the King it is no lefs neceifary that 

his fervants whom he employs in the executive duties of his office, 
fliould be anfwerable to the people for gvery mifderoeanour, a^ 

well 
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well as for high crimes and treafons. It is therefore an indif- 
penfable obligation on the part of the prince, both for the fake 
of thofe on whom he thinks proper to confer his bcfl farours, by ' 
patting them in places of the higheft truft and confidence ; and 
out of regard to his people, whom .h'e ought to wilh better em ^ / 
ployed than in finding fault with his government, to- take ' 
efpecial care whom he fixes on for his great officers oif ilate, and * 
if he unhappily makes a bad choice, it is neceflfary he ihonld 
convince the people that he is not direftly nor indireftfy concerned 
in any oppreifions or wrongs they may be guilty of, by difcar- 
ding them on the firft well-founded complaint again ft them, and 
by ufing every means which his fuperior ftation affords him to 
bring them to condign puniihment, in juftice not only to an in- 
jured people, but in mercy to himfelf. That the wholefome fc- 
verity of the law being exercifed on one fet of offenders, no fu- 
ture combinations of ambitious, or debauched, or venal fcoundrels, 
may prefume to feize on the cabinet in virtue of family intereft, 

p y connexions, or which is worfe, female favouritifm, and; 

bind the King and his people in the ignoble fetters of defpotifm. 

The conftitution of Great Britain has happily lodged in the - 
reprefentatives of the people a power of impeaching and profe- 
cuting corrupt minifters, but this power is not likely ever to be 
exerted, as in former times, if guilty minifters fhould happen 
to befecured by the prince, from a fecret approbation of their, 
raeafures. For the circumftances of Great Britain are changed, fhe 
is involved in a heavy debt, Ihe has increafedher territories, and ' 
with them, the dependants on the miniftry, we will not fay on * 
the crown, becaufe our kings have voluntarily parted with their 
beft prerogative : the appointment: of all inferior officers, under 
the great officeers of fiate, from^ An idle apprehenfion that go- 
vernment cannot be carried on unlefs the King*^ head fervants 
have the difpofal of all employments in the ftate, whether eccle- 
fiaftical, civil or military : Thus the ftaff is given out of the. 
King's hand, and let the minifters ad as they pleafe, they will 
always think themfelves infured from punifhment, as the reprefen* 
tatives of the people with whom the power of impeachment is 
lodged, may be brought over, the majority if ^ot the whole, 
to the interefts of the miniftry, by the application of well-time4. 
douceurs. 

Whenever this is the cafe, there are but two more remedies at 
hand for the redrefs of the complaints of the people warranted 
by the original compact between the prince and the people 
and thofe are petitions, and remonftrances to the King. The firft 
has been moft in ufe, and ftands in the rank of the moft humble 
attempt that can be made to open the eyes of a deluded prince, 
and it is remarkable inhiftory, that the people have feldom or ever 
mortified the prince fo much as to carry their complaints againft 
his ruling fervants diredly to the throae, till they had found 
means to render ineffedual the tpore regular method of impeach^ 
ment, by fuch a lavifh diftrib^tion of their favours among the 
fepreffncatives of the people, a.s made it ridiculous to think of 
• * • C c ? , profccuting 
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profecuting them in a hoafe of commons compofed chiefly of 
their own creatures and dependants. 

Petitioits have generally been attended to, and thev merit it, 
when preferred with decency/ order and decorum, ana when the 
objed of them is truly national, and not calculated to promote fe* 
dition, turn ulu and infurre£kions. >. 

. When thefe have fatally been negle^ed, and the ftrvants com* 
plained of have been countenanced and continued in office, 
before they were purged and acquitted at the bar of juflice of 
the hi^h crimes and mifdemeanours they ftobd charged with in 
the petitions, it has been deemed by the bell politcal writers, that 
the original com pad between the prince and people, in a limited 
monarchy like Great Britain, was in faft diflblved ; and the maixim 
eilabli/hed by that compafl '^ that no wrong is to be imputed 
to the Kinff,*' overturned ; and indeed if we attend to what has . 
followed from a rcjedion of petitions in the" hiftory of our 
cpuntry, we fliall find the opinion of thefe vvritfers fupported. 
Remonfbra^c^s fucceeded to unanfwered petitions ; and being 
no where defcribed within the pale of the laws and cuftomsof the 
country, they may be deenaed. extra:ConftitutionaI, and when the 
prince is obliged to remoniirate with his fubjefts as was the cafe 
Vfith King John and other monarchs,— ^or when the people are 
obliged baldly to remonftrate to theii* Soveieign th:^t they can no 
longer bear the ill ufuage of his protefted fervints,— the civil 
compad, is di/Tplved, anarchy is at the door, aud freedom at the 
e/fpence of the prince, or flavery atth^ of the people muft enfue. 



An Effay on the Public Funds. 
To the Printer of the Political Regifter. 
SIR, 

IAM what the world calls a moniedman, being poffefled of a very 
c'onfiderable capital in money, and^ in my own opinion, j 
know the value of it as well as any man living. After having 
fortunately efcaped fhipwreck in the ftreights of Change-Alley, 
i have at length happily landed mv car|ro, and refleding on 
t\it danger I have avoided, a benevolent diQpoiition prompts me 
to affift my neighbours in the perilous voyage to the gold coafls,^ 
6r in other words, in the difficult talk of procreating money from 
its own fpecies.— You know the vulgar adage, money begets 
money. Now, Sir, the only faie way to com pafs this point, is 
tbfetatrue value on the feed, the^«x«r»a a;<V/if before it is fcwn, 
aad then to be careful not to fcatter it on the highways, or on ilo* 
ny ground, but to place it in a fertile foil, vmere it may bring 
forth fruit in abundance. Formerly the lands of Great Britain 
were deemed the moft valuable for this purpofe; but at length 
the poiTefTors of money *became fo numerous, that there was not 
foil enough in the three kingdoms, for the propogation of it. It ^ 
was then thrown into the channel of commerce, and its increafe 
promoted by a diiferent operation. The exchange of other com- 
inodities for money, inhanced its value, and often doubled it io 
the lands of the proprietor*— mutual xruft and conjdence be-' 

r-' fweo' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC ■ 



( 195 ). 
tween man and man, was generkl among individaals; and when 
any branch of a family had an overplas which they did not imme* 
diately want» they affifted their relations and friends for a reafon« 
able confiderationy which at the fame time increafed the ftore» and 
thus they laid the foundation for them to procure fortunes by their 
indaftry and afliduity in commercial purfuits. 

But the cafe has been quite altered fince the revolution* 
and is every day growing worfe andworfe; private confidence 
between individuals, with refpedl to the propagation of money, 
is almoft totally deftroyed, and that Hydra-headed monfter pub- 
lic credit, fwallows up all the unemployed mone^ in the nation. 

Not but that commerce dill fubfiAs, and is faid to be in a more 
flourifhing condition than ever, but take away from it the prop 
of public credit, which is in a decline, and fhe nruft fall to the 
ground.— —Indeed the value of land is higher than ever, and the 
purchafing of eilates is fli II deemed the fafeft and moftreenlar 
method of increafing money in a flow degree. Bnt the mifchief 
is, that both commerce and lands are engroifed by monopolifers, 
who are poiTeiTed of large capitals ; and that the increafe of mo- 
ney arimig from this employment of it, after providing for the 
exigencies and conveniencies of life, is thrown into another 
channel, which deftroys all private faith and credit between in- 
dividuals, and neeiTarily limits and confines monied property 
to a few hands, occaiions continual bankruptcies in trade, and 
jnuft finally be the ruin of this renowned empire. You will rea- 
dily conje£lure that I mean the public funds. 

Thefe, Sir, were created in confeqiience of the revolution, 
and they have given birth to a falfe fyftcm of politics in this 
kingdom ever fince ; the revolution was undertaken to refcue us 
from arbitrary power, from popery and flavery ; and the fund- 
ing fyftem which has fince prevailed, will effeftually fecure us, 
fo long a« it (lands, from any more revolutions,— »-even could 
we fupf>ofe, that the Pope was King; of Great Britain, and the 
Bevil his prime miniftcr.— — The adminiftration of to-day are 
well apprifed of this truth, and having befides, the happinefs *to 
fervea moft pious and benevolent prince, they are thereby doubly 
fecore, and laugh at all the efforts of your bill of rights gentry, 

and your Wilkes and liberty men.* If I were in G— n's 

place, to-morrow, and had W 's proud infolent and wick- 
ed heart, I would bring the livery of London, and the free- 
holders of Middlefex, Surry, Sec. in chains to my feet; and 
make them convert their petitions of grievances into addrefles 
of thanks to. the throne, for the mildnefs and wifdom of niy ad* 
l^iniflratton, and that by the fole means of thofed ■ d funds, 

or fiocks. Proclaim it therefore aloud in our llrcets, and fpare 
not, that the ancient fpirit of liberty can never prevail in this 
land — while what is falfely ftiled public credit, is the hingeof go- 

yernment ;— *-while the funds fubfift,' The people are at 

^the mercy of and his minifters ; and though the former 

pay be the beft of nien, yet his fubjefts may groan und^r the 
tyranny and oppreilion of the latter/ and their grievai^ces Hill 
♦;*'/••''• ' ■ ■ ■- '" ' ■■' fqa^^ 
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remain unredreffcd. Is this the land of patriota ? Were I a prime mi* 
nifter for a few months, and poiTefTed of the fame enflaving princi- 
ples as the prefent a— — -n, I would foon puth to the teft : the 
prerogative of the c— ihould be extended to its utmofl line : 
the favourite ihould be openly carefTed, and I would facrifice the 
manes of Englifh freedom to his pride and revenge; his country- 
men, ihould fill every employment both at home and abroad^ and 
to effed this I would remove every trufty Englfihman, from an 
ambaifador, to a vice-conful, from a fecretary of flate, to a 
butler in the royal cellar : the very fhadow of a jury ihould not 
remain, and the judges fiiould all be devoted to my pnrpofe. I 
would have a p . ■ -t at my difpofal . I would kill witli one 
hand, and pardon with the other : I would fend fire and fword 
into America, and in a word, do every thing repugtlant to the 
freedom, and commercial intereil of this country. What would 
be the confequence ? ■ rebellion ! ——the very point Iwould aim 
at. This could only be Condudted by a few hot-headed land-hol- 
ders, no way intereiled in my darlin? funds, n^ primum mobile-m 
It ihould be my care to permit it to gain ground, well knowing* 
I could cruih it, whenever I thought proper. At the fame time, 
1 would take care to exadl every article of revenue with rigid 
feverity. The taxes ihould be levied and paid into thetreafury, 
but not applied to the payment of the interefc of the loans. 
What then would become of the funds? ■ One hundred 

and forty millions would be fcarce worth iixty at market— 
An army of foreigners would then be fent over, gratis, to my ' 
affiilance, in fupport of government, by the proprietors of our 
funds, the fubje^s of foreign powers. AfTociations at hoine» 
would he formed for the maintenance of public credit: for if 
three per cents fell fixty per cent under par, which they would 
infallibly do in a civil war, bank, and all other paper currentcy 
Qiuil Magnate, or be at an amazing difcount. And not to enu- 
merate inAances, I know a Jack-fmith, at this hour, a free - 
holder of Middlefex, who has the Middlefex petition in a frame 
and glafs, and who has triumphantly paraded it in a landau and 

pair to Brentford, in fupport of liberty, who would be 

the iirft to kifs the toe of Bute, if he thought his three hun- 
dred pounds, three per cent, annuities, in value now about 
270 1. was in danger of falling twenty percent The ftrength 
of this chain would therefore bear me out, viftory would decide 
in my favour, and after having cut off the heads of a few ca- 
pital infurgents, and ilrung up fomefcores of the meaner fort, 
I ihould be able to fay to my S , '* Thatvl was deter- 
mined to keep my poft, and not to reiign, either through threats 
or in treaties, unlefs requelled to reiign by his M ■ him- 

fclf.'' 

But if. Sir, you can imagine, that the majority of this land 
are fo truly patriotic in the caufe of freedom, that they would 
facrifice their property in the funds, or that a majority of public 
fpirited men can be found, who are independent of ihe funds, 
^nd are able and billing to facrifice their lives and fortunes iii 

defenc^ 
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defence of freedom, atnd to oppofe m 1 tyranny. In that 

cafe* 1 own, that oppoiition would be formidable, and that I 
would not be prime minifier with the principles I have laid dowii» 
no, not for the wealth of Crasfus. 

Much, however, it is to be feared, that this degree of patriot- 
ifm is not to be foand at prefent ; but the friends of freedon 
may deer another courfe ; they nlay ufe their bed endeavours, 
under bad adminiftrations, to diminifli the number of dockhoi- 
ders, by rcpiefenting to the lovers of liberty, the great danger of 
being held in miniSerial fetters, if they veft their property ia 
iuch a precarious bottom as i\it fublic funds ; and by making no 
other flir or buille, they may reduce a ■ i^ to tlie laft ex- 

tremity^ For a confiderable fall of the funds, without any infur- 
re£tion or tumult on the part of oppofition, in the time of pro* 
found peace, will always be deemed the cffe^ of a bad a— n, 
and a change mud fpeedily enfue. This condu^, or a total an- 
nihilation of the funds* which is recommended in the writings 
of the celebrated D ■ H' ■ , Efq. feems to be the moil 
. effectual remedy for our grievances. 

If this, however,- cannot be accompliihed, let the generoas 
ions of freedom be careful at lead, not to countenance any mea- 
fnres that may tend to inhance the value of the funds, and by 
raifing them to an exorbitant height, drengthen the hands of 
adminidration, and adminider fuch a flattering proof in favour 
of their cpndudl, as an advance of twenty per cent, on all the 

funds. ^A fcheme of this kind I am informed is in agitation, 

for it is intended to reduce the legal intered of money to four per 
cent, in dead of five. Now, Sir, under a good adminidration, this 
might be thought a vtry beneficial propofal, but in our prefent 
fituacion, no man, I hope, will widi to fee it carried into execu- 
tion, as it mud tehd to encreafe the number of the dependants 
on miniderial favour, who no doubt will be made {acquainted 
with the time when this event is to take place, that they may 
be prepared to purchafe into the funds, before the rife which 
mnd follow upon it. . 

J have already obferved, that a vtry confiderable redpftibn of 
the price of the funds, owing to any infurredion or civil broils, 
would alarm the dockholders in general, and make them dick 
fad to any adminidration, as a means of fecuring their property, 
.which would be reduced to half its value, if any public calamity 
was to befall this nation, becaufe dcangers, and all other indepen- 
dent people, who could take refuge in any other country, would 
naturally fell out, and remove their perfons and effeds* 

On the other hand, the raifmg the value of tl^e funds, beyond 
the jud proportion of the value of money, is an artful plan 
to fupport an expiring adminidration, by a fudden augmenta- 
tion of the capitals of the numerous proprietors of thofe funds ; 
aiui cannot an fwer any one good purpofe to the community, be- 
• caufe the iheafure will not be oT any long duration. The legal 
jntered of money is at prefent five per cent, that is to fay, on fe- 
curity the lead precarious or hazardous, no man will advance 

it 
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it for lefs ; bat On'undeniable fecarity foch A£ landt/ ietemiiaM, 
or life annuities, it may be obtained for four per cent. I 
therefore deem four per cent, to be the true ilandard value of 
money. Now, if an a£t of parliament (hould pafs to reduce 
lawfnl intereft (which is the intereft taken on precarious fecurides^ 
fttch as bonds, promiflbry notes, on the depofite of commodities 
cither periihable in their nature, or liable to great alterations in 
their intrinfic value) to four per cent, the conference will be, 
that the value of money on real fecurities, will f^l to three per 
cent, and then the three per cent, funds will immediately fife 
above par ; and afford a pro£t,to the proprietors of ten or twelve 
per cent. 

Thi^ will engage people to buy into the ieveral funds, arid 
create premiums on each, exceeding the proportion -of the 
intereft they bear, but if a war ihould happen, the tvii of 
fuch a redudtion of legal intereft, with the lole view of be- 
nefiting the prefent proprietors of the £ock8> and of dpgagtffg. 
them on the fide o/ -adminifh-ation, t^Ul evidently appeitS 
For the fall of the (locks will be in |yroportioa> to tko^-^de- 
mand for money, and the terms which government": jnuft 
offer for money on new loans, mail be very advantageqi^ 
as all the modes of. taxation, that are not too oppr^ve'to 
be borne, feem to be ekhsiu^ed ; and it will be difficult to 
find freflj fecurities for the payment of the tntereii: of neW 
loans, in any future war, the want of the& having been urged, 
.as the ftrongeft reafon for concluding the Iftft. I therefore think 
it is but equitable, in orddrta avoid the pernicious con fequences 
of gaming in the Alley f that-, we ihould • conftantly carry i^ 
view, the standard value of money, on the mbft indifpiitable 
fecurity, and never Aiffer the ^ocks to rife above the par of mo* 
ney. Indeed they ought not to be fo high, confidering the 
chance of their falling* on any difaftrous public event. All beyond 
this, js downright gaming, and wbiltf Change-Alley €xifts; on its 
preisnt footing, there as no occafion to prohibit P^^ying at haz- 
ard, or any other unlawful game, fo deemed by the laws bf 
the land; for the ruin of thoufatids, by the md^^rnicic^tls games 
of chance, is the openpublick bufinefs of that lioji.lW " 

To prevent, however, as far as I am able, ilJ' de^ptions in 
placing out money in the funds; all fallacious hop^s.^j well 
as groundlefs fears, 1 have taken' the pains to make out an et- 
&&, eAimate of the prefent value of the feveral fiiiids, reckoning 
money to be worth four per cent, which it undouSte^ly is, for 
1^ can have four per cent for difcounting the beftforeifn bills of 
exchange, . and the fame interell for the loan of my money on. 
good moriages; and I am very certain, confidering the preSAt 
iituation of our pojitlcs,. and the reillefs difpofition of our h3til->. 
ral eneniies, it will not be worth lefs for any cohfiderable timc,r 
in the courfe of twenty years. After comparing the real vila 
of the fundsj with the current market price, you are at liberty 
to make what ufe you think proper of nry eftimation, but if you 
take my advice, you will infeit it in your ufeful regifter 

as 
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lb k <atttxott to the |)ublic.to pc^vei^ttlie lajpofitwii of gi^In^ tod 
high a price for any of the foAjs. 

I entitle my calculatioa — -^An^equatmtakUof the intrinjk va/iH 

. Prdcnt valtfe of moilcy fSar percent. 

Proportionate valde of ^ee pjpr cent annuities is 7$ , 

3 i ditto -i . — .— d/i 

4 ditto ^-^ —.--!•, lOo 

4 J ditto ^ .-^ — iiJti 

5 ditto. i*i — -^ i^S . 
5 4 ditto ' — \ ' ^ , — 1374 
10 ditto . — ' — i. -A 250. . 

This .table 1 advife my countrymen to carry crfnftantly in tlieif 
pockets, always remembieHBg not to fodl away their money, but 
to confider, that it is theiir beft ffieiid, and Will prove their ableU 
aiSniftdr ia time of danger. . , 

I find this very day in the public papers, that the inark^ 
price of three per cent, confql. annuities is 80, whicji is no leu 
thaji fourteen per cent above the real va «e ; what can induce meii 
of property tabe fttch dupes^ when it is fo evident that this fund 
is exor^itantty raifed.abOve leven the others! for thccorrenc 
l^riceof four per cent* confol, is bat lof^ which is but on<^ 
and an half» above the real value. This infatuation of the publi^ 
Jliuft give fpirits to the wOrft of a . ' ■■ ^ ^ %. For while a Ihare 
•^r property in the national debt, which cftaies a dependents 
<)Q government, is preferred to mortgages or purchafes of landg 
to co^evcial conne<^ipns» and to priva^ fecurrtiis, th* 
m— i — y cannot but fee that t4iey« have a conf^derable body 
of the people in their power, who rather than have their pro- 
* J)erty rednccdi by any confidcrahlc fall of the funds, wilt Cort- 
ftantiy exclaim againft, oppofition, and fopport' fteble or everi 
venal, corrupt, a « * ■ ns againft the opinions of the fcee and 
, independent. . • . - n. 

- The little addition to the market price to allow for ianf iritereft 
that may be due at the time of porchafing into the funds is eafiJjr 
computed, and this done, 1 hope tRy table will be found exait 
aiid ufefttl. . 

sq,».to6*, 1,6,. ^ . ' pBctmiostis. • 
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Tb the Sditor of the Polilical Regijlir. 

8 i% 

SrM C£ my laft*. I have been very attentive to all the tranfac* 
tions at thfe feveral meetings of the proprietors of Eaft 
India flock, and I have had the plcafore to iind my fentimJents 
confiribed, refpeaing theprbpofed power, required by the miniftry 
to be vdlcd in the naval officer commanding the fhips of the 
Vot. V. Dd Uae 

• Sec our Regifter for the lad month, page J 24 
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l{li«to*be ftnt ov( in aid of the company. NotwitBfbncBUjr 
all the pains taken by the minifterial Writers ; and the laboured 
Aeeches of the friends of adminiftration at the general courts, 
Cais important point which preferves the independence of this 
great trading company has been determined agamft the views of 
adminiftration, by a very confiderablf majority. ^ 

I iincerely congratulate my countrymen on this freih vidorf 
over the friends of defpotiim, who wiih to extend the minif- 
terial influence of the crown to every, the moft dii!ant» part of 
the Britiih empire. The carrying this point is a proof of the 
growing ftrength of an oppofition founded on the principles of 
public virtue, and plainly ibews, that though the Tpirit of li« 
berty may be fubdued in one part of the kingdom, it will rife 
again in another. Thowgh it be fmothered at a meeting in bn^ 
county, the holy Hame will buril forth in another ; and afibrd 
us the pleafing, the reanimating coniblation that the boailed 
minifterial power of the crown, fo often ibunded in our ears, 
by the toad-eater Vindex, is not fuficient to extinguiih it. 

From a rejeAion of lord Weymouth's requifition, fome of the 
snoi! feniible proprietors, proceeded a ftep farther, and called im 
queftion the legality of the commiiGon appointing' the three fuper- 
vifor?, and alio the expediency of the' meafure itfelf, provided 
the legality of the commiflion was fully eftabliihed. The reafoa 
'I did not enter into the merits of tkefe points in iny former 
letter was, that I took it for granted from the proceedings at the 
general couj'ts held in Auguft, that the commiifion aftel: the z^ 
mendments mad^ to it by the great htwyers to whom it was refers 
re!l would infallibly take place; if not unanimooily, yet by a con- 
fiderable majority, as it con^antly appeared to be the geneKBl 
fenfe of the proprietors, that fuch a commiflion fliould be fent 
out. But I own that having heard the judicious remarks of Mr. 
Orme and Mr. Dempfter, and read the proteft delivered in at the 
^neral court on |he 6th inftant, i cannot but be of opinion that 
the cbmmiffion with all its alterations and amendments, i|s it is 
^now made out, will be produ6^ive of many inconveniencies to the 
company, if not of tJie moil fatal c onfequences to their aifaira 
in India. 

And as there is a rumour current that an order from a fnjieriair 
power has flopped the departure of the fupervjfors, you will do 
the public juflice by recording the moft material objedions that have 
been oflered againfl fendino; them, and Will afford yoiir readers 
a proper reference to this debate which may at a future period 
prove both interfling and entertaining, when the accounts of the 
effeds of this commiflion (if it does go cut} fliall arrive froaa I»» 
dia. 

The fubfcribers of thcr proteft, after remarking that thejr 
deem the commiflion inexpedient, Illegal and detrimental to 
the true inlereii of the £aft India company; and that no mac 
jority of numbers can TanAify an illegality, much lefs a inajorit|r 

of fixtecn declare, that they think it incumbent on them» 

ladefeiice of the rights, privileges, immunities, and poflfeffions 

of 
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.•r the company, all wliich they CQnctlve to he in ^t utmoft 
d^nger'from this commifliont to proteft againft It. Ami ^nongft 
others, they affign the following moft weighty reafons: 

Becaufe the ordinary powers, now vefted m the governors and 
councils of the drtferent pi^iidencies in Alia, being eftabUlhed by 
the charter at large, by the charter of jufUce, and confirmed by 
adls of parliament, thefe powers cannot be faperfeded by any 
ads of the company, withpat ths fandion of parliament firfl ob* 
taiced, by the repeal or amendment of the ftatotes now in force* 

Becaufe they conceive this commiiiion to have been originally 
framed in diredt oppofition to the faid charter of juftice, as well 
as. to an ad of parliament of the 27 th of George thcNfecond. And 
the amendments iince made, have only (erved to render it Hill 
more exceptionable, the powers granted by thefe amendments of 
extingui (hing, and again reviving the ordinanr form of goverment, 
adlibitunp^ or as often as the de&divenels of the commiflipn ihall 
lender jt neceflary, being a burleiqae on civil policv, and an in- 
fult on common fenfe : for the commiffioners hereby receive a 
right of fuperfedin^ the governor and council, whom they are 
afterwards obliged toreinffate, for the exprefs reafonj that powers 
faperior to their own are veiled in the faid governor and council 
by the legiflature. A folecifm of the utmclb abfardity in law, 
as iuppofing that a greater power can be involved in, or derived 
fromalefler* 

• Becaufe, were it even legal, this wanton power of extingnifiiing 
and reviving the governor and cocincil is contrary to the true fpi- 
rit of juftice and policy, and tands in the end to expofa fuch 
j[orm- pf governinent Co mockery and contempt. ^ 
^.Becaufe the governor^ and councils abroad will never fabmic 
iohave their authority, which is confirmed by ads of parliaroejit, 
fupei^eded by commiffioners in whom there is confelfedly veiled 
lefs legal power than in themielves ; a circomilance which cannot 
JTail oiinvolving the company's aifairs. in connfufion anddiilrefs* 

B6<6anre every purpofe intended by this commiifion may Jbe better 
leffeded legally* by the ordinary form of government, provided 
proper men are appointed to the fupreme omces abroad. 
^ Becaufe the commiQoneis would not be amenable to public 
juftice in England, for any mifdemeanors or mal-admihiilration . 
in India, by any ads of parliament now in force : that claiife 
of the ad of the 27 th of the late King, which was inferted for the 
ible purpofe of puniihing the oppreifions, crimes, and i>fFences 
of the fuperibr (ervants of the company (who cannot be tried in 
India, and who before this ad, could not be brought to publ c 
juftice in Great Britain) extending only to the prefidencies, who 
were then conceived by the legiilature to be the highefi powers 
'^hich could govern in India* 

Becauie, by the intended commiflion, no military juftice can bet 
regularly executed, or indeed executed at all, in India; fince it 
^s clear, by the mutiny- ad, that no court-martial can be held ex- 
cept by warrant from the prefidi^nt and council, r^ow the pre- 
^4^^t f n^ council px^ receive no orders fof that purpofe from the 
P d ^ commiffioners 
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temniApners, becaafeatany {>eriod when an prder cati|>e {Aitd t|f 
tH^ commiifionersy ^hie prefident and council are annihilated ; an<| 
^Ip^ the prefidenjt and council are revived, then the commiffioner) 
caii iiflueiio order bf any kiiid. Befides, durinfi^ fuch force oomiiitar^ 
trial (which, could courts- martial fit, mieht be(>refnnied to bao^ 
pen weekly) nobn^eis can be done by the commi doners, for th^ 
inojneat'they beein to aQ, the power of the f6yttti6r, and'conncily 
and confeiiaentlypf the court martiat is di^elved. * ' 

In addttioH to thefe arguments. Mrl Qrme, -with great pro^riety^ 
fntrodficfld bis rtmv^s, which I have f^n't yoo nearly in hisowii 
wordi.' - 

** Heyder Ally, who is the moft fonnidable enemy we hare in In^ 
dia, previoofly hr«ciringpf onr intensions of lending out perfons to 
^ive. vigour to our affairs there^ neceflaHly cOnneAs this idea, 
that thefe |ent!emen are three of the greateft cantalins that eve^ 
went out of England $ as fnch, he has his fears, and apprehehfions. 
But whenhe mids that thefe gentlemen go out^ inerely in a civi| 
Capacity ; when he finds that their power is of fpch a nature, a^ 
mull oltimately tarn on itfelf, and produce confofion and incon- 
tftency, how will his fears vani/h ? .how will'his nit u'ral ambition 
lake fire? he will then either render himfclf more formidable frosi 
bur weaknefs, or extort from us a peace that wrll neither redoun4 
lo the honour or intereiiof this compomy. But fuppofe apeacd 
is already made, how are the civil politics of this country to be 
|nanagea? it is well known two of thofe very geotlemeo that g^^ 
but, do not perfe^i^ly agree in their fe^timtots of the bnfmefs 
ihey are et%^ged in * bay, I ma^ go.^uthtr, by fayine» this diA 
fention has ^tended to perfonahties ; and I am fure 1 need no| 
to poinft'opt tir this courts how apt thefe are to be rekindled opoii 
any divifion of public fentimeAt, ' 

^* I dome now 'to follow thefe gentlemen, to Bengal, our feat 
pf empire in ^fia. ThecotfncU already eftablilhed fhe)«, for fh« 
toioft parti eorifift' of gentlemen of capacity anc! honefty $ two iii 

fiarriculir I will affiroa to be fo, Mr. btipre, and Mr * ■ >■ : Is 
t to be fuppofed thehL 'thaf thefe gentlemen, (allowing them to 
}>e pofleiTed'bdt of -common fpirit)' will longer continue in an of<^ 
fice where they are t>ne d^y liable to be fuperfeded, and another 
day reftored ? would eomthon prudence', ainit a regard for hij^ ^ha-« 
^£ter, induce any gentleHiah to account for meafures tbat may 
not be adopted by himfelf ? what then* will be the iffue? why*, 
thefe gentwmen will refign ; and how their places can be filled 
lip, I do not know ^ -but -as a proprietor, I tremble for the confe* 
^uences/' •..'•• ^ 

' The immenfe i^xpence attending this tommiflion had been no- 
ticed upon- a former occaiion. But was 'a^ain^ brought upon the 
carpet with more weight, when To milny objed ions were flarted t6' 
jti legality and eVpedieticy; Upon the whole, though it was car- 
ri^dby a jmall majority^ there Was'^ll tlie reafoki ih the world i6^ 
believe that the proprietors were at length generally convinced 
that the fuperviforihip would be attended wi«i greater inconve^ 
niencies to the company's MSkms, than ihgCp it was'' intended t6 
i '.. . ^. . ^ . . -. , . '•:■ ...'.••-■• '• remove^ 
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f^oirtf ftodif it be eonfidered that the intereft and infloenoe 
the three gentlemen a{>poiQted who' had fe valuable a commiffion . 
at ftake maft have been ftrained to the ntmoft at the laft eeneril 
'f oqrt ; this majority maj^ be fairly deemed rather an inteVefted, than 
a lentim'ental majority. And accordingly, I doubt not but the re- 
jprefentations of tne v)eiry fen/ible propmtors who wanted to fet a 
pdt the commiffio^, combined with the refufil of lord Weymdcith> 
requifition, will ^hgage the government to (enter into a further 
f onfideVation of the l^^afTty of the eommiffion, and that in the 
end no fuch meafiire will be carried into execution"; And when 
Ihis aiFair is fettled, we Ihall fee what kind of armament our able 
miniftrv will think proper to fend to Alia on thenatibn^s account^ 
to watch the motibhl of the French at Mkuritias^ for if we are 
not befoi'ehand wit^ Hhem,^ be ai|ured they will repay themfelvet 
jto -India for the lofs of Canada. 

Windfor, September 7th, 1760* 

, CUTPS, 

^ ■ ' ... '^ '^■^ ^ ' — ^ 

For the POI^ITICAL REGISTER. 
. iNifSLLfGgNca Extraordinary* 
tT^ H £ Editor of this work, who will always thbk k his duty 
' j[ to commnnicate to the public the earlieft intelligence of all 
political events that happen in any part of Europe,' which toxf 
ikher immediately or uhtnately refpeft the kooeur, profperitjr . 
'^d fecuxity of . Qreat Britain, cannot pa&over in filence a re'^ . 
jparkable cifcumftance mentioned in a letter he>has received from, 
one of his corjT(pondents^abroad,.a gentleman of unqiieftionabl6\ 
veracity, and whofe fituation iii life affords him an opportunity of 
knowing what paffes in almoft M the fea-port towns of Europe. 
)^ writes, '< that the Spanish government ufually4teep their ma* 
tint force diftributed in the feveral ports of the kingdom, and 
particularly, that they are feldom or never without cnen of wai^ 
Auioned at QartbagenA and C«^i«; but, fays he, for what reafon 
I know not, they have been for fome time withdrawing their 
jbips, as it were by Aealth, from tvtty pdrt in Spain,- and have 
colle^ed their whole force at ^^ra/, fo that they are. capable o£ 
fending to fea a very formidable fleet at a ihort notice. Various - 
inre the conjedures and reports on this head, asjt is an iinufnal . 
JfnancBuvre, 'and looks very much like a preparation for wan^ 
^ome think they are meditating a iijdden rupture with England; ' 
iind that fupported by France, they intend to repay the complin 
.ment you paid the latter fome years (ince, by ukin^ your mtt^ 
chant-fhips, and fending a fleet oa your cpafb, previous to any 
formal dejclaration Of War. However, be this as it imay, { hopei - 
your governors 'are not fo' totally engaged in party difpixtes, as to 
jkta^^ taMnj^ the neceflary prestations tb prevent a furprife. So , 
reipedable a malritime' power as /Great Britain, (hould always 
have a fleet oi twenty or<thirty ihipr of the line, equipped, and 
jfeJidy toyut ^> f^ajonany (u^dei^ emergency^? . , 
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The obfervation of our corrcfpondeijt is fo juft, that we caancMt 
f>ulwi(h the nation may concur with him, and that our attention 
may be more ftrongly fixed at this crifis on what paiTes abroad, 
than it has been for iome time paft. It is now the proper feaibn 
for manning a fleet, from the merchant-men that dst letumio^ 
home from different parts of the globe ; and if it, is negletft^, 
it may take many months to colledt a fufficient number of able 
bodied fcamen to equip a fleet. The c^^pence of keeping a fleet 
of obfen'ation in readin<fs, will undoubtedly embarrals thofe whp 
have the snanagement of tht revenue ; but we all kndw that mo- 
ney has been K>und for ferviccs of much lefs cpnfcquence, and 
therefore whether it is obtained by making thofe. refund, who are 
iaid to have embezzled the public money : by a diminution of pen- 
fioas; or by any other favings, it matters not; but (urcly w«j 
fhould never be without our belt bulwark and abkft negociator, a 

VOaMlDABLE FLEET. 

The following extra^ of a letter from povcr dated Sept. aift 
likewife defervcs the moft lerious notice ; ** Ycfterday I arrricd 
here ; on, my way I iell into company with a perfon, whom I af- 
terward? found from what paflTed between us, is an ofHcer belong- 
ing t<!> a regiment of Jrifh brigades, npw lying a few leagues from 
Calais, his natne Q'Farrel ; that he had been raifing recruits for 
that regiment fome time in and about London, four of which wer$ 
then with hrmready^o embark ; but thinkiijg it my duty, if po^ 
£ble, to prevent it, I this morning had them before a juflice of 
the peace to be examined, which he refufed to do». faying that he 
had no orders to ilop jany body ; on which they were diicharged« 
and fent off to fea immediately. I then applied to and acqu^^ted 
the of&cer at the cailie with what had paflfed, who ditedtly fent 
.boats after them which brought back one of the recruits* I ihaH 
make further enquiry into thi^s matter, and be in town in a few 
days ; but in the mean time think it proper that the'^puhllc be ad- 
vifed thereof." 

We are forry. that any magiftrate (hould be ft) negligent, or fo 
ignorant of his duty, as to refufe the required e;camination ; it is 
idle to the lad degree td fay he had no orders to flop any body, the 
^neral knowledge which every perfon in the commiflion of the 
peace ought to have of thejaws of his country, flioald Have beeq 
his guide upon fhis occafion, and there cannot be aftronger in- 
jRanceof the neceflity of chooiing men not only of integnty but 
of real ability to adl in the important oiHce of juftice of the peace. 
It IS to be hoped this magiftrate, whoever he is, will be informed 
by his fuperiors, that it was his duty to have flopped the recruits 
on the firft information, to have lodged them in fome place of 
Security, and to have fent an immediate purfuit after Mr. O'Far- 
jel, whom he fhould have confidered as a cofnmon felon. — ^It is a 
Arange thing, that notwithflanding the many hints that have been 
»iven of the pernicious pra£lice of^enlifting our countrymen into 
Joreign fervice, and e/pecially into the regimenta of tjie Iriih 
brigades in the fervicc pf the French i the officers of thefe xegi^ 
/ :" , '-■■■•- » < * '.pcflt^' 
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aents fhould be continually pafHng over to England, and Chottid 
wear their aniforms openly, as they have lately ^pne, having beea 
metfo dreft in St« James's park and other public places, and j^ict 
that no care (hould be taken to watch their motiqns, and enquire^ 
into the bufinefs that brought them over. The feduftion of our 
fellow fubjefts for this fervicc is the more to be lamented, as thefe 
regiments are the bcft belonging to France, are always put upon 
the moil dangerous fervice in engagements, and have generally 
difHnguiihed themlelves for their bravery. What a pity ! that the 
beft ftrength of our natural enemy Ihould be drawn from home, 
and debauched from their religion, their allegiance, and their af- 
fedlion ibr their native country. This is no new grievance, let 
an Englifli traveller through France or Flanders, take a common 
foldier of one of thefe regiments ailde, and for a trifling gratifi- 
cation, he will hear the dif^greeable hiflory of his being inlifted 
by French officers or their agents in London, at Dublin, and ia 
all other places of England and Ireland. 

In time of peace one or other of the regiments of Irifli bri- 
gades are generatly Rationed at Dunkirk, Graveline, Calais, or 
at no great diHance up the country as far as Lifle, that the officers 
may have the better opportunity of making fhort ahfences for the 
purpofe of recruiting in England^ and to order iire-locks and 
other accoutrements in London for the fervice of the regiments. 
'The jfirelocks iti general ufe among the military in France are bad« 
]y wrought, they are fubjedl to nift fooner than our^s, and confe^ 
^uentiy CO mifs fire. Towards theclofeof the year 1767, feveral 
cheils of arms were landed at Dunkirk from London which were 
publicly opened, and contained mufkets for diiTerent regiments* 
out particularly for the Irifh brigades which were then id garri* 
fon there, all exa^ly marked, numbered and aborted for each 
regimen t« and in March 17 68, twenty cheib were landed at the 
fame place, and the mailer of the ve/Tel being afked, if he knew 
their deflination when he failed from London, faid, he appre- 
hended they were for the Weil-Indies, for which he was bound 
after landing fome other goods at Dunkirk. — So tbat in a future 
war we mult expe£i to fee our own countrymen, and our own arms 
turned upon us. In other countries, officers in foreign fervice are 
particularly watched by order of the miniilry; but here, even 
without the precaution of throwing off their regimentals, they 
can tranfadtall their bu(ine(s fo eiFedually and fecurely, that they 
cannot help laughing at our inattention, and boading of their 
fttccefs before they are out of the kingdom. Of this however, 
wc hope, Mr. O'Farrel will be the laft infiance ; and had the ma- 
giilrate done his duty at Dover, he might have repeated of hvs 
audacity. M. 
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A CARD. 

To the Earl of B— — . 

1^ O U have declared in the Houie of Lords, thatycm wl(hea 
\ it might be. engraved on your toiut>» tiete lies^ tie man^ tuba 
imtde the f tact* We adviie you to ufe ho ^tnco-e iul)terfugip^,, but 
coufefs at once, how moch yott and your wanton paramour, madi 
of tha( peace in' good French gold.— A frank cbnfeffion in time, 
may fajre your head at leaft.— You know there is proof-r-but you 
hope, that the long impnninr of the lord iirho fold Minpic^, may 
be a precedent in your cale, efpecially a$ even mii^derers'.now 
cfcape.— 7Y0U are miilaken : an injutefd natioit will at laft have 
juftice^ and though you both get twenty flgn miatiuals of a mif- 
guided , and even fculk behind his throne, ;]^6u fhali be 

^nigged firomthence by . 

MI H.10KS. 

. ; ■ ■ ^r, ,„. „, ; ; i-i: • -'.' '■ ;, , 

" A ^ IE. C D O T J&v T 

TH E R E is a |;enUein»A well, known in France 
for having btiilt, at his own exp^ence, a magnificentpa- 
villion« for the accommodation of the. king when heroes ji hunt-' 
ing ; for which iingulak- piece of fovi<x he e^iphatically iUIes Jiim- 
&lf the king's /riV»i/. When the D— f W B— -*- was negotiating 
the peace of Paris, and the French minifters waited jOq hii|i at the 
hotel to get him to iign the arttcles,^ his grace was pk^ed to ob- 
ferye totiiem, that he was even iiioi^lhe.lang's friend, ( that is;^^^^ 
french king's friend)' than, MonC — r — ri the payiUion-builder 
himfelf. For continues his grace, he only, did his majefiiy |k favour 
at the eiEpence of ten thoufand pounds, wherc^ X am jgoiag to 
oblige him at the riik of my hcad^ .... - -; - 

..-FACT. 

A N A D D R E S S , 

7i the Gentlemetn^ Clergy ^ ' and Freeholders of the County, of t^fuour 
freparatoty to the General Meeting at Eieter on Thur^ay the yk ' 
of OBoher^ '7^9* ' ,4 

BY D R. M U S G H A V E, " 

F HYS I tl AN AT PLYMOUTH* ''^: 

Gentlemen, ' - ■ '^^ 

Ttt £ fhenff having fummoned a meeting of the comity to 
consider of a petition for redrefs of grievances, 1 think it 
incumbent upon me as a love;* of my country in ^ncral to lay 
before you atranfadlion, which, I apprehend, gives jufter grounds 
of complaint and apprehention than any thing hitherto made pub' 
>Uc. Having long had reafon to imagine, that the nation has been 
cruelly and fatally injured in a way which they little fufped, I 
have ardently wiihed for the day, when my imperfect informations 

# fhonld 
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fluNild be faperTeded by evidence and ftrtainty. That day, * 
flatter' myfelfj; is at laft approaching, and that the fpirit which 
ilow appears amonj; the freeholders will bear down every obftacl« 
that may be thrown in the way of open and impartial en(|Qiry* 

1 need not remind you, gentlemen, of the univeHal indigna- 
tion and abhornsnce, with which the conditiotis of the late peace 
^ertf received by the independent part of the nation. Yet fuch 
fe tlie candid, unfufpefting nature of En^HDimen, that cvcnthofe 
who cpndeinned the meafure did not attribute it to arty worfe mo- 
tive than an unmanly impatience uiider the burdens of the war» 
ind a blind headlong defire to be" rdiev^d from them. They 
did not conceive that perfons of high rank and unbounded wealth 
<f6uld be feduced by gold to betray the interefh of their Country, 
and furrehder advantages, which the lives of fomany heroes had 
been willingly (^cfificed to purchafe. Such a fuppofition, unhap« 
pily for us,is at prefent far from incredible! The important fecret was 
difclofed to nic in the year 1^76^ during my refidence at Paris, i 
^ill hot trouble you with a detail of the intermediate (kcDs I took 
hi the affair, which however in proper time I (hall moft fully and 
readily difcover. It is fufficient to fay that on the roth of May, 
17651 by the diredion ofDr. Blackftone I waited on lordHalifax, 
ibenTeeretary of ftate, and delivered to him an'exa6l narrative of 
the intelligence I had received at Paris, with copies of foiir letters 
to and from lord Hertford. The behkviour of lord Halifax w^ polite 
but evafive. When Ipr^fTed him in a feCOnd interview to enquire 
into the truth of the charge, he t^jedled to all public (leps that 
..inighi give an afarm, s^nd afked me whether I could point out to 
him anyway of profecuting the enquiry in fecret, and whether 
in fo doing' there w^s any probability of his obtaining poHtive 
broof of the fa£L J was not fo much the dupe of his artifice, as 
to believe tha.t he had any Serious intention of following the clue 
I had given him, though his difcourfe plaiiilv pointed that way. It 
appeared by the fequel that I had judged right. For having four 
aays after given a direct and fatisfaflory anfwer to both hi$ 
gueftipns, he then put an end to my folicitations bjr a peremptory 
refufal tb ukc any tteps whatever in the affair. 

It is here necefiary to explain what I mean by enquiring into 
die truth, of the charge. In the fummerof theyeat i764ano^r« 
tare hzd, been made to Sir George Yon^re, Mr. Pitzherbert, and 
iSveral other members of parliament, m the /lame of the Che- 
valier D'£'on, importing thait he, the Chevalier, ^as ready to 
impeach thfee perfons, tvfo of whom were peers and ikiembers of 
the privy council, of felling the peace to the French. Of this 
jpropofal I was informed at different times, by the two gentlemen 
above-mentioned. Sir George Yonge in particular told me, that 
he underftood the charge could be fupported by written as well 
as living evidence. The ftep that I urged lord Halifax, to take 
was, to fend for the Chevalier D'Eon, to examine him upon the 
fubj e£t of this <)verture, to perufe his papers, and then to pro- 
i€4d aceordiifg to the proofs. In fuch ^ cai'e, a more decifivc evi« 
Voh V, E e ^ denco 
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itntt thzti the CKevalier D*£on could not be wiffied for. He • 
had himfelf conduced the ntgociation on the part of the enemy« 
and was known to have in hispofTeiiion the diipatches and papera 
of -the duke de Nivernois, lliis gentleman fo aualiiied, and fo 
difpofed to give light into the affair, did lord Halifax refufe to 
examine ; whether from an apprehenfion that the charge would 
not be made out, ,or» on the contrary that it would, I leave you»' 
gentlemen, and everv impartial reader to judge. 

It mud not be.underftood, that I can myfelf fupport a charge . 
of corruption againft the noble lords named in my information. 
My complaint is of a different nature and againft a different per« 
fon. I coiiiider the refufal of lord Halifax as a wilful obilrudion 
of national juftice, for which I wifh to fee him undergo ^ fuitable 
punifhment. Permit me to obferve, gentlemen, that fuch an ob-> 
^ru&ion not only gives a temporary impunity to offenders, but 
tends alfo to make that impunity perpetual, by deflroying or 
weakening the proofs of their guilt. Evidence of all kinds is 
a very perifhable thing. Living witneffes are expofed to the 
chance of mortality, and written evidence to the not uncommon 
cafualty of fire. In the prefent cafe fomething more than thefe 
ordinary accidents, might with goodreafonbe apprehended. It 
ilands upon record that the Count de Guerchy had confpired to 
affailinate the Chevalier D'Eon, neither had this charge hitherto 
been refuted or anfwered. This not fucceedine, a band of ruf- 
fians was hired to kidnap that gentleman, and carry •ff his pa- 
pers. Though this fecond attempt failed, it does not follow that 
thefe important papers are (till fecure. 1 was informed by Mr. 
Fitzherbert, fo long ago as the 17th of May, 1765, that he had 
then intelligence of overtures making to the Chevalier D^Eon, 
the objeft of which was to c;et the papers out of his hands in re- 
turn for a flipulated fum of money. This account I communi- 
cated the following day to lord Halifax, who ftill perfifled in ex* 
pbiing thefe precious documents to fo many complicated hazards. 
I fay precious documents, becaufe if they fhould be unfortunately 
loft, the affair mull: be for ever involved in uncQ^ainty j an un* 
certainty, gentlemen, which may be produdive of Infinite mif. 
chiefs to the nation, and cannot tend to the advantage or iatif* 
fadtion of any but the euilty. 

Lord Halifax, in his excufe for his refufal, will probably al- 
ledge, a^ he did to me, his perfuafion that the charge was whollv 
groundlefs. I need not obferve, how mifplaced andfrivoloas fnca 
an allegation is, when applied tb juftify a magiftrate for not examin* 
ing evidence. But I will fuppofe for argument fake the perfbns 
accufed to be perfedUy innocent. Is it not the intereft and the 
wifh of every innocent man to have his conduct fcriitinized while 
fa^s are recent, and truth of confequence eafy to be diftinguifhed 
from falihood ? Is there any tendernefs in fufFering^ a ftain to re* 
main upon their charaders till it becomes difiicult, or even impof- 
fible, to b^ wiped out ?• Will, therefore, thefe^ noble perfons, if 
their adions have been upright, will they, I fay, thank lord 

Halifax 
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tialifiixfor depriving them of an early opportunity of eftablifliing 
their innocence f Will they not regret and exemte his caution, if the 
fubfequent fuprefiion or deftruAion of the evidence fhould concurwitl^ 
other circumitances tq hx on them the fufpicion of guilt ? How 
will lord Halifax excafehunfelf to his fovereign for fu#enng fo atro- 
mus a calumny to fpread and take root, to the evident hazard of his 
royal reputation ? And what amends will be made to the nation, 
for the heart-burnings and jealpufies which are the natural fruit 
of fuch a procedure? Yet thefe, gentlemen, are the lead of the 
mifchiefs that may be apprehended from his behaviour, upon the 
footing of his own plea. 

I will venture, however, to aflert, that, as far as hitherto ap- 
pears, the weight of evidence and probability is on the contrary 
fide. Now fuppofing the charge to be true, there can be no need 
of long arguments to convince you of the injury done to the nation 
by fumering fuch capital offenders to efcape. For what is this 
but to defraud us of the only compenfation we can expedt for the 
lofs of fb many important territories,a lofs rendered ftill more grievous 
by the indignity of paying a penfion, as we notoriouHy do, to 
the foreign minifter who negotiated the ruinous bargain ? Yet 
even thefe conliderations are infinitely outweighed by the danger 
to which the whole nation muft be expofed from the cohtinued 
operation of fo much authority, influence, and favour to their 
prejudice, and above all from the poffibility that the fuj>i7me go- 
vernment of the kingdom may, by the re^ncy ad, devolve to a 
perfon dire£Uy and pofitively accufed of high-treafon. Even the 
encouragement that fuch an impunity muil give to future treafons, 
is enough to fill a thfaiking mind with the moil painful apprehen- 
fions. We live in an age not greatly addidied to fcruples, when 
the open avowal of domeftic venality feems to lead men by an 
eafy gradation to connexions equally mercenary with foreigners 
and enemies. How then can we expeft ill-difbofed perfon s to re- 
h^ a temptation of this fort, when they find that treafon may 
1^ detected, and proofs of it offered to a magiftrate without pro- 
ducing either puniihment or enquiry ? The confequence of this 
may be our living to fee a French puty, as well as a court party, 
in parliament ; which, ihould it ever happen^ no imagination can 
fufficiently paint the calamitous and horrid Aate to which our late 

florious triumphs might finally be reduced. When I talk of a 
French party in parliament, I do not fpeak a mere vifionary Ian- 
![uage unfupported by ej^perience. The hidory of ail ages in- 
orms us, tnat France, yfheie other weapons have failed, has 
conftantly had recourfe to the lefs alarmin? weapons of intrigue 
l^nd corruption. And how effectual thefe nave fometimcs been, 
we haye a rtcpt^t and tragical example in (he total enflavipg of 
* Corfioa. 
\ I have been thus particular in enumerating the evils that may 
refult from the refufal of lord Ifalifax, nof from a defire of aggra- 
yating that nobleman's offence, but merely to evince thp necef- 
^tv of a ipeedy enquiry, while there is 'yet 4 chance pf its not 
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being wholly frnidefs. Thoagb the courfe of my narratiyc har 
unavoidably led me to accafe his lordfliip, accafation is not my' 
objedy but enqoiry, which cannot be difagreeable to any but' 
thofe to whom truth itfelf is fo. In puifuing this point I have 
hithierto been fruftrated from the very circamftance which ought' 
to have infured my ruccefsy the immenfe importance of the qnefr 
tion. It has been apprehended, how jafliy I know not, that 
, any magiftrate who diould commence an enquiry, or any gentle- 
man who fliould openly move for it, Would be deemed refpon^ 
ftble for the truth of the charge, and fubje^d to fevtre penal tics, 
if he could not make it good. This imagination however did not' 
deter me, though iingle and unprotected, from carrying my par 
pers to the fpeaker, to be laid before the late honfe of commons.^ 
The fpeaker was pleafed ta juftify my conduft, by allowing that 
the affair ought to be enquired it^to, but reiufed at the fame time 
to be inftmnrental in promoting the enquiry himfelf. What then 
remained to be done ? What, but to* wait, though withreltiAance. 
and impatience, till a proper opportunity fltonld offer for appealr 
ing to the public at large, that is, till the accumulated errors of 
government (hbuld awaken ia fpjrit of enquiry too4>owcrful to be 
refilled or eluded ? That this fpirit is now reviving, we have a 
fufiicient earned in the unanimous zeal you have (hewn for the 
appointment of a cotinty 'meeting. In fuch a conjundufre to with- 
hold from you fo important a truth would no longer be prudence, 
it would be todifgrace my 'former conduit, it would ftew that I bad 
been actuated by fome temporary motives, luid not by a fteady 
and uniform regard to the national good. Indeed the declared 
purpofc of your meeting is in itfdf a call upon every freeholder to 
difclofe whatever you are concerned to know* 1 obey this call 
without hefitation, fubmitting the profecution of the affait- to youf* 
judgment, in full confidence that the refult of your deliberations 
would do honour at the fame time to your prudence, ckndouri 
and patriotifm. 

fljlimoutbt Jug, la, 17,69. 

I _ 1. •■■ 1 I ' , ' 

4 Tranjlation^f the Cbeviilier D'Eon*/ Anfwer to Df* Mufgrave f 
Letifr^ i^a^r^ «/ Plymouth, Aug. 12. 
SIR, 

YOU will permit me to believe that you never knew any 
more of me, than I have the honour of knowing of yon; 
and if in ypur letter of the 12th of Auguft you had not niade a 
wrong ufe of my name, I fhould not now find myfe)f obliged tq 
enter into a correfpondencc with you. 

You pretend that '** in the fummer of the year 1764, overtures 
weiemade in my name to feveral members of parliament, import- 
ing that I was ready to impeach three perfons, two of whom weri 
peers and members of the privy council, of having fold the neace 
fo the French:" and you ftem to found thereupon the evidence 
pf a charge, which vou fay you carried yourlelf to lord Ha- 
lifax. '- ' ■■'•■- \ ' ' ' ^ ''."•' " ■' ,*' 
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I declare^ therefore, here» Sir, that I never ii^ade» nor ctvfed ta 
be made any fuch overture, either in the winter or fommdr of the 
year 1764, nor at any other time : I am, on one fide, too faithfiii 
to the office I filled, and on the other, too zealons a friend t6 
truth, ■ ^ ' . '■ 

I confefs yon do not fay It was I. that made thefe overtures; bat 
eiily that they were made in my name, particularly to Sir George. 
Yonge and Mr. Pitieherbert. 

I afiure yon I do not know either of thefe gentlemen, and never 
^uthorifed any perfon whatever to make in my name fuch over* 
tutes, which the abhorrence alone I have for calumny, would 
make me deteft. 

I call upon you, therefore, Sir, to lay before the public the 
name of the audacious peribn who has made ufe of i|iine to covet 
his own odious olFerr. The gentlemen whom you have given aa 
yonr witnefles, cannot deny you this juiiification of dieir own 
▼eracity and yours. 

" Though I cannot but commend your integrity in citing yowr 
authors, yet it appears to me an a£^ of the laft imprudence, in an 
affair of 10 much weight, to baild upon report for naniing pub* 
lickly a perfon of my chancer, without having previoufi^ con« . 
falted him. If you had recoUeded the contradi&on I gave in the 
St. J[ame8's Chronicle, of Odober 2$, 1766, No. 881, to an ad« • 
▼ertifement in the fame paper^ No. 875, impoitlng in fubfiance 
' what yon alledge in your lalt letter, you had laved me the trouble 
of replying to you at this time. What muft be the refult? The 
public will have read greedily your letter; will have believed its 
contents, becaufe you appeal therein to my t^imonyi but what - 
Y^ill they think now when your own intereft, my honour and truth 
oblige me to deny all that you have advanced thereon w;ith rcfm 
fc€t tome? 

It is the fame with your pretence that '< about the 17th of 
May, 1765, Mr. Fitzherbert told you, he knew that overtures 
Jiad been made to me to fell for a fum of money the papers thd^ 
ipere in my hands.'* 

I have always flattered myfelf with being poflefied of the eHeem. 
^nd friendlhip of the Bngliih with whom I have lived. Who of 
them then in thefe fentiments would have prefumed to have ffaewn 
fufficient contempt for me to have made me fuch 'an overture! 
The injury would have been the more fenfibly felt by me, as the 
fdiarader of the perfon was more refpedable. 

lihall not ifbllbw you. Sir, either in all the fteps you have 
thought it your duty to take, or in the arguments you make ufe 
of to fupport them : thefe fhew the oratdr, and thofe, if they be 
well founded, prove the patriot. 

But I here certify to you» on my word of honour, and in the 
face of the pablic, that I cannot be of any fort of ufe to you ; 
that I never entered into any treaty for the fale of my papers, 
find never either by myfelf, or any agent authorifed on my part^ 
Dpsfed (0 ijiake appear, that the peace hs^d been fold to France. 
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• If lord Halifax^ or the fpeaker, to whom you fay yon addrel&d 
Iroorfelf, in order to call upon ne as evidence with refpe£i to the 
validity of yovr charge, had caafed ine to be cited, he might have 
known by my anfwers what my thoughts were, that En^and ra* 
ther gave money to France than France to England, to conclude 
the laft peace; and that the happinefi J had in concurring to the 
great work of peace has infpired me with fentiments of thejufleil 
veneration for the Englifh commiflioncrs who had been employed 
in it, and with the moft lively efteem and fmcereft admiration for 
the late count de Viry, who in his attachment to the welfare of 
the two nations then at W4r,.and thanks to his indefati|[able zeal I 
liad the glory of bringing that peace to a happy concluiion. 

Judge now» Sir, with what iolidity you can depend upon me to 
make your charge clear. 

I am too well known in England to have been under any ae- 
ceflity of this reply, if the franknefs of your letter had hot ap- 
peared to me to merit my preventing you from taking any further 
iep$9 which could not but turn to your prejudice, in as much as 
ihey would be founded fole;v on falfe reports of my proceedings. 

In order to en able you to be as prudent as patriotic, I iign this 
lirtter, and therein ^ive you my addrefs, that, for the maintenance 
of your own veracity, you may furniOi me with the means of con* 
vising pttblickly.thofe flanderers who have dared to make ufe of 
my name, in a manner flill more « repugnant to real fafts, thaii 
ihe dignity with which I have ever fupportedmyr chara^er. 
I have the honour of being 

Your moll humble fervant, 
/» Pttt^ Fratice, Wifimtnfter. The CbefuaUer 0'EON. 

^ Letter io the Printer, on the Importance cfDr* MufgraveV Addrefs 
to the Freeholders of the County of Devon, wth Renutrks on the 
Chevalier 'D'Eonh Jnfuuer. 
SIR,, 

DOCTOR Muigrave's addrefs to the freeholders of the 
county of Devon, and the chevalier D'Eon's anfwer to it,, 
having ^neroiTed the public attention, give me leavje, through the 
channel of your paper, Br&, to coniider the nature and tendenfsy 
pf the addrefs, and then, to make a few remarks on the cheva- 
lier's anfwer. , 

Dr. Mufgrave has told us a feries of fa£ls within his own 
knowledge, the authenticity of which are corroborated by the 
names qf the parties concerned, and the periods in which they 
were tranfaded. He tells us, that Sir George Yonge, Mr. Fitz« 
herbert, an.d other members of parliament, informed him at dif- 
ferent times, that the chevalier D'Eon was ready to impeach 
three perfons of felling the^peace to the French— that Sir George 
Yonge in particular told him, that he underfiood the charge could 
be fupported by written as well as by living evidence, * By the 
^iredtion of Dodor Blackftone, Mr. Mufgrave went to lord |iali« 
fax #9 the iQth of Mt^f 1765, and delivered (0 )um an exaQ 

' * narrativj 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ai3 ) 

tiTm^tive of tlie intelligence he had received at Paris CODceming 
^e late peace, and at the fame time gave him copies of four Jet- 
teis CO and from lord Hertford. On the i-jth of May ^ I7^5> jaft 
feyen days after lie delivered the narrative to lord Halifax, Mr. ^ 
Fitzherbert told the Dodtor, that overtures were then making to 
the chevalier D'Eon to get his papers from him for a ftipulated 
fam of money. Lord Halifax, although repeatedly preued by 
Dr. Mufgrave to enquire into the truth of the charge, firft, ob- 
jeded to all public Heps that would lead to the truth, to avoid 
giving au Atarm\ and, at laft, abfolutely refufed to take any 
cognizance of it, either in private or publick. Thus fruHrated 
in every application to the fecreury of ftate, the'do^or carried his/ 
papers to the fpeaker, who vtxy readily allowed the expediency 
of their being laid before the houfe of commons, but at the 
£ime time peremptorily refufed to promote the enquiry. 

This, Sir, is the fubftance of Dr. Mufgrave*5 addrefs, whicK 
carries with it fuch a face of authenticity, that nothing but a pub- 
lic inveftigatioa of the fad;, can exculpate the parties con* 
cemed. As to the tendency of it, every unprejudiced reader 
mull allow, that the public ||ood, and not an inclination to 9i^^ 
gravate the ^nilt of any particular perfon, was his objefl. 

If the allegations contained in the addrefs are not fairly dated 
—if Dodor Mufgrave has been guilty of injuring private cha«> 
raSlers, and of impofing fal (hoods on the public — why, in God*s 
name, is he not contradidied ? — Why do not the accufed exculpate 
themfelves? — Why are not the public undeceived ?— Why ihould 
thtf be filent whofe condud is principally arraigned, and a vindi* 
cation> fuch as it is, be publiihed by a man, whofe veracity ia 
this refped is by no means to be relied on ? For when his papers 
were purchafed from him, the condition of the obligation no 
^oubt was, that their contents fhonld be buried in oblivion. 

When the official condud of a fecreury of ftate, or of any 
other fervant of the crown is arraigned, the public have an un- 
doubted right to be fatisfied either of their guilt or innocence, in 
order that the law of the land may in either cafe take effed« 
When the charader oP an honeft naan is unjuftly and publickly 
SLttacked, he will not poUpone the vindication of his innocence 
until a legal enquiry can oe fet on foot in a court of law; he 
ought to exculpate himfelf through the fame channel he has been 
accufed. Therefore until Dodor Blackdone tells us the conver- 
fation thAt pailed between him and Dr. Mufgrave previous to his 
waiting on lord Halifax— Until lord Halifax informs us whether 
Dodor Mufgrave did or did not deliver to him a narrative of the 
intelligence he had received at Paris, concernine the peace, - in 
the year 1764, and likewife publiOi the copies ot the four letters 
to and from lord Hertford ; which, as they are of a public na- 
ture, \L\%poliUntfs need not ftumble at — Until Sir George Yoi>ge 
and Mr. Fitzherbert publickly deny every circumftance relative 
to their fevcral converfations with Dodor Mufgrave, efpecially 
ivha( paire4 between Mr. Fitzherbert and him on the ijth day of 

Maj^ 
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MfjTf 176c— And until die (peaker ac^uainlt ii» widi tlie feaioA 
why he allowed the expediency of laying thefe important papers 
berore the houie of commons, and at th^ iame'time re/ujed to 
froTHQte the diquify — ^Until all the(e matters are prQ|na]ged'^an4 
fnfficiently authenticated, the impartial and diifpaffionate part of 
. mankind muft and will give credit to the b^^ contained in the^ 
addrefs. 

I come nOw, Sir, to make a few remarks on the cheValier 
D'£on*8 anfwer, which I (hall do with the fame impartiality I 
have confidered the addrefs, and leave the public to djnaw.the lijie 
between the honeft fincerity of the Englilhman, knd the evafive 
^^ of the Frenchman. 

Monfieur le chevalier, notwithflanding his long refidence in 
England, and the efteem and friendfliip he is favoured with from 
fome of the inhabitants (the reaibn of which he knows beft) fLill 
preferves. his native infincerity and politeneis. His letter to 
« Bodor Mafgrave is as foreign to the purpofe of an ahfwer to the 
|[ddrefs, as the condudl df our prefent miniftry in fuifferlng his 
mafter, the grand Monarquea to conquer Coriica was foreign to the 
faith of treaty and repugnant to the intereft of this kingdom— « 
than which, no two pofitions can be more oppofite. * 
. The chevalier has \tty politely pafled fome French complimentr 
en the Dodor^s oratory and pafriotifm— has talked a good deal 
of his own integrity and his zeal for truth — ^blames him for nam- 
ing a perfon of his vaft confequence in fo public a manner, and 
manfully denies every circumfkance he is publickly known to iiaye 
been concerned in at the time mentioned in the addreis^ ^at 
what does all this amount to, with 'refped^ to Dr. MnfgraveV 
allegations ?'.He Indeed, very juftly fajrs, that the evidence of the 
chevalier would have been deciiive at the time he. u^|:4d )6n( 
Halifax to fend for him, to examine him and to perufe his. papers, 
which Jie then had in his ^offeffion ; but in his addrefs iq the frct^ 
holders of Devon 1 he neither defires nor expiefts any proofs froa^ 
Ynm now^ becaufe he either knows or ihrewdly faipeds that ni^ 
i^ritten evidence is now to be found in his cuflody» *. . 

The chevalier deiires to know the perfon or perlbnt In thi» 
country, ^'ho would have prefumed to make ^n overture to him 
for the fale of his papers-^I wi(h to God l could tell him !— or 
father that I could' tell the pUblic-^for the chevalier himfelf, t 
dare fay, wants no information in that affair. It is much fo b^ 
wifhed, however, that lord Halifax or the fpeaker had examined 
the chevalier, that it might at lead have be^n known .wl^at fnni 
was paid by England, and for what con ^deration it was given 
to France/ at the conclufioh of the' laft ever memorablie and^/ar 
ri^is peace. 

TULLIUS, 
M £ M a A M D tr M. •' 

The chevalier D'Eon in his remarkable an fwer to Dor^or Mu(^ 
grave's letter, exprefsly fays, ** i aflure you, I 'dt) not know 
either of thefe gentleiiien'^ meaning ^ir George Yonge, and Mr^ 

•,"^ fitzherbcrt* 
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HtslMrktn?. fat o$iiHUie&(m to thm it hu been pofidittly de« 
dared »piAli< bf 6mfi j|tiitlemea n£ iiii4«iefti9iicd honour and!* 
ymwaisff tlut t«vi€» «nt)^atb(fe two years, the chevalier dined 
at the haf«Aeak etiib* and m tach time he was afhially intra- 
dnced by Mr. Pitaherbert; and further that this remarkable cir* 
cumilaact oecvsed ar the firft* if not botb of the times of Mon- 



fieorD^oii'fl bcint in cOApnav, ti0i fivtrat limtUmim tiatigkt 
him guikp 9f fim inOftfpn^ tf Sthmnmr^ htao^s tdibonfh U Imi 
iitmlmii im Mnghmh J^i Ar agkOid $• ^ui tim Frmck l§nguaiift% 
mntb9ia vtfr^/mg iui^f mci im fngUJkm 

Namui^^ rf aficfH m ^ I mf(t€iadni fir the fi^frtjjkn, •/ Vo^ot 
Mufjgrm^t Int e r ^^d fiir H^^pmgtbi «k«r«£er D'Eon n d^f 
the aikgftiMs e^nimmdin it% ^mofmam tit Ufi iMgbrhujf peaet* 

LORD B**« and hia toad-eater the d— of C ■* n , both 
knew thexonteata eif Oofior Mufptve'a letter, many weeks 
before it made its appearance in |irtat« Tdey had concerted many 
ichemet to fqppre& ats pnUicanon; but all thefe (chemes, how* 
ever aiafially managed, proved abortive. Lord B— «, who came 
Jeefli fiomthc ftkool of poUtict at Rome, embraced ftill the fame 
mpesfitf far aUbfaite monarchy as he did before he d^arted 
tvem ' Bngbndw He ia growns indeed, more cautious, mot^e 
maiked, bat Hot a jot lefa enteiprifing. Foiled in hil well-con- 
ceded sttenpn to peeveift die pi^blication of Mufj^ve's letter^ 
has neoet attempt wai to itndei the publication of it inoperative, 
and mcAftuai. The iMboAtf lay m compaffing this defirable 
«nd. He knew ^Wf wdl that one i*' i ■ ■ had married a caft-off, 
whfb taautAf held noineaii mk in hia toad-eater's ieraglio: 
Aia fam« ■ ■ ■■■! i- n, hia^kidflu^ knew had been confidcifitly intruft- 
•d at diArent tunes, with the moft iojiportant fe^reu of Mr. 
¥filkes, 1^ ehevalier I^Ban^ and tord Temple, and thereibr^ 
the only fit per&n to be confidentially eotrufted, as far as his 
Jordfliip miglvt deem neceflaty, with thejyprniw a negociadon 

, T— 



for a tieacy of union between the earls of B-e^ 
O— — m, lord H ■ d , and the petulant d-^ of B d » 

tnch n^eoalitkm, with hia toad-eater ^t the head, he rightly con- 
fdved, would be abl^ to ^m any torrent of oppofitioii, were it 
to foli mountains high. But his lotdihip, it win be feen, counted 
without his hofii. His tttt intention was to difpatch — -— - to 
Stoir. 'Thb flieafhre could not be carried ii^to execution but by 
another asode ef application, m ^ had already forfeited lord 
T ■ e ^s cottftdewe, but .he did not ca^ to acquaint either 
O " - -n Or B ' ■ lO with this fiscrct, which could not but be 
fatal to hia own views; he theieim artfully declined going to 
Stow himfelf, adding, that the embaffy would have greater 
weight, and probaldy better fndcefs, was the d— of Q ■ .h 
in wait in pernn on lord T . - ■ c , n , pretended to know 

the very bait thai would tempt hts lordfliips it was nothing leis 
than a dakedom, and if he ' u , was to make the offer, lord 
T ■■ "C, he fitidf mi^ dmabt the performance. By t)iis de- 
VW, V^ P f vice 
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jpiC/B ajn.d Mvicc of' ,. y B— c and his toad-^at^r vtmre tMy, 
betrayed into a fond belief of gaining oi^er lord T ■ » . ■ e ta 
jl^eir faftion. Accordingly the d— of G- ■ n was pofted 
4own to StoWy and this mily courtly vifit-was ikmnediately an-? 
nounced in every neWs-jp^per throtighont the kingdom. The- 
^iccefs of this viiit is no longer a myftery. The ynM, incoherent, 
^ud^* plan of operations, was conveyed, "without lofs of time^ 
to Fontiiill^ and from Fonthil} it foon arrived at Plymouth. Dr. 
Mufgrave finding this once formidable and blood-thirfty fafiion. 
tottering, and foiling of fupport from lord T— -*e, thought U 
1| glorious oj>portunity to crufh the whole junto, b^ hanging them 

Sui to public view and public odiufti. Withthn view, snd to 
o Juflice to a'briav«f but greatly injured people^ the Do£kor, with 
^x:ourage not tb be daunted, publifiied that well-timed letter, 
which has already un filmed the eyes of every fnbje6(iiithe king- 
dom, jnd will receive a further elucidation if wd attend to the 
following remarkable circumftance^. ' - , who as I havo 

already noticed, is connedUd with his grace the d— ^ of Q ■ n, 

py {he aproli-ftrin^ tenure, the prefent modifh, and by much the 
firongell of all holds, has been conflahtly and moft fecretly em* 
ployed fpf thefe laft fix weeks^ . as a go-between to the d«— of 
fe ■ n^ aiid (he Spi^di/Bint L'Hommc ' de Garadeie, . M, 
D'Epn. 

Tq throw a veil over this myflerious negodation, and in order 
to Min^ the eyes of the prying jjublic, the.jjettv Prencfamaii who 
lives in Petty-France, has for this fortnight -pad been lioariog oat 
in every coffee-houfe he frequents, that Mr. ■■ ' '■ ■ thege-betweea 
above-mentioned, has betrayed his moft facred fecrets to the d-« 
of6 ■» and iht whole B*«-^d junto. This ^imfy, gawzy 
'device, was no fooner made public, but it was feen through by 
every tyrp In politics. And the Frenchman was compell^ by 
)>is new employers to lay afide the maiik. He was ofdemi by thi^ 
new fet of matters, who will always tyrannize over him in pro-» 
portion to the p^nfion they gi^e hinn ; he was ordered I fay, flatly 
to deny every circumftance in Dr. Mufgrave's patriotic 4etter, 
ind boldly to aiTert, •* that he never entered into any ti>eaty foj 
the iale b\ his papers.'* Nothing is fo eafy to Frenchmen^ efpe* 
cially if they have been once initiated into the diplomatic corp«, 
as io alTert one thing for another, where they know they can^ 
not for the prefent moment be detected* But what, will th^ good 
people o/ England think of the veracity of this fame Fren^hmaii^ 
wheii I call u]3oit'him in this public manner to deelitre .for what 
i-eafon, at whofe in^ieation, and for what valuable confideratioa 
in money,1ie fuppre£ed the publication of it^^ thru kutrs^ t9\%A\% 
to^helatepcface^makers? •' ^ • ' . 
' fknow. Sin 1 fpeak aenigmatically to the g^mlity of yoD^ 
readers, when I talk of three letter*.- But the d-— of B ■ -4 
(inderjdands t^€\ lordB<— — ^ unde^nds me}->-and D.^Eon, if he 
has any regard for truth, oughtto bluih at the bare mention of. 
^l^cfe^ree letters; There is j^ut Mtmorjal tyecan bind a French 
^'•'■^' -'^ ''' ' » ' * gwtle^piiii^- 
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Seo^kmaii^. tiiat ia^ Ju« word of honour. L^t P*E<:^ then- if he 
are, ky hia hand ufon hii Croix ^ St. Louitf and fwe^r upon ' 
his boTwurf that he never received direftly'or' indire'ffljf', without 
equivocation^ or mental referyanon, any money, penfioh^ ein'ola^ 
menty or promiic, for fuppfe^n^ the publicatidn of the three 
letters in queiUon, and he mall eithei' b^ credited, or publickl/ 
confuted by . 

The BRITISH SPY^ 



SIR, 

TiyTOST of the news-papers ' of this great nietfopblis, for thi* 
jLYX month naft, have been crouded with paragraphs, affuring. 
1U, there has been no political intercourfe^ ndr even fo n^uch as 
a perfonal interviev^ between the d — of G — ^-^-^ and lord B— , 
ever jfincc that latter nobleman, on his return from the cbiirl 6f 
Kome, has fkulked into this kingdom. Theft articles of intelli- 
gence are undoubtedly falfe lights thrown out merely to miilead, 
and deceive the public. For if 'we would give ourfiblves the teaft 
moment of refle(4ion, we could not but be convinced of the utter 
impo£ibility of their exciting the leaft (hadOw of a mifunder- 
fiandiog between ihhpar nobUe fratrum. Let us only for example 
in the £*il place refled, that the ^ ^ has on all occaiions ihewn 

liimielf inavuliibly bigotted to the accurfed politics of this Scottifh 
defpotifou And in the (econd place, let us refledl, that the d — 
ipf G Jias pnly one ruling principle that governs and cha* 

xa^erifes all his political anions; namely, the principle of hold- 
ing his premierfhip for life; and that he muft, like his numeroui 
predecefTors in office, be inftantly divelted of that premierfhip, 
waa he bat to hefitate perpetrating any deed that could be devifed; 
Let as» I fay, make theie mghientar^ reflexions, and it will be 
impoffible for the ereeneft tyro in politics to conceive, there can 
jemain. the leaft doubt, but that the fame harmony, the fam^ 
good iinderilanding fubfllls this prefent moment between this well- 
matched pair of Maichavellian iiate-empirics, as there did before 
the timid Thane, to avoid an' impending ftorm, rather chofe to 
make, himfelf an exile. But if there yet can be an Englifhman 
ib mole-eyed as not to fee into thefe verities, I would recothmend 
to him the following Colly rium'. ' 't'ake a pugil of euphrafy, and 
half that quantity of rue, both.freih gathered, and diftilled ac* 
,*Cording to art, .and cohabate three times; add to this water thret 
fcruples of b^t's-blood^ anoint the eyes morning and evening, 
during a philofophical month, and the patient will then vef;^ 

'clearly fee that the - — — , and lord B , afTifted by that fit 

tQpl of power G ■ e G -e, and afterwards by the d-^-* of 

G n, the csefar Borgia, of the prefent times, are the only 

.perfoas who in the 's name (which they have always made 

ufe of as a cat's paw) have governed the Britifh empire thefe 
lad feven years. As a leilimony of this- allegation the dOc^ 
trine of general warrants, io om • proof; thq unuf}iaUy long 
.imprifonmeht of Mr. Wilkes', for an olfence which is neither 
trcafon nor felony, is the ^^if</; the countenance given to theftat- 
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^mbcr prmAice af attachitteiits, i» uthtrdi the tinctmfiftnfioiial 
and wsntOB Mereift efOkt m&itarf power if %/wrth ; Ae fefffeii- 
ing a fecnefiuy of fttte from fpeedy Jofttce,; who had implicidjr 
obey>td their 4iaattt» it a Jifiki the bare-faced violation of the 
imdoiibtcd rights of de£^ion, b zjtxth the cormpt reftoratioii of 
coaqueib acquirid by an almoft incredible efftifion of Britifli trea- 
fore and Britilh blood, is zfinmtbi the ereffing a iM^uffecretariaf 
department fot American affairs, at the cluup of the people of 
Great Britain, without an i£t of parliament for that fpc^al por- 
pofe, h zneifM; the internal, or nukre properly fpeaking, the 
infer--!' taxation of American ful>je<U ill their own Colonies^ on- 
leprafented in our parliament, is ji niMti; their eiiefting' a new 
court of enquiry {ly a fekft iuty of coutf-fvtgeons, in order to 

Sve the wmr to pankm Mfm^dett is a fMJk; the grantilig penfions 
- life to aflaffins^ is an iUinmhi ttfmtrfiin hntu Uuht^ as' th^ 
French fay, the rewarding a maid of honottr, who had beefi the 
conidante of all ilieir intimacies, vdth the power xii appointing 
her near relation to the fole government of Britifii Alia fbr three ' 
years; and as a farther indu&eure to permither to nominate her 
Scotch lawyer's nephew, to the fupreme nncontroulahk command 
of tb« Britiih flag m that opulent quarter of theglobe, in otter 
contempt of i6o fea-^captains, zstti one of them his fenipr iii 
rank and fervice; this, I (ay, makes op a compleat ineiv of in- 
^iiputable proofs* 

: As this laft mentioned prdof futpa^s. Or is worA, in point of 
yalue, all die other eleven proofs, fo has it been condudM with 
uncommon fecrecy. Perhaps not ten peHbas in the fcingdom, 
faefides m^felf, could tel! die public, with any degree of Tetachv, 
that the identical Mr« ■ , who conduCbed many of llffr* 

WilkesV very iecret negociations, with fo touch h^kmr Imirfatij' 
faQian to his employer :. the identical ^Mn ■ ■ ■. . ^ who hdu b^ 
aimoft fblely concerned for the chevalier D'fion, asdof ^hoib 
probity the chevalier has efual reafon to be fttisfied : the ideiltical 
/^r. >' ' . I, who, under Qie maik of taciturnity and conlidenre, 
got a peep ir^o lord T" \ cabinet, and of whofe confidence 
and taciturnity it were unkind^ though, perhaps, irot untnte, to 
uy his lordibip has great reafon to compUin; the identital'Mn 
r ■' > who married an acqumotance of fab gface and InvUIMe 
ratron the d— — of G : this identical Mr. , I {tcf. 

has had theconduA of this Afiatic negodadon« :aadrb*^himfclf ti 
go out to Aita, in the charafter ofy^rr^r iecreuiy to Mdr.'^Veo- • 
^ttart and Lindfey. No letters, 6r at leaft very few, 4iatpe>paM 
between a certain ' ■ lady, a certain AdonisnThane^. a'OeffaiBli 
king-^CharlesVbreed duke, a certain EaltJndia direfitOtr'a^'^em 

tain Scotch ■ jUflice, and a certain maid of hoiftour, j^ia* 

^ive to this Afiatic appointment, but what )iave:pai&*d; d^reftfy 
jor indiredlly, through the hands pf thb fame : ideadcad ^Hbf. 

*———•• •; . •-'-!• 

» Judge then, Mr. Printer, if the conneAions-betweantheearfof^ 
,B ■ ,. -c and his prefent toad-eater the d-«-— of G ! . ■ * ■ n, are 

»ot 
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Mt foil Sft hro^ tbdagli not To |^iatn|; as diey were ibee ymn 
ago: and jadge alib If the Batc^n pvuicipte of poiitia^ chat h 
toiay* adeteraiiiied]MdiicipIe.to cnflave this nation, andauike 
tlK . i !■ abfolote, is not the^verntng principle ijhat prefidea 
|n n canaift psintta laoeti&g. 

(«<ie/fra 4imdgnutur- 

Tke BRITISH SPY. 

"•^j* lir# 4r» /^a/ fy m tmftam rtuder U infert an article ^flu^ 
uUiginci in this fLici^ <u3bUh hi tUnitks mitj have efcafei public nifla. 

William FiTKHEEBEjiTy Efyuire^ is oni cf the commij/hnen Jhr 
facing ihtfiriHt^ with Scotch pAUts. 

Quirks UtuUudtoihiChevaUir^^EM. 

^MI£ letter from the chevalier DISoo is lively andrpinted 
enongk« but I really do not think it fo dear and intelligi- 
as it oif^bt to be, confidering that a point of great impor- 
tance to this ceiuiilxy, and his own h<uiour ar^ in queflion. I 
wilh he vi^nldiake the tfOuUe to give a direft anfwer to the foi* 
lowing queries. , 

i. J>Qts he mean to fay that any moiiay was given by England 
to Fimtt)^ to procure the late peace? 

a« J)oes he mean to affirm, bona fide, that be is entirely nnac^ 
iquainted with Mr. Fitzherbert? 

:3. p^es.hemean to nffirm that' no oiffer was ever mad^ to him 
to pnrchaie any papers in his pofleffion relative to the late treaty? 

4^ Whereas the chevalier was fome time a^ indited for a libel 
againfi coant Guerchy, and found guilty, wDt xhe dievalier con- 
defcend loJniorm the public f(^r what reafon he was never brought 
iu> to.ieceive fentencei or will he leave us at liberty to fu(ped 
that tbis'induj^nce arofe from fbme fecret compromife between 
him and our mioiftry f 

I do not axped that the chevalier (hould enter into an argu* 
ment with an anonymous writer :' but I think, for his own credit* 
he oaiHiot well avoid giving us, withotit any figures of rhetoric, a 
plain anfwpJ^ to the i^bove queftiens. 

:: . .. '^ . puwous. 

To the Marl p/" H-^lib^k. - , 

IN .jmy fbnner addrefs to^)rcmrt-Hl6i— jp, of the i jth of July,* 
I ftaiediMieof the principal meafun^s of your aaqi^n|ftrataon« 
4uid pfomifed the public sin Oeplanation of your connexions, prin- 
«iplef^and jaodves; fbr^ though myfelf hkve watchef| you in your 
ipublisprcKoedings, know every charge to be ftridtly true, yet to 
thofe who aae but little acquainted witb the bufiinefs of ypur de^ 
«partmtnt» .fttcha ibrifls eff unexampled blunder;i,lma)^ appear too 
highljrricolanred, till Tome reaibns are offered, accounting for fuch 
.notorious delinquencies. • 

■II J i l l >'i iiii II I _. I I • ■ II II n II II wmfci— M«» 

* gee page 164 in. our ^ft number. 

. . * Some 
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Some men htve been infioenced to ferve the poUic from tke* 
noft noble and exalted motives ; fuch as, univeHal love and be^^ 
nevokfice ! a laudable ambition for raifing the dignity of the 
ftate!. abhorrence of ptxbtie oppreflbts! &c. Sec. &c. Others to 
gain the praifes and adorations of their fellow-men have run great 
lengths in the paths of virtue ; have made themfelves the leaders 
of the people, and champions for the great caufe of freedom, till 
the inducements to forfake both have become too mighty to .be 
refiftedy and it is even after they have deierted this caule with re* 
Iu^ance» that they give up the hopes of retaining popular con- 
fidence, and, whenever we behold a riiing jcharadler, we charitably 
hope, and fondly wifh that the ipirit of true patriotifm may fire 
the genius, and fill the foul ; out you, my lord, have never 
claimed the merit of even momentarily deceiving us with this 
pleafing expectation ; for, at your firft appearance in the fenate» 



(human nature finks in dignity at the thought, that, while a youth) 
you difcovered an inclination to ferve the ftate: for a more dire6{f 
but l^fs honourable reward ; you foon loft all influence and af- 
fe^ion in Ireland, becaufe you foon difccfVered no love for that 
joar native country ; you early became detefted, becaufe yoa 
early fought to enilave that kingdom : who then, but the earl of 
^r-f would ever have infulted this great empire fo highly, as to 
icmploy you in any public ofiice? Can any thing be more abfurd 
than to fuppofe, that a man who would have bartered away the 
liberties and property of a country, in which he was born and in* 
terefted, can poflibly ferve this, where he was a ilranger and had 
no property i Yet tne abfurdity is not complete, till we recoiled* 
jou was placed at the head of the board of trade and plantations ; 
and a feparate colonian department made but for you ; as if he, 
who had fo notorioufly endeavoured to fell one colony, was the 
only perfon to be intruded with the tendereft intercfts of all ; 
your conduft has proved what every one, who knew your cha* 
. rafler, expedted. The board of trade is become the greateft en- 
gine of oppreflion to commerce; you have loft us the trade of our 
once valuable plantations, with which that of thefe kingdom| 
muft foon go too ; you have not only made yourfelffupremely con- 
temptible throughout all America, but have^ in about the fpace 
of eighteen months, .deftr eyed that neceflary mutual love and Con- 
fidence, which had ever fubfifted between that country and this, 
to the unfpeakabte advantage of both. \ 

There is one thing, my lord, worth your own obfervation, as 
well as that of the public : that is, in all the calamities which \^e 
have lately experienced, and which you have been inftrumental in 
bringing upon us, your name has always ftood clofcly conne^ed 
with thofe dcteftable men, who are known to be the tools and 
partizans of the earl of B— ; your principle^ and motives are 
•undoubtedly the fame, for I remember an old proverb— "Tell 
me the company, and I will Ihow you the man/*. Whatever opi- 
nion the public may have of them, they muft therefore have ttrs 
fame of your iordihip;**you receive fimilar wages, you muft moft 

afiuredly 
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ttlTaredly ftare a fimllar fate :— you called the .united voice of 
America, Mr. Otis*s faaion.. Yoa may perhaps, for a time, flop 
]ua ■ ■■ *8 ears againft the arks of Eagjand, as you did agaipft 
thofe of Ameiica^ and^afecond time deceive yodr honeft» i^jui^ 
■ ' » by declaCrin^ the vmceof the na^n and common fenfc, to 
he that of a feditions, difappointed party; but know, my lord, 
and tremble ! the murmurs of an incenfed peoj>le, the people of 
England, arejuft; they arc univerfal ; they muft, they will reach 
the -*— i; therefore be prepared to enflave your country, or fecurc 
your retreat from its j tm and aweful vengeance. 

JUNIUS AMERICANUS,. 



H 



Ji/r William Draper to Junius^ on the Republication •fhis Letters i 
mtb Junius' s Reply. 

T p J U JJ I U Sv 
SIR, Clifton9Sept..i4. 

AVING accidentally (ttn a republication of your letters, wherein 
you have been pleafed to afllert, that I had foM the companions of 
ixiy fuccefs; I am a^ain obliged to declare the faid afTertion to be a moft 
infamous ^d n|a]iciou8 falihpod ; andTl ag;|in oal) upoo you* to ftand 
forth, avow yourfelf, and prove the char^. If you can make it out to 
the fatlsfa^tion of any one man in the kmgdom, I will be content'^^to 
be thought the worft man in it; if you do not, what mutt the naticm 
think of YOU? Party has nothing to do in this affair: you have mat)e . 
a perfonal attack upon n»y honour, defamed me by a moft vile cahimny^ 
which might poiGbly have funk into oblivion, had not inch uncommon 
pains been taken to renew and perpetuate this icandal, diiefly beeaufe 
It has been told in good language: for I give you full credit for youv 
elegant dI6lion, well turned periods, and attic wit$ but wit is Often- 
times falfe, though it may appear brilliant; which is exactly the cafe 
of your whole performance, but, Sir,' i am obliged in the moft feri« 
bus manner to accufe you of being gi^ilty of falfities. You have faid 
the thing that is not. To fupport your dory, you have recourfe to the 
following irrefiftible argument: << You, fold the companions of your 
viftory, becaufe when fhe fixteenth regiment was given to vou, you 
was iilent. The conclufion is inevitable.*' I believe that iuch deep 
and acute reafoning could only come from fuch an extraordinary wrker 
as Junius. But uofoi-tunately for you, the premifes as well as the con«- 
plufion are abfolutely falfe. Many applications have been made to the . 
ininiftry on the fubje^^ of the Manilla ranibm ince the time of my. 
being colonel of that regiment. As I have for fome years quitted Lon* 
ilon, I was obliged to have recourfe to the honourable colonel Monlbn 
and Sir Manuel Corniih to negociate for me t In the laft autumn I 
peifonally delivered a memorial tp the earl of Shelburne at his feat in 
^Viltfhire. As. you have told us of your importance, that you are a 

fierfon of rank and fortune, and above a common bribe, vwu may, in 
il probability^ be not unknown to his lordffaip, who can fati^fy you of 
the muh of what t fay. But I (hall now take the Ifbert3r, Sir^ tdfeize 
yeur battery, and turn it againft yourfelf. If your puerile and tinfei 
logic could carry the leaft weight or convi^ion with it, how muft you 
ftand aifefted by the inevitable conclufion, as you are pleaied to term 
li? According tQ Jiinius; filenc« is guilt, In many of the. public pa- . 
*^' • * '• •' ■> •■ • ^ - • • •; '- ^ \ pcrsj 
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iHldac»w»4. WliCB dill ;rmi icpHr t* dMfefoui accii&tioiis.f Itoifr 
feore Ktai q«itc ilcBt; qviifr diop nllcKi Aii'rfuii» Iwca w ft ym^iwm 
tlmt^ ibc ntiim has > ligfat tD fOMOiBtt yos to be b^k a lilkraM^- 
cowMd ft^ignyoprowa^fmaitt Intt^ fo, X wil} pva voa fiurcr f^ ^ 
I«BtiAr<lyooaiioppoiti«uty to wipe of flit fifftmelktiooi by dieted 
ittfr tilt proofis of your chane againft mc Pcodnce thini I To vripe oflp 
tike htt, Modvce vonrielf. rcople cansot Bear any longar yovr lion^s 
4uD» and the denneable tnpofture of die old Aomaa name which you 
Bare afefised. For the Aiture aflume ^e name of Amt nradem bravo 
mad dark aCAit let jour appellatioB hare ione afiefty €9- your pime« 
^te. B«t if I BMBft pfiriiiy Junius, let me pcrilh in the face of dayi 
VeloronceagcncfOQa and open enemy. I alloive that GBthk aiqpial& 
to cold iron are no better pioofs of a man^a honefty and ▼eracity than 
lidt iron and bnrning plou^ihaies are of female chmt^: bnt a ibidier'a 
Kononr it as delicate as a woman**] it mvA not be fufpeded; you have 
dared to throw more than a (vfrnQon upon mine: tou cannot but knovr 
the cooieeiiences, which even tnemedcneft of duinianity woald paxdoA 
■w for* aucr the iniury you have done me* 

WUXIAM i>&AF£R» 

Hartt lattri ktkJi^ mnmit* 
To Sir WIX.LIAM DRAF£R» K. B. 

SIR, 

AFTER fo long an imerval, Idklnotenpea to fee the debate »« 
vived between us. My «^r to your faft letter ihair be iborti 
for I mjte to you with idiu&ancey and I h^ we iball novr conclsde 
awr ootrefpoadenoe for ever. 

Had y<i!a been originally an4 without provocation attacked by an 
aiioB)finau( writer, you vrould haiFt iofmt nght to deauind bis name \ 
but in thie eauie yoy are a volunteer. You engaged in it TR^th the nn- 
pemaditated galUntry of a ^Id^er. You were content to fet your name 
M oppofitionto.amani who would probably continue in concealment^ 
You vnderftood the terms, upon which we were to corre&ond, and gave 
atiaaftatacit etfcnt to tjiena. After volnntarily attadiing me under 
the charafter of Jonius^ what poffible right have you to know me 
under aiw other? Wyi you forgive me If I iafinuace to you^ that you 
forefaw (oroe honour in die apparent fpirit of coming forward in perton^ 
and that yon were not quite indiifcreat to the diiplay of your liierary 
qualifications? 

You cannot but know that the rcpublicatfon of m<j letters vras n^ 
aiore than a catchpeupy contfiyagace of a printer^ in which it was im^ 
poiCble I ihonld.be cpncenifd» and for which I am no way anfwerable^ 
At the faane time I wi(h yo!a to underhand » that if I do not take th^ 
trouble of reprinting tbeiepap^s^ it is not from any fear of giving offence 
Jba Sir William Drapei:, 

Your reinaiks upon a iignatiMW» adopted merely for dtdindion, are 
vnwDiidiy of -notice \ bnt when you tell me I have i'ubmitted to be called 
II Isar and a €oward« I m«4 »4 ypa in my turn, whether you feribufly 
think it any way incumbrnt upon me to take nouce of the (illy invec^ 
civee of every fimpltton, who writes in a newa^fMmer^ and what opi* 
«uon yon would kave eonceived of nay difi:reti#n> it I ha<I l^fiered myr 
fg^l to be the dupe of £» ihallow an artifice ? 

Your ^npeaj to the fwo|d» .though con(ftent enough unth your Iat| 

f ro£efnon» will neither prote yonr innoeence por clear you irom fiif- 

' pi<40lli 
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piclon.— Youf cotoiplsttnts with r^^d to the ManilU ranfom ^ere» 
tor a confiderable time, a-diftrefs to government. You were appointed 
(firreatly out of your turn) to the command of a re^ment, and during 
tU^it adminiftration Mre heard no' more- of Sir William Draper. The 
fafts of ^hich I fpeak, may indeed be varioiifly accounted for," but tfiey 
are too notorious to be denied; and I thihlc you might have learnt at 
the univerfity that a falfe conclu(ton is. an error in argument, not a 
breach of veracity. Your folicitations 1 doubt not werje renewed under 
dxnother adminiftration. Admitting the fa^, I fear an indifferent perloi^ 
would only infer from it that expeiience had made you acquainted yifitl|. 
the benefits of complaining, j^emember, Sir, that you have yoiu-iel| 
jcoxfefled that, ct^/idering the crHicalJituat}$n qf this cmntry^. tbe mifii/ky 
i/uT£ In the right to temporfe^ivith SpaiM. This con&flion reduces you to 
:aA unfortunate dilemma. By renewing your folicitations, you muft 
either mean to force your country into 'a war at a moft un&afonabl« 
)xin6hire ; or, having no view or expeflation of that kind, that you look 
tor nothing but a pnvate compenfation to yourfelf. 

As to me, it is by no means neceffai-y that I (hould be expofed to the 
re^ntojient of the wgrft and the moft powerful men in this country, 
though I may be indifferent about yours. Though yott would fight^ 
there are others who would aiTaflinate. 

But after all. Sir, where is\he injury? You affure me that my logic 
is puerile and tiniei, that it carries not the leaft weight or conviction* 
that my premifes are falfe and my concluiions abfurd. If this be a juft 
defcription of me, how is it poffible for fuch a writer to difturb your 
peace of mind, or injure a chaf after fo well eftabliftied as yours ? Take 
care, Sir WilKarn, how you indulge thi« unruly temper, left the worl^ 
ftiQuld fofpeft that confcience has fome (hare in your refentments. Yon 
have more to fear from the U'cachery of your own paflions, tlian from 
any malevolence of mine. 

I believe. Sir, you will never know me. A confiderable time muft: 
certainly elapie before we are peribnally acquainted. Yqu need not^ 
^Qweyer-, Jfegret the delay, or fuffev an. apprehenfion ^at any length of 
Um6ca>ueftcirey:QutothccluiJiianm.eckafifs of your tempipr, and difs^poii^t 
your prefcnt indignation. If I underftand your character, there is in 
your dwn hreaft a repertory, in which your refentments may be £ifely 
laid up for future occafion%» and preferved without the hazard 6f dimi- 
nution. Thc-Odia inkngum jaciens^ qua recqnderet^ aH3aJjue promeret, 
i thought had only belonged to the worft charafter of antiq^iity. The 
text is mTacitus5— -you Know beft where to look for the commentary.' 
' ' ' } \i^l\Jti. 

Extras of a Letter from an Aldtrman of B£]>ford to hU Son mJ^ndon,, 

Beiffird, JVednefd^ Sept^ ^ 1769. 

Jly dear Harry, 
QUR town is once more free, thanks to a worthy fpirited fet of gentlemen 
who have favcd ul from a bondage which ^tt the noble firmnefs and indepen- 
dency of the cprporation would have ftrugglod- with in vain without their aifift- 
ance. 

Mr. Heaven, our mayor, was offered thirethourind pounds, and on his refuCal 
of that fum^ a Carte Biancbe, Hill,. Cave, £|kevington, Howard, &c. the alder- 
men and common-coiincil will be,immoi[tal.. They have refufed fiv« hundred 
pounds a man, and one of -them fifteen hundred pounds. As foon as the duke 
of Bedford )cqew-that we .w.ere determined to ihake off his yoke, the Swan 
and other bpufes were opened at Bedford, and for the laft week a conftant 
negociatlon_ha£ hpen on foot« All the tradefmen and others in London that 

Yoi, V» ^ . / G ^ were 
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were fuppofed to hive any intereft with the'corporatlooy were franked down ta 
Bedford to try their influence in favour of the duke. 

On Friday laft Sir Robert Bernard, with about two hundred gentlemen, came 
down from London in poft-chaifes, which encouraged us exceedingly to perlevere 
in fpite of menaces and bribes. Above two hundred more came in from the 

neighbouring country ; Amongft whom were the honourable Trevor 

Hampden, Sir Gileas Payne, Bart, the Rev. Charles Dickens, D. D. Ritv. James 
Pavell, D. D. Rev. John Kippax, D. D. Rev. James To.-kington, L. L. D. &c. 

On Saturday morning the duke of Bedford came to the council-chamber, and 
objected ftroogly to Mr. Cawne, who was propofed by the court of aldermen 
98 mayor for the enfuing year. He was anfwered^by the prefent mayor, Mr. 
Heaven, that they bad fixed on Mr. Cawne in conformity to his grace's former 
djre^ions to chufe a gentleman of the beft chara6ter, fortune and abilities j and 
that they knew no one fuperior to Mr.. Cawne in thofe refpeds. His grace thcsi 
objeded to the making of any freemen $ though many had been made to oblige 
him at different times. He called it a tbeft, and fbbing him of the Borough— 
faid it was iilegai, mpoffihie, that they could not jufttfy it: But not being able to 
prevail in preventing it, his grace then deftred they would likewife make fom^ 
freemen in his intereft, which the corporation confented to, and above twenty 
have been made freemc.i to oblige him. 

The names of the propofed freemen were then read : AH which his grace 
heard in filcnce till the name of John Hornc, of New Brentford, Middlefex, 
Clerk, was pronounced : His grace could then contain htmfelf no longer. He 
faid, if t|iat was the cafe, if they admitted fuch a^man as that, all was over, he 
gave them up; they muft expedt no more f>eacei that Mr. Home was a man that 
would let no one be quiet either in bis county or his borough; that he had been 
the caufe of all the difturbances in Mlddlefex, London, Surry, and the whole 
kingdom ; that he was a ftirrer of fedithn (we fuppofe he meant fuch fed'ttion as 
this;) a reftlefs, turbulent fpirit, &c. That if they would go on to^ he would 
bring them into Weftminfter-hall. He would fhew them no mercy. If they 
made the flighted miftake in their proceedings, they ihould be profecuted with the 
utmoft rigour, &;c. He charged them with ingratitude and with a breach of 
their engagements; and on fomething of this laft fort being objcfted to himfelF, 
he anfwered, that if be had broken his word with them, it did notjuftify them for 
breaking their toorii, tuitb him. In fine, after much foothing and raging, the cor- 
poration determined againft the duke by a divifion of feventeen to eleven. His 
grace then withdrew, promifing them that he would be prefent on the Monday 
following. 

The corporation then adjourned to the common hall, and fwore in a number 
of freemen, the moft refpedtable it is fuppofed for property and charadVer that ever 
were admitted at one time. 

On Sunday evening the dukes of Bedford and Marlborough, Sir George Of- 
borne. Sir John Hinde Cotton, George Onflow, Efq; Mr. Whitbread, one of the 
members for this town. Colonel Burgoyne, Mr. Palmer, the duke*s' fteward, the 
duke's deputy (as recorder of Bedford) and many others came to the Swan ; but 
not finding that ihe exprefles they had difpatched had brought in any confiderable 
Auniber of freemen, the two dukes quitted the town. 

The following is handed about as authentic, and, as faid, will be verified by 
aflldavit that the feveral largeiTes under-mentioned were venally offered at the 
Utc ele^ion at Bedford viz. 
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Mr. Mayor, from 


3000 


to 


xoooo 


Mr. Harrifon, 


300 


to 


450 


Mr. Rofe, 


300 


to 


350 


Mr. Palmer, barber. 


300 


to 


35P 


Mr. Somner, publican. 


500 


to 


550 


Mr.'Skevington, baker^ 


■500 


to 


550 
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That the tenns were rqed^ed with difdain, notwithftandlng the narrow circum-* 
ilances of fome. It is added, that fome of the wives attended their hufbands to 
the place of eleftlon, teftifying their glory in the uncorrupt and unfhakea inte- 
grity o^ their good men^ in fpice of the meaanefs of their fortunes. 



To bit Grace the Duke of B— .— «d. 
^IfyLoRX), 
Y^U ^^^ fo little accuftomed to receive any marks of refpc^ or efteem front 
the public^ that if, in the following lines, a compliment or expreffion of ap- 
ftlaufe ihould efcape me, I fear you would confider it as a mockery of your efta- 
blifhed charader, and perhaps an infult to your underftanding. You have nice 
feelings, my lord, if we may judge from your rcfentmcnts. Cautiou8*tbereforc 
of giving offence, where you have fo little ^eferved it, I ihall leave the illuftra- 
tioQ of your virtues to other hands. Your friends have a privilege to play upon 
the eafinefs of your temper, or poflibly they are better acquainted with your good 
qualities than I am. You have done good by i^ealth. The reft is upon record* 
You have ftill left ample room for fpeculation, when panegyric is exhaufted. 

You are indeed a very confiderable man. The higheft rank; — a.fplendid for« 
tune J and a name, glorious till it was yours, were fufficient to have fupported 
you with meaner abilities than I think you pofTefs. From the firft you derived a 
con ftitutional claim of refpe£l: ; from the fecond, a natural extenfive authority; 
—the laft created a partial expe£lation of hereditary virtues. The ufe you have 
made of thefe uncommon advantages might have been more honourable to your- 
felf, but could not be more inftrudlive to mankind. We may trace it in the 
veneration of your country, the choice of your friends, and in the accompliOiment 
of every fanguine hope, which the public might have conceived from the illuftri- 
cus name of R— — 1. 

The eminence of your ftation gave you a commanding profpeA of your duty. 
The road, which led to honour, was open to your view. You could, not lofe it 
by millake, and you had no temptation to depart from it by defign* Compare the 
natural dignity and importance of the richeft peer of England; — the noble inde- 
pendance, which he might have maintained in parliament; and the real intereft 
and refpe^t, which he might have acquired, not only in parliament, but through 
the whole kingdom ; compare th^fe glorious diftin^ions with the ambition of 
holding a Hiare in government,, the emoluments ol a place, the fale of a borough> 
or the purchafe of a corporation; and though you may not regret the virtues, 
which create refpe^, you may fee with anguifli, how much real importance and 
authority you have loft. Confider the charadler of an independent, virtuous duke 

of ; indagine what he might be in this country, then reAed one moment 

upon what you are. If it be poffible for me to withdraw my attention from the 
fa£t, I will tell you in theory what fuch a man might be. 

Confcious of his own weight and importance, his condu£l in parliament would 
be dire£led by nothing, hut the conftitutional duty of a peer. He would condder 
himfelf as a guardian of the laws. Willing to fupport the juft meafures of go- 
vernment, but determined , to ohferve the conduft of the minifter with fufpicioo, 
he would oppofe the violence of fa£lion with as much firmnefs, as the encroach- 
ments of prerogative. He would be as little cipable of bargaining with the mini-' 
ftcr for places for himfelf or his dependants, as of defcending to mix hirofelf in 
the intrigues of oppoHtion. Whenever an important queftion called for his opi- 
nion in parliament, he would be heard, by the moft profligate minifter, with de- 
ference and refpe£i. "His authority would either fan£iify, or difgrace the mea- 
sures of government. The people would look up to him as to their proteftor, 
and a virtuous prince would have one honeft man in his dominions, in whofe in- 
tegrity and judgment. he might fafely confide. If it fliould be the will of provi- 
dence to afflift him with a domeftic misfortune, he would fubmit to the ftroke, 
with feeling, but not witliout dignity. He would confider the people as his 
children, and receive a generous heart-felt confolation, m the fympathifing tears, 
and bleffings of his country. ^ ... . 

Your grace may probably difcover fomething more intelligible in the negative 
part of this illuftrious charaflcr. The man I have defcrjbcd would never profti- 

C g a t^te 
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ttittlis digmky In parliament by an indecent ▼lolence either ?n oppofing or 4e- 
ftnding a minifter. He would not at one moment rancoruroiifly petfecute; at 
another bafcly cringe to the favourite of his f— * — n. After outraging the 
royal dignity with peremptory conditions, little fhort of Dnenace 'and hoftility, he 
would never defcend to the humUity of folicitiAg an interview with the favourite, 
and of offering to recover, at any price^ the honour of hit friendship. Though 
deceived perhaps in his youth, lie^ould not, through the courfe of a long Hfe, 
l|ave invariably chofen his friends from among the moft profligate of mankind. 
His own honour would have fbrbidden him from •mixing his private pieafures or 
converiktion with jockeys, gamefters, blafphemers, gladiators, or buffoons. He 
would thenhaVe never felt, much lefs would he haVe fubmitted to the -humiliat- 
ing, dllhoneft 'toeceflity, of engaging in the interefts and intrigues of liis depen- 
dants, of fupplying their vices, or Relieving their beggary, at the expence of bis 
country. He would not have betrayisd fuch ignorance or fuch contempt of the 
conftitution, as openly to av6w, in a court of juftice, the purchafe and fale of a 
borough. He would not hstve thought it conliftent with his rank in the flate, or 
even with his perfonal importance, to be the little tyrant of a little cbrporation. 
He would never have been infulted with virtues, which he had laboured to ex- 
tinguiih, nor fuiFered the difgrace of a mortifyiiig defeat, which has made hixn 
ridiculous and contemptible, even to the few by whom he was not detefled — I re- 
Terence the afflictions of a goo^l man — His forroWs are facred. But how can we 
take part in the diflfefTes of a man, Vhom we can neither l6ve nor efieem ; or 
feel for a calamity, of which he himfelf is infenfible. Where was the father*s 
heart when he could look fbr, or find an immediate confolation for the lofs of an 
only fon, in confultations and bargains for a plaCe at court, and even in the mifcry 
of ballotting at the India houfe ! 

Admitting then that you have tniftaken or deferted'thbfe honourable principlev^ 
yrhich ought to have direded your condud ; admitting that vou have as Uttle 
claim to private affe&ion as to public efteem, let us fee liirith what abilities, with 
what degree of judgment, you have carried your own Tyftem into execution. A 
great man, in the fuccefs and e^en in the magnitude of his crimes, finds a refcue 
from contempt. Vour grace is every way unfortunate. Yet I will hot Idtfk back 
to thofe. ridiculous fcenes, by which, in your earlier days, you thought it an ho- 
nour to be diftinguifhed; the recorded ftripes, the public infamy, your own fuffer- 
ings, or Mr. R-.-.-- fortitude. The eventp undoubtedly left an impreffion, 
though not upon your mind. To fuch a mind, it may perhaps be a pleafure to 
^ed, that there is hardly a corner of any of his majef{y*s kingdoms, eicept 
France, in ifhich, atone time or other, your valuable life has not been in dan- 
ger. Amiable man ! We ice and acknowledge the ptotedHon of providence, by 
which you have fo often efcaped the perfonal deteftation of your feilo^iv^ fubjedls, 
and are ftiU referved fbr the public juflice of your country. 

Your hiftory begins to be important at that aufpicious period, at which yott 
were deputed to reprefent the earl of Bute, at the court of Verfailles. It was an 
honourable office, and executed with the fame fpirit with which it was accepted* 
Your patrons wahted an ambaiTador, Who would fubmit to make conceffions, 
without daring to infifl upon any honourable condition for his fovereign. Their 
bufinefs required a man, who had as little feeling for his bwn dignity as for the 
.welfare of his country; and they found hitn in the firfi: tahk of the nobility. 
Belteifle, Coree, Guadalupe, St. Lucia, Martinique, the Fiihery, and the Ha* 
Tanna, are glorious inohuments of your grace's talents for ne|odatiOn. My 
' lord, we are too well acquainted with your pecuniary character, to think it poffi- 
ble, that fo many public facrifices fhould have been hiade, Without fome private 
compenfations. x our conduct carries with it an interior eridence, beyond all 
the legal proofs of a court of jiiiHce. E^en the callous pride of lord £gitmoikt 
was alarmed. He faw and felt his own dilhonour in correfponding wldi you j 
and there certainly was a'mdment, at which'he iheant to have i^flfted, Bad not a 
fatal lethargy prevailed over his faculties, and <^arried all ftnfe and m^nory away 
with it. 

I will not pretend to fpecify the fecret terms on which you were Invited *to 
iupport an adminifiration, which lord Bute pretended to leave in full pofleffibn of 
their minifterial authority, and perfe^ly maftesaof themielvee. He vrtsnot of 
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m temper to relinquifh power, though he retired from employment. St^pulatfoiit 

^were certainly made between your grace and him, and certainly violated. After 

^^vw^o years fubmiillon, you thought you had coUe^ed a ftrength fufEcieat to cob- 

troul his induence, and that it was your turn to be a tyrant, becaufe you had 

b^en a flave. When you found yourfelf miilakea in your opinion of your graci- 

ovs inafter*8 firmnefs, difappointment got the better of all your humble difcretion, 

a.iid carried you to an exccfs of outrage to his perfon, as diftant from true fplrit 

as from all decency and refpe£t. After robbing him of the rights of a king, you 

-vpould not permit him to preferve the honour of a gentleman. It was then lord 

IVeymouth was nominated to Ireland, and difpatched (we well remember with 

ivhat indecent hurry) to plunder the treafury of the firft fruits of an employment 

iivhich you well knew he was never to execute. 

This fudden declaration of war againft the favourite might have gives you a 
momentary merit with the public, if it had either been adopted upon principle 
or maintained with refolation. Without Rooking back to all your former fer- 
vility, we need only obfenre' your fubfequent conduct, to fee upon wha: motives 
you a£ted. Apparently united with Mr. Grenville, you waited until lord Rock- 
ingham *s feeble adminiftration ihould diflTolve in its' own weaknefs. The mo- 
ment their difmiilion was fufpeded, the moment you perceived that another 
fyftem was adopted in the clofet, you thought it no difgrace to return to your 
former dependance> and folicit once more the friendihip of lord Bute. Yon 
begged an interview, at which he had fpiric enough to treat you with con- 
tempt, " ^ 

1^ would now be of little ufe to point out, by what a train of weak, iajudicioua . 
meafiiFes, it became neceflary, or was thought fo, to call you back to a Hiare in 
the adminiftration. The friends, -whom you did not in the leaft inftance defert> 
were not of a chara^er to add ftrength or credit to government; and at that time 
your alliance with th6 duke of Graftdn was, I prefume, hardly forefeen. We 
muft look for other ftipulations to account for that fudden refolution of the 
elofet, by which three of your dependants (whofe phara&ers, I think, cannot be 
lefs refpefled than they are) were advanced to offices, through which you 
might again controul the minifter, ahd probably engrofs the whole direction Of 
affairs. 

The poiTeifion of abfoiute power is now. once more within your rsaclv. The 
Qieafures you have taken to obtain and confirm it, are too grofs to efcape the eye« 
-of a difcerning judicious prince. His palace is belieged ; the lines of circumvaU 
lation are drawing round him } and unlefs he finds a refource in his own adtivity, 
or in the attachment of the real friends of his family, the befl of princes mufl 
fubtait to the confinement of a ftateprifoner, until your grace's death, or (om^ 
lefs fortunate event, fhall raife the fiege. For the prefent you may fafely refume 
that flile of infult and menace, which even a private gentleman cannot fubmit to 
hear without being contemptible. * Mr. Mackenzie's hiftory is not yet forgotten. 
and you may find precedents enough of the mode in which an imperiouo fubjedt 
may fignify his pieafure to' his foverelgn. Where will this gracious monarch look 
for ^ffiflancc, when the -wretched G— — n, could forget his obligations to his 
fflofber, and defert him for a hollow alliaitce with fuch^ a man as the duke of 

Let- us confider you then as arrived at the fummit of worldly greatnefs: let us 
^uppOfe that all your plans of avarice and ambitiori are accomplifhed, arid yoUr 
inofi fanguine withes gratified in the fear, as well as 'the hatred of the people: 
-Can age itfelf forget that you are now in the idft a£t of. life? Can grey halts 
•make folly venepbls ? and is there no period' to he referv^d for meditation and 
jetirement ? For fhame, my lord ; let it not be recorded of you, that the lateft 
moments of your life were dedicated to the fame unworthy purfuits, the fame 
"hufy agitations, in which your youth ind manhood were exhaufted. Confider 
-that, although yoo cannot difgraec y«lir former life, you-are violating thedha- 
n€teT of age, and expofing the impotent imbecility, after $<nx have lofl the .vi- 
Igour of the pafliens. 

Your friends willafk, perhaps, whitherfhall this unhappy old -man retire? 
Can he remain in the metropolis, where his life has been To often thi<eateneiii, 
and his pjUacc fo often attacked? If he returns 'to 'W*-^--'n, fcofn and toocfcery 
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avail him. He mu/(, create a folitude round his eftate^ if he would aVoFd tde 
face of reproach and derifion. At Plymouth, his deftru^lion would be merer 
than probable; at £xeter> inevitable. No honeft Englishman wiH ever forget hi» 
attachment, nor any honeft Scotchman furgivc his treachery to lord Bate. At 
every town he enters he muft change his liveries and his name. Which ever way 
beflies, the Hue and Cry of the country purfues him. 
* In aAotber kingdom indeed, the blefsings of his adminiftration have been more 
lenfibly feltj — his virtues better underftoodj — or at worft, they will not, for hin> 
alone, forget their hofpitality. — As well m'ight Vkrrzs have returned to Sicily. 
You have twicrf efcaped, my lord j — beware of a third experiment. The indig- 
nation of a whole people, plundered, infulted, and opprefl'ed as they have been, 
viil not always he difappoiilted. 

It is in vain therefore to ihift the fcene. You can no more fly from your 
enemies than from yourfclf, Perfecuted abroad, you look into your own heart 
for confolftion, and find nothing but reproaches and dcfpair. But, my lord, yoa * 
nay quit the field of bufinefs,- though not the field of danger; and though ydiz 
cannot be lafe, you may ceafe to be ridiculous. I fear you have Jiftened too long 
to the advice of thofe pernicious friends, with whofc intercfts yfiu have fordidly 
united your own, and for whom you have facrificcd every thing that ought to 
be dear to a man of hopour. They are ftill bafib enough to encourage the follies 
of youir age, as they once did the vices of your youth. As little acquainted 
with the rules of decorum, as with the laws of morality, they will not fufferyou 
to profit by experience, nor even to confult the propriety of a bad character. 
£ven now they tell you, that life is no more tha'n a dramatic fcene, in which the 
liero fiiould preferve his confiftcney to the laft, and that as you lived without vir- 
tue, you ihould die without repentance. J 'V N , I US, 

To ifts Grace the Duke of Grafton, on the true Meaning of 
My Lord the nvord Party. 

HOWEVER minifterial writers may attempt to brand the op- 
pofition with the odious name of fadlion ; however they 
may find fault with the features, complexions, and the profef- 
fions of the friends of the conftitution ; however they may cavil 
at the njuords of a petition, and endeavour by their ridiculous 
criticifms to confound the intention with the mode of application ; 
every honefl, difpaifionate man niuit, while their endeavour tend? 
to the public good, applaud the motives of their condud, however their 
judgments may be miflaken either in the language or modification. 

Properly fpeaking, i6y lord, hy party we underltanda national 
divifion in point of opinion concerning fome fundamental prin- 
ciples or modes of government. While the real intereft of our 
country is the only obje£b of oppofition — while this. national 
divifion only regards the public roeafures of adminiAration— 4t is 
»ot at all incompatible with that national concord which ought to 
unite the people when the general fafety of the conftitution is at 
ftake. It is the jealoufy of patriotifm, not the rancour of par- 
ty — the warmth 6i candour, not the violence of hate. But whea 
the intereft of our country, as founded on the laws of the confti- 
tution» ceafes to be the /ubjedl of contention — when the oppofi*- 
tion no longer regards public meafures, but are ftimulated by per- 
fonal confiderations, or perfonal animofities, the virtue which 
united tliem in the fervice of the conftitution, will then ceafe and 
degenerate into a faflion. 

Whether the prefent oppofition is founded on the principles of 

true patriotifm, or whether it is only agitated by a malicious 

fpirit of perfonal diflike to the conductors, of government, and not. 

. to the pernicious meafures they have adopted, or whether they de- 

li:rve to be ftigmatizedby mercenary writers as difaffedted fubjeds^ 
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-leSitious and ' turbulent incendaries» I appeal, my lord, to tlic 
cliftinguifhed loyalty and unlhaken zeal for the conftitution whiclt 
have always marked the charadlers of the gentlemen in the op- 
poiition; — I appeal to the many inftances of unconftitutional me»- 
fures that have been praflifed by the prefent miniftry ; meafures, 
my lord, which have fixed fuch an indelible ftain of infamy on 
their chara£lers here, as will not be expunged from their memories 
. hereafter. 

That there is a fa6Vion, and a wicked one in this unhappy 
country, is, alas ! too true, fcut that it is to be found in the op- 
pofition is equally falfe : whoever it exifts, it does not become mc 
to enquire ; but as I have freely given my opinion of party ^ and 
have, I hope, fully proved, that the difinterefted love of the cott^ 
ftitutio^ is the only objeft of the prefent oppofition to govern- 
ment, I ftiall now point out the dillinguifhing marks of fadiiou^ , 
and le^ye the difquifition to your grace's fagacity, whether it exifts 
in the neighbourhood of Bifhopfgate-ftreet — the purlieus of St. 
■ James% or any other part of the kingdom. 

A fadion, my lord, is a combination of men who do not aft 
from any fettled principles of party — from any juft motives qf 
national benefit, or from any generous fentimentsof hoiiouf; but 
who, without regard to the public voice, without any compunc- 
tion of fhame, or remorfe of confcience, oblHnately purfue their 
own private advantage at the expence of every moral and fecial 
virtue, and often to the irreparable injury of their country. Such, 
toy lord, is the diftindion between fadion and party ; and to the 
impartial, the" difpaflionate part of mankind, i fubmit, whether 
your moft" zealous advocates can juftly accufe the prefent oppoii- 
tion cither of difloyalty or fedition. 

However adlive you may be in promoting your own intereft, 
and that of your dependants ; however zealous you are to defend 
your public charafter ; 'however alerf in divulging infignificant- 

tranfadlions to your r 1 mafter ; yet, my lord, that you have 

been deficiejit in one of the principal duties t)f your office, an en- 
quiry into fome recent matters, will inconteflibly prove. 

The moment your grace received that infamous letter from Mr* 

S- ■ r V --, you haftened back to the King, whom you 

had juft parted with, and with an ill-natured avidity communi- 
cated the contents. It was indeed a convincing proof of the wri- 
ter's apoftacy, but the divulging it firft to your fovereign, and 
then to the public, was by no means a teftimony of your incor- 
ruptibility. The reverfion of the employment was pre-difpofed 
of. If that had not been the cafe, or if Mr. V > ' had been 
thehigheft bidder, not a tittle of the tranfaflion would have come 
to light. Mr. V ^— would have been in poiTefiion of the re- 
verfion ; your grace would have pocketed the affront, and thepub- 
. lie would have been totally ignorant of the whole matter. 

Bribery, however notorious, is generally praftifed in fuch fe- 
crefy as not to admit of pofitive, legal proof. It is connived at, 
bccaufe the parties on each fide are equally and apparently guilty: 
for this reaion, my lord, ihofe heavy charges contained in Doftor 
■Mufgrave's addrcfs may, in all probability,- fall to the ground, 
without any conllitutional enquiry. You rejoice that^none qf 
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avail bim. He muf^ create a fulitude round his eftate, if hew 
face of reproach and derifion. At PJyfnouth, his deftru£lion v 
than probable } at £xeter> inevitable. No honeft EngliHiman wil' 
attachment, nor any honeft Scotchman forgive his treachery to 
every town he enters he muft change his liveries and his name. 
be flies, the Hue and Cry of the country purfues him. 
• In another kingdom indeed, the blefsings of his adminiftrati 
lenfibly fcltj — his virtues better underftood j— or at worft, th 
alone, forget their hofpitality. — As well might Virres hav 
You have twicrf efcaped, my lord j — beware of a third expc 
nation of a whole people, plundered, infulted, and opprefl'c 
vill not always be difappointed. 

It is in vain therefore to ihift the fcene. You can r 
cnermes than from you rfclf. Perfecuted abroad, you \o 
for confolftion, and find nothing but reproaches and dc f 
may quit the field of bufinefs,- though not the field of 
cannot be lafe, you may ceafe to be ridiculous, I feor 
to the advice of thofe pernicious friends, with whofc 
united your own, and for whom you have facrificed 
be dear to a man of hopour. They are ftill bafe en- 
of your age, as they once did the vices of your - 
with the rules of decorum, as with the laws of moi\ 
to profit by experience, nor even to confult the 
Even now they tell you, that life is no more than 
hero fiiould preferve his confiftcney to the laft, ar 
{ue, you ihould die without repentance. 

To hts Grace the Duke of Graft o:. 
My Lord the nvord Par : 

HOWEVER minifterial writers m: 
pofition with the odious name 
may find fault with the features, ^ 

fions of the friends of the conftitui 
at the ^ords of a petition, and 
criticifms to confound the intentior 
every honefl, difpaifionate man n. 
to the public good, applaud the moti 
judgmmts may be miftaken either 
Properly fpeaking, nfiylord, \ 
divifion in point of opinion cor. ~ 
ciples or modes of government 
country is the only objedl of ' 
diviiion only regards the publi ~ 
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odinn, contrary to all l^ws Jwth 
^.ace impariially rcpref^ted to 
.'>ofition of his fubjedts ?-^Have 
I hat with the good of the con^- 
vied ?— That on the general wepl 
.; :lic liberty to coiixplajti of grie- 
;^That the public voice is the 
,nd that it is the bcft, tbe im- 
^^?— Thcf?, my lord^ are the 
thcfe afe the truths which pu 
V ur fo V e reign . O n fuch a m i n i - 
* swuiiincence to iavtili its i^vours,^ 
d on 3 polluted breaii— Ho- 
^wed, only feive to disgrace 
fc aiid virtuousj andinlUad 
4 rife to fplendid infamy. 
^ T UL LIUS. 
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'*^'mteJj fee Page 138. 

^\'ceUencj the G§wrnor ^as plea/id 
' of ReprefenteUi'uesi ifiz, 

'^'fativesy 

^ctter I have re* - 

' It I would 

by qaar- 

- provided 

ou the faid 

^bertfon^ to- 

fubjca. The 

ands of Colonel 

c to your order. 

your confideratioji, 

lame, fo far at leaft 

ce a reqnifition to you^ 

-1 ther quartering his ina- 

d Caftle-ifland, according 

lon was made for the 6^h 

the Caftle-ifland, by my or- 

Butnow the general cotirt is 

I take order in this bu^n^f?^ and 

or that pupofe, without which fur- 

0. I deiire you would adl there- 

. underftand that the puarterin^ the 

barracks i^ delayed for want of it. 

» 

FRA. BERNARD* 

ilcncy the governor was pleafed to (end ihe 
i the houfe olreprefentatives, yvti - 

. en of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, . 

- is drawing to a concjofion, I muft define that yon 

r.fwer to my meiTage of Thurfday lafl, and that yow 

ih between the charges ariiing from the hiring h^x* 

jrnifhing them, and the charges of purchafing fuch pco-. 

> are direded by a6l of parliament to be provided by thO' 

.' ; and that you will aifo givei an anfwer, whether you. 

. . will not eftabliih funds for the future fupplying proviflenii.' 

•rding to ad of parliament, to the troops quartered in ^bkr- 

. .cs in the town of Bofton, or which ihall or may be quarj^rodi 

.. the provincial barracks on theCaflle-inand, or either of them. 

.-ind I defire that you will be implicit and diftind in thefe pariK* 

culars, that there may be no miftake in the report of your refi)^ 

lucions on thefe heads ; 

In my former meiTage I omitted to inforni you, that the.lMir*: 
racks on Caftle-ifland will not conveniently hold a. regiment 
without an additional building for officers rooms; the want of 
VoL.Vt H h 
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thefc allegations can b^Uid to your account. Nobody ^ I amfiira, 
will deny you that felf-exultation, when fuch fort of negative 
merit is the only virtue you can boafl of in your public charafter. 
Indeed, the only merit your moJCt fanguine advocates contend 
for, is your fteady perfeverance in thofe mcafures yon have hither- 
to adopted. Now, my lord> Ihould you make any conccffions-«r 
if you deviate in the lead from the political paths you have trod 
- in — if either through love of felf- intereH, or fear of public ven- 
geance (for DO other motive can urge yon to it) you procu,re Colonel 
Luttrel)*s removal as member for the county of Middlefex» and 
fufFer Mr. Wilkes to fupply his place, the tew friends you Jiavc 
left muil be fox ever filent evenio their praifes of your uniformity 
of condu6l. Befidcs, fuch a ftep would Mtterly deftrOy the whole 
fyilem of law and politics contained in that laborious pamphlet, 
crroneoufly intituled, " The Cafe of the late eleShn fir the cou^tf 
*• 9fMiddUjeXi as founded on the Uiaj's of the conftituiion'* — would point 
blank give the lye to Dr. Blackftone's ^erbal^ thoi^gh quite confif- 
tent with his ^written opinion, — and would, in fa^* b^ an attemj^t 
once more to prove that a majority is a minoi:ity. 

Are there not many enormities, my lord; of a more public 
nature, and of a more dangerous tendency to the well-being of 
the conflitution, than the ridiculous letter of a half-witted mer- 
chant, which an upright minider ought to inveftigate ? It was no 
part of your official duty — it was by no means a proof of your 
integrity to expofe that vile fcroll— it was ^ breach of faith, for 
though a villainous, it was (lill a confidential letter. 
V Have you faithfully told your r — I mailer that a right reverend 
bifhop has been notorioufly guilty of a breach of one ef the fun* 
damental laws of the conftitutioa ? — That inilead of an impofi- 
tion of hands, to confirm his flock in the pradlice of true Chrii- 
tian piety, he has endeavoured to fleece them not only of their 
, natural prerogative, but of cwtiy moral virtue, by an impo&tion 
on their confciences ?— >That inilead of perforn^ing the d^ties of 
his fpiritual fun6lion» he has been tampering with the infirmities qf 
his fellow-creatures, and with all the haughtinefs of facerdotal pride, 
commanding them to vote at an eledinn, contrary (o all Ifiws )x>th 
human and divine.— Has your grace impartially reprefeuted tp 
your fovercign the temper and difpofition of his fubje£ts ?'«-iHave 
you laboured to perfuade him, that with the good of the con^- 
munity his own happinefs is blended ? — That on the general wef 1 
his own glory is grafted ? — That the liberty to complain of grie- 
vances is a conflitutional right ? — That the. public voice is the 
oracle which he ought to confult, and that it \i the be(l, x\kQ un- 
erring decider of merit and of virtue ?— Thefe, my lord, are the 
duties incumbent on your flation : thefe are the truths which yoH 
ought to inculcate on the mind of your fovereign. 0^ fuch a mipi- 
fier, and fuch only, ought royal munificence to lavifb its favours.--*- 
The ftar will lofe its luilre when placed on a polluted breaA. — Ho- 
nours, partially and undefervedly bellowed, only ferve to difgrace 
the poileiror in theeflin»tionof the wife and virtuous, andinltesid 
of public approbations he will meanly rife to fplendid infamy. 

TU.LLIUS, 
• 
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Jmiriciot Papers continued ^ fee Page 138. 
Bvfi^Xs yufy 13 . Tburfday lafi bis Excellency the Governor ^asplea/ed 
to /end the follwoing Mejfage to the Houfe of RiprefenteUivest viz, 

Gentkmest.of the Houfe of Reprefentati'uesj 

I Hereby commanicate to you an extras of a letter I have re* - 
ceived fome time ago fromgeneral Gage, deiiring that I would 
lay before you the accounts of the expenditures incurred by quar- 
tering his majefly*s troops at Boilon, that funds may be provided 
for difcharging the fs^me. I accordingly lay before you the faid 
accounts, as- communicated to rae by Colonel Robertfon^ to* 
gether with a copy of a letter from him upon the fubjeft. The 
voachers referred to in the faid letter are in the hands of Colonel 
Jo(eph Goldthwait, who will produce the fame to your order. 
I defire that you will take thefe accounts into your confideration, 
and provide proper funds for difcharging the fame, fo far at leail 
as yott are required by law. 

I an^ alfo defired by the general, to make a reqnifition to you, 
that provifion may be made for the further quartering his ina- 
jefty'$ forces in the town of Bofton, and Caftle-ifland, accdi'ding 
to a& of parliament.— -This provifion was made for the 69th 
regiment, whilfl it was quartered in the CaiUe-iiland, by my or- 
der, with the advice of council. Butiibw the general court is 
£ttin|r it is proper that you iho'uld take prder in this bu£n^f9, and 
cfpecially in providing funds for that pi;pofe» without which fur- 
ther provifion can notoe made. I defire you would a£( there- 
upon as foon as you can* I underfiand that the puartering the 
^9th regiment in the cafile-barracj^s i^ delayed for want of it. 

July 0, 1769. . . ' ' 

^ ■ FRA. BERNARD. 

Yefterday his excellency the governor was pleafed to ien$l iM 
fdllo wing meflage to the. houfe orreprefentatiyes, viz^ 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, " .1 

As tlie feflion is drawing to a concjoiion, I muft defire thatyott 
wilt give an anfwer to my mefiage of Thurfd^y lafi, and that yow 
will difiinguifii between the charges arifing from the hiring b^^ 
racks and furnifiiing them, and the charges of purchafing fiich •pf6'^. 
vifions as are direSed by aft of parliament to be provided by the^ 
province ; and that you will alfo give an anfwer, whetljier .yott* 
will or will not^fiabiiih flinds for the future fupplying provi^QUl^/ 
according to^ ad of parliament, to the troops quartered in jb^r- 
racks In the town of JBofton, or which ihall or may be quartered) 
in theprovincial barracks on the Cafile -inland, or either of them.- 
And I defire that you will be implicit and diftinft in thefe par t^>* 
culars, that there may be no mifiake ii; the report of your reib^- 
Intions on thefe heads ; 

In my former mefiTage 1 omitted to inform you, that the,har-r 
jacks on Cafile-ifland will not conveniently hold a regjmcnt 
without an additional building for ofiicers rooms; the want of 

VoL.Vt H h. fuch 
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fiicli a luildipg h^8 bee{) enquired into by tlie cominiilSuy, an^ 
foand to bereal'/ afnd an e^fti^te of the exp'ence b^s been made, 
wliict I linderftand j^iioqnts to ;?6oI* I dcfire jh^t ypp will 
take thii alfo into confideration> aiid let Bie know your refoladoa 
tl^creupon. ^ ^ FRA. BERNARD. 

J»Jy «f. If 69. 

July 14. Thifoli6vnng aijlWer was font to bU cxtcUency'j 
pW) ^cffagee of the 6cK and '12th ipjiant. 

May it plc^c yp^r $3pc^U?ncy, 

TJmj houfe of rcprefentativea have coflte^nplatcd your fcvpra| 
|Be^ag$;s of the 6th and r^tli inftant> as fuHy as the time tp whic;b 
jroii were pl^afed to limit them would adnjit. - 

And a» general Gage'e letter on this fubjefl, dated the ijtb of 
May/ of which we are favoured with an cxtra6!t only, muft have 
bis(;|i fep^vAd tcfiu-e'tKr mei^tingof the general afieinbiy, we 
think it very extraordinary, that your excellency ihould Aifet 
five Qf $]t weejcs to elapfeV bef^r^ yon thought* proper to giv^ 
pis the le^ft iotm^tion of this matter, tt is alfb uirpriiing,.that 
fs the b^rraiik iba&er general. Colonel Robertfon, was i^ Bo^on 
^^^.f a i90Bth, the greatet part of which time'the genefa] aHTemibly 
wii^s fif^if^) we never b^ffore heard of the ^ ({emand, which he 
||.af^^4 thfi. hopoas to mak^," a^.he is pkafed to exprefs him- 
&II in fiifi letter to your eitcellency, oT toe i jth of Jrine. 
: ftp ififo/idrfful indeedi, that thishfouib flifoiiM have i)o notice of 
tl^ ^e^aQd, till the' |5th infant, and that a c^uickenlng me^ag^ 
Ihj^uld A3) iibon follbw; Between thefe meilSges, Lord's day inter- 
vening,. th£ houfebad ^idjourne^ as ulbal, from Saturduy to Mon- 
day. ■'■■■■ ' , * ^ ^ 

* ^^4t i^ truly a^on^fiiing, when the gracipas deifres of Maiefly 
itfeW; of" aids iii men and money,! in the.late w^r, iii wbieb-we 
6ftel^ Bled ■with'Clur fellow Tubjeds and brethren of Great Bri^ 
tain, as well^ as of America, and on other no lefs arduous occa- 
fions, liave \yifh fpyal €l^<tocy, and gmt cbhdefcen^oo, ever 
been in tim'^ ted in the tqrnx oplv of a reqiufiticja, th^ b^r^td^:- 
iMC^^Kg^neral Aould !ipl4 ft high and* pfiefop^oFy %. i^iie, as 
ito'^^drS defnand, muft'nepe'lTgfily Tmply^ I'lie indignity ih^s 
©•erfti^^byourexcellency^s; ppjjimifTipjn, ^yqwlcl h^^ve b??ft W.at 
fcir':eiititel^' between yodr eicpllepcy an 4 the bgrra^li-inaiier- 
IftifeMl, h^d.'it liot^been CQinmunicateaxo us as^j^piM^Bdage, 
iJor^etbmfrabieci your mpgagc qn the 6th. inftaftt, t^ieTubjfAof 
i¥hi^* we • ffiairiniDw 

'' '^heptibik proceedings of this Jio.yfe, will^ wtf«?ft» fnjEdently 
A^ij^tb'the wkble^i^qrw, and to all' ppftenty, the idea w^ cnr 
ievt^h of jhe fudden introduftion of a fleet ^nagLtfny here,;, of 
tbt blipariraUelled ih6thipd? yied to cffocyr^ i^if Ornament, and 
the itidiifetrgabie paiiii'o^f your excellency.' ^n^ a few inkercftcd 
l>erfons;^ to Keep up a ftaf^^iRg force hca-e by ie^ ^nd land> in a' 
tit^ehffiofiSmi peac'ei uiider the ipere pretence of then'eceifity ot 
pudi forte,' to aid the civil ai^thority. But \r?r6 it a time of war^ 
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i^tii tke heccffity ef ftch a force ever to grfeat, of wlifcTi it U 
admittecTthe King, by virtue of his undoubted pitrogative of 
inarching his armies, and direfting his fleets to any part of hit 
realm and dominions, is the/ole juc^e ; vet. Sir, it fiioiildever bi 
remembered, that the very nature of. a n-ee conJ({ituti<»^ req^diret 
that thofe fleets and tliofe armies, ihould be fupported only by 
aids voluntarily granted by the commons. Thus, tHl very litel^i 
they have baen fuppwted, not only in Great Britain aiid Ireland^ 
but in all the firitiih dominions. 

May it pleafe y.our excellency, we arc now conftrained 10 be 
very explicit upon the funds propofed, and the law alluded to^ 
both in your meflage of the 6th inftant, and in the extra^ t( 
General Giige*& letter before us. By funds* we prefume, il 
meant a provifion for the reimburfementof fuch expences as hate 
been occafioned, or may accrue, in confequence of qaartering 
the troops here; and by law, we prefume, is meant tie mtitifiy 
ii^f fo commonly called, which was paifed in the 6th year 0f the 
reign of our moft gracious fovereign. By this ad it is declared^ 
the officers and foldiers quartered as therein more particulady ejc- 
prefled, fhall from time to time be furnilhed and fupplied, by ft 
perfon or perfons, to be authorized or appointed for that purpofe^ 
Dy the governor and c6uncil of each refpedive province ; or tipon 
the'ne^ed or refufal of fuch governor and council in any pro- 
vince, then by two or more jullices of the peace, reflding in cm* 
Hear the place of quartering, with fire, and other ehumerated 
articles, and that the reipedive provinces fhall repay fuch perfoa 
«r peHbns, all fuch fum or'fums of money, by him or them paid for 
the taking, hiring, and fitting up uninhabited honfes, and for 
fiimittiing the officers and folmers therein, and in the barracks^ 
with fire, and the other enumerated articles; and fuch fum or 
iurtis, areby the faid a^ required to be raifed in fuch manner, as the 
pttblit charges for the provinces refpedively are raided : and it 
U alfo fm-ther declared by the faid a^ that the'extrtordinary ex* 
'peaces of carriages (hall be paid by the province or colony^ 
- whei^ the fame fliall arife. 

Ft<hn hence it is obvious, that a governor and <K)i^ndl have tto' 

ibore right by this a6l, to draw any money, out of the oolony trda* 

fury, than the two juftices mentioned therein* The duty pre* 

icribed ii entinely confined to th6 appointment of a perfon or p«r« 

ions CO furnifli and fupply the articles in faid acl mentioned. Such 

7 ii the unreafonablenels and feverity of the a6t, that it leaves t9 

thtf^fiFelttblies not the leaft colour of a privilege, bntonly the pi* 

dful fower to raife the fums in fuch manner as the public 

ckHrges of the provinces refpeftively are raiied. Hence it j« 

manifefl how unwarrantably ^he governor and council have adled 

itt the payments they have ordered between the diffolution of the 

laft year's aflbmbly, and the convening of. this, for articles fofr- 

. miflied hb Majeftj^'s 65 th- regiment, lately quartered in the bar- 

. . racks at Caftle William; for it is known/there was no fund pro- 

H h a irid«d ; 
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;\ided; confeqtieatly, tlere could be no appropriadolinfade %y 
the general court for that purpofc. ^ 

We ihall now, with your excellency's leave take a nearer view 
of the z€t of* parliament above-mentioned. This whok coati- 
. nent has, for fome years pa^» been diftrefTed with what are called 
adls for impoiing taxes on the colonics, for the expreis parpoie 
of rufing a revenue, and that without their confent in peribn, 
or by reprefentatives. This fubjedl has been fo fully handled 
, by the feveral ailbmblies, and in the publications that have been 
made, that we fliall be as brief as poffible upon that head: bat 
. betake leave to obferve that, in firidnefs, all thofe ads may 
be rather called, a^s for raifing a tribute in America, for the 
further purpofes of diffipation among placemen and penfioners. 
And if the preient fyftem of meafures fliould be much further 
purfued, it will foon be very difficult, if poffible to diftingoifh 
the cafe of widows and orphans in America, plundered by infa- 
mous informers, from thoie who fuifered under the adminiftratioa 
of the moft oppreffive of the governors of the Roman provin* 
ces, at a period when that once proud and haughty republic, af- 
ter having fubjugated the fineic kingdoms in the world, and 
' . drawn all the treafures of the Eaft to Imperial Rome, fell a (a- 
, crifice to the unbounded corruption and venality of its grandees* 
' But of all the new regulations, the Stamp Ad not excepted, 
this under confideration is the mo£t exceflively unreafonable* 
• For in effed, the yet free reprefentatives of the frte aflemblies of 
North- America, are called upon to repay of their own and their 
I conAituents money,, fach fum or fums, as perfons over whom the7 
can have no check or controul may be pleafed to expend ; As 
reprefentatives we are deputed by the people, agreeable to the 
, royal charter and the laws of the province* By that charter, 
' and the nature of our trufl, we are only empowered to grant fuch 
aids, and levy fuch taxes, for his majeHy's fervice, as are reafon- 
able, of which, if We are, not free and independent judges, wecan no 
. longer be frte reprefentatives, nor our conflituents free fnbjeds. 
. If we are free judges, we are at liberty to follow the dilates of 
our own underftanding, without regard to the mandates of ano- 
ther; much lefs can we be free judges, if we are but blindly 
to give as much of our own and our conflituents fubflapce as 
. may be commanded, or thought fit to be expended, by thofe 
we know not. 

Your excellency muft therefore excufe us in this exprefs decla- 
ration, that as we cannot, confiftently with our honour or inte*> 
reft, and moch lefs with the duty we owe our conftituents, fo we 
; ihaU never make provifion for the purpofes in your feveral mefia- 
. ges above mentioned. 

July 15. His excellency the governor prorogued the general 

aiTembly of this province tothe loth of January next; after having 

. At& figned feven bills, and making the following fpeech, vis. 

Gentlemen 
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Gendemen of the Hoafe of Repreieiitativ««. 

At the opening of this feffion, I had in contemplation the 
Expediency of pamng the public bills which were neceffary to the 

fovernraent with all dae expedition, and particularly the fupplf 
ill, without which the whole provincial debt, by a law thea 
fubfifting, would have been levied in one year, which woold 
kave been a great burthen upon the people. And I had refolved 
with myfelf to promote the expediting fuch neceiTary bills, and 
to avoid and remove, as far as I could, all difficulties which might 
cbflrud the fame. But, you gentlemen, had not the fame dif- 
pofition ; you not only put a ilop to all real buiinefs, with the 
moil trifling pretence, for fome weeks together; but you endea- 
voured, by all means you could, to oblige me, in the couHe 
of my duty, to put an abrupt end to this feilion, before yon 
ivould permit the neceifary buiinefs of the Province even to be 
brought before you. 

In this, gentlemen, you had fome fuccefs ; you put roe no* 
der the difficulty of either not making proper proviiloa for the 
ueceffary fervice of the government, which could not be done 
without continuing the feffion, or by a continuation of it, flicwr- 
ing a want of regard to the dignity of the crown* The alfertions, 
declarations and refolutions, which you have from the beginning 
of thefeffions to this~time, continued to iffue, in dire^ oppoHtion 
to the fenfe of the fovereign legislature, as it has been lately de- 
clared, and in terms entirely inconfiftent with the idea of this 
province bein^ a part of the Britilh empire, would have demand- . 
ed of the an immediate vindication of the honour of the crown* 
by putting an early end to this feffion, if 1 had not been reftraiaed 
by my concern for the exigencies of the Hate. And I muft relf 
«ip6n his Maje%'s favourable indulgence in accepting my atten« 
tion to the neceiSties of the people, in, lieu of the refentment 
which was due to the miibehaviour of their reprefentatives. 

To his roajefty therefore, and, if he pleafes, to his parliament, 
mnH be referred your invafion of the rights of the imperial fovc- 
reignty. By your own adts you will be jndged; you need 
not be apprehensive of any mifreprefentations ; as it is not ia 
the power of your enemies, if you have any, to add to your 
publications: they are plain and explicit, and need no com-* 
ment. 

It is my duty, and I fhall do it with regret, to tranfmit to the 
Sing true copies of your proceedings : and, that his majcfty may 
have an opportunity to fignify his pleafure thereupon before 
you meet again, 1 think it neceffary to prorogue this general 
coort immecOately to the ufual time of its meeting for the winter 
feffion. 

Council Chamber, July ic. 

FRA. BERNARD. 

The reprefentatives of this province, have, in a large houie 
of upwards of an hundred members, unanimoufly rcmonftratea 
againft the adminiJixation of Sir Francis Bernard, baronet* of 

Nettleham» 
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Kettlehanit governor of the province, as hariiig fcccn corrap^ 
and arbitrary ; and humbly petitioned the King« thst he may be 
foxiver, removed from this government.-— — It is iaid that above % 
dozen articles are therein exhibited againft him, with aiithentic 
proofs chiefly takeA from his own letters and fpecches of former 
and latter dates. ' 



Jtrui Copy of the Dutifid and Loyal Petition of the Town of Bojinn^ the 
Metropolis of the Province ofMaJfachufetts-.Bayy to the Kin^s mqft ex- 
telkntMajeJiyy njohich pajfedy Nemine Contratdicente, at an Annual 
Meeting of the feud Tiovw, legally called and held in March laft^ and by 
their Order ^ Signed by the ModeratOTy andtranfmittedto theHonourahk 
Ifaac Barrey EJq; in Loiidon, to heprefented iy him to his Majefty as 
Joon as might he* 

To the King*s moft Excellent Majcfty. 
Mod Graqious Sovereign, 

WE your Majefty's loyal fubjeds the freeholders and inhabi* 
tants of the town of 6oilon$ the capital of your province of 
Maflachufetts-Bay, being legally aflcmoled in town-meeting» 
beg . leave to approach your Majefty ; and humbly implore your 
royal attention, while we bring our complaints to the throne^ 
where your aggrieved fubjedls cannot fail of redrefs. 

It is our confolation, amidft all our fuiFerings, that the Britiih 
throne is filled with a fovereign, adorned with every princely 
virtue; whofe royal ear is ever attentive to the humble petitions 
of the remoteft of. his fubjeds. And we befeecL your MajeiLy 
to indulge us at this time in a particular addrefs, as our circum- 
flapces are rendered peculiarly perplexed and di^refling. 

Nothing could have more a^edled as with grief and anxiety, 
than to perceive the concern which your Majefty has expreifed, 
that a fpirit of fadion had broke ont in fome of your American 
colonies, and- >that the capital town in one of them, had beea 
reprefented to your majefty, as being in a ftate of difobedience 
to all laiv and government : but when it apneared that fuch ad«* 
vices had been laid before your Majefty's mmifters^ as to induce 
the hoqfe of lords, exprefly to refolve, that the townof Bofton 
had been in a ftate of disorder and confinfion for fbme time paft, 
we wereftruck with aftonifhmjpnt as well as grief. 

We deeply lament that dif<frders have taken place, in any part 
of yourmajefty's dominions: but fuch is the imperfedtion of ail 
human affairs, that thefe will be found, even in the beft regnlat^i 
Yocieties, and under the happieft government.-— — Your Md- 
jefty, in your great wifdom ^nd crlemencjr, will liiahe f&vourable 
allowances for any errors and faults that are not incbnfiftent with 
fettled principles of loyalty, and due obedience to government, 

•* Wfth the ftrideft truth, we can arfure your majefty, that- 

none of your fubjedls of this town, can bdjuftly charged with 

^ difaScftioa 
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^ifaffefHon to your roysd perfon, family or government, or even 
a diipoiltion to oppofe the due reilraints of law and conftitutionai 
authority. Permit us with the warmeil afeflion and duty to af- 
fure your Maje%| that the only inftapce that could bear a repre- 
sentation of diforder and confufion in this town within the year 
pail, was, i|i a great meafure, occafioned by the mifcondu^ of 
ibme of yourMaje/ly's fervants hf re ; who, by exerciilpg a power 
iiot warranted by the afts of parliament, or beyoiid their direc- 
^on, had irritated the minds of fome individuals of your Ma^ 
^efty's fubje£U, and excited them, to fuch proceedings ^9 we can- 
pot pretend to jufUfy : but this diforder w^s immediately difcoun* 
ienanced by the body of the inhabitants, and very ibon fnp- 
preffed. Yoiir Maiefty's council ho^ev«r, met upOn th& occa« 
fiona and appointed a compiittee of their own body, con£iling 
of fuch members as bore commiflions fo^ the p«ace in the county* 
to enquire into t)ie diforder and briiie th? offenders to puniihinent; 
|i>ttt your majedy's governor thought proper afterward^, not to 
.^pcourage this p^ocefs, preferring, as we ^re informed, another 
^lethod of procedure. Accordingly we find by the printed vote^ 
pf^ the honfe of commons, minMtes of depofitions, relating to 
this affair, t^r^nfmit^ed by the governor to your Majefty's fc- 
^cretary of ftate, which hav? operated to the great disadvantage 
of this town, while aftpr our careful enquiry, we bav? i)0t to 
this momei^t the full knowle4g^ofw.h4t they cont^^in, nqr of the 
IDa£iftrate before whom they were taken : and* yet we have reafqn 
to fear that fron^ (he pro^ffs of civil juftice thus laid afide, oc* 
cafion ha? be?n taj^en, to form a reprefeptatior* tp your Ma- 

{'efty's miQiHers, no( only th^t^ illegal s^Gts had been CQmmitce4 
)y ibme individuals among up, hut that the inhabitants in gene* 
ral were in a ftate of oppugnatjon to all law and government,—— 
lyith all fubmiipon to your majefty, but with a cpnfidence which 
will ever accpmpany innocence and truthi we cap declare ; that 
the courfe of j-uilicf has never been interrupted in any of your 
l^ajefly's coufCf, nor even before a Angle magiftrate; nor can an 
infl^nce be produced of (o much as an attempt to refcue any crimi- 
jnal out of ^he hand of jvjflice : An4 though fome of the ?uftom- 
l^oufe oncers m?iy have been treated ill, occafioned by fome im- 
prudent and unprecedented conduft on their part ; yet the pay- 
Ihent of the duties required by thofe ad^s of parliaments which 
a^p poinplained of by your M^efty's American fubjefts as griev- 
pas to them, has never been interrupted .here. And there ha« 
jl^een a difppf|tion among all your Majefty's fubjeds of this town» 
orderly and dutifully to wait for that nelief, which we ftill hope 
for from your Majeity's- wifdom and clemency, and the iuflice of 
your parliament. We therefore beg leave humbly to lubmit to 
^oor kn^iefty, whether thofe reprefentations mu ft not have beea 
gr^Uy ciaggerated, and injurious to your faithful fubje^s, wh^ch 
iiave induced the lords to refolve, that the ilate of the town of 
Bofton 1)44 l^eA a fcene pf diforder and confufion. 
^' ■ -'•; '•■'•■ Your 
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Todr Majefty will be gradoofly pleifed fartlier to indulge nr» 
JO cxpieffing our deep concern, that the poblic tranfaAions of the 
town have Seen reprefented to adminiilration in fach 4 light as ta 
iscnr the cenfnre of the lords, and we ftill fear an vnfpeak- 
ably greater misfortune, yonr Majefty's difpleafnre. Far 
he it from ns to bring noon oarielves, by onr own condnft, the 
^^leafore of onr gracious Ibvereign, to whom we have ever 
borne^ and do ftill bear, tme and faithful allegiance. ■ Un* 
Ibrtunately for the inhabitants of this town, their pnblic condaft 
lias been arraigned as nndntifnl, difaffefted, and even rebellions;. 
onder this apprehenfion, the feled men of the town thought it 
their duty refpeAfnlly to wait on yonr Majefty's governor "of this 
province, intreating .'that he wonld communicate to them an ac- 
count of ftds as he had ftated them fince the commencement of 
the laft year; that the town, having a clear and precife under* • 
Ibttding of fuch matters as might appear td have been alledged 
againft it, might be able to make its own defence. They ufo 
prayed that the governor would condefcedd fo far, as to point 
out to the town, in what refpe£^s • he apprehended its public 
tranfaflipns mi^ht appear to have militated with any law^or the 
Britifh conftitntion ; that the town might either retraft its error 
or vindicate its own conduft : but the governor did not think 
proper to |rant their reqneft.—— Thus your Majefty's ag- 
grieved fubjeds have been totally kept in ignorance of fuch re- 
{refentations as have been made againft them, even until they 
ave felt their unhappy effects b- For it has been judged proper, 
that yonr Majeily's troops Ihoold be ordered here, and intioiie4 
in the body of the town, contrary, as we humbly apprehend, to 
the manner prefcribed in the z€t of parliament made for the pro- 
vifion of quarters for your Majefly's troops in America, upon ^ 
yeprefentation of their neceffity to aid the civil authority and pre- 
lexve the peace , while, as we humbly conceive, all who have had 
an opportunity of nearly obferving our behavior with an unpre- 
judiced eye, will allow, that your Majefty's fubjefts of this town 
are, an 4 have been, as orderly and peaceable, as fubmiflive to 
law and juft authority, and as truly loyal to their fovereign, 
Its any fubjeds in your Majelty's extended empire.— —We there- 
fore, with hearts full of affeAion and duty, and with the warmeft 
attachment to our conflitutional rights, liberties and privileges, 
moft humbly befejjch your Majefty to allow us to declare, that 
thofe accounts are ill grounded, which may have repreferted us 
as held to our allegiance and duty to the |beft of fovereigns, 
only by the band of terror and the force of arms. We cannot 
therefpre forbear moil ardentljr to fupplicate your Majcfly, to re- 
move from the town a militarv power. A power, which the 
An6kt& truth will warrant us to aeclare is unneceiTary for the fup- 
port of civil authority among us; for which we have the pu|>lic 
teftimony of your Majefty's council. A power, which your fnb- 
Je^s cannot but ^oniider as unfavourable to commence, aefiroAiva 
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to moralSi dattgefoiis to Ikw, and tending to overthrow the civil 
€onilitution, more efpecutly at fo great a diftance from the throne. 

We fly to the clemency and juftice of our fovereign and 
common father, from the difireiltcs brought upon us through the 
mifapprehenfions t>f our di^ant fellow fubjeCts» founded, as w« 
conceive, on groondlefs reporu, and the falfe accnfations of fome 
of your majefty's principal (ervants here. And we intreat that yout 
Majefiy would be graciouily pleafed to give orders that the town 
may he favoured with governor Bernar<rs letters, the memorials 
of the commi^on^s of the cuftoms her^, and other papers, which 
tnutt fo deeply aiPed their important interefts * that they may have 
the juftice of being heard, upon notice, &y council, upon any mat-^ 
ters of charge that may havebeen brought againft them ; and of 
laying before your Majefty, and the whole nation, what they ma)r 

have to offer m their vindication. If fuch an oppbitunity 

might be allowed them, they doubt notbein^ able to make their 
innocence appear to the fatisfadion of their lovereign, and the 
ihame of their accufers. 

Your Majefty pofleflcs a glory fuperior to that of any monarch 
on carth-r— the glory of oeing at the head of the happiell civil 
conftitution in the world; and under which, human nature ap* 
pears with the mated advantage and dignity—' the glory of 
reigning over a free people, ana of being enthroned in the hearts 
of your fubjeds. Your Majefty therefore, we are fure, will frown» 
not upoti thofe who have the warmeft attachment to this conHitn- 
tntion,- and to their fovereign, but upon fuch as ftiall be found to 
have attempted, by their mifreprefentations, to diminilh the blef*- 
iingsofyour Majcfty's reign, in the remoteft parts of ybur domi- 
nions. 

YourMajefty's faithful and loyal fubjc6ls, ttc freeholders acd 
inhabitants of the (aid town, as in duty bound, ihall ever pray, &c. 

It is mcejfarj inthis place to remind ou*' readers^ that go^vernot B ■■ d 

it 0rri*ued at Lendout and it is therefore to he expeSed that he nuill deaf 
up bis cmduQ to the fatisfii3ion of the *whok nation^ nuhich isfo deeply 
interefied in the ennint of the long and tvarm conteft bettjjeen them and the 
inhMtaats of the town of Bo/lcn, the commerce of the mother country 
having been thereby greatly interrupted \ bta if be cannot acquit him- 
felf of the charges brought again/} him by the Boftonians^ it is no Icjs ex- 
peOed tifot he tvill 6e made an example, to dettr/ittnre governor from ex^ 
ercifing a^s of tyranny and oppreffiote^ 

----- — I f 

For the Political Regifter, 

Ohfemtations on the Letters in the London Evening Foft addrej^ed to the 
jy of Af-* bj and the Bijhop of L — n. 

IT is very remarkable, fuch is phe depravity of the times, that 
fcarceaweek pafTes but fome heavy accufation appears in print 
againfb perfoas of the fird rank in this kingdom ; from wbofc 
birth, education, fortune and chara^er, the nation has a right to 
Vol. V. li expea 
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cjcpeft the moft fliining examples of pablic and private virtae. 
And it is no lefs fingalar tbat cf the great nan^bers who have 
been accofed of high crimes, and mifdemeanoars in print, not 
one has been yet called to account in a judicial manner,' though 
not one of them has acquitted himfelf, in the e^e of the world, o/ 
the charges brought againft him. 

In the cour(e of this month a (cene lias been opened which 
mav poffibly terminate on Tower Hill, unlefs the parties fliould 
abicond before Dodor Mnigrave produces the vouchers of his 
fads. This had fcarce engrofled our attention, when an affair of 
the higheft importance to the freedom of the Britilh conftitutioB 
is laid before the public- 

His grace the duke of M ■ h is accnfed by feveral writers 
of having bought the votes of the citizens of Oxford at the laft 
general eledion by the payment of a debt con traded by the city 
tome years ago, which had almoft reduced it to a ftate of bank- 
ruptcy. And his grace's wifhes are faid to be completed in the right he 
poireiTes of baQiawing it over the city he has purchafed. One of 
thefe writers who hat fliled himfelf a friend to the people, has 

likesvife attacked the b— — p of L n, and very homely 

declares, that he has vouchers in his hands, which he will pro- 
dace to the houfe of Commons next feflion, proving that the 
faid prelate, commanded the twelve preachers at Whitehall 
who are of the univerlity of Oxford, to vote for the prefent 
fitting members at the lafl general eledion. The fad has been 
denied by an anonymous writer; andini-eply, the friend of the 
people declares he is ready to make oath to the truth of it, aod 
has left his real name with the printer, that. the bifliop may be 
enabled to profecute hin^if he has advanced a falfehood- 

As thefe are accufations of a very high nature, cognifable only 
by parliament, it is our duty only to legifter them, and not to 
attempt to prejudice our readers in favour of either party, efpc- 
cially as tney are likely to end in judicial proceedings.— -But 
we cannot avoid remarking, that we live m an age abounding 
either with, the moft infamous libellers, or the fouleft traitors. 
Heaven fend that the ax or the halter may do the buiinefs of the 
guilty, and enlighten our underHanding on thefe dark fnbjedts. 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
Remarks on the Freedom of Speecby made ufe tf hy our Ancefiofs to 

their Kings. 
/^N reading over fome late parliamentary and other addreffes 
\J to the Crown, I could not help exclaiming with Manly 
in the Provoked Hufband, "what a polite age do we live 
in !'* very different from the unpoliftied ages of fome of 
our great grand-fathers, who were too fincere and too loyal to 
flatter their kings to their dellrudion. Ic has been obferved that 
adulation is the poifon which the devil ilily infinuatei into the 
human frame, juft as it came fair and faultlefs from the hands of 
the great creator; nor could the tooth of the ferpent have circu- 
lated 
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lated (b fubtle # venom through the veins, as his tongue did 
through the hearts of our firft parents. — Tt Jhall be as gods^ has 
been the language that has ever fince entrapped the Tons of 
Adaxn« 

The adulation paid to a prinqe is the moft dangerous fnecies 
of this vice. He never has his ^zS^oti% flattered y without think* 
^^Z* ^^ ^^ ^^™^ time, that they ought to ht fed: and vanity has 
been known to be fo voracious, that it hath fucked the bed blood, 
and drained the laft penny from nations: this is the food on 
-whlcYi fivereign vanity can alone fubfift. The worft of the iirfl , 
twelve Roman emperors came to the imperial purple with humane, 
nay virtuous fentiments ; but adulation turned them into mon- 
ilers. It found out their paffions; it flattered them; it ftrength- 
ened them, till they rofe into phrenzy, and preyed iipOQ all the 
biunan race. 

The parliament of England (eem to have been exceedingly fen* 
Able of the danger there might be in flattering even the weak- 
nefies of their prince : They knew, that the fmalleft foible he 
poffefTed wasjiot confined to his own perfon; that it might be 
llrengthencd, if not timely curbed ; that if it was once flrength- 
ened, it would feek to be gratified; and that it could not be gra- 
tified^ but at the expence of the people. We therefore find upon 
the rolls of parliament, and in our oldeft, honefleft hidorians, 
very pl^^in language «fed by the parliaments to their princes, and 
the latter receiving the bittered rebukes for that vanity and par^ 
tiaUtyt not as defigned affronts^ but as lubok/otne chajiifemettts* 

Matthew Paris tells us, when Henry ill. aiked money to defray 
the expences of' a foreign expedition, ** which his people thought 
did AOt at all concern England", that his parliament told him, 
^< It was very imprudent in him to afk money for any fuch purpofe^, 
and thereby impoveridiing his fubjefls at home, by his fquander- 
ing it in idle expeditions; and tBat they flatly refufed t^ his teeth^ 
fupplying him on any fuch account." Upon thus remondrating, 
'' That he had engaged his royal word to go abroad in perfon that 
year,-"-and that h^ mud have a fupply, tbey ajk him^ ** What has 
become of all the money he had already gulled them of, and how 
it comes to be laviihed, without this kingdom being one ihilling 
the better ?" 

But the freedom with which the people treated their kings in 
thofb days was not confined to remondrances : One of the greated 
and mod viAorious of our princes, Edward I. had an inordinate 
defire of making, in perfon, a campaign in Flanders, that he 
might fupport a confederacy he had entered into to reduce the 
power of France, and had demanded an extraordinary fupply for 
that purpofe. The people conceiving that the quarrel was very 
indifferent to England, drongly oppofed his leaving the kingdom 
upon any fuch idle expedition : '* The people of England, /aid 
tbeyt do not think it proper for you to go to Flanders, unlef$ you 
can fecure, out of that country, fome equivalent, which may in- 
demnify tts for the expenc««*' 

We 
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We have a like injSlaiK# in (hr feigQ of that great a«4 pcmrerfiil 
king Henry IJ. This priiKe Wag (liongl}r tempted xo m^e an 
expediuon abroad in pfir{q^, bctoMne ib fond «f the prorpofrl, that 
he laid it befure his parliament, with a moft earneft requeft that 
ttmy uDould coafent to H9 ** it^being ihr ible an4 darting puirpofe 
pi hid heart." Bat )ii| j>9f liamcnt thought that he had ao bnfi* 
nef^ abroad, and ** that \% was nuch better fq^ hioi to keep the 
money at homei'* accc^disgly* th<?^lieftion was put and carriftd 
iox an addrefs to th^ king to k^ep within Im9 own domdnians* 
according to hia dnty. £dwi9rd VL likewise, r^eceiTad ievarai mor* 
ti£c^tion8 of the faxae kind ; and it afmars from die whole tenor 
of oar hiilory^ that the great cane of our fuuceftors was to root 
from the breafti of their icjjjgi ^vtary principja Oif vain-glory* 
which, the more ridi^ulou^ k fts, )MQ9me# th« more f^pennve to 
the nation. Nor does vain-glory confift merely in the pcnrfimal 
difplay of magaifio^cfi, or miHiai)^ e;t{^itf i^^ There is 
often as much parade and 43^Me» «n the moft fijvoloas »nd 
puerile parfuit? at home !<<^Whiit theji jfiall we fay, <o the Uo* 
gu^ge of the modiern ttme^ hiH «>¥($l»im wllh tha poet, Trnfora 
piuUmtHrt 0f n94 mutumMr in iUis\ 

K. W. 

thefoUtnmng Exit affirm §m ivhmr^dM fom^ is hmbfy 1 
*r^Hf Hubom th Qapfiu i^^ m^ wftr i^. 

# * f Without a feint, a devil was vHthin, 

He fought ail d^n^ers, for he knew no fia^ 
A wheedling, fawning, parfimonions knave. 
The print's favour he refolv'd to hayc, 
The oiily means by which he fouerht \p rife. 
He fliuAed cards, and flilv cogged hi^ <^^» 
A true ftatc-jaggler, conlp niake things appear 
Such as wopld plcafe his prince's eye or car, 
Produced falfe fights, his motiarch to mifiead. 
Which made hini from his paths of ii^t'reft tread ; 
He fereen'd all villains from due conrfc of Uws, 
And from his prince his trtieft fnbjedts draws ; 
Till angry fenates the vile monft^r took. 
And from the root the upftart cedar (hook, 
^fUM^Vthe curs' djpunge hady^riV the nation's ^iir. 
And made him eaft up what he did furkin : ■ 
Then on VLgihhet did the monAer die, 
A* j u (I exam pie to pofteri ty , 

Let fav'ritcs Diewarc how they abiife. 
Their Prince's goodnefs, or the people's laws,* 

How they clandeftine methods^ ever ufe^ 
To. propagate a bafe unrighteous caufb. 

The prince's favour, like a norfe untam'd* 
Does often break the giddy rider's neck : 

On him who for preferment's fo mneh fam'tl. 
The people oft their bloody Ycngeance wreak* 
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Let tliefe beware how tliey miflead their frlncer ' « 

Or rob the treafure of a potent nation^ 
Or multiply enormous crimes, for hence 

Come hahging oft, or noble decollation « 

The L I p N 2nd SuhjeA B EAST S. 
A iPolitical Fabje, for 1769. 

ALIGN, tameft of his kind*. ' ^ 

(Some beafls have faid both tame and blind) 
Was crown'd qf quadrupedes the Kit^: 
With full applaufe the throne he mounted. 
The iiie of all his fubjed Tons accounted ; 

Whilfl forefts wide with accUmations rinf. 
Happy thatmonarch, who deienres fuch praife^ 
As jumce jbiits with gratitude to raiii^^ i 

Averfe to war— -the friend of petipS'^ 
He bade the fword of conqueft ceafe ; 

And iloppM exhauftin^ ftreams of blood : 
Some thought him right — more thought him wrong ; 
Debates grew high^ and parties ftrong^ 

Pretending all the public good ; 
Would partisans contend for that alone^ • 
Each mu^ he deem'd a pillar of the dirone 1 

Some years elms'd, that babbler Fame 
With ce&iuxc clogg'd the Royal Name, 

And faid a fav'rite ruled the ftate! 
A Tyger of imperious mold. . % 

To cv*ry patriot-feeling cold* 

In nothing but anrDition great : 
That feeling, .baneful to a noble hearty 
The very eSence of tyrannic art. 

A creature, own'd by fome to ist 
A diitant fprig of royalty, 

SetzM gentle Leo bv the ear. 
Firft minifter — without difpute 
He watched the nod of Ty jer R— — ; 

And crawl'd within his given fphere : 
For whomfoe'er B— gave a draft on> 
Was finely flea'd by Panther G— ^» 

A Fox, of endlefs (hifting tricks. 
Whom honefly could never fix. 

Sly, fubtle, delegate of pow*r. 
Had mighty truft of public wealth ; 
From which j)urioin'd by artful ftealth^ 

His hoards received aS golden fheW'r. 
The fubjcd beafts k>nd murmured, but in vaip, 
. Jleynard retain'd, and revel'd in hiv gain. 

The 
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The S—d-^& Goat too play'd his part, 
Yfkh varniih of deceitfal art» 

And feein'd to hate a finner ; 
Tho*^ guilty of a thoufand rapes, 
Witkey'ry vice, in various ftiapesy 

. Difeolcd to (bare ^e Hd*-4*s dinner ; 
Yct» with affeded piety, * . ^ 

CallM merriment flat biafphemy. 

A Wol^ the foe of all his kind, 
T© all hut felfifti nrofit blind. 

By wealth and family conneftidl!^ 
Still made of ev'r^ change the raoft. 
And ruled— ^r ii3C*d who ruled the roaft? 

And virtue held in fad dcjcftioft.' 
Thus Lupus B—d — d keeps his ground. 
With leading wealth and hono«rs crowtt*d. 

The Biill-dogs wounded deep and fote. 
With injured MaftiiFs, 'gan to roar ; 

With whetted teeth their foes they plied j 
The felfifh, hungry^ ven^ crew, 
Like cowards to their dens withdrew. 

With ikskmh and mortal crimfon dyed. 
When Leo ftrait to fight reftorcd. 
The banilh'd Wood-hounds treinbledas he roar'd. 



Ti 5/y J o ^ E jp H M A w B E y, * 
I^«» a lUpwt that he intended topng up his CommJ/m as J,ufihx oftbi 

Peace, 

AC C E P T/the duties of an heart, 
Difdaintng flatt'ry to impart 
To merit, truly great ; 
While Liberty's taur ca«re you wed; 
And daantlefs with fomc few make head. 
To fave a falling ftatc. 

The feat of J uftice never quit, 
Tho* one might blulh to fee you fit 

*Mongfffuch a motley crew : ' r 

Sttt hold, I fee your brother John, 
aosBT and Swabey too, you'll own. 
Are hone^ir, good, and £i;ae. 

* Ponton will tremble at your name^ . / 

Alive to fear y tho' d^ad topame% 

Shall crinee to gain your favour 5 
HoTHAM and Waldo, new dubb*d^4W5fi&^j, 
Tho* uttef foes 'to Bill of Rights j 

Shall ihew their kH B£h aviour. 
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LcvT no more QuaII dare to prate, 
Nor G— — bloody magiftrate ^ ' 

A^9ih^ * RotattM rail I 
And when new fwrits of pARLiAtfBifTf 
In Sotttbwsark*s thorough next are fent. 

They'll turn out mafter fJmiir* - 

O , that dirty tool of ftatc. 

Shall Mot retain that (hew of weight. 

In this unbiafs'd county ; 
Oh ! what a grievous falling off! 
To make himfclf of Whigs, the fcolF, 

Avidftanve on royal bounty ! 

* A neno method of a&ing^ by which the trading juftices mre wad^ 
ifurt. 

^be elegant and important Letters ©/"Junius having gi<ven uni'verfdZa' 
tisfadion to the Public ^ it ivouid be ungrateful to pafs omer unnotkei 
4unf Compliments that -are paid to this admired Writer by his Cowttry* 
men ; to avoid this Imputation^ the folhywing Poem is «wit>h Plet^fon 
prefented to our Readers » ; . 

HOW dar'ft thou, Junitis, in this dangerous time. 
When truth is fa<5lion, honefty a crime. 
Attempt with penetrating 'eye t'explore 
Vice and corruption never known before; 
With decent zeal to plead thy country's cau(e. 
Her violated rights and fufFering laws ; 
And not fuppoie fome mimllerial knife. 
Or loaded piftol aim'd aga,infl thy life ? 
—Fear not— Britannia ftiall avert thy fate. 
And fhieid the patriot that preferves the ilate. 

From th' hour that Churchill with his fathers flept^ 
Over his tomb fair Truth and Satire wept ; 
They ftill had wept, obfcur'd from mortal fight. 
But Junius cheer'd, and brought them into light. 
When Satire aims at rogues in flations high. 
Truth points the ihaft, and gives it poiy'r to i!y ; 
The founding bow the penfionM hirelings hear. 
And, ftrnck with confcious guilt, begin to fear ; 
Around the arrows ^y^ fpread fre(h alarms. 
And (hake the fav'rite in the monarch's arms ; 
, Expofe the knave, from, public cenfure fcreen'd. 
And, like Ith Uriel's fpear, betray the fiend. 

Rejoic'd we fee Demofthenes revive. 

And his Philippics in thy writings live; 

See the wretch branded, who, inilav'd by gold, 

Himfelf, and, bafer ftiJl, his country fold : . ' 

While, as we read, our breads with freedom glow,-^— 

All tyrants meet in tv*Yy heart a foe ; 

And Britons learn their duty from thy pen,-*- 

To keep their liberty, or die like ^en. 
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Proceed ; in Virtae^s caufe be ^rettty bravVr 
Laih the bold villain, and the venal flave ; 
Attack Corruption at the (hrine of ilate. 
And drag the harlot irora ker laft retreat ; 
Saye from th' uplifted rod of power this Itind, 
•—A grateful nation a(ks it at thy hand ! 
So ihall thy name, in every agiB to come. 
Be honour'd more than his ^.of a*QcientfiLome. - 

• LUCULLUS. 

^ J'lt^iui Brutus. 



The F O X. A F A B^ L E. 

SOME centuries before my time, 
I'm told that bea&3, like man fublime 
Could read, and converfation keep, 
And from each other knowledge reap ; 
Porm'd plans of government, and more» 
All thought their property fecure : 
Truth in thofe da^ts^was' rarely flighted,^ 
Orjuilice from her feat aifrighted. 

In thofe fame days a fox of birth, 
Tho* never fam'd for merit's worth, 
111 office high, and fcreen'd; from hurt, / 
A favourite 6f the K— -g at court. 
Thought he could plunder, by his ftation. 
Each individual of the nation; 
And by his cunning, undermine 

K^— g> t> H . ds, and C ns, aad in finc^ 

Brave all attempts his days to four> 
Depending folely on his power. 
Some beafts more fubtle than the refl;, 
Began to feel they were opprefs*d ; . 
Taxes run high, too great to bear. 
And commerce loll, for want of care ; 
Refolv'd they would committees form. 
And try to Ihun the threat'ning ftorm ; 
Their refolutions* foon made known. 
The Fox ftnlk'd o*f behind the thr-nej 
But all his art could not avail 
The villain found his co'urage fail ; 
And fearful he ih6uld lofehis head, 
If is friends reported he wa« dead. 

Let wretches hence this inPrence draw. 
No traitor's life, tho' fcrcen'd by law. 
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THE 

POLITICAL REGISTER 

For K O V E M B fi R, tye^. 

N U M^B E R XXXli. 

For the POLITICAL RECJiStERr 
j^» £^ «« Libirty and tndependeriiyi 

LIBERT^/ IS the fupreme objeiEi of all men^s Aj> 
fites, it IS abfolately' interwoven with our natures^ 
and pur firft conceptions of it are coeval with the 
principles of life Itf^il^^ Our earlieft efforts are 
exerted to procure, natural liberty : and when we arrive at 
years of difcretiop)^ if we have afiy fenfe of virtue and wifdom^ 
We ftand forth and exhibit our claim to political liberty, Ui 
the civil fociety of which we are members j yet there is 
no one (ubje£t of fo much importance to mankind, and i> 
generally the topic ollconverfation, oh which mankind are io 
much divided in opiniop, as 6n the means of obtaining this 
ineftimafale bkfling, and of preferving it when they have got 
it in po£[ei[]ion« , 

Human invention has been upon the rack from the earlieft- 
ages of time^ toafcertain and &c. the boundaries of power^ 
and to find, out the means to Wiifh flavery from the (everal 
focieties into which men have entered % voluntary confen^ 
for their common prefervation and benent \ but fuch is the 
frailty land fatality of human judgment, that though all in- 
flitutiens 6( government are planned on the principles oif 
freedom and independency, and their iirft laws are calculated 
. VouV. • ^Kk to 
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to prcferve theif natural liberty ; and though all nations on 
*arth pretend to feme certain kind of freedom — yet there is not 
one under the fun which can boaft the enjoyment of this 
bleifing in its real perfe£lion : on the contrary, all are flaves, 
in fome meafure, to the very government they themfclvcs 
have fet up as a barrier againft the inroads of that foul fiend 
arbitrary power. 

Three parts of the habitable globe are born flaves, and 
never heard the joyful -found of .liberty, •they put on tbeir 
chains, with - their being, and are only happy that they have 
no notion of freedom, and are unacquainted with the flightell 
principles of independency. Moft of the kingdoms of Europe . 
have indeed heard of liberty, and may remember a tale that 
has been told them of the boafled freedom of their forefathers, 
but as for themfelves they are as abjed flaves as their Afiatic 
neighbours, and are obliged to wear the yoke of bondage, 
'ana fubmit to all the horrors of defpotic fway, with the 
additional curfe of haying fome feint ideas, a kind of fpe- 
culative knowledge of the bleflings of liberty, and confe- 
' qiiently a keener fenfc of the dreadful weight of tyrannic 
oppreflion. 

There are other ftates again in this part of the world, which 
enjoy the ihadow of liberty without the fubftance. The 
name and outward forms of godlike freedom are ftill preferved 
' as facred monuments in their ftreets : but by thQ admini- 
"ftration of their government, abjeft flaverv pervades their 
'dwellings, tyranny and lawlefs power, maflced under the robes 
' of independency, rule their ({nates, and fpread their baneful 
infeftion over all iheir polky : yet fuch is the influence, and 
fuch the efFeits of liberty upon the human mind, that even 
this mock, this vifionary freedom, this fleeting ihadow is 
embraced with tranfports, and mifl:aken for the real fub- 
' ftance ; they hug themfelves as if poflfefled of this ineflimable 
boon, and are apt to pity the reft of mankind becaufe they 
are not poflfefled of the fame portion of it as themfelves :-*• 
fatal delufion ! — But there is one nation in Europe where 
-liberty has firmly fixed her fl:andard, and rooted it in the very 
earth, never to be torn up by the hand of tyrannic or de- 
fpotic violence, but fubjecl every hour to be undermined, 
and its foundation rotted by the mifcondud of the people, 
•for whole benefit it was eredled. — Where the rulers have 
every thing in their power' but to hurt the people,— where the 
fubje<St may enjoy the real fvveets of public freedom, not the 
outward marks and pompous appearance alone, but the cflencc 
it<elf, the real fubftantial bleffing of facred liberty. Great 
Britain is that happy kiiigdom, and her people, in preference 

to 
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^to the fubjcAs of all other ftates, can nioft truly fay'-*we are 
free, we navcf a property wfe can call our o#n,' vre can freely 
difpofe of it agreeable to* bur iiiiclinations without controul^ 
?t is not liable to be feized by rude violence ; bur perfons are 
jbqually fecure, and we reap all the advantages of 'regular 
government, without the oppreffions of arbitrary fw^y: but 
this can only be— while they take care not to be tools to the 
Very government they themfeJv^s have fet up. 

It would be needlefs to advance any arguments to prove 
an aflertidn fo univerfally alloWed as that of the freedom in-^* 
herent in Briti(h fabjeois. It will be of much - inore im- 
portance to point out the popular errors and mifc6ndu£k 
which are likely to fap the foundations of this ineftimaUe 
bieffing, and to difcov^er the means of prefervingiwhat it has 
been the work of ages to put us in poifeflion of, and the en- 
joyment of which in fo imminent a degree, has been the ad- 
miration of all . Europe. In the purfuit of thofe grand ob- 
jefls I fhall ap|)ear to be a very unpopular writer, fori (hall en- 
desrvour to prove that all our grievances, and our apprehenfions 
of evils to come, originate with the people, and not with this, 
or any other preceding adminittration : but at the fame time^ 
I hope fully to make it appear, that the crimes of the prefent 
m— — ^y are not thereby lelTened, but on the contrary highly 
aggravated. 

That we may be the better enabled to probe our national 
wounds to the bottom, let us lay down a clear definition of 
national freedom, or liberty, and of the firft principles of all 
government. According to the beft political writers, that 
people alone can be call^ free, who live under a government, 
by the means and protecSlion of which they enjoy all thofe 
privileges and advantages which were originally intended to 
be fecured to them by the inftitution of civi^ focieties. Now 
government was originally intended to fupport the intereft pf 
the whole community againft the encroachments of neigh* 
bouring focieties, to proteft individuals from the oppreffioi| 
of each other, and to enforce every member of fociety to con- 
tribute towards the fupport of the government, from which 
they derived thefe advantages. In order to carry on the 
buhnefs of the community, and that each member might 
know his duty, and be tied down to the obfervance of it, 
they enafted laws by common confent, which were to be the 
criterion of mens a6lions, and to fix the boundaries of pro • 
perty, as well as the principles, of right and wrong : thefe 
are the firft principles of all government, whether carried 
oh under the form of abfolute monarchy, Ariftocracy, or 
Democracy; and th^ue limitation and reftri^SHon of naturaj 
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tq^lsufffni^iavdy ynfk the cognflon iPHIlfr pHi ^f 
_ of loen^ is what cpfi^ituts^ t^e public ox jf^iiti 
f^^rqp ^ fociety. <^^iid as pea^e sMod good ord^r in ci^i! 
£»pQ(y d^ppadil pa tjie (4uUo^ F«ibi&ioiis of natural Ubirty i 
|of tlie.ai^^hv of Mtur4 libe^nr wttoUy uorc;jlnunftd woiui 
If qninate in fiayefv, fo U»j^ y^idi B«:effiMriiy 1m9 the bcA eon* 
fcjct^ an4 t{ic bfft reg^^(^ fo^ m of govenufpeiity ytkiA at 
pnce prcferves maokii^ ffofli ^e c^fiefliop oofifequeot to m 
at^ioUit^ JTubmiffion to tb^ will qf aoother ; apd froin tb« ovir 
pf^qn that yrould refult from an. unUmited ipdulgencc.of tbfi|r 
9W|u j3i\Lt as t^erc never ws^t ng« p«f'bap9 ey^ will btk aiqi 
l^nn of gpvernoient where this vifdium wa9 f^ exactly b»| 
9fi to be liaUe to no obja^lim, foi it is ipip^fibic tp. jui^ oi 

fij human in^Miution by s^^^ CiMrer nile than comparifitt. 
^e fid4. for examiaatipfi is epin and v«yy extenfiva, 
Jpfjmi^tt^ ^Q need only caft a curibry eye ov(i|: the pjrcefent 
]^t{ic^l 6tu2Vtio)n of $Mrope to be cpavi«ced tb^t thehappjr 
p^iu^ jnit dcfci;ibed is not to be found wuter |iny of the 
l^r^e genera} fonns of gpvcrnfiient that prtvail in its dif-i 
^erfnt coMntries. We are ai} egreed^ tha^t it i^n^ to! be found 
|n abfo^ute myonarchies, the very people that live ]mider them 
^1 cpnfefs it^ when they arriy<e in a land of fceedom where 
^ey da^e (peak their fenti^nents ; W!e mufi fearcb for it then 
among the popular governments of Europe : but here, recent 
e}|p^¥ied|iC6 (convinces us it is not to he met vifitb;. The prefent 
^te pf the United Provinoe^^ of Poland^ Sweden, and the 
repubUp of I(;alV) evidentjly dciqiQnfb'atcs that it is the ihadow 
pf public fyeedom, and. not the fubftapce that they pofiefs. 
W the fif ft of thefe ftatc^, ihe vulgar^ the bulk of the people, 
li^ye, nq Iharo in the goy^rnm^nt, not fo muph as in the 
f^h^ice of the ^lagiftr^te^* at the fame time they are taxed 
lyittih ^\ the e?cpences pf government. In Poland liberty is 
^% gwral cry, but ap man enjoys it, that unhappy people 
99^ QpnftitutAonaJ ilayes to tl^eir lords, and the whole kingr 
dopn i,$ depei;ident on the cou^tefy of the poteot empire of 
Kuffia. In Sweden both the feaate and the dyet^ the latter 
f^ wbi^ ijyas inAituted to preferve the indepepdency of the 
^^ eiFe ipftiiyBMed by fpreign gpW, and the very lovereigij 
|D WEe£M in^^e choice pf bi« minifters bya fereiga hSAotip 
pf j^e^Fepwfeliqs o| Jt^ly, Venice is the moft conCderaWe, 
9|id pcidt^. itfelf on ^ing the oldeft. republic on earth, y^t 
holier Httte freedpiai is to be. foiind among the fubjeyfta^ of tKtf 
l^ato ? the nobility oppreis the common people, and they ia 
j^eir iM^ii^ ar< laves to tbe fenate, and t6 the council of tenj 
by \i:hom they are liable to ts^ imprifoned, and oveo put to 
^ tprture for flight QiF«n<ie^ againft the ftate, onethsievideoc^ 
"''^■- ■ ■ " " .'-• •- ^ ^\ 
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fsf a common fpy or ftate informef. On the whole it appears, ' 
jChat a conftitution founded upon a popular plan ts not always 
|^rodu£tive of freedom to the fubjea. '• But W€ fay that the 
jsonftitudon of Great Britain is fuch an happy di^eft and 
intxture of the beft part of the Monarchical^ Arrftocratical, and 
Democratical forms of government, that it abfolutely draws 
the line between the power of government, and the privileges 
of the people, ^nd properly eftabliihes the authority of the 
governors, while it preserves the freedom of the governed 
inviolate; . 

* This is fhe do£^Hne univerially maintained, and as gene* 
^lly credited : yet a candid review of the hiftory of England 
will lead u$ to a difcovery that this is a popular error. Our 
(gonftituiion has its ihare of the frailty and fatality of human 
judgment, and if we attend to the great events of hiftory, we 
ftiall find that we muft feek for feme other caufe, to which- 
inuft be afcribed the faireft days of freedom, and not impute 
it to the mecbanifm of oor conftitution, even in the popular 
part of its fyftem,. Trufting too much to the excellency of 
our conftitutfon has been the caufe of that national indoknce 
and inattention, which 'at different periods has plunged uf 
into, the horrors of tyranny. In fhort, a more fatal error 
/cannot be indulged than the notion that the conftitution will 
weather every ftorm ; this notion has lulled the confcience of 
many a lukewarm patriot, and led him by the hand to the 
levee of a prime minifter.*—* What imports my oppofition, a 
JKJtle and a fortune fuit my defires^ and my neceifities ;— the 
jeonftitAition will laft my time, and it is not the voice of a few 
individuals, given to a corrupt adminiftration, that can 
{{ihvcxt it : fuch may have been the reafontng of nuiny am* 
bitious, and indigent men. And ^ their example f urn iihes a 
J)roof of the d.efeftivenefs of the conftitution, in their having 
^t in their power thus to hurt the caufe of their country, and 
' abandon the ^ndard of liberty. 

The bulwark of the Britlfh conftitution, and of the rights 
jand privileges of the people, is faid to be the lower houle of 
jparliament.j yet paft times, as well as the prefent, afford 
melancholy pr<3of8 that the approaches that have been made 
towards defpotic power, have begun in that houie, that 
j^at ftatefine^, who obferved ^' that England could nevej- be 
enflaved but by its parliaments,^' has by that very remark, 
ftrengthened the afTertion we mean to fupport: — that it is a 
Bopttlar error to fuppofe our freedom depends on the form of 
iouF conftitution. The three eftates of the realm have fubfifted 
nearly in the fame forip for feveral centuries, but^ the liberties 
\ 'j|f the people h^ve, hotwithftanding, been frequently violated. 
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V^i fometimes totally ovcctur^ed. Nor do I think wc have 
any right to cefer back to the p^ft times, except to fome very 
few periods, ;or to boaft of th? liberty of old England, in 
preference to modern times. ThcUlorm that has lately artfen 
to dillurb the tranquility of the nation, will indeed bear a 
comparifon with paft ages, when the.weaknefs of the con- 
fiitution was difcovered, and the crown availed itfelf of the 
event to rule the people at pleafure, under the empty (hadow 
of its. ancient con^itution. But.reverfe the piiti^re, and I 
know fcarce any, period of the Engl ifli hiftory, which will 
fond the tcft of the reign of George the fecond, for the full 
cnjoymcnt.of public freedom. Liberty flourifhed during this 
lera in its full vigour, and the difcerning monarch faw th^t 
the friendfi of his illullrious houfe^ and of the righCSiof his 
people, were one and the fame. 

I^t us juil look back on the manner in which this kingdom 
tias been gd^erned from the conqueft t.i this day, let us fum 
up the annaU of each reign, and jthen Ut any candid man 
declare, if ever the rights, privileges and. immunities of the 
people were fo inviolably prefcrved as during the late reign 
i — now the faihionable fubjeil of low deuadtion. We Ihall 
<|uickly r<?e that, before the I'eftoration, there wasnofuch 
thing as public liberty. 

In the time of William the Conqueror, his^agernefs tofc- 
cure and fix his title, and the dcpreiFed Situation of the peo* 
pic, who hs^l been weakened withjntediue difputes, paved 
the way to tyranny ; fo that his fubjedts had their purfea 
drained, their numbers ditninifbed, and their fpirits broken ; 
foreign, families were called in to lord it over the natives, and 
A'hatever was impofed or required^ the people wer^ unaUe tQ 
difpute, or afraid to refufe. 

From William the firfl: to JHenry the Second, tbQ crpw^ 
:was worn by thrc.e fucceflive kings, who had no other pror 
tence to it, than the having a mind to wear it, and the find- 
ing means to obtain it ; during thele reigns force only pre- 
vailed, aod the people, as well as the lawful prince, were ex-- 
eluded (rom their rights. During- the reign .of Henry the 
Second, the povi^er of the crown was reftrained, but the peo- 
ple were not more free. Ecclcfiaftica) difputes weakened his 
•authority, without enlarging the privileges of his. fubjeds^ 
^»i\6 while be bewailed the lofs of the one, the people mur* 
piurcd from the privation of the other, l^o him fucceeded 
that pious. Don (^lixote Richard the Firft, who ^haufted 
l^he treafure of his kingdom, to raifc his fame on ea|fth> apd 
fpik his fi^bje.«its |>lood to purchafe glory in heaven* 
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Ift the next reign,* a ftrugglc was made* for liberty, hxxi not 
on the part of the people : the contention, lay between king 
John, who had a mind to be fole tyrant, and his barons^ 
\¥ho had long tyrannifed in their particular diflridts oyer theii: 
.jbiferiurs, > 

During. the long reign of Henry the Third, the people 
ieenaed to have gained lome ground by choofing reprelettti^- 
tives, who were inftituted with a .pretence of maintaining 
their rights, yec it turnpd out only a feeming acquifitioa, and 
no real advantage at that time was derived from it, the real 
motive of the inftitutiou being to favour the ambitious views 
of Leicefter and his party. Various therefore w^ere the turn* 
jin.this durable period^ fome in favour of an unjult, opprel- 
five king^ others in favour of a turbulent nobility, or of one 
^ble, ambitious man claiming the title of patriot ; but as for 
the poor unfortunate people, whatever fpoke of the wheel 
was uppermoft, their liberties, like the earth, were always 
libneath its revolutions, and cruflied by its weight. 

To Henry the Third fucceeded Edward the Firft, a good 
man, and » great king; under him the nation grew more 
krohfiderable : the boundaries of the Englifli dominion^ were 
firctched, but the limits of Englilh freedom were net en- 
Jivrged ; the gaes of liberty were as clofcly fliut as ever, and 
the only comfort of the people in this reign, was, that the 
power of the crown, v/Lich was unbounded, was not abufed. 
We may pafs over the reign of his weak and unfortunate foil 
Edward the Second. 

Edward the Third was a great and able man, he raifed th^ 
reputation of his <:ountry both in the council and the field, 
but both himfelf and his people were abf rbed in the plan of 
. conqueft, fo that the latter thought little about domedic 
freedom, and it is to be obferved as an ufeful leflbn to check 
pur national ambition, which, towards the clofe of the Jaft 
5i¥ar, wjis got to an impolitic height; that the. dangerous 
iummit of grandeur which England acquired under this 
prince, and afterwards under Henry the Fifth, if it had gone . 
on a little longer, would have ended in its ruin. For i£ Eng- 
land bad fecured and kept the conqueft of France, the feat of 
empire would have been fixed there, and England would have 
become a province to France, as, in two poffeflions under 
one prince, we always Rtid the lels becomes a province to the 
greater. 

In the beginning of Richard the. Second's Jimf^e reign, one 
tumultuous mob, under a rafli, ignorant leader, made a fliew 
offtruggling for liberty ; but all the fubfequent part of his 
reign was confufion and opprciSon, which brought on hi*' 

depofition 
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depofitiofi, and Ac eftabliflitnent of Hemy the Fnurdf) ^ 
fuccefsful ufurper, and an accompliflied tyrant* The people 
were more happy under the mild adminiftratioa of his cele- 
brated fon Henry the Fifth ; the fuccefs of his arms prevented 
their feeling the weight of difburfementswhich they wereobliged 
to make for his expeditions, and his oecononiy 'made them 
generous in their donations, but they did not acquire in re- 
turn, any new privileges. 

From this period to the acceffion of Henry die Seventh, the 
fatal difputes fubfifted between the houfes of York and Lan-^ 
cafter, in whibb the people were fo deeply engage, that 
they fought as eagerly for a mafter, as they could have done 
for public liberty, and never aimed at ftriking off one chain, 
fcut in order to put on another. Henry the Seventh, from an 
avaricious difpofition, one of the worft of vices in a princci 
was guilty of the hardeft oppreffions, and of the meaneft cru- 
elties to his people ; fo that of his reign, of which men had 
formed high expedlations, from his gentle behaviour while 
earl of Richmond, became as dangerous and*uneafy to faim<' 
felf, as it was odious and oppreffive to his fubjeds. 

Henry the Eighth came to the crown with an uncontefled 
title, uniting the claims of the two houfes of York and Lan* 
cafter, having nothing therefore to fear from the party divi- 
fions which had diftradted the kingdom during the conteft 
between thofe houfes, he feemed to think, at fetting out, 
that no-body remained to call him to accotmt, and ther^ore 
he determined to make his fubjef^s do as he pleafed : but it is 
remarkable, that this ambitious man, whofe fierce difpofition 
wa$ (hewn upon many occafxons, fliould choofeto entrap 
them in the forms of their own conftitution, when'he had it 
in his power to have made as great and as fudden alterations 
in the civil, as in the religious eftablifhment of his country 3 
fo great was the people's dread of him, and at the fame thn« 
fo high their opinion of his abilities. Yet his reign furntfte^ 
us with the firft and faireft opportunityof combating the vul* 
gar error concerning the excellency of our conftitution. He 
kept the two houfes of parliament in as much fubjedion as he 
did his guard?, they were ready to vote and Unvote ^t his 
pleafure, fervile parliaments wcrre made the proxies of his ty-» 
ranny, they enacted and abrogated laws juft as his fluctuating 
difpofition and lawlefs will dictated. Under thefe circum-' 
ftances, though the frame of the conftitution was kept «ntire< 
and the people chofc their own I'eprefentatives, yet could 
they be (aid to be free ?. No, they were flaves to- their owrt 
forms of freedom ; and tbe king chained them down by afts 
of parliament, which gave a popular aiT to ail his arbitrary 

decrees ; 
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dcc'rfeCS ; hot ttiat li^ thought thefe z^s heceflTary fhfc CQuli 
have done without them : but he. meant to gild the pillof 
flavery^ by giving it the outfide .ornament of freedom, ancf 

Sulled the people with thefe (hadows of parliaments. We 
lall have occiifion to compare thi^ condiift of Henry the 
Eighth hereafter, with that of our Henry Fitzroy. 

The reigns of Edward the Sixth and of Queen Mary did 
not afford the leaft fliadow of liberty. We are next to re- 
view an aera of uncommon glory for England, when flie'be- 
tame equally famed for the fuccefs of her armf, the wifdom 
of her negotiations in foreign courts, and the impor^^ance, 
oiFher domeftic regulations and internal polity, by means of 
Jill which, commerce and the arts were efta\)liflied artd floii- 
rifhed, and the nation becanne formidable in the eyes of the 
princes of Europe, under the adminiftration of a woman, 
blefled with the greatcft talents for government that ever were 
poffefled by any one perfon. Yet this glorious period is no 
lefs diftinguiftiable for exhibiting a fre& inftance of the de- 
fe£livenefs of the conftitution, which by. an able prince and 
his minifters, can be fported with at pleafure. The public 
condu£t of the Immortal Elizabeth can never be fufficiently 
extolled. Every ftep (he took tended to the public welfare, 
the honour of the nation, and the intereft of the collcftive 
body of the people^ but was taken as abfolutely without their 
confent, as the moft prejudicial meafures of any of her arbi- 
trary predeceflbrs, or lucceflbrs. She often fent for the 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and told him not only what 
fhe would, or would not fuffer to be done, but alfo what ilie 
would or would not allow to be faid : told him flie wanted 
money, and would have it, and thaty^^ or no only, fliould be 
uttered, when it was propofed to be given : that the commons » 
underftood not ftate affairs, that ftate affairs were not their 
bufinefs, and that it behoved them only to meddle with what 
was within their province. ' She, by her chancellor, informed 
the fpeaker, and by the fpeaker the houfe of commons, that 
the/ had no right to judge of returns in eleSfionsy but that her 
lord chancellor (hould be the fole judge, and determine in 
thofe cafes. She imprifbned members of parliament merely 
by her own authoj-ity ; fbrbid fome bills to be read in the 
houfe, others to be debated ; and refufed the royal affent 
twice, to above thirty bills each time, that had piffed both 
houfes. Never were the reins of prerogative held with a 
ftri£l:er hand, and though the people were driven into mea- 
fures they ought and probably would have chofen for them-' 
felves, yet flill they were compelled, and the fame power* - 
that forced them into the purfuit of foreign glory and do- 
• Vol. V. LI mcftic 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 25* ) 
flitftk vroT^riify in At hand^ of a weak- or wicked, prixica^ 
9ilftbc bave plunged the^n into national contempt abroad, 
4|i4 rain at home. The ianiie method of jovernqient pur- 
fued in the two following reij^s, and its e^K^ls und^r a dif- 
ferent fitwation of affairs, verity this aiTertion. All therefore 
that can he laid in favour of flizabethy with refpe^^to arbi- 
tfiry fway/ is, that flic, who allowed her fu1)jeflfe nq liberty, 
underfiood their intereil fo welj, and.purfued it fo fteadUy^ 
than under h,er they ppflefled all the benefits of liberty, except 
that of being enabled to make the bleiSings they enjoyed, th^ 
tScd of tl^ir own eleAion. 

This ufefiit leflbn, however may Le drawn, from her fuc* 
ceisful conduA^ ^' that when Britiih princes have a caind to 
0retch the prerogative beyond the eftabliihed law^ and cuC- 
toms with impunity, it muft be for fome great and ^oriouf 
tnd> and which has the pi^ople's h^pinefs ultlmat^elyiaview, 
9^nd they muft begin as Elizabeth did, by gaining the aflec- 
tions of their fubje£ls to a degree of enthui^ftic zeal and per«* 
fonal attachment.'* 

. The condudl of James and of Charles the Firif, (hews ho# 
impolitic it i^ to endeavour to tread in the fteps of a reaownect 
predeceiTor, without .equal abilities, and a parity of gircum- 
fiances : the lawlei^, ^oppreifive adminiitratipa of Charles, 
|)tcoduced a glorious firuggle for freedont and independency^ 
yet fuch were the deliberate naufe$ left for refieftion a^ fun* 
dry intervals, during the civii conteft between the dppreflor 
and the opprefTed^ that if the monarch had npt been^ the mou 
obftinate manalive„.he might have preferved bis crown, an4 
ended his days in peaces As to the people, they unhappily 
miftook the temper and genius of their leader, who ha^l all 
the.qualifications requifite for the fupreme.head of a warlike 
. and commercial people, but neither humility nor moderation, 
to keep him within the bounds prefcribed to the magiftracy' 
of a well ordered republic. Thus their deliverer became ^heir 
fcourge, and the very patriots, who hadxfougbt for freedom^^ 
and purchafed it at the ejcpence of the opprc^i^r's ltf^» became. 
moft% intolerable tyrants over the people, and doubled the: 
weight, of every evil they pretended to remccly. Such is thi, 
frailty of human nature^ that the pofTeffion of power often- 
turns the brain ) had not this been the cafe with CromweU, 
^is name might have ftopd on record to thit hour as the un- 
doubted (aviour of his country : for plans of governqfient were 
made out f^r him^ and laid before bimi, by the mpft mo* 
derate, and fenfible men of his party, which, if he bad. 
adopted, would, in all probabity, have fixed the glory, 
wealth and happincfs of this kingdom on the mod permanent! 

footing. 
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f0o6ogd Tke oco^s cQfnmmed dUriAg the iMg jiarffatw 
anont, mi uadcr die adininiftratioii ^ die rrote£lor, bnmgliri: 
fiubUcafein into fudfconfuitoo, that the only apparent re- 
jnedy m^iich pilefanted tifelf, was the reftoration of the foA 
fif ithat tjrranty vhonik thefe pretended patrtoitB had depofed. 

At iht reftoration, ib grnt was tlie geaeml outcry agalnffc 
ftbe nu&umageinent of tfaeimperfedl commonwealth, that'the 
^peopk ^emhraced monarehy^ to whidi the country had hpten 
acduftomed from the eariieft account of time, "with optn 
-^ri^ $ and never gave theitifelues time n> cota&dcr> that if 
.they did not pcefcribe proper limitations to the pow^ of the 
crown, all the grievances complained of in hia father'e 
.reigft might be revived, as the fource of them, ^bitrary 
power^ would ftiU remain. Accordingly we find, thatthi^ 
crown .would bave been rendered abfolute, even by law ; biit 
/ortunately tfaeiewere thofeabout-him, wfaoftudiedthe hiftori6$ 
of tbofe unfortunate monarchs who had been ruined hj grafp^ 
ing at arbitrary power, and applying tbem to his ntuatiof^ 
and circumftances, had the happinefs to fucceed in advifing 
liim to content himielf with a limited authority, which te 
might . make permanent and iecure, and not to render ht$ 
<orown aikl life precarious, by trying to extend the prerogative 
heyiand its cufiomarv bounds. While he followed this whot* 
j&me counfel, the oawn of liberty appeared, and fome wife 
•and beneficial laws were made in favour of public freedoni 
tad independency. But afterwards odier meaiures were pui^ 
fued : this weak, voluptuous prince liftened to the advice ^f 
It blind bigot, ^ nurfling of the jefaits, and not only the It^ 
berty but the religion of the peoplowas attacked, and both 
their civil and religious rights invaded. 

Thelafi weak tyrant of this accurfed race, after repeated 
ftr|iggles on the part of the people to fet afide his fucceffioii, 
afcended the throne, not without fufpicion of having poifoned 
biS predeceflbr. From this moment the adipinrftration of af^ 
fairs was openly in the hands of the Jefi^its, though friar 
Jsimes held the fceptre ) and they (hewed their fupej^ior influr 
ence by fetting about a chan^ of religion^ though it was the 
fiyift dangerous iiep they dpuld have taken f<K his intereft, 
Hn^ waved the grand point aimed at by his fecular friends, 
which was to fettle aU the contefled points of prerogative 
idearly in his fiivour, before any attempts were made at inno? 
rations in the ecclefiaftical part of the conftitutipn. But, by 
kftingcthe tools of Rome take the lead, fortuAately for this 
country, be ruined himfelf. The ma(k beine taken off too 
foon, the people faw, what they had long dreaded, popery 
i^nd^vfry breaking in upon them in a (orrea^ Then it wa| 
* " ' - ' LI 2 . that 
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that, the tw0 c^tes: of the realuiy l)y one patriotic meafu^e^ 
which ought to be coiiildered as a precedent, as long as this 
19 a nation, decided the compaA between them and tte princ^ 
^ull and. void, which they might have done legaHy aiid con* 
ftitutionally, if the cowardly Stuart had not ^bfconded, but 
iiud been prefent in perfon^— *' for when a kipg of Great Bri- 
:tain violates his coronation oath, the compa& bietween him 
rand the other eftates of the realm, or the community, whicih 
is the fame thing, while the people are legally represented, is 
diflblved, and the crown, in all fuch cafes, ihould (accord- 
ing to antient cuftom, hot h^cditary right) be placed on the 
ji^ad of his. heir apparent." / ^ • . 

The glprious revolution, accomplifhed on the abdication of 
: James the Second, maybe ftiled the birth of Briti& freedom and 
: independency. For notwithftanding there was z magna chartaj 
^a charter of liberties, fo far back as the tipie of kiog Johri, 
.yet the bounds of liberty and prerogative were fo indiftindtly 
^inarked out, .and fo indeterminately defined, that the terms li^ 
; bertyzndi prerogaiiv^w^rem^de ufe of by prinpe and people, juftas 
•opportunity favoured the ambitious views of the one, or the 
,lice(itio.u^ difpofiHon of the other. No- body knew the jufi: 
^degrees of either j tyranny often wore the plaufiWe title of 
.pr^prpgative, and fcdition and rebellion as often afiuafied tfa^ 
;fpecious form of liberty 5 while exceffes-on both fides were 
^^committed, as occafions offered, from the temper and cir- 
.cumftances of the. times, to favour either. . On the one hand, 
'.the prince called every thing his prerogative, that his ambition 
.led him to afpire .to, every thing that the people, through 
. their, weaknefs, were obliged to fubmil; to, or. through their 
/civile venality, were tempted to allow.' Qn the other, 
i whatever ehcroacTiirients were made by the people on the pre- 
,rogatjve^ went under the denomination :of maintaining their 
liberties J every point they gained from: tlje crown, ftimulated 
• by their own fpirit and vigour, or encouraged, to demand it 
.by the indolence and fupinenefc of their prince, they termed 
•a revival of former rights and. Patient privileges. An4 thus 
: both king and people,' from their jealoufy of each other, 
,ivere contmuaily guilty of fome injuftice.thcmfelves, to avoid 
,the fuppofed commiflion of it by their opponents. - But ibi 
. kill ^f rightSf at the revolution, afcertaioed .all thcic difputa- 
. ble points of prerogative and liberty. And it is now the wil- 
ful fault of the prmce if he extends his prerogative, and the 
; people are traitors to their country, to them^i'elves,'and to 
, pofterity, if they fuffer their liberty and independency to be 
' iny;|dcd.^ As to the prerogative, the power of the crown is 
fuificient to guard it from all incroachments of the people. 
■ ^ ••• i '• ' - ■ • •■ . '. .Let 
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|]*ct the prince and his minifters take care oJF fliat point 1 
while we treat as the word of enemies, both to their king and 
country, thofe who would argue the nation out of theirno^ 
tions of freedom, or difcourage any meafiire that tends to 
keep alive that glorious flame, and to ma^e us the happicft 
people on earth. • r 

' Having fliewn from the hiftory of paft times that the form 
of our conftitution fo rhuch bokfted of, notwithftanding tht 
ftrength it acquired JFrom the great charter of liberties, an3 
the violent revolution which to6k place on the mal-admini^ 
ilration of Charles the ^r^ could not fecure the liberty and 
independency of the people. It is neceffary to remark that 
though they were fecured to us by the bill of rights^ yet they 
liave not been facredly maintained fmce that period. Biit as 
large ftrides have been made towards defpotic power fince, as 
• before this grand aera. The four laft years of the reign of 
-queen Anne furnifh one melancholy proof of this aflTertion, 
and fome late proceedings in our time confirm it; it ii 
therefore • vdry natural to enquire where the fault lies at 
prefent, fince the bill of rightSy the acknowledged bond of 
fecurity for the liberties of the people, has received netv 
vigour from the aft of fettlement on the acceffion of the 
-illuftrious houfe of Hanover. My anfwer will always be-— 
-f'.in the conftiti^tion, — in the popular part of the cori- 
ftitutioh."~And the only hopes of falvation for this country 
deperid either on an immediate amendment of that part,— or 
in a conft^nt and vigorous exertion of the powers vefted in 
the fubjtfts by the bill of rights. And as the amendment 
cannot take place but by the operation of the bill of rights)^ 
'"kii afibciation of a refpeftable body of the people for that 
|>urpofe is truly laudable, and the ftile and title they haVe 
taken of Supporters of the Bill of Rights y will do them more 
honour at home and abroad; in the opinion of all the friends 
of the rights of mankind, than all the pageant dignities of i 
•corrupt court. ' 

•*' The d^fed in our conftitution is^ that we are liable to be 

« made the^flaves of dependent pariiaments.---That flavery to 

dependent parliamehts is no novelty we have already Ihewfi 

fronj hiftory 5— let us then my cbuntfymen, be very careful 

.pot to treat it as a novelty,, the bad cfFeSs of which remain 

to be difcovered ; but as an old fore broke out afrefli, which 

' Jhews'theinvetei'acy of the difeafe, and wiir certainly prov6 

-tnortalj'^'lf ;i caufticoraniputation is not a"dminiftered without 

^ Jofs of time: The bill of rights points out tTie moft lenient 

remedy, and the ' Supporters of it have 'fteadily purfued it. 

j^enfible that parliaments might be corrupt&d and become de-- 

^•"'"'•' ' •.'••' w' i ■ -*' ' pQiidentj 
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ftnicAty anit aware ^of the difficulty 3of mikii^g tef luneniM^ 
pient m tbe caaftitution to prevent it, while the very jpAf^ 
)iaiiienti» complained of might be fitting perhapj at the verf 
jtime that their conduct was arraigned— -<be right of ,peMti-» 
4ining the throne was (ccured to us as apro{)er seaaedy s and if 
at any time a parliament' has confented to xatily ^ ^jimfterial 
viohitionof the right of frtededlion of the memhcrrpf their 
4twn body, can there be a ftronger proof that the people axe 
jfiaves to a dependent parliaaient, or of the imppr^i^ce of tbtt 
prayer to the king> which ou^t in all ftich cafet to br 
^e-ecboed through the kingdom.-^^ Di^plve the par)|ia«ien|». 
felieye, we befeech you^ yoor loyal fubjc^s from aia imj^r- 
^e£^ion in their Conftitution^ which fubjeAs tbcoi to be flav^ 
lo their corrupt rq>re(entatives :— *and this doae> we will 
prefer another prayer. — That yoq will make' ypurftlf a ptcr 
miotic king, by confenting to fuch an alteration as {ball pre* 
Yent this evil for the future, and even by recpmmendiAg it : 
yoor people will then take care that though your minifter has 
not one placeman in the hcufe of commons, your prerogative 
Jball not be one jot diminiihed ;*^h h the miniiiterial influ- 
ence of the crQwti they want to curb, not the regal authority, 
m^ they never will, my lord the king^ be at peace tiU you have 
anfwered their petitions, and removed the grievances brought 
'upon them by your minifters, backed and fupported by a 
.dependent parliament, Diflblve them, and the Alihig^h^ 
Aoll blefs your going out and your coming in, Whiie the 
joyful Acclamations of your people (hall convey to your royal 
breaft fMCb fenfations, as are never felt but by tho4 bumaiiB 
princes, who ftudy to gain the afFe&ions of the people." 

fi ut f-e^mber^ ^.my countrymen, that the evil kfdf ail thb 
while ofriginates with you, if you will choofe reprefentatives, 
who by ^l}e very mode of cauvaffing, by 4he exti'aordinary 
expences at thejr eledlions, gn^ by their avowed ejcmneAionl, 
plainly foretel yoii )hat they wil| h§ ^^nitoi^ it will h^ 
impoiTible to weary the kin^ with petitidns to djflolye pan- 
)iahWni after parliament^ .^nkfs, thereforei ycKi'a^e ftrenu- 
isufly beat yourielyes, on' applying ap eSeSual reihedy to 
your grievances, for heaven^iOike ^19 np^ (uriOund tlie throne 
with petitions, for England «Hift, and wil| be ruined by the 
topftiar part ctf^ her conftitiition, ^f ihe f eprefentaiives of hoc 

^ople/' ' . ' ' • ■• •• 

; Triennial, annua], or «y3en half-yearly parliapMpts wHl 
not ftriki at the root bf toe Wil, the duratioi^ of the depen^ 
kence is of lit^ mOfnei^t ; we' have feeh that one feffiGin 
can do as rmich miKcbief a^ &ven $ the candidate need only 

kU\ and bribe in propprtiiin to the Cimeheis e)e^fci£ar, arid 

,..., ,^ . , ^ ....... ... . ^^ 
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^ minlflfif may proportion bt6 shticfur^ trut bu&fds vllf p9 

on if|^ the (kme ciianAeh A new qualification o 'th, by which 

the candidate fhall fwear that he wiH not accept any fam of 

moiiey, or any title, or office of truft, or money from the 

. crown, during the parltameqt for which be is choien, is one 

means of remedying the national grievance of a djependeiifiv 

|iar)iaincjftt. If aiter this, men wiil he fo corrupt as to perjure 

liRtmfcUes. in the broad face of d«y, I have but one remetly 

aibire to pre£cribe, and that failing I muft give my country' 

ov^Ty for the 4Sioftai blow of abjeift^ iJavcry muft then prcvaiL 

It is obferrable that fecuritj is reqcrired for the due execution 

of fevesrait magifterial offices in this kingdom, aiid I know no 

reafon why he who is entruflied with the moft impartant 

<^harge-iti the ftate, on the part of the people, ffaould not 

give fequrity equai) to the danger there is of his betraying ^he 

tnttt rcipofed in hinu If a pl^e of one thoufand pounds per 

amntia ia a bait for a knight of the fliire, let the people de* 

mand a bond to be depofited in the county court for tea 

thoufand pounds, which is ten years pdrchafe : and of everv 

reprefeotattvefor a boroughiive thonfand^ which is about equal 

to the value of the poft of commiffioner of the cuftoms, ex<- 

cife, &c. you will then have done all you. can to fecure the 

incorrttpcibility of your reprefentatives, and nothing will 

remain but to give your votes to the known friends of liberty, 

and of the pre^nt royal family ; carefully avoiding ^oie 

wbofe families were engaged in actual rebellion againfi his, 

royarl houfe, or who were known to wifh well to that de^* 

teftable enter prize. Thus I have pointed out the road to 

liberty and independency : and I muft conclude by afluring 

you, that a p&weiful combination of foreign enemies are 

watching all your motions, and ready to avail themfdves of 

che moil: favourable crifis for them, — that, in which, you are 

involved in domeftic broils j it is time therefore to be honcft, 

to deteftall bribery, and not to give any of your future re- 

pfcfentativcs the opportunity of declaring that " as he boutyht 

you be ihali make no fcruple to fell you." 

J FrUnd to the SupporUrt of tin Bill af Rights. 

T. M. 

- To the Printer of the POLITICAL REGISTER.^ 

SIR, 

By giving a place in your ufeful and entertaining repofito;:y . 
of political difquiutions, to the following Direftions to 
a Minifter, you will oblige ia conftant reader, and oc- 
cailonai correipondent ; the public may perhaps be of opt* 
VMsly they are but too well followed already ; but let it 

be 
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be remembered, that there is a rifing generation, whomj 
it is natural to imagine, we would wi£h to inftruft by the 
' leflbns we have ourfelves put in pra:<5lice4 

Dire^ioni in a MinifltTi 

TH E court-road is fo flipperjr, and fo full of turnings and 
windings, that it is no eafy matter to trace out a map 
of it, however, if the following inftruftions arc duly ob- 
ferved, I believe we may venture to infure your travelling it 
with fafcry, and getting well to your journ#y's endk 

In the nrft place you arc to remember ^hat felf is the great 
and only objcdl you are to have in view : you ought, not- 
withftanding, to talk loudly of zeal for your royal maftcr, 
and at every turn to employ this phrafe emphatically, — // is 
far his majejiy^s fervicej efpecially when you mean to pufli a 
meafure direftly oppofite to the true intereft and wqlfarc of . 
your country., The king's fervice has fuch a loyal found, that 
you may enfconce almoft any job under its authority, and 
though it is a little hackneyed, it is not the only mattc;>cf 
form, which muft be kept up for the benefit of perfen^ in 
office. 

There runs fo ftri£l a parallel between a thorough-paced 
courtier and a knight of the rainbow, that the fame in-^ 
ftruflions may ferve both in a great many points, only 
indeed there is fo much lying and cringing in the courtier, 
that a footman haVdly ever reaches politenefs enough tofliine 
in fuch noble drudgery, unlefs he has the good fortune to be 
put to fchool in the fervice of a modern man of quality. 

When you have made a florid fpeech in the houfe of 
commons, take care that it may be faithfully reported to the 
king, not fo much that you expeft any gratification or favour 
for it, but it is a good hint how well you could fpeak on the 
other fide, if you fliould happen to be difcpn tented ; for let 
me tell you, no maxim is Itronger in praiSlce than that of 
doing more for them that are feared, than for thofe that are 
beloved or^efteemed. Study the weak fide of your prince, 
and when you are well acquainted with that, you are furc 
to govern him ; and when you have fucceedcd fo well as to 
ftand high in his favour, fhould it be your misfortune at the 
fame time to. be fo obaoxious to the whole nation, that even 
his favour cannot protedl you, take care to provide for a 
comfortable retreat ; make a bold ftroke at grants, titles, 
penfions, and reverfions, if you have any children, no 
matter whether legitimate or baftards, and then you may 
quit the political ftage triumphantly. . If you have con-» 

ceived 
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chived jeftloufy or hatred againil ^ny perfoii, dd no/t nj^ke life 
of that worn-out expedient of loading With flattery' ^ttii- 
carefles the man you intend to ruin : this duplicity is nbw ft^' 
well known, that the firft appearance of extraordinary ftihd^ 
nefs ferves only to alarms and put the enemy on his guard. 
It \irill be more prudent and rcfitied to declare openly your ijt 
mientions towards him, wSen jno mortal will think yott 
fpeak as you mean, and the objeft himfelf will be niiflt?d 
by your opennefs, and not think you capable of hurting him.' 
In this and fome other cafes it may be advifeable to (peak the 
truth, when you are fure it will be taken for a falfehood. ' 
Should you have a mind to difgrace a man at court, yott^ 
i^iuft throw out Ihrewd hints, that he is remarkable for ftrifllf 
honour and probity, and is above corruption, and as few- 
prince care for employing fueh charadlers, and fewer yet 
believe that fuch men exift, I wonid advifc you to take gi'eat 
care to have proper evidence to fupport this heavy charge 5 it iar 
highly politic to plant a guard of your own creatures reuttd thef 
]^rince, that they may bar the accefs of all perfons but fuch" 
as you are fure of, or fuch as from their infignific^artcy can* 
give you no umbrage, nor excite your jealoufy. It i$ indeed' 
advifeable to have a number of thefe wings going tame abput 
the drawing-room. 

When any one applies to you for a place, t hold it irttirclyj 
needlefs for you to enquire into hia charafter, capacity, <Jf 
other pretenfions to it, except in the following particulars^^ 
wh ch it is worth your while to afcertain. Firjfy Whether hfii 
has any j>ariiamentary intereft ; Secondly^ Whether he bidj ti 
good price ; and Third/yy Whether he has a pretty vjrife, oc 
Other female relation to difpofe of. Being fatisfied as to thtft' 
particulars, your next care muft be to cheat hini if you can, 
by accepting a valuable prefent for a promife of the plaCe,' 
which promife you never mean to perform, arid by this' 
means you wiJl retain the employment to go to market with- 
it, a fccond time. It is highly ufeful to keep a good table, 
and therefore be fure to hire a good French cook; and it 
y«u fbould abftra<Sl: two or three hours in a morning from 
the affairs of Europe, to give vKeighty inftrlKaions to this 
great officer of your houfhojd, it will be well fpent : for a* 
great part of your reputation and intereft will depend on youf 
entertaining be^tter than any body. Many an inflexible, furl/ 
opponent, who would have withftood the proffer of a fum o^ 
money, has not been proof againft njentfton^ and /wir//^well- 
diluted with Bijrgundy, Champaigne, and Tockay. It' 
often happens that a man fits down to table a ftaunch patriot, 
'and ftaggers away a court convert, when his fenfes are 
Vol. V. Mm fufficiehtly 
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fdScicntly debauched. I need not advife you againft having' 
)rour table difgraced, by placing at it any man of fenfe, merit, 
or wit ; your converfation at table cannot be too loofe, too 
trivial, or too jumbled, to promote jollity and good humour 
amonjg your guefts-— politics, whores, operas, religion, dou- 
ble entcndres^ horfes, juftices of the peace, kings, &c. will 
njake an admirable medley, that every body may be enter- 
tained with fome fubjeft, adapted to their tafte or capacity. 

It will not be amifs to cultivate a Jocund familiarity with 
your fat, monied citizensj who are always ratling at you, yet 
proud of the lead notice you take of them. To thefe grubs 
weigh out your affability and good graces, according to their 
property and influence in the court of aldermen or common 
council, or according to the ufe you intend to make of them. 
You are conftantly to keep in light, that as the Britifli na- 
tion ftands at prefent, property alone gives rank, therefore 
l^ave a fpecial regard, to what a man is worth ; it being the 
modern phrafe for rating the value of men by their fortunes, 
and not by the uneffential qualification of perfonal merit, to 
which the idea of worth was in antient times appropriated. 
. In your choice of fubjefts for the diftribution of titles and 
ribbons, I particularly recommend to your choice the flam- 
ing difcontented patriot, if you think he ,will bite at them, 
as it is ten to one but he does : this will f;^ve you fomething 
i!nore folid : but ftill, if a bawdy-houfe acquaintance, an 
idle, profligate wretch, fliould come in competition, he ought 
clearly to have the preference. 

; When you have adopted and began to carry into execution 
fome foolifh, impolitic meafure, be fure never to hearken to 
Better advice, or recede a ftep, but plunge in further at all 
cfvents ; for there is in retracing, an implicit confeflion of 
having been in the wrong, very much beneath that fort of 
greatnefsy which is above information or amendment. 

The contempt of reputation is an excellent ingredient in a 
minifter, becaufe it implies a contempt of virtue, which you 
fhould take efpe'cial care to encourage by your example. 
Whenever the public good comes in competition with your 
own jntereft, hefitate not a moment about the facrifice. Re- 
pi ember. He is a fool that forgets himfelf. You may and ought 
now and then, to keep your word, when it will be more ler- 
viceable to you than breaking it, and even fometimes for the 
joke's fake, to make people ftare. Never confider any mea • 
fure by its jnftice or expediency, but only by partial favour, 
and party connedlions.- 

If a great man recommends his poftilion to fucceed a man 
of birth and diftinguifhed abilities in any important ofllice of 

uuft 
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truft and emolument, or his chaplain, who has married his 
caft-off miftrefs, to fill up a vacant bi(bopric, I do not 
iee how you can avoid a compliance. Intereft alone ou|ht to 
ail all the departments in church and ftate. At your levee, 
play the gracious prince, deal about properly your fmiles of 
protedlion, and be fure to take proper notice of the dukes and 
lords, that are low enough to figure in it : but referve a fro- 
zen vifage for a man of merit in a plain coai, without a title 
or a feat in parliament, ifhefliould have the impudence to 
ftep forward and challenge any notice from you. Study fo 
be a good comedian, and make your face a mafk for all oc- 
cafions. 

An intrepid aflurance is fo effential a quality to all ftatcf- 
men, that 1 need not dwell on the neceffity of your divefting 
yourfelf thoroughly of that fneaking, vulgar virtue, Modefty, 
Remember nothing is fo fure of fucceeding at court as impu- 
dence, and who has impudence enough to find fault with 
vvhat fucceeds ? 

In your minifterial capacity, you are to confider youifeif 
as a being detached from all friendfbip, relations, or con- 
tieflions, but what intereft alone forms. If therefore you find 
a friend fmkiftg in court favour, it is falfc policy to efpoufe 
his part ^ the fafeft way is to take the lead in the cry againft 
him, and put in praftice that generous vulgarifm, of pouring 
waUr'on a drowned rat. But if public juftice fhould require 
an example to be made of a co-minifter, you are to make a 
common caufe with him 5 for afubftantial reafon. It may be 
your ov/n cafe in t^me, znA precedents of impunity arc minifte- 
rial ramparts. 

Tp conclude ; If you are an outcd minifter, or a pro tern'* 
pore patriot, I would have you conftantly fquint towards the 
court, and leave good openings towards making your peace. Be 
but enough feared or hated, and it will be hard indeed, if you 
do not at length come in upon your own terms. Favour, or 
the great end of favour, power ^ is now oftener taken and held ' 
by conqueft, than by free el^dion. 

Remember that the corruption of a patriot is the generation 
of a courtier ; and that the court aftbrds an admirable foil for 
d^ggjog of mines j but a good engineer muft take care of his 
train, and guard againft a vent, before he fprings them. 

Patience muft be the companion of all thofe who intend to 
rife at the Britifh court, by following thefe maxims — for the 
prei/snt pofteiTors of power adhere to them fo clofely, that it will 

not be eafy jto fupplant them. W^ h and R y have learnt 

them of the Bloomft)ury duke ; and G — n difdains to fall 
fliort of fuch ibining lights of the age. 

M m 2 7> 
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. r^ibi EpiTOR ^ the PPUTICAL REpISlTER, 

SJR. 

IN your laft Dumber you mader a yery juft and firafonaW^ 
p^fipfvaiion f< upon the Spani& (jrovcrninent liaving for 
^* fofl:if tijnc paft been withdrawing their fhips, as it were by 
f* ftealtbf from every port in Spain, and having colieAea 
J* their whole force at Fefrpl, fg that they are tapable o^ 
*^ fending to fca a v^ry formidable fleet at a very fhbrt notice 
<« —and that it looks very much like a preparation for war.**i 
v^It fe^s tome, an objed deferving of careful and'ferioui 
attentioii. But there is now another circumftapce th^t \ji^^^^% 
ypu will lay before the public, and that is, the Ruflian fleet o^" 
fifteen fail of large ihip$, well manned, and lying in oiir ports ; 
9t the time we have no Eeet of equal force to look them in the 
face, fliould they have an inclination to ufe any freedom with 
i?ur arfenals. What are the terms of friendihip between the 
courts of J-fOndon and Peterfbourg, I am not able to fay; nor 
4o I know, whether they may or may not be invited hither, 
|o favpur (omc hidden deugn. But this I know, that at a time 

yffht^ the a — ^ n has thrown us at home into Aich 

a ftate of general diffatisfaflion, it is not impoi&ble but thefei 
and a Danifli fleet, which is expelled to follow them, may 
kave fome end in view, which may not be quite fp grateful to 
free Britons.-^Wbether you may think my apprehenfions 
grpuridlefs, or plaufible, I cannot fay. But when you confi- 
der me, as viewing my country in a very perilous condition, 
you v[ill not take offer^ce at my requeft, 

/ anty with Efleeniy your^s 
prober 20y 1769. ^ SuspiCA3C. 

Jf^e are obliged to our correfpondent for his ob/itvatms ; W 
though we hope there is no room to apprehend any dangerous confe- 
quences from the reception of fo fornudahie a fleet into our peris ; 
^bich ts never allowed in any other country-^et we think with him^ 
that it is a reproach tofi renowned a maritime fiate as Creat Bri- 
tain \ not to have afquadron ieady to put to feu on the firfl mUce 
ofaffrong naval force arriving on our coafl; whether friends of 
pes. Jfthefonner^ our fie et might f^ve as an honourable efcort^ 
to, receive thejirdngers with naval hanours : if the latter^ to of^ 
pofi their deftgns. > ■ 
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€n fie Folly df aSmng^ to the Precedents ^Rotation, in the EkSiion. 
^ offklefMagiftrates, in Time^ of public difficulty or Danger. 

fi/i^^ Editor of the VoIsXTicai. Register. 

NOTHING feems to have been a Wronger incitement to jjuh-^ 
lie virtue among the ancient Romans, than the diftindlions 
§04 honours with which it was always recompenfed; Statues and 
triumphs, which were efleemed the higheil honours that Hat^ 
could beftowy were, the conflant rewards of all who had eminently 
ferved the commonwealth by fubduing her enemies, or enlarging 
her territories : nor were there wanting crowns,- garlands ^nd gol- 
den chains, which ferved as confpicaous diJftindtions for great. 
an4 generous adlions ofadomeflic nature, though of lefs im- 
portance to the public. No man poffefled the fmalleft ihare of 
xnerit, without having it openly and legally fecured to him ; every 
icnan^s worth was regulated by a fixed ftandard, and the ilock of 
reputation he poiTefied, could be as eafily eilimated> as the value 
pt a real cftate in our days. 

By means of this wife policy, every member of the (late was fi- 
red with an early ambition of iignalizing himfelf, in fome ihape 
er other, in the fervice of his country. A man who faw his 
friends and acquaintance diHinguiihed by the republic for his 
abilities, gr^w aihamed of himfelf, and Uneafy until he ha4 raifed , 
himielf into a equal degree of credit : And the poflerity of fuch a 
perfon, were inipired with the fame emulation, to tread in thd 
^aths of their anceftors, left they Ihould fink into oblivion, in a 
Country, where honours and Unities were not hereditary, but 
perfonal, and made the current price of heroic and virtuous' 
deeds. 

^11 modern ftates have ever had the iame objects in view, in 
the inftitution and difpofal of their honours and diftindlions : the 
exciting the dififerent orders of fubjedU to fignaliee tbemfelves in 
the fervice of their country, gave birth to the diflin^ions of titles 
of nobility, and to the (everal orders of knighthodd : the en- 
gaging the lower ranks of citizens to be fober, frugal, and honeft. 
in trade, and vigilant and attentive in the obfervance and mainte« 
.nance of the laws and cufloms, and in the prefervation of the 
rights and privileges of commercial communities and corporati- 
ons, laid the foundation of civil magiftracy, fubordinate to the 
fupreme power of the date ; and that every individual might have a 
fair opportunity of arriving at the highefl civil honours, it becamd 
s( cuftom to beJdow them by feniority and rotation. But as the 
, general aim has always been to encourage men to behave well ioi 
tne civil fociety to which they belong, and to make ihemfclves 
&ining exaniples to others of public virtue and patriotifm, 
it neccffaiily fuppofes a reverfal of the ordinary cuftom of 
Ifeniority or rotation, when the exigencies of the ftate re* 
l^utre the exertion of unihaken fidelity and attachment to the 
public weal, of extraordinary abilities and uncommon fortitude 
to encounter (imminent difficulties and dangers^, an4 of a fuperior 
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degree of credit apd influence with the people oter wBom the m*^. 
{i^rate is to preiide. In fach cafes it would be an abfardity to foN 
low an idle, though an ancient precedent of rotation, efpecially 
if in the order of cititfons from which the oiagifirate is to be elec^- 
ttd, there (hould be found fome who have given diftingoiflicd 
pFpofs of their faithful and warm attachment to. the true interclbi 
i5f their coirntry, and of the particular city put under their govem- 
<iemr. Thefe upon great emergencies, ought to be chofew, itt 
pfefefence to any candidate who has only a rotation plea, aind who 
perhaps may never have it in his power to urge, that puMic vir- 
• nc, and a regard for the liberties of his country, have placed hira 
mext the chairl 

Mankind have bad woeful experience, in all ages and coun- 
tries, oPthe effefts of that abfurd poHcy which, in moft monar- 
chies, ha^ rendered the fupreme power hereditary : cfiiJdren and 
Ibols fucceeding to crowns have brought the moft fatal calamities 
"jyn millions of innocent people, who£ anceftors made a furrcader 
ef their natural liberty, and entered into a civil compaft for the 
fcettcr fecurity of their lives and properties; anxl not to have their 
pofterity facrificed under the mal-adminiftration of Ibols and ty- 
rants. 

A kingdom in Europe, which once made a formidable fgure 
ia hiftory, but is now haftening to its decline, not loiig fince 
groaned beneath the opprcfiions of a tyrant Minifter of State, who 
could take the fceptre, when he plesrfed, out of his idle Monarch's 
land, who was engage(i in delights and purfuits foreign to thofe 
cf cultivating the aiFedions of his people. Heyjas cburnmg cfhut* 
trrfcr the Ladies of his Court y ZXi^ firing offifiols at the e^es of the f^ 
guides in the tapejtry- hangings of his palace; while his Minifter of 
Aate, as much a foreigner to the natives of that country, as Lord 
Bjr»te is to the Engjifli, \yas ruljng his peopl? with, a rod of iron.' 
I'felinon') ar.d remonftrances' from them could find no accefs, and 
kt lerrgth'the unhappy people were' obliged^ in an illegal and tn- 
rh a Itotts manner, to take Vengeance on the Minifter, and the ti- 
ihid King fled in confternation from his capitar,, to whrch^he did 
ii^6t think it fafe to return, till the guilty Statefinan was baniflied 
the Mogdom. 

In countries where the fubordinate magiftrates have an ^xtenfite 
srnthority over' large bodies of their fel few- citizens, apd where 
the office of chief magiftrates of its incorporated cities are 
r)e£iive, the people" have a legal method in their hands of 
Curbing the overgrown' authority of the King's Minifiers. It 
IS by repeatedly beftowing all eleftive offices of honour and 
public trull, on men remarkable for their upright, public- 
I'pirited principles, and for' their zealous attachment to the 
"ancient laws and cuftoms pf their country ; and by fetting 
a fide thofe who are fond of a Miniflry that has ^diftin'guifti-' 
ed itfe?f by notorious violations 'ofthcnt. This is the only way 
to open the door of the King's cabinet, and to introduce pietitions 
and rembnftranses to the honour of a familiar acquaii^tahce \yitft 

itins. ^ •■ ■ ' ' '-" • 
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^nd there is the greater reafon for parfuing this conduA, if it 
luppen a: any time to a nation, that its honours and rewards, 
ki the gifts of the crown, which were inftitoted as recompences for 
confpicuoas merit and figaal virtue, are bellowed on men of dege- 
nerate principles and profligate manners, who have not rendered 
any one fervice to their country, either in a civil or military capa* 
city. Then it is that a people anxioas for their. rights, and privi* 
kges, which can only be preferved by the general virtue of the 
ftate, ihonldfet a nobie example to their Prince by filling all their 
ele£kive ofices throughout fuck a nation, with patriotic virtuous 
diaca£lers9 though coxcombs, fools, fycophants, stnd parailtes, 
fliottld be next in -the er^Ur of/ucceffien, 

BRUTUS. 

For the POLITIC^^L REGISTER. 

Qm ibi Umca if Iidtrefii bttymn Great Britain and her Colonies, 

Cedehant pariiery fariierque recehant^ Virgil, 

IT is <|ne of the maxims in politics, that the tics of nature and 
affedion do not fubiift long between Aates, but conftantly 
give way to coniiderations of int$refi. I much doubt; however, 
the truth of this fentiment, and am certain, that there are many 
noble exceptions to it recorded in hiDkory. 

The generofity of the Romans would never fuffcr them to de- 
Cert either their coloniet or their dlUs^ on account of any advan- 
tages to themielves. On the contrary, they frequently expofed 
the ftate «> the utmoft dangers on their behalf, and maintained 
their caufe« upon all occailons, with the (ame zeal as their own. 
How contrary oijir late fyilem of politics has been to this glorious 
condud of the Romans, with refped to our allies, the king of 
Pruffia, I am afraid, will one day or other inform us to our coil; 
and as for oor colonies, their prefent repeated complaints are 
fianding proofs, that we have departed from that fpirit of found 
policy, which guided the antients. But thi> was not always the 
cale, formerly Great Britain ^ave many fignal proofs of mater- 
nal affe^ipn for h<:r colonics, it is only of late years, that jealou- 
lies and mifunderitaudings have arifen between them. — Woe to 
the authors and fomenters of.thefe divisions, who ought to be 
treated as common enemies and traitors to both. I fee fo clearly, 
that we have adopted the maxim above recited, that I ihall not 
ftate the natural obligations which fhould engage both countries 
to confult each other's fafety and profperity. Thefe have been 
almoft annihilated by the falfe politics of the times ; but, if in« 
dependent of thefe ties, I can demonflrate that the mother 
country and the colonies have one coQimon and infeparable in^ 
Ureftt there will need no further argument to (hew the weaknefs 
and abfurdity of all counfels and meafures whatever, that have 
any tendency to difunite them, and which can only be ciF;?ded 
by liftening to the ungenerous fentiments of fufpiciou-s, merce- 
nary, 
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liary> evil*deiigiiing meo* who are, at the bottom »< traitors .t<9 
their cpontry, and are fccr^tly fervipg the catiie of oar natural 
ehemy, France. It is therefore of the higheib importance. to 
both countries, to have this matter fet in a trae light. The 
common friendis* and the common enemies of Gteat Britain and 
her colonies, have always been» and ilill continue to be» the 
fame. But fuch prejudices have been tak^ up witlua thefe lew 
years by fome perfons in high offices at home, againft our bre« 
thren in America, that the moft fi^rid enquiry into the union and 
andivifibiiity of their interefis, is become abfolutely neceiTary. 

The limits of your work will not allow me to porfQe this fab- 
je£t by a regular chain of arguments, deduced from the elements 
of law, policies, ard commerce; permit me therefore to throw 
out a /ew obfervations for the common bene£t of both coan« 
tries. 

Liberty andfrade, being the grand inftruments of all' national 
happinefs, mud be confidered by both parties, as their fir'ft and 
moft valuable interefts. And if the trade and liberties of each 
country receive mutual ftrength and afiiflance from thofe of the 
other, it muft follow, that the intereft of both is one and ihe 
iame^ 

This granted, all taxations that intcrrapt the trade of the one, 
and ftagnate the manufadures of the other, and all attacks on 
the liberty of either, muft tend to the difunion of their commoi^ 
intereft, and the final, deftru£lion of both. How the conduct of 
a certain governor, and the adminiflration of a particular fecre- 
fary of ftatc, will ftahd the tcft of this enquiry into the true me- 
rits of their proceedings, their own conferences will beft inform* 
them. But with refpcft to liherty, nothing is more evident* than 
that the Americans hold it by the fame tenure as the people ot 
Great Britain ; and that on the day they lofe it, we muft com«' 
menCe flavcs. Accordingly we find, that the fame fpirit which 
di£iated rigorous meafures againft the colonies, has been carried 
to proportional lengths at home ; the inflrances are too many, too 
recent, and too alarming, to bear repeating. 

It lA high time. Sir, to heal our unhappy difierences \^ith onr 
colonies, or they may (land a chance to fall a prey to foreign- 
flavery. For (hould Great Britain, by ill- timed fcyerity, rain 
the trade of the Americans, with the mother country, they moff 
turn it into another channel ; they may eflablifh manufadures 
for their own confumption, and this will be highly prejudicial 
to Great Britain j bat thefe manufaftures will not maintain them,- 
and I believe no fenfible man will imagine, that, fituated as 
they are, without a fleet, they can pretend to aim at indepen- 
dence. An extenfive commerce, however, they muft force through 
fome channel or other, if they cannot carry it on to mutual ad- 
vantage with. Great Britain. The confequence of trading with 
other nations, would beoppofition on the part of the mother coon- 
try, and this muft naturally drive them into the arms of any of 

the 
i 
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irondition t6 offer tfaem a powerful* fiteet to proted their trade., « 
' We cannot therefore be too vigibtnt in guarding the liberty and 
^de of the Americans, with the faaie seal as theif own s for^ 
gbn^rally fpeaking, tyranny and oppreifion begin in the remote 
provinces of a ftate ; thofe who have deiigiis againft the public 
liberty of their eoontry, will only make America the preface to 
the Ddomfdaji^ book of Old England. I eould therefore wiih» 
that, agrifteable to the prefent faffiion of rai/ing fubfcriptions, a 
▼ery confiderable retvard fhould be^ offered, and raifed by fubr 
^nption, for the bi^il treatife, in the. Engliih language, on the 
inCeparabl^ union o£ interefls, between Great Britain and her co« 
lonies, with refpedl to thofe ineilimable fources of nationals felir 
city> Ukrty afid commsrct. 

AnENOtisHMAV*. 

ft * " " « . I I f i nrt t . iii n il l - I r. I 1 1 1! |i I I I , , r I . ' J 

if'or #i^^ POLITICAL REGISTER^ 

On the SpiRit ^pArRXOTisii* 

ihfik put natokjhlufn Mcetline ctm3o$ 
Duckt i^ immimons nmfintt effe/ui, 

TKERE is a kind of magnetic virtue in a^ man^» cdontry^ 
which atttafls hint to it, as to a center, as nati»aliy as 
J|>arks ffy upwards. Wherher this be an original in^iitfi 
implantedf in our breafls, by the hand of naturej or a pofte- 
Hor feeling, fuperinduccd by habit and education, i^ not verf 
Inaterial to onr prefent pdrpofe ; it is fufiicient, that it is gene<* 
tally allowed to exift, to operate very poweri\illy as a prilkciple of 
adioh, and to be of the titmoft advantage to Society. 

Self-love is wifely affigned us by nature for the pref^h^ltion of 
the individual, and the patriotic palSon no lefs wifely fo^ the 
prefervatlon of our country. If all men were what iome ideal 
philofop hers are pleafed .> call citizens of the world, adiffblo* 
tion of fociety muft enfue. The diflij>ated rays of their aff^C'* 
tions being diffufed over too wide a circle, would lofe all their 
efficacy, and foftering warmth; the human race would he re- 
duced to a more folitary, uncomfortable date than when they 
ranged the woods and foreils in queft of hips, haws, acorns, an^ 
lither fpontaneous produftions of uncultivated nature. This \i 
die great principle, which cements and binds together fyarticular 
focieties, in the fame manner as the laws of confanguinity, an<f 
i^atural affedlion,** connect particular families and relations. Thtf 
^bfervance of the latter is acknowledged to be abfolutely necef' 
fary to the well being of a community within itfelf ; and, why 
the former fhould not be equally conducive to the advancement 
of its interpft in all foreign tranfaflions, no good reafoh qan b^ 
given. 

What then fhall we fay to the advocates of our prefent miniflryi 
who, not fatisfied with ridiculing all patriotifm, would endea- 
vour to perfuade us that no fuch virtue exiflsi Shall we give' 

Vol. V. Nn them 
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tliem credit on tHeir mere word f Or fhall we ratber condtrd^ 
that finding all traces of fuch a principle worn oat ia their own 
hearts, they draw from thence an inference to the difadvantage 
of other men? I am, for my own part, inclined to think that 
theyjmitate the example of the fox without a tail. Senfible of 
the difgraceful lofs, which they have foflained from their vil- 
lainous pranks, they would willingly entail the iame diihonour 
on the reft of the fpecies. Thieves and robbers are not fafe but 
, among thieves and robbers. As they cannot reduce ns to. that 
Hate in fadl, they would fain do it in idea, that being convinced 
that all men are of the fame-ilamp, we may, in defpajr of finding 
better rulers, leave them perpetual makers of olrr lives and pro- 
perties. 

But the fpirit, which the liberty of the prefs has diiFufed,ovetf 
the realm, and the Vigorous refolutions, which the mod refpe£la* 
ble cities, and counties have, in confequence taken, are fumcient 
to fhow how vaib, and impotent, all their endeavours have 
proved. The Englilh ftill breathe the fpirit of their anccftors, 
and do not yield in patriotifm to Rome or Sparta. The fame ar* 
dent love of liberty, the fame unlhaken attachment t6 their ex- 
cellent conftitution charadierife the bodvv of the people ; nor will 
inonarehical defpotifm, aided by Aridocratical tyranny, be able 
to quench the generous fiame, which nqw burns fo bright in their 
bofoms. - ' . 

. The iron rod of opprefSon is fir ft of all felt by the vulgar. No 
wonder then, if among them the^ fpirit of independence breathes 
the ftrongeft. Liberty refembles the Chriftian religion, at its 
commencement, its votaries are chiefly to be found among the 
middling and inferior claiTes of mankind ; not many mighty, not 
many noble are called; the gilded ha^d of corruption, and the 
luft of power, make it appear io them fooliihnefs. But the fire 
jilway« afcends, and is catching; it foon fpreadsfrom the under- 
wood, And feizes the loftieft trees in the foreft ; like the Gofpel, 
it Coon tiumbers among its prbfelytes, the chiefs of the people. 
' • Js not this already the cafe at the prefent jundure ? Are there 
any embarked in the fame bottom with the mihifterial fadion, 
bur a few foBs of perdition ? Have not all, who had the leaft 
feeds of virtue remaining, abjured their political faith for fear of 
eternal^ damnation ? Let us then be firm, refolute, and united ;. 
and we fkill foon triumph over the infernal machina:ions of thofe, 
who are forging for us the chains of flavery. Half the battle is 
already gained; the moft refpedable, the moft^ppwerful parts of 
the kingdom, are already leagued againft our oppVefTors j weihall 
loon lee the ringleaders brought to condign punifhment. 

Other nations love their country, merely becaufe it is their 
countrj; ; becaufe it comprehends their families, their relations, 
their friends and acquaintances; and, in Ihort, all thofc whofc 
welfare, and fecurity, they are by nature enjoined to coafult'. But 
we love our country, becaufe it compreliends all thefe endearing 
.,ielation«, blcft and ennobled by the inefllmable enjoyment of li- 

berty, 
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tcrty, *bf wliiA our forefathers were fo ttiamporcd, that mtey «f . 
them quitted this their favourite ifle^ when they found this birth* 
right violently wreHed from them* Shall not we then exert our* 
ibivesy Ihall we not ftrain every nerve, in order to prevent the 
lifcc fatal cataftrophe ? Were an ahfolute monarchy eftablifhed in 
this kingdom,r it-would foon be left defolate; themoft indepeo^ 
dent» the n^oft induftrious, and the moft valuable inkabitants 
would fly to the regions of ffeedbm beyond the Atla»tick» and 
would carry with them trade and commerce, arts, fciences, and* 
arms. Agriculture would languiih, and manufadhires decay. As 
in France, the'artifah would be the pidkure of nakednefs,^ and the 
peafaht the emblem of want; the ftreets of our moil populous ci« 
ties would be covered with grafs ; and the fox would look out of 
the windows of their halls. A minifter, like Bulion, treafurer 
to Lewis the Thirteenth of France, might, with impunity, tell 
lus mailer, that hisfuhjeBs luert too bafty^ that thty nvere not j^it u* 
4ticed to eat grafs. 

' JUNIUS BRUTUS. 

Cofy of a Letter from Cork, on the Situation of Affairs in Ireland. 

MANY and violent are the complaints which you have made 
on the infigniiicant and fcandadons addreifes procured by the 
Biiniilryon your fide the water; but an addrefs has been the other 
day preiented to our chief governor, by way of introduction to 
the moft tyrannical and unconftitational projedl that ever has 
been attempted in this kingdom. It gives us the greateil reafon 
to apprehend, that the little ihadow of liberty which was left to 
this unhappy country, is on the very brink of annihilation ; and' 
that the fhackles of abjed ilavery will be our future fate. . 

It has been lately difcovered, that our patriotic Viceroy has re« 
eeived commands from your defperate Miniflry, to procure an 
adt of parliament in this kingdom, either for an union with £ng* 
land, or for a land-t^ of tnree ihillings in the pound. Lord 
T— d at'iiril refufed to engage in a meafure, which he was 
convinced would meet with the moil ilrenuous oppofition, and 
lofehim the entire affe^ions and refped of a people, which he 
had taken fo mudr pains to acquire^ and which he very de- 
iervedly enjoyed in the utmoft latitude : I fay, he at firft declined 
this infamous job, and nobly deifred to be recalled from his .pre* 
fentilation; — but, alas! it feems human nature is not proof a« 
gainil the dazzling temptations of courc-inilaon^e and corruption* 
Qi^r chief, our patriotic Governor, whom we almoil adored, has 
ilrangely altered his ientimentSy and adopted the meafure ; and 
is now a&ually exerting all that influence, which by his genero- 
iity, aifability and integrity, he has engroifed, not onlv in the 
fenate, but overall other ranks of people throughout tne whole 
nation, to^enable Jiim to carry this deteiled meafure into execu- 
tion the next feifion of parliament ; and, nothing. is now left to the; 
friends of this wretched iiland, but to unite in defence of their - 
. , N n ij . , invaded, 
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vmLie/i rights and preprrtjr, and Armly to ^fMtjfc diis ivnef^;, 
depredation. The eppc^don^ | troft, will be equal to the im* 
pttfnce of Ac fubjfta.'—Strdng parties arc ajreadv f^inc4 on 
both* fides s and, like the moft mortal enemies, thev are now 
praparing, with the greateft ardour, to take the fiela early th(; 
next campaign in the Houie of Commf>n» ; b^^ wha( fhe «vcat 
irfil b«9 heaven only knows. \' 

The L^^-'^dL " t, and his topjs and papdari , w^l know 
the ftr^ength of the oppotition ; and alihoagh they have vndor* 
taken this' daiigerooa bu£Ber4, dficad the events as a mifcarriagie 
will blaft all their hopes> • and difmifs them from thote Ittciitiyr. 
em^loym^Btt, for the holding of which^ they are on the point of 
fa^fificing th^ir honour, co^clehce, and country. ^ W<p have, 
tkknk Ck>d» in this great trial/ our f WilMs) f Sawbndge» 
X Tpwnftiend, a«d t| Grenville, as well as yoo, npbly %o ofpoit 
this arbitrary and daring attackl Our heroes, like yours too» 
have been long tried, smd ar« proof againft every court* tempta* . 
tioii ; andi'Iam fure/will glorioufly Expire in the gap of ^ibctty, 
tp pirierve their country frD.m.perjpjetual flavtry. . 

But, in order to accompU(hth4fS ]deteflable fcheme^ our once 
glorious chief G-—r has condefcended to a meanhefs, toapo« 
verty of difgrace, that I am fure willaAonift yoU, as n^och as it 
alarms every inhabitant of this kiri^;dpm. I have already ob«. 
ferved to yoo, diat his£—— ^y and hisainiflaries dread the power, 
of their opponents; and, in order, to dragoon iis into a compU-> 
ance, have determined upon aniangnientatioa of the forces pn this 
eftablifhment; ^ . » i ;,^ 

After the enormous impofitiosi of keeping np^ards of thirty 
rfgimfnts ever fince the peace, when, wcf are obliged to pay, or 
fupport no more than twelve, Pur govmiors were greatly per*, 
piexed how to introduce this addition to our internaf peace and 
feCurity ; and, after manv deliberations and confultations^ it was> 
at length agreed, that fome capital town or city flioold addreis 
his E— •y on this very neceuary pwtedion. ♦ Severer places 
were tried, the agents employed were repulf^d : but, in' order to 
effe& it» his £— ^^y, in* perfon, arrived here a feW days ago, 
with a numjber of cmUTaries and agents with him-^2^plicat1ons 
were made to the nrincipal ahd moft opuleit inhabi^^ants ; but 
every dfer, trtry oribe, was rejedled, with contempt or indig* 
nation^ Redo<)ed to the laft fluft, they diftributed two or three 
Irnndftd guiikeas amongft a fet of journeymen weavers, and other 
poor tVadefmen, who attended his £»^-^y with an addrefs; which 
was delivered to him ; ' in which they have, amongft other things, 
prayed* that his£"«--^y will be gracicufly pleafed to erant them 
an augmentation of regular forces .in this kingdom, to fecure their 
property, and proteCl them from their enemies. ' - * 

The addreishas been' graciouHy received, and no doobt their 
prayers will be heaid*-yoo complain of Scotch, and otto fctn- 
ialousaddrki&s, procured and prefentied: But mitchthit if ynii 

: Harwood, f Perry^ | Flood, .and |t Brownlow. 

........ ^ 
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filh In fi^ort, wefreinthe otmoftconfternationaadconfttfioa;. 
aud oar next meeting of parliament mttft determine,, whether we . 
jftiall commence a^jeft Qaves, or die ii^ defence of oar liberties 
and propprty* : 

Yoar J, ,&c. 
r 4>.^^u ' ... .i ' •• ■ t" ■ "I . ■ . , > 

PptlTICAL INTELLIGENCE. 

lAudon, Siptfmher 29. 

THIS day a Cpmmon Hall was held i a the Guildhall of thd 
City of .London, for the eledionof a Lord Mayor for the 
year en fuing-rr About a quarter paft one, the prefent Lord Mayor 
and the Court of Aldermen entered the hall; when Mr* Aldemaa 
Harley came in^ he was received with a loud hifs ; Mr. Aldermaa 
Beckfprd and the two new Sheriffs met with as loud a Ihout of 
approi)ation-^The Lord Mayor having afcended the Huftings^. 
and opened the bufinefs of the day, retired as ufual with the court 
of Aldermen to the Councilr>chamber-«-A long interval now enfued 
liefore any oth^f bufinefs was done; at lafl, the Livery growing 
very impati(?nt Mr. Sheriff Townfend came forwards and told 
told them, ' that juft as thev were goln^ to proceed on the elec« 

* tion, the City Serjeant had pot into his hands an extrad of aoi' 
« Ad of parliament, fo far back as the 3d year of Henry VI. . 
f whereby it was enaded, ^* thatnoperfon could be eleded Mayor 
** a fecond time, but after the full expiration of (even years from 

f ^ the end of his firft Mayofalty.''— Inconfequence of which ad, Mi:» 
^ AUermaa Beckfor^ having fo lately ferved the office, could no£ 
f beaipdneleded—— Mr. SSeriffTownfend declared* that he was. 
' atftoniihed a^ fuch a precedent being introduced juft at the very 
f crifi9 of eledion, wnich had he heard of before, he wouU have 

< come^repared fbr ; and as he knew a refpedable number of the 
•Livery had ameetinff the night before at the Half nu>0Q Tavern, 

< who had homihated Wm. Beckford* and Barlow Trecothick, Efqrs; 
' he. thought it hii duty to inform them of the obftacle to their wiih-^ 
^ esy an(| that the City Serjeant had objeded to the elef^on of 

* Ald«rman Beckford, declaring that it would be irregular and il* 
' legal.* IS&r. Sheriff Townfend having delivered hinifelf Jn the 
spoft ihafterly, but at Ihe fame 'time, cxpreffive and clear terms^ 
snet with repeated fhonts of approbation, from as full a Hall, as. 
|>erhaps was ever affembled, while the breafts of ti^Liveryglow« 
ed with indignation at the behaviour of the City Serjeant, whom« 
at that moment, they looked on as a vile mitifterial agent ; it ap. 
Rearing to them, that he had taken uncommon pains to glean a 
{precedent from an old worm-eaten law-book, merely to thwart the 
u&tentibns and firm refolutions of fo refpedable a body as the uni* 
ted Ljveiyx>f London.— Jut however, their intentions were nott^ 
be thwarted-!*-for by this time, George Bellas, £fq; had found. 
4 precedent in Sir John Barnard, fo lately as the year 174.1; 
which was imtiiediately read, and which entirely over-ruTed^ 
tlie extrad from the obfolete ad of Jiafliament.— This prece* 
iieniy the .City Verjeant affoied \£c Uycxy, hid eicaped 
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* hint, and that he thought it his duty to inform the ShefiiTs ofthe 

* £r^ Extradt, and fliould as readily Have done fo with this, had he 
•*inec with it, but as in thefe cafes itSvas cuitoroary to refer back 

* for precedents, from Michaelmas, to Michaelmas, tbe ufoa! time 

* of elcdlian, and as th?: precedent laft quoted was an eledion in 
^thr middle of the year, occafioned by the deatlT of "AMennan 

* Parfons, be had miffed it^ as any other pjcrfqn, .more, accurate 
« than himfelf, might have done.' ^My Sheriff Sawbridge alfo ve- 
yv genteelly exculpated him, in a ihort fpeech to the/ame pur- 
port.— After naming the feveral Aldermen who had npt paffed the 
chair, the Sheriffs declared Barlow Trecothick, and William Bccfe;» 
f6rd^ Wqrs; eleftcd; but Mr, Deputy Ellis and Mr. Reily de- 
xianded ?t Pojl in behalf of Sir Henry Banks. A-ccordinglythc 

•tooks were immediately opened i and the poll continued till 
Friday the 6, and on Tuefda'y the lo, upwards of four thoufand 
erf the hhery affembled in Guildhall, to hear the Sheriffs return 
<^thd poH for Lord Mayor of this city for the year enfulng. ' A; 
fcout twelve o'clock Meffrs Sawbridge ,and Townfend came upon 
tjic huflings, and after repeating the numbers, declared Wilham 
Bectford, And Barlow Trecothick, Efcrrs. had a confiderableraa" 
JOrity, and returned- to the Court of Aldermen in order for that 
ct)urt to make choice of one of the abpvc named* gentldmen.— 
yrdm twelve 'till near five was fpent in debate in the Council 
Chamber; at five, however, the Lotd Mayor and Court of Alder- 
ihen afcended the huftings ; and" the Recorder, in the uflial (orm^ 
festd over the names of the feveral Aldermen who had not been in 
the chair, and declared that, * th^ Sheriffs Mid returned William 
f Beckford,' and Barlow Trecothiclj, ^fqts, as ^he two choftn by 
**tiTe tivefy ; and th^t of them'two; the.Cotrrt of Aldermeii had 
f-made choice of Witli,am Beckfbrd, Efq; but that ietitfeman 
*^'bavihg aheady fsrved the office, did not look upon himfelf as 
••compellable to ferve it a fecond time, and had therefore refufid 

* it,* — The Livery, who were unanimous for the having Mr, Jbeck- 
i^fd their Mayor, expreffed themrelves much diic56ntented at this 
report; and upon the univerfal cry of, A* refufal^ Bedford or tune, 
Mr. Alderman Beckford came forwards, and begged leirve^fo fay 
afjw'words to the Livery. He began -with declaring, tha^' his 
M-efoial of the office in the Council- Chamber was expreffed in o- 
•• ther words than thofe ufed by the Recorder.' Upon this that of- 
fcer came foi^ard!:^ and fhewped Mr. Beckford the^opy of 
liis refufal : on leein? , which, he begged the recorder's 
pardon, and declared that fhe Recorder had propounced. the 
words Ju foch a peculiar manner f probably meaning the very 
< ftroftg emphafis Ijiid on the word refu/edj thzt he could not 

* think they' were thofe he had fpoken : he declared fhat 
fht had the higheft fe.nfc of the great favour' and honour 
*^ done him by the Livery, and that he thought the beft return 
^he could, make -them, was by frankly and openly confeffing, 
^^ that hi^ age and' infirmities had' fo far impaired his abilities, 
r that h«* really did not -think he was capable of going thro* fb? 
'^hrgh ofiec -of* Chief Magiftrate of thiy City, with that ifiiiu 
/a'' •vigour 
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^vigovrasiddignit^y which it'uudoubtedlyreijjiirei]^ ihstthi^anj 

* tllis alone was the rcafon of his refufing it ; iKat the Li,very hal 

* elc^d .him-fcven years fiiice to this Office, and that even thcii 
' he begged to be excufed, .but^t. their. deCre had undertaken it— - 
*^ that X^ weight of the office had fallen heavy upon him; and that 

* lie was how (even years older, and felt his infi:rmiiles fo much that 

* he waft decline it*"—- He;iIfo took occaiion to inform the livery 
xhati * t*he bye-law mentioned on Friday fe'nnight, had dwelt mach 
*■ upon his mind-^that the iirft notice he had of it w.as on Michael- 

* mas day, in the Council Chamber, when it'was read to him by 

* the hvorthjf Recorder ; that he thought it ouj^bt to have beea 

* niade known to the livery a^ foon as it was difco'vered, tho*he 

* begged Ieav€ to excufe his old friend.the 'fowa Clerk, and the 

* Common Serjeant, from any fadlious vie^ in concealing it for 
) fome d^ays, as he underHond, they had done^that it did 

* not at all appear to him upon reading it, nor did. he 

* conceive it would to any nvtfe man, that he was rendered 

* ineligible by it, and that, he thought it high?/ improper fo^- 
•every old book to be thumb'd for precedents^ merely to thwart 
^ the known intentions of a very numerous and refpettable body 

* of people*— he mentioned an old obfolete ad in the reign of Hen- 
iy VHL that was read in the Houfe of Commons lail ieflions, 
and had never been repealed ; whereby * the Americans were de- 

* prived of every fecurity of thoie rights and privileges they 

* ought to enjoy, and, that in confequence of that adl, theAmc-, 

* ricans were abfolute ilaves ; as an American may be -torn, from 

* his family, brought over to England, and tried in any court, 
« even this, (pointing to owr refpeSlahle, dijtnterefted, 2^xi^ patriotic 

* Bench of aldermen) without ihepoffibility of his producing any 
« evidence of his innocence' — he declared, ' if thefe precedents 
« for depriving fubjeils of theif invaluable liberties were brought 

* out 6f obfcurity, he thought every one which gave fecurity to 

* the fubjeft, ought to be equally known, and immediately men- 

* tioned an ad of that magnanimous young Prince Henry the 
. • Fifth, according to the tenor of which, he* declared, not one 

« in twenty Of tfee prefent Houfe of Common^ were proper per- 
< fons^to fit in that Houfe." At finifhing his fpeech, which was 
tvtry moment interrupted wi^h Ihouts of applaufe, he again 
aflured them, that nothing but thefenfe he had of his own inabi- 
lities prevented his accepting the honour they intended him,' 
that thefpirit ivasflron^y hut the ftefo ixjc^s n»eak, The-Li very were, 
neverthelefs, very unwilling to wave their choice, but growing 
extremely dark, (it being fix o'clock) the Lord -Mayor adjourned 
the Court. 

Oaobtm. This day the lliefifFs went to the Half- Moon Tavern 
in Gheapiide, where bein^ joined by Mr. LovelL the chairman 
of a refpeftablc body of the livery alTcmbled there, they formed 
an handfome proceffion of fourteen coaches, and waited oi\ 
Mr. Beckford, at his houfe in Soho-fquare, who gave them a 
v^xy polite reception', and at laft yielded . to the folicitations of 
the livery, declaring that not\vithtending his advanced years and 
ipfirinities, he would devote himfelf to the icrvice of thi$ metro- 
polis,, 
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folif* tnd 0^ t&eilttidn in ffeneral/ bf zccipting at t&is imp<iA 
tant crifis, the office of Lord May on 

Several patriotic meetings have beet held in diiPereiit parrs of 
tlie kingdom* for the purpofe of petitioning the king for a 
redrefs of national grievances, and as one meant thereof, for the 
difTolation of the prefent parliament. 

The freeholders of Yorkfiiire, Devonfliire, Wiltfhire, Here* 
fordfliire, and of the borough of Southwark, with fome othej- 
places of lefs note, have already prepared their petitions, which 
are in great forwardnefs for preientment : and when delivered 
tp his majefty, they (hall be inlerted, in their order of delivery, ia 
this rcgifter. 

The fpcech which the Right Honourable George Gren^ 
tille made in a certain afTembly, at the time of the Mid-^ 
dlefex election, againft the meafures then purfued relative to 
that affair ; and which is the beft and moft con cid five on that 
fobjcfl, is juft publifhcd. This fpecch is declared by thofc 
who axe judges, to carry conviftion in every line, of tkq 
impropriety and illegality of the ultimate meafures, founded as 
well on reafon as precedent; many new lights and obferva- 
tions are thrown out on the whole of that tranladlion hitherto un- 
touched by others : and nothing but the determined refolution of 
carrying that point, right or wrong, could have prevented it froi^ 
having its due eife^l at the time of its delivery. It will be givei^ 
in our Review for next month. 

•^* T&e fincere friends of this ahU ftaufinan heartily *wifi that hf 
twouldy fuuithhis ufual candour» acknonxjledge, that hi may have beenmifiaken 
•with reffe£i to the American revenue aBs, To err is huma^, to fwrginit 
divine : the latter^ he vlould immediately experience from the Americans^ 
en his acknowledgement of the former i and then all honeft men in th^ 
Britijh dominions nvill nvijh to fee him replaced in the exalted fiation^ 
nvhere he praHifed that viholefome oeconcmy, in the management 9f the 
public revenue^ on which the falvation of this country chiefly depends* , 

Let it be remembered thai he reduced the exorbiutnt demands of ih^ 
Qerman commiJfarieSf who, perhaps, c<we as much to the nation as 4 
certain pay-mafler. 

T. Mi 

We are credibly informed, that the application which wa^ 
made to obtain a refpite for Simpfon the gardener, who was ex« 
ecuted on the i^th.of Oflober, was attended with fuccefs; and that 
•ur mofi graciouf fovereign, who diftinguilhes himfelf by fnch 
glorious a& of clemency, granted the faid refpite on Tuefday af% 
ternoon, at theiilterceffion of the hon. lady M— n and lady Caroline 
F — y : but unhappily for the poor convifl, the formality of office 
required that it ihould be' forwarded to the (heriiFs through lord 
W — 's office. It was accordingly carried to him atj— P— j bu^ 
his lordfhip being fome how or oth^v difirdered^ negledted to forwaA 
it, went out on a hunting ^arty next morning, and the poor man 
was'banged.-»Anothe|> fabjed loil to the ftate, and Aumbexe4 
wit£ poor young Allen and Clarke among., the dead^ , 
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JtUa CirrefpondnUi concerning tbiNigm^tipn fir ^ hie ingh\ 
rnus Peace. - ' • . • , 

'LET T E R L ! 

. ^ddreffcd to tic MUSGRAVE, . of Plv mouVm. . . . * 

• STR. ; !i 

>| <ttE ineritorio«s.and intrepid manner, in which you'haya ftep^ 
X ped forth, and .called the public attention to thp ne^ocjiatioit 
pf the laft infamous peftce, ^deferves the thanks and applapfcof 
your country. A$ an , individual of this, coon try, not wholly un^ 
acquainted with fome parts of that negotiation,, you h^ve my poor 
thanks.:' bat thanks alone are not iufficient in fuch a cavfe ; I 
fhoald hold myfelf the .bafeil of Eiiglifhineny if I did not con^ri^ 
bute my mite towards accompliihbg a full and impartial enquiry 
into the manner in which that important work was cpaduftcd: 
Such parts of the n^^iadon as have . accidentally come to my 
knowledge, I (hall freel}^ relate. If my accouniis true, as. I have 
great reuon to believe it is in the fj^neral, 1 hope ic vyiU warm 
lome virtuous man to ftand up in his plac^, and call for the pa«> 
pers relating to that negodation. In a pamphlet, intitttled, Th$ 
fre/ent State of the Nathu, Sec, p. 24, ^yo edit, publifii^d laft 
winter, there is this extraordinary paifage, evidently. aVH4iAg:t<l 
thefe papers, which I have often, wondered was not takun^^nipiic^ 
of I ** Whether by the treaty. Great Britain obtained all (hat Ad 
** nkight have obtained, is aqueftion to which thofe on}y wl^.vftre 
<^ acquainted with the fecrets of the French and SpanijQi (^biatca 
^ cin give an anfwer. Tie correfpindtnce relativi to tkaln^goHatibi 
** has not hfen laid before the Pubbcv for the laft parliasicilt fi|^pr9¥ed[ 
** of the peace as it was, without thinking it^neceifacy to e^quircv 
«* whether better terms might not have been ha^.'* .... ... 

' The fecret of the negociation, or. ultimatum, on. the^paja^ 
England was neither in the D* of "&- the B. A. at Paris ;: v^^ijk 
the late Earl of Egremont, t^e ^^/Miniiler at home,:.wk9 was 
Secretary of State for the Southern department; .but between Lord 
Bote and the Sardinian Minifter in London, and %\^ Dttc de 
Chbifeul and the Sardinian h^inifier at f^aris. y :. « ' * 

The fa6t, of thiis committing the management of the moft tm« 
portant aifair^ of Great Britain to the Miaifiers of a foreign ipow^r; 
is extraordinary and alarming, and ought to be coqiidef ed as bishly 
criminal ; efpecjally when we recolleiS,. th^t the Sardinian MlHiM 
ter' in London, at the time of his prefent Majelfcy's corODjf^ 
tion, figned a prQteil in favour of : the Houfe of Savoy,:. winch 
he procured to be legally attefted and given in, in 4iie^ naml| 
of the King his maften , He printed or caufed to be firinted, 

* ihtGenetfl^U de iaFmiile-Ko^aJf'd; Atf^Uf^rre^ by w}ii€)i.lie)iop« 
' ed» atafiiture day, that the ridiculous claims of kU;|n;i8M'sni« 

* jsii]y,'as bein^ although JQapifU^; Ipiipediately. deffpn^e^ //Pii| 
^Henrietta Maria, thedaughter of CharWl, would have prevail- 
< ed over thofe of the Honfe of Brunfwick, who are defcended 

Vol. V. O • ftomi 
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' from Elistketbf Eledreft pakdne, oae de^cc mor^^Tepott 
!^!ai|i llie «^oWft, fi bcin tJ» dam^ter of J^imm I,. He night 
^ )i5pe for n generid coofuUon ^ong iis ; bot being born ttnder 

* arbitfary goremmen^, be coald not luve the 1^ idea of the 
^ only lawfd right, to the prown of thefe tialois, a parliamentaiY 

* right, T^e contrary doftripc was in Qocc» Anne*i time cxprei- 

* ly declawd to be ifigk treafm by a fNu-ucnlar ftatnte, cbe *« K&, 
U for tl|e better fecuring her Maj^fty's jperfoo and eovenusp ent, 
^ an4 of th^ fucceffion.to the crown of England in the Proteft^nt 
*• lilie ; naf i/a^ vrjbnfdnff frm andafitr th 2Uh day f Mard^ 
f* 15506, jMlmficini^, oiM/edfyf ami dir0Sfyf by ^Ot)ritiiig •r frint- 
^ ing^ dtilare^ maintain «r tijirm, that the Kinj^s or ^uifus of EngUmf, 
** yji$h ttpd ly the emthpthy tftbtforUamm ^ jTx^Anr/, wee not able 
•f temtdtt Imwi andftatuttf •ffyjftient fofci und^'aiialty tp Kmit ani 
** bind the crownff'^his rmm^ and the OEtgxNT, LtMiTXtipN, 
.f* INHERITANCE, md wuttwhtHt tbettoff e^ttj fucb terfin OT fcrfin^ 
•• Jhidl be guilty 9fHtgb TittHbn md beitgp theretf cen*vihed andtutaint^ 
f« «/, Wr. tiV. * Count Viry aClcd by the exprcfs orders of his 
f «oart) in con}«n£Uxni with the ebuit of France. .In the ifame 
' ttamnar th^ two ^oqrts a^ed iti concert, at the begtnhing of thi^ 
'«eiitu»y, in the fall yeafrdf *ut glorious pfclhrerer King William 

* III. Count Muffei, the Ambaflkdor 4*001 Stfvoy, delivered in the 
^ fif ft Amous proteftjition in ther name of the ^qchefs of Savoy, 
^ againft tbe Hanover fuccefirom, at the time the Duke himfelf 
^ tqMflttided the French army in Itkly, witk Marihal Catinat an4 
^ liad llM Prince of Vand^^nt under Ubii tnd every a(Uon of his 
^ jif# wn»4iaated by Franbe.' 

Thto ffteTeiH Count V. (tH^o^ during )u$ late father's lile'^tifflcv 
vu known by the name of ^. t>e Veroxs) liad a |>e&fioh granted 
kim for Ida ibrvicH in thi^ negociation ol 1 0661., per ann. on the 
IriHi^fbibliikident, Ihough not x^ his Own name.* In the deb am 
$$l^ik^e(f tbnegfedrt efhr^andh theye^rs 176*3 andlj^^ft^c. ./^ 
kfibedJn urm^fflie ttZerd Cbatbttm, we find ^is fadl mentioned, 
V«l. li. fage i.7j,. by |Wr, Edmund Sexton Perry, who that 
^.^onki: ^« f Ml comiaonicite a faQ to this Houfe: There is a 
** pettfion granted nominally to one Getir^e diaries, but really to 
** Monfieur De Verois, the Sardinian Minifler for negociating the 
f^ peace th^t has joft been tontluded with the Mlnifter of France. 
** I muft, cpnfefs. Sir, th^t, in my opinion, this fervice deferved 
f* nofuch rocoimpente, at kaft on our part. Tf it is thought a de- 
^^ itnQi^le mpafare, | flroi^ be glad to know why it was not avow- 
*<ed| and wby^ if it is proper we ihould pay 1909!. a year to 
f« Mok^f. {^ Ve^s, we ffiooid be inade to b^li^ve that we pay it ta 
f« GepiFge Charlet.^ ' 

Be&des the i^bqve ptaSon, there was certainly a remittance From 
PranteW Spaiin^ or ootli, of a coniiderable jlun of money ; but for 
wbom it was defigned is not at prefetit fo pert^nly known. Ho«r- 
fver, Iphtfo is no doqbt that Coont V. is thoroughly acquainted 
with ikn whole of that tranfafHon : but now that the affair of the 
fnai WgiM 1^ be entjnired into, fan is prepari)ig to depart tbe 
r ' ^' : ' * " Jcingdo»^ 
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Aeiit for i6ooof. or tlierem>ttt|/ 

When the D. of B. fet oat farftri^ Which was on Aejdi tf 
September, 1762, he hti /l$a fowri ia tmt with theFreo^' 
nxniftry upon the terms of peace* Bat Wbeii he arrived at Calais* 
m metenger was difpatched after liimi containing a Un^itatioR elf 
thofe powers. Upon whkl^ he iiiftaotly difpatched thil fam^ 
meflenger back to London,' declarii\g (b^ letter) he would plro^ 
ceed no. farther^ unlefs his former inftruftiona were reftol-ed. H^ 
watted at Calais for the return of this meflenger, who brought. |i^. 
reHoratlon' of his former inilru6ti6ns. Howerer, he fubnutted^ 
Tiotwithftanding this aJF^^a^d fpirit, to fee the conquefts of a glor 
nous war bargained for and furrendered by the two Sardinian Mi^ 
BiAert. In a word, the D. made no important figure in the nego^ 
ciation, till an event tarned up, which (eemed, oy the confufion ' 
it occafioned, to be totally unexpe£^ed. This wm the capture of 
theHavannah. 

This being only an introdu^cy letter, my next, I ho]>e, will 
be more worthy of your attention; at Ic^ft, it ' will conuin fojQci.9 
important truths. I am. Sir, your moft humble Servant, 

An ENQIiSHMAN. 



L 5 T T ]& R 0. 
To Dr. MVSGRAVB, of PLTMOtxTH* 

SIJL ^ 

Jk ^Y laK letter concluded with the mandon of the cp^qaeft of 
XYJL ^^^ Havannah* The newt of this important cooqaeil arri^ 
ved in l^ngland on |he 291^ of September, 176a, while the tr^a^ 
fy of peace was ncgociattng. Until this period^ thf D.ofg »' ■ > i 
had little or no trouble in the negpciatiqo, for th? principal afti* ^ 
€\es or gteat outlines of the terou of peace had beea preyiouilf 
fettled bletween liprd Bate and Monl. De Vftois (now Cottiit.yi<# 
v^} in England, aind the Due d« Choifeul and the Sardinian Mi» 
niner at Paris. 

At this time the Right Hon. ^^.^.^-^Q^^ * " ■ ■ was Secrttaiy of 
^tate for t]ie Northern department, and by his o£ce (being a 
^mmoner) was to carry the peac^ through the HouieofCommonty 
Vfhfin it (hould be laid before that HouiS. Wh^n the newa of tho 
conqueft of the Havanm^h came, and it was direfUy detenniaoA 
by the Favourite to give up this iniportan^ iiland, becaufe it (hovkl 
not embarrafs, the negociation, nor impede the conjCiufiQA.of th^ 
peace^ Mr. G ■ ■ ■ di^^ted, and, in particular, infixed iippft 
an iden^ifica^pn f^r it, 0om either France or Spain. He warned 
St. L^icia and Porto Rico, or the entire property of Jiicatitt.aiid 
Florida. The Favourite refufed to make application fer any of 
thefe; iipoa which Mr. C ■ ' refigned O&ober ia* ifoa*^ 

■ ■■ . » w ■ III ■■iiiwi m il . w i>i.» w i II . 11 I ii H t .m ilii ■! ■ ■ >*^^Mii^*jm|nrf 

* In the pamphlet, intituled* J* ^tt^ndi^ H tht Snu^ ^tbtHm^ 
\9Q9, we find this fa£k Wrongly pointed at, p. 16. wherem the a«* 

Ooa thor 
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ftzct tnr 6'ugh "tBe' Hotile of ^ Commons. Xo/d '^ruIifa^Cifucceeded 
|o f^r^ jG »^ ; ' ^ % oftcc. iwt Lord Hattirax tfiwg ^Qf ¥r. 

fefB /. ' t t<> demand ^Ipri^ayihl/jt wKicK ^vijas granted witbout 
lieritati(5n j' for the mcfleiijger yy^o was difpa^ched to the Dake at 
I'arif witH this^ deqian4* Jretiirped in eigbt^^^s^- i^vith ao account 
cf its liavirig been complied with. I'he fad is, jhi| French Mini' 
Iter (Cboi(euI), obliged the Spaniih Minider to ! agree t;o tb^is de- 
biand; without rending to his court. "A proof of the diictetionary 
))ower Which was veiled in the French MiniAer by the court of 
Spain, to agree to whatevjer^ompenfation ibould be iniiiled upon 
Jor the davannahf 

' The following anecdote concerning the Englifli ulttmatum toay 
throw fome light on the preceding fail -—Towards the latter en4 
of the ncgociation, Mr, wood,, then Secretary to? t«ord Egremont, 
balled 6tic day at the Due de Nivemois' (the French Ainbafladof 
in London) about three o^clock, and de^red to fpeak with him. 
The Swifs tbld Mr. Wood his Excellency, was dre£ng, and could 
toot be difturbed: but Mr. Wood indfting u|>on admittpce» was 
carried up ftairs, and pafling thro' a bed-chamber leading to the 
di^Att^ jtx>mr he laid iome papers upon the bed, and covered them 
with his bar. JTbis circumftajjce being obftjrve4 by the French 
Secretary, he diredly whifpered the A^ibaffador to keep Mr. Wood 
to dinner, and he* would 'copy the papers if they contained any 
thing eflential* This was acoordin^y done: and thefe very pa* 
pers, which contained nothing lefs t&n the tlltimatom on |:he gait 
of England, v^ere aAually copie4 Ey the French Secretary andliis 
derks, and diipatched that very night to the Doc de Chotfeul st 
Paris. Thy s the French Minifter at Paris was in pciTeffion of thefe 



important papery at leaft two days bef«re tItcD. of J 
•^ In a fubiequent conference which the J>. of B > had with 

the French Minifter, he urged a compliance to his demands in a 
high and peremptory toncj; the wily French Minifter fmiled, ani 

ihor fays, in reply to the Oh/ervfr: ** If he means to charge the 
« great flatefman {Mr. G*) who was Secretary of State at the time 
'* the plans for th<^ redcr^ion of Martinique and the Havaniiah 
" were carried into execution, with, confenting to reftore them 
** nviihout compen/aiioHi I muft tell him, that it was publicly fpoken 
** of, at the time the treai^ of Paris was negociating, that this gcn- 
«* tlcman refigned his office of Secretary of State for no other rca- 
■^ fon, than that further ceffiom in fife Weft hdiis^nvire not infificdtm^ 
And in the Obfervations on the State of tht Naiidn, we lind that 
iuthor not unacquainted with this part of the'flegociation, thbaph, 
«|:rcdablc to the principles of the - party he eiponfes, it is bat 
faintly touched; page 29, 8vo edit, are the<8 words, " If this 

• • gentleman's hero of finance, inHead of flying frora a treaty, ifrhich, 
«MhOQgb he now defends* he cotiki net approtft^^ and would not op* 
■pofe; if he, inflread of fhifting imo an fSSiCxr^iXjttch remtmiU* 
from the nianii/eUhireo/ the treaiy^**StQ, ■ i-: - ■ 

* • - . ,,..'••' eoU 
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it wbsHthe cvireni #cfdf t i» Buglaoi v^i9llea.titt4). of B ■ % 
recQmed &<xn Prane^y diarli* ^d frequcml^faidto his frietds^ 
thiit lie Qcmld kave'obuitaed better ternis'pf peace^ if he had h^tL 
|>emitted* * If he was contfotiled, why do^ lie not now (hew thole 
^nMncea of contioy,' and' who^it was that obliged him to facti^ 
lice thc^ieM^uelh of the war? 'As he is knowir to iceep a diary iX 
all ]>ttb4k traifa&ions whe^in he is concerfied, there is no doulvt 
of his being able to give full information ; and as days and dates 
tSfC^teiKtlmes t>f importaaee in stairs of thiskilid^ his diary will 
affift him greatly on this occaildn. Besides, his l^etters are foiiiei' 
«vhereiif«inftence$ the Chevalier D*£on never faw them, and 
confequently a ^nofion in the H of ( > > ■' •, .., might prodnte 

ttem. We ftoald th?n fee wh0 were the betrayers of oar conntiy 
la thatliiAiffifous peace: And who it was that fo frequently preiSed 
his G. to conclude the negociation, and fign the treaty, Tho ori- 
f;inak of aH thefe iihportant letters are probably in bein?; and if 
they AiOiild not, there is no doubt the D. ha^ a copy ot them Xik 
iiis diary *^ I repeat it emj^aticatly, the cofrefpondence relative 
to the negociation ought to be laid before the public, the com* 
mons of England havea right to call for it; and it is a duty whick 
they owe to theirconntry and to pofterity. 

Whether the immediate ceffion of Florida, or what other caoCb 
that hrfth not yet tranfpired, encouraged the demand of Porto 

ftico; or whether the D. ^ B " , knowing Mr. G •« 

ientimeiits^ made that demand himfelf, finding Florida fo eafiljr 
givea op ; certain it \t^ that a demand of that important ifland 
was made, and her6 the French Miniller reforted to his chicane: 
A meflenger was fent with this demand to* the court of Madrid. 
Fourteen days were allowed for the meifenger to return. During 
this interval, the D. received exprefs and pofitive orders tojtgu 
tht trtaty immediately. Two days after the treaty wa$ iigned, and 
within the fourteen i^^y^* the meffeneer returned from Madrid^ 
with the furtender of the ifland. it has been fofpe^led, perhaps 
from the complexion of the faft, that the ifland was purchafed. 
if it was. Count V-—, no doubt, knows both the fum that was 
given, and to whom it was configned. If any fum actually wat 
given, -it was by Spain|; for the view of France was, to raak^ 
^pain pay the piper. 

My next will contain fome further particulars of this extraordi- 
nary negociation. I am. Sir, youir humble fervant. 

An ENGLISHMAN. 



LETTER IIL 
To Dr. MUSGRAVE, ofPjLTMouTH^ • 
SIR, 

THE article refpefHng the Eaft India Qompany, is ademonftra- 
tion that better terms of peace might have been obtained, if 
they had^been infifted upon. During the negociation Mr. Wood- 
waited 
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nr^itfd cmltf. lUHWt M thvMMb •fm artMc^' ludtbiligi Itie 
Company's aiRiin» to be iiilerted in the trttty. A» jutid« was 
accordingly fl^sad, ind koz to ikie aihiftcvtf wlw laid it was 
impoCble td obtain whm was tkHvin damaaded. Tbr)p ahvaed 
it: and if it kad baen permitted lo recMdn wkb their •liesatifMis^ 
as it bad be^n agreed to by tbe Frandi nMAiiers» and as it ftaod 
iik'tbe preliminariest the imerefts of the Coaspan^r mofM have 
been eflentially iojot ed. Bat Lord Cltve dppoled k ; and ia con% 
^qu^nce of this oppofitiott, it was altetod to the ferai m wbkh 
it now fiands in the general treaty. 

With regard to the fnjnu or rather orw treaty of fniMf iciSj 
the following is not a Jitde curioos. 

When the D. of B. Mr. K-4e, and the Dncs de Cfe^lenl and 
l^raflin were together at Choifeol'i hotel, at, a oa n feit a c o on.dio 
peace, the D. of B. /aid* he would not renew the treaty of cooi* 
' ^erce that was made at Utrecht; b<;^i|fe ibme of die artkles in 
ti had been difapproyed by the Britifli jparliaaMat, Tho fiibjcNft 
X dropped after a fhort converfation apon xt , and they proceeded to 
renew the treaty of Aix la Chapell^» and other mntiera. At 
length the D. of B. renewed thefubjeOof the treaty of Qomiliercet 
jnpoQ which Choifeul faid, the treaty of commerce had never been 
mentioned during tiie negociation. But. anfwered the X>» it has 
always been underftood. Choifeul replied, yoamnft either tako 
|he treaty of commerce as it now i»» between the two naiiQas 
i( meaning that which was ofered to be renewed) or there pHilt be 
po treaty of commerce at alL Tlie D. o^ B. declared, he ^nW 
aot accept of that treaty ; nor would he^fign the trspty/^f pf^i^ 
nnlefs a treaty of commerce was previouify agreed tp. Aa4 ^ 
fays Choifeul, ^u want to carve that treaty \w as yon plea^ } |p 
put in fome articles, and to ftrike out others.-^ Ai?.' laid he iii an 
exclamation, and turning about to a pfSure of the Frencli Kift^t 
which hung up in the room, and dafping^his liands together, en* 
e<i out. My dear ^maftir I nulun I fatrififtjwr hmmr^ tmh •ffm^ 

* Mr. N le then faid, Monf. Chmfenl, what better would 

yon be if that treaty was renewed ? The Bntifti parliament woald 
difapprove of it, and the D. of B. would^ be unp^che4 for it.-*^ 
Think yon fo, faid Choifeul ?— Yes, anfwered the J), of B, and ad* 
(led, if you do not confont to the nuking a new treaty of com* 
mercc» I will return to England tomorrow morning, and tell thr 
K. there is no honour in the French miniftry ; that lie mud fend 
for Mr. Pitt, who is the only man to deal with them, and fe.new 
the war. The name of i'///. frightened the French minifter; he 
gave up the conteK. A treaty of commerce was made ; but has 
not been publiOied, nor was it laid before^arliaiflent. 

During the ncgociation, the Due de Choiienl was cbnfiantly^ 
complaining of the Englifli news-pap^rs; which, he faid, were' 
continually publifhing the terms of the peace; and thefe papers 
doming into France, he added, induced -the French to think, and 
fay, he was facrificing the intereft of France in that treaty i-wUrh 
he apprehended might o^afion fome enthufiaft to afiaffinato ham* 

M 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ^$ ) 

^ iAiUmi mi to quiet kit <«ars tm t^tliead, it- 

was Am M iMlieftii^ d«fih>€e» not even authentic account of the * 
p<y>fiati<lii Mid Waty , ii » jgtef poMiBied« 

Bttfy i^ar ml) mUee ^it own obfervations on this fene^ of 
aarmrdiiktiy FaiptI. I'l«ve given them \o the world without ahv 
ofthlAadvAtttiqtMwliiditWy mi^t have derived from a detail 
in ine l^oj^gev tein| «onYnK;ed, fhatflidn truth meds nojk^ers 

■'" '- * ' Iaai|-$I9i, Youmofthuinblefervant. 

K^ ENCLISHMAN. 

^^Woan if /«r#iiiy /# JUNIUS, 

A$ Mohave not £ivbnr«d me with either of the explanationt 
. Miakdcdof fan, lean have nothing more to (ay tajrou upon 
ny own accomt* Your me^y tO ma, or -iendernefs fbr-^ourrelf^ 
]iaa Imo very gmat^ The {mwKc will judge of your niotiver: . If 
ynor nKuff df modefty fovMdtyon to produce either the proofs, 
or yonr&lf* I will excufe it*- Twe courage^ I have not the tern* 
per of TiberiuB, any more than the rank or powtr; Y^ru, indeed^ 
are aiyramtof anotW &rt.; and upota yout political bed of tor* 
turo can excnicktt any iiitjeft, Aiam ft nrft minifter down to icrch 
a^grafa'Or.batterflyatinyfelf. JUke another detefted tyrant of ak- 
ti^uity ean make the wretched fuierer fit the hed» if the bed will ^ 
not it the ^affirrary by i^^^nuag ot tearing the trembliug Kmbs 
mnil they vfi Ar e te hod to tta fxtremity* But courage, conilahcy 
mil f atienee* under tonnenti^ have {boietimes caufed the moft 
hardened monAertm ?eieat, and forgive the objefl of their cm-' 
elty«: Yoa^ Sir» are 4M«rmined to try all that human nature 
cai^ eodare, nn^ Ae cBii^iti;»s Elfe was it poffible that you could 
be the alithor of that mw inhuman letter to the Duke of i 

I have read it with aftosilhment and horrbr; where. Sir, where 
were the feeHngt ofybor own heart, whe^^^ou cpiild upbraid a' 
mot affe^ooate father with, the lofs of his only apd moft amiable 
fen?. .Read over again thbft cruel liaes of yours, and let them 
wdng yoUr very ibd ! Cannot political i|aeftibns be difcnflhd 
wichoat defdendi]]^ to the moft odious perfonalities f Muft yOu go 
wantonly out of your way to torment declining age, becaufe the 
]>l]he O f *' ■ " >may have quarrelled with thofe whofe canfe and 
politics you efpooie? For ihamel for ibamel As you have fpoke 
(daggers to himt yon nay ittftly dread the ufe of them againft your 
own breaft« didawaat of coarafe, or of noble fentimentsftimn^ 
late him to fach mean reveuge. He is above it; he is brave. D<^ 
you fancy that your own bwe arts have infected our whole i JIand { 
Mt vour own refle^bos» your own con A:tence, muft and will, if 
yon have any fpark of humanity remaining, give him moft ample 
vengeande.^Not all the poweifof words with which you are fb graced 
will ever waih out or eveo.paIiiate this foul blot in your charader. . 
fkayeatot time at preicntto diffed)^ur letter fo minutely as J could 
^ifl)^ bnt I will be bold enough to lay, ^tit is (a) to reafoii and 

argument 
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aigomem) UieQiQft£xib^r(^fKaQrRircgo^%idi«ip«lf4^ 
c?cr impofed upon the eye& aoa ffrs of tb«^t9<>j(ce4j^oyjl t^d de^ 
Inded mob. it' accufes thC; Duk^ o /gv vi 'Q^ lii^ :u:e«(iQinr. 
Vpop what foundation? Yoa t^ll as /'^ that th^.D.uk^« |(eci|mry 
charafler makes It more than probaBle,. .that Jie j;p9Ul . «0t h^ve 
made fuch' facrifices at the p^ce^. Withojot fom^-priii^ttf comp^n* 
^tlon; that his condud earned wita it aj^ intfpojr evijdepc;e» be* 
jond all the legal proofs of a Court of juiUce." .•^;' * . v 

My academical edncacion. Sir, hois: i^e.teQ you that it is ne* 
ceflary to eUablifh the truth of your irA propofition, before yon 

?refttme to draw infercfnces from it. Fir il p rove .the avarice b efore^ 
on make the rafh, haily an3 moft wiclced conclufioni "^his fa» 
ther, Jumusy whomiyoa cali avarici^u^ alfow^d^hat fon eight 
thoofand ppunds.fi year. Upon his moi( unfortunate deatl^^bsh 
]^ttr ufuM good-natiu«.tppk care to.remiBd him of,, be^gfc^tfy ^« 
creafed the jointui^pf j^he a||ide4 laid|r» hi^ wi5low. ..Is.thb %fa«_ 
ncc? Is thisjdoing goo^ b^y.^^^l^i^^ ^^i^ upon'reconi. -.- - 
\ If exaft order,- m^(hod» aQd triif;i)ei|Qmmy aa.a maAer o£a'&^' 
mUy y if fpleodour ai)>4 juft siagnifictv^ew wiih^ut wild wafte and; 
tkottghtleU extr^avagance, may conAituteihecharailcir pf ^m ava.- 
riciooft man» the Duke \k gui^lty. fiifet.for a moment let us admit: 
that an ambaiTador may love^oney too. much; what proof-do yoft 
gjlvc that he has taken auy |q. b^rji^ hra^countvy? Isit jieaHs^; 
or the evidence of letters, or 4ic«laci ot the evadeob&tiC ciiofe con- 
cerned in this black affair? Produce yoisr aatbttritisvtto the pub- 
tic*. It is a moft iu^pu^fpt ]|iiid ^&inRttyUo ittsmpt to bliM u» 
with the foioke, wi thou r cop vfhctngMs^artlhefire has exift^*^ Yon 
£rft brahfid him with a vice that he is fnpe:6oiD, ts render iiim odi- 
ous and fnfpe^ed. Sufpicion i% the. ^ol M^apon witiirwlucb fou 
«aaLs all your cluef attacks, with.Unt .^wrtriltbi .But ihallonepf 
the £rll fubje^ of ther^Im be.riunedthdm fiteifif lihall even bis 
life be in conflant danger from a chacge b6iltnipMo4fa«h fandv foan- 
datioa^-^ Mail his hoLufe be bpfi^ged by Lswldsri-ttfiaBs, his jour- 
nies impeded, and even the afylum o^analtar^be iniecure, from 
i^ei'tlons fo bafe andfalfe i Potest as.hi^ is, the Ouke is amenable - 
to juilice» if guilty, .pupi|hable. > The Psarliamcntisthe high and 
lolemn tribunal for matters of fndi great moment. To that be 
they fubmitted. B.uX^I hope alfo that, fomc notice wxll be taken 
of, and fom^paniOim^nt infli^ed upoa, faifoaccdfer^tefipiecially; 
a|>on fuch, jumusy vj\o are wilfully falife* In any •tmtli I wit - 
agree even with Junimsz^ will: agree, with htm .that it is h^bly «••{ 
becoming the dignity oh^pecrs to tamper with Boroughs. Arillo-' 
cracy is as fatal as democracy. Our conftitution admits of neither. 
I^.lpvcs a King, Lords and Commons, really chofen by the on-' 
bought fufirages of a free people. But if coiruptixm only Shifts 
hands ^ if the wealthy commoner gives the. bribe, iaiisfld'Of tbe 
potent peer, is the ilate better ferved by this exchanged is tbe 
wsal emancipation of the Borough e&ded, becaufe new paj«b^ 
' mcnt bonds may poOibly f^per£^de :th^old? To fay the truth, 
wherever fuch pradic as pre vail, they are ca^ail^f^ crimina) t»; and 
deibrudivt of our freedom. . ^. .♦ .,......-1 *. ..^f ►wi ^'* 

• ' ' ' ' Th€ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t-^7 ) 

llie reftof ytJttt'detlamatioiins^fiasee #»rtli <oiijSd^xiii|:r ^ce|^ 
ting for theeleganc^'of the langaage. Like Hankit in* the plaf^ 
yoa prodtice two piddres; yon :teH::a(l,: that o^^ is opt Uke tl^^ 
Duke of— '^9 theh yoa bring s'lRoft hid^i eKTicatuia« . and tei} 
OS of the rtfembkHCc ; 6ot ihukitji aHudit im^pi .• / . ; ', f* » 

Alt your long tedFous acccniitts of the miniftelial quirreU, khA 
the intrigues of the Cabinet; are reduoble tO a (tw Ibort lines f 
and to convince you. Sir; that I do not mean to Batter any niiniAer* 
either paft or priefentc Thefe are my thoughts : They feem to haiFd 
adted like lovers, or children; have pouted, qtiacrelled» cryed^ 
ici^d» and been friends again, as the ofaje^a of defire^ thft 
minifterial rattles, hare been put into their hands. But fuch pro# 
ceedings are very wiworthy of the gravity and dignity of a great 
nation* We do not want men of abilities; but we have wanted 
fteadinefs; we want unanimhy: Your letters, Junmsy will nob 
contribute thereto. - You may one day expire by a flame of yfeui* 
Own kindling. But it is my hamblie opinion, that lenity and mo?' 
deration, panlon and oblivion, will difappoint the efForts of alt 
the feditiottfi in the land ; and extinguiih their wide fpreading fires^ 
I have lived with this fentiment, with this I fhall die/ 

W. D. 



Ju N I u s /« reply to Sir Wil l1 a m Dk a p e r's nvord at partmg* 

SIR, 

IF Sir William Dr&pet-'a bed be a bed of torture, he Ka? made it;- 
for himfelf j I ihall never interrupt his repofe. , Having change] 
ed the fubje£t, th^re are parts of his lad letter not undeferving of a 
heply» Leaving his private chara^er and condu^ out of the- 
queftion, I fhall confider him merely in the capacity of an aiithorj, 
whofe labours certainly do no difcredit to a news paper. 

We fay, in common difcourie, that a man may be his own ene-* 
my, and the frequency of the fad makes tHe expreffion intelligi* 
ble. But that a man (hould be the bittereft enemy o^^ 
his friend, implies a contradidlion of ^ peculiar nature., 
There is fomething in it, which cannot be conceived with-i» 
out a confufion of ideas, nor cypre (Ted without a folccifm in 
language. Sir William Draper is ' dill that fatal friend Lord. 
Granby found him. Yet I am ready to do jaflice to his generoii- 
ty ; if indeed it be not fomething more than generous, to be th6 . 
voluntary advocate of m^n, who think themfelves injured by his 
alliance, and to confider nothing in the caufe he adopts, but the 
difficulty of defending it. I thought however he had been better . 
read in the hiilory of the human heart, Nthan to compare or con* 
found the tortures of the body with thofe of the mind, tie ought 
to have known, though perhaps it might not be his interefi to con- 
fefs that no ot|twa'rd tyranny can reach the mind. If confciencc 
plays the tyranti it would be greatly for the benefit of the \yorld, 
tbat (he were, more arbitrary, and far Ijcfs placable than fome men - 
find her. 

jBut it fecms I have outraged the feelings of a father** hearL— 

Am I indeed fo injudicious? Does Sir William Draper think I 

VoUV. Pp \ would 
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pott a viota^oaof the laws4>f Immaaic^? Does he.duDki am f<^ 
Btde acqttsittted witli the Mt Mmd aobleft chan^UriCk of EagUfli^ 
aMsa ^ Or how will he reconcile foch feUj with an oaderftaoding 
lb fall of artifice as auae? Had he been a father, he woald have^ 
been boc tittle ofcaded with .the temky of the repnoach, for his' 
aind woald hkyt been filled with the jofticeof it. He woold 
have leen that I did not iafult the feeliaf s of a father* 
Imt the father who felt nothings He woold have trnfted 
to the evidence of his own paternal heart, and boldly d^cd 
the poffibilit)^ of the'fa^t, inftead of defending it. Ag^ft 
whom then will his hooe#. indignation be dire^ed, when lailare 
him, that this whoile town beheld the D^ o f i *s €ondud» up^ 

on the death of his fon, with horror and aAoailhment. Sir Wll'^ 
liam Draper does himieif but little honoor in ^pofing the general 
feofe of hit country. The people are feldom wrong in theur opi-r 
nions ;-«in their ftntiments, they are never miftakcn* There may 
be a vanity perhaps in a fingnlar way of thinking ;— but when a 
man profeflts a want of thote fotlin^s» which do honour to the 
. multitttde, he hazards (bmething, infinitely more important than 
the charader of his nnderftanding. After all, as Sir William 
may poffiblv be -to earadfc in his anxiety for the D o f , I 
Ihonla be glad. to rdieve him froni it. He may reft afiured that 
this -worthy nobleman langhs, with equal indifferehce» at my 
reproaches, and Sir William's diftrefs about him. But here let 
itftop.' Even the D. of— ^, infeniible as he is» will confalt the 
tranquility of hit life, in not provoking the moderation of mv 
temper* If^ frokn the profbundeft contempt, I Aoold ever rile 
into anger, he Ihonld (bon find, that all I. have already faidof 
him was lenity and compaffion. 

Out of ^ long catalogue. Sir William Draper has confined his'^ 
ftif to the refutation of two charges only.* The reft he had not 
time to difcufs ; and, indeed, it would have been a laborious nn« 
dertaking. To draw upa defence of fach a feries of enormities^, 
would have required a life at lea^^ as long as that, which has been. 
. uniformly employed in the pra^ice of tnem. The public opi« 
nien of tne D. o f ■■ ^s extreme oeconomy is, it feems, entirely 
without foundation. Though not very prodigal abroad, in hh 
own family at ieaft, he is regular and magnificent. He pays his 
debts, abhors a beggar, and makes a handibme provifion for his- 
fon. His charity has improved upon the|.proverb, and ended 
where it began. Admitting the whole force of this fingle inftance 
of his domeftic generoiity (wonderful indeed coufidering thenar. 
rownefs of his ^rtune, and the little merit of his only fon) the 
public may ftill perhaps be difiati^fied, and demand fome other 
lefs equivocal proofs of his munificence. Sir William Draper 
Ihould have entered boldly into the detail -*-oj|p^ndigence reliev- 
ed ;^— of arcs encouraged ;— of fcience patronized ; men of learn- 
ing proteded, and works of genius rewarded;— in ihort, had 
there been a fingle inftance, befides Mr. Rigby, of bluftiing me* 
rit brought forward by the Duke, for the fervice of the j^ublic, 
it Ihould not have been omitted. 

^ ^. . IwiA 
dbyLjOogle 
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T wi(k U %M']fdffiMe to cfbUilh ji^ ioftmice witli tkelTaaifr 
ceitaibty, on which I betiere the ptiaciple is fbundc4. My coo-> 
clttfion hc^^^rever was not diawh Ifom tne pruicipk alone, J am; 
not fo^unjuft as to reaibn from one crime to anbthcff ; thoagh « Jb 
think that, of all the vices» avarice is moH apt to taint and cor- 
Hipt t|ie heart. I combined the known tenpei of .tlicLpan, wjth 
the extravaeant conceffions made by the ambaflador, and tho'X 
donbt not iufficient care was taken to leave no document of anj 
treafbnable neigoctation» I ftill maintain that the condnd ^ of this 
ftoinifter carries with it an inesma] aiiid' a cofntineio^-eyidence a^ 
gaiiCft him. Sir William Draper fcems not to know the value or 
S>rce of (bch a proof. He will not permit ns .to judge of the mo^ 
tives of me#, by the mianileft tendency of th^ir aoions, nor b/* 
the notbrious charafter of their minds. He calls for papers and 
witneflefy with a fert of triumphant fecurity, as if nothing could, 
be true, but what could be proved in a court of juftice. )^t a re*. 
ligious man might have remembered, upon what foundation ibme, 
ttotbsy moft interefting to mankind* have been received and efta^^ 
blilhed. If k Were not for tha itatenial evidence, which.the pureft 
df religions carriei with it, what would have become of his onqi^ 
well-quoted decalogue, and of the meekneft of his chriftianity i 

The generous warmth of his refentment makes him contbond 
the ofder of events* He forgets that the inAilts and diftreflea 
which the D. o f ■ has faSered, and which Sif William has lat 
nented with many delicate touches of the true pathetic were only 
i«corded in my letter to hia Grace, not occafioned by it^ It waa 
a fimple, candid narrative of ftOs ; tho', for. ought I knciw^ it 
jnay carry with it fomething prophetic. Has Grace undoubtedly 
has received feveral ominous hints ; and I think, in certain cir-v 
cumftances, a wife man would do well tojprepare himielf for thai 
r^nt. 

But I have a charfi;e of a heavier nature againft Sir .William Dr«« 
ptr. He tells us that the D. o f m i it amenable to juftice ;«--« ^ 
that Parliament is a high and folemn tribunal | and that, if gniUy<> 
be ii^ay be puniflied by due courfe of law; and all this, he fays, 
with s|s much gravity as if he believed one word of the matter.-* 
I hope indeed the day of impei|chmef|ts will arrive, before this^ 
nobleman e(lc|^pes out of life;-*fbut to ^pfpr us to that mode of 
proceeding nbW» with fi|ch a miniHrjr, and Aich a^ ' j/n ofC s 

as the prefent, wh|t is it, but ^^ indecent mockery of the com* 
mon (enfe of the Ration f I think he might hi^ve contented him* 
felf with defending the greateft enemy* without infMlting the dif* 
treses of his country. 

His concluding declaration of his opinion, wi(h f|^|!e^ to the 
prefent condition ofafurs^ M too lo<Me and undetermined tP b^; 
of any fervice to the public. How ftrange it is that this gei^tle* 

■I ■ ■ i>— ^^pii— ill ■ 1^ i.*'..,'^ ■■ I I " iM II I '■ II m» m 

* If Sir W. D* will take the trQ«(b)f of looking iptoTorcy't 
Memoirs, he will fee wi^ wh^t little c^sremony a bribe may pa 
offered to a Ouke^ and with what )ittle cerei^ony it wa^ mIj mm 
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fliiui lhobld'd«dseste fo limisli time atad wgilmeftt to Ae ^[efekiceTpf 
wbrthl^fs or indifferent 'charaClcra» while be giyjes but* fevea i«li<-, 
tiu-y lines to the obljr iabjefl,' wUph caii defeiir.o/h^ attentigp, or 
do credit tQbiiiUiihtics* 
': ' -• JU,NIUS. 

\ \." ,\ . ■ / ' ." .\ ^ . ." ♦ ■ '' ' ' .'^ •"■ ' > ' " » ." ^ — rr 
'fift^e Printer. 

ITi9 not wottderfel tbtt tbe^great caufei ia which this Qonnttf 
19 engaged, ih^uld have roofed aad engrofTed the whole 4tteii* 
don of the peoj^e. I rather admiae the gi^eross fpieit with which 
|:)iey feel and aCert their intereft in this important q^eftion, tbai| 
blame themfor their indifference 'aboat any other. When thovcon* 
ftitatton is opeiily inv^ed, when the kkt original right of the 
people, irom which all laws derive their authority^ i# ^itt^Hy at-- 
f^cked, inferior grievancea natorally lofe their force, and ar^ faf« 
fered to pafft by ^ithoat pani(hmeiit or obfetvation* The prefeot 
imihiiiry are as ilngularly marked by their fortune, as by their 
Crimes. Inilead ofatoning for theiF former oondu^ by any wiAi. 
or popular meafare, they have fbnnd, in the enormity of one fa6k, 
a ceirer aitd defence for a ieries of meafares) which muft have been 
fatal to any other adminiftration. I fear we are top mmifs in ol^- 
ferving the whole of their }>roceediogs.. Struck with th^ pjjnd- 
pal fignre, we do notfufiiciently mark in what manner thecaa^ 
▼as is filled pp. Yet fu rely it is not a lefs crime, nor leis/atal 
in lis confequ^nces, to encourage a flagrant breach of the law by 
a 'military force, than to make ufe of the f<Mrms of parliament tq 
deilroy the cqnllitution. The Miniftry feem determined to give u^ 
^choice of difficulties, and if poflible^ to pe.rple>(.us with the 
multitude of their offences. The expedient is well worthy of the; 
I)uke of G-^« But though he has preferved a gradation and va* 
riety in his meafures, we -ih^iftld remember that .the jprinciple 1% 
iinifprQi. Dilated by the fame- fpirit they deferve (he fame at* 
tentibn.-^The following fa£t, though of the .moft alarming ^ a* 
tnre, has not yet been clearly Aated to the public* nor have the 
confeqaences of it been fufficiently understood* ({ad J taken, i( 
up at an earlier period, I (hould have been accinfed of an uncan« 
did, malignant precipitation, asif I watched for an unfair advan* 
tSigt againft theminiftry, and would not allow them a reafonable 
time to do their dutyl They now iland without excufe. Inilead 
of employing the lei fure they have had, in a flri£l examination of 
the offence, and puniihing the offenders, they feem to have con- 
sidered that indulgence, ias a fecurity to them, that with a little time 
ivk^ management the Whole affair migbt be bori^ ^^ fllence an4 
'tottei^y forgotten. 

A ](j[ajor General of the army is arrefled by 4ie iheriff^s officer^ 
fbr'a cotifiderable debt. He perfwad<^s them to condud^ him 
fe the Tilt VaW jn St. James's rark, under fome pretence of bu- 
rners, which it irti ported him to fettle before he was con fined. He 
kpplies te a Serjeant,' nqt immediately on duty, to affift wi(h (om^ 
^-' " ' ^' ■ . , .• *pf 
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it^hls companions in favouring his efcape. He attempts it. A: 
boftle enfues. The bailiffs clai^n their prifoner. An officer of 
thfc goard^, not then on daty, takes part in tht a£air, applies t<| 
the lieutenjantcomnianding the. Tilt Yard Guard, and urges him 
to turn out his guard to relieve a general of&cer* The lieutenant 
declines interfering in perfon, but ilands at a diilaoce and fuifert 
jthe bufmefs to be done. The other oiHcer takes upon himfelf tQ 
^rder out the guard* In a moment they are in arms, quit their 
guard, march, refcue the General, and drive away the iherifi^« 
officers, who. in vainr&prefent their right to the prifoner, and the 
i^ature of the arreft. The foldiers firS condaft the General int^ 
their guard-room, then efcorthim to a place of fafety ; with bay- 
5^nets iixedjr-and in all the forms of military triumph. I will not 
^large upon the various circumftances, which attended this atro<' 
cious proceeding. The perfonal injury, received by the officers of 

gielaw in the execution of their duty, may perhaps be atoned for 
y fome private compenfation. I confider nothing but the wound, 
wjiich h^ been giv^n to the law itfelf to which no remedy ha^ 
l^en replied, no fatisfadion made. Neither is it my deiign to 
dwell upon the mifcondudl of the parties concerned, any farther, 
tjhan is neceiTary to ihew the behaviour of the minidry iu 
US true light- I would make every, compaffionate al- 
lowance for the infatuation of the prifoner, the falfe a.nd 
crimi^a) difcretion of one officer, and the ipadnefs of another. | 
would leave the ignorant foldiers entirelv out of the quieilion« 
They are certainly the lead guilty, though they are the only per^ 
fons who have yet fufiered, even in the appearance of puailhment.. 
The fa^ itfelf, however atrocious, is not the principal point tq 
be coniidered. It might have happened under a more regular go^ 
yernment, and widi guards better difciplined than oqrs. The 
main qaeilion is, in what manner have the miniijLry a£led on this 
extraordinary occaiion f A genera} officer calls upop the King*^ 
own Guard, then a<^ually on duty, tOTefcue him from the laws of 
his country ; yet at this moment he is in a iituation qo worfe, thani 
if he had not committed an offence, equally enormous in a civil 
4nd military view.'^A lieutenant upon duty deigned ly quits his 
goard, and fuffisrs it to be drawn out by ainother officer, for i 
purpofe which he well knew (as we may colled frpni an appear- 
jftUce of caution which only makes his behaviour the niore crimi-* 
oalj to be in the higheft degree illegal. Has this gentleman beer^ 
palled to a Court Martial to anfwer for his condud f No. Has it 
been cenfured? No-^-^Has it beep in any (hape f»nquircd into? 
jifo.-— Another lieutenant, not upon duty, nor even in his 
tegimentals, is daring enough tQ order opt the King's guard^ 
over which hfi had properly no comqaand, and engages 
(hem in a violation of the laws of his country, perhaps jthe mod Sn« 

fular and extravagant that ever was attempted.— What punishment 
as ^# fuffered ? Literally none. Suppofmg he (hould be profecute4 
at common law for the refcue, will that circumflance, from whicH 
|he miniftry can dwy$ liO xnefit, ^xc^fe or julUfy ;heir fuffering 
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16 flagrant a breach of military difcipliiie to pafs hy oilrpomibed'' 
iwd annoticed ? A.^ they aware of the outrage oiTered to their fo- 
verngD, when his own proper guard, is ordered otit, to ftop, by 
naiii force, the execation of his laws ? What are we to conclode 
ftosn fo fcandaloQs a negled of their daty, bot that they have o- 
ther yiews, which can only be anfwered by fecnrin^ the attach- 
ment of the guards ? The minifter woold hardly be & cautions of 
effending thm, if he did not mean, in dne liae, to call fot their 
affiftance. 

With refpeft to the parties themfelves, let it be dbferved that 
thefe gentlemen are neither yonng oiicers, nor very young men. 
Had they belonged to the unfledged race of eafigns, who infeil 
otir ftreetSy and diihon6ur our public places, it might perhaps be 
fbfficient ^o fend them back to that diicipline, from whkh theif^ 
parents, judging lightly from the matority of their vices, had re- 
moved them too foon. in this cafe, I am forry to fee. Hot ib much 
the folly of youth, as the fpirit of the corps, and the connivance 
-pf government. 1 do not qneftion that there are many brave and' 
worthy officers in the regiments of guards. But C(Mifidering them 
^s a corps, I fear it will be found that they are neither good ibldi- 
crs nor good Aibjedts. Far be it from me to ipfinuate the moft' 
diilant refie£Uon upon the army. On the contrary, I honour and 
cfteem the profefiioo ; and if thefe gentlemen were better foldiers^ 
J am fore they would be better fubjeds. It is not that there is any 
Internal vice or defed in the profeffion itfelf, as regulated in this 
country, but that it is the fpirit of this particular corps to deipiie 
fh^irprofeffion, and that, while they vainly afiu me the loui of the 
^rmy, they make it matter of impertinent comparifon and trioapk' 
ov^r the braveft troops in the world (I mean our marching regi- 
inents'] fhat the^ indeed Hand upon higher ground, and are privi^ 
]eged to neglect the laborious forms of military difcipline and ^b^ 
iy. Without dwelling longer upon a moil lavidnont fnbye^, I 
jhalt leave it to military men, who have feen a fervice mOf« aAive 
than the parade, to determine whether or no I iftik truth. 

How far this 'dangerous fpirif has been encomged t^ govern* 
ment and to whaif pernicions* pnrpofes it ma^ be i|>pliecl hereafierr 
well deferves oi^r moi| ferrous confideration. I klMMir indaad, fkat 
^hen this aiFhir happi^ed, an aflfedation of altrm tan thvnuKh the 
sniniftry. Something ipufl be dtne tp'fvrc appearanees. Tli« 
cafe was too flagrant to be' pafled by afc^foliflaly without notice^ 
But how have they aded ? Ifitlead of ordering tin oficcrs conceriH 
^d, and who, ftriaiy fpeaking, afe alo«# gmltjr, |o be put iiadcr 




power; fo that while the oCcers,' who ordered or permitted th^ 
thing to be done, efcape without cenfure, the poor men whool:^«d 
fhofe orders, who in a military view are no way re^^fible for 
what they did and who for that reafon have; been dilcharged by 
the civil magilkates,. are the only objeds whom the muiiftry hav< 
thought proper to expofe to punilhment. They did not venture 
to bring even thefe men ^q> a co\irt martial, becaufc they kaew 
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tiMr erldeace woaM be fatal to foine perfoi2$» wKom they ^mt 
determined to proted. Otherwife, I doubt not, the lives of theie 
unhappy, friendlefs foldiers would king fince have been facrinced 
without fcruple to the fecurity of their guilty officers. 

I have been accuied of endeavouring to enflame the paffion^ 
of the people, — Let me now appeal to their underftandiiig. ^ If 
there be any tool of adminiilration daring enough to deny thefe 
&ds9 or iiamelefs enough to defend the condudl of the niiniflry, 
let him come forward. I eare not under what title he appears. 
He ihall find me ready to maintain the truth of my narrative, and 
the jntdc^s of my obferv^ons upon it, at the hasard of my utmoft 
Credit widi the public. 

Under the moft arbitrary governments, the common admini- 
ftration of juftice is fuffered to take its courie. The fubje^l, 
though robbed of his (hare in the legiflatare, is ftiil proteded by 
the laws. The political freedom of the Knglifh conftitution wai 
once the pride and honour of an Engl ifla man. The civil equality 
of the laws preferved the property, and defended the fafety of the 
fttbjeQ. Are thefe glorious privileges the birthright of the people* 
or are we only tenants at the will of theminiftry ? — But that I know 
thereisaipirit of reiiilancein the hearts of my countrymen, that they 
, value life, not by its convenicncies, but by the independence and 
dignity of their condition, I fhould, at this moment, appeal only 
to their difcretion. I (houid perfwade them to banifh from their 
minds all memory of what we were; I (hould tell them this is not 
a time to remember that we were Engliihmen ; and give it as my 
iail advice, to make fome early agreement with the miniiler^ 
that fince it has pleafed him to rob usofchofe political rights, 
«vhick once diilingui(hed the inhabitants of a country, where hon- 
obf was happinefs, he would leave us at leaft the humble, obedi- 
ent fecurity of citizens, and gracioufly condefcend to proted us 
ia our fubmiiSoa. 

JUNIUS. 

f^e fellowirig petition to the King was delivered into his Ma- 
jefty's own hands, the 5th of laft month, by Mr. Allen. 

To his MAJESTY. 

fit hmmhh Pttitkn tfWittiam AIUh, tJn difibnfilatt father (fWiUiam 
AUtMf wJb§ was hturharnsfij murdtrtd oh the iOth o/Maj^ 1768. 

Moil gracious Sovereign, 

YOUR petitioner thinks it his duty to lay before your Majefty, 
with great humility, a ihort account of the unprovoked and 
Pjiitrageoos murder committed by a Scotch officer, and three fol- 
4iei^ of the fame regiment, upon the innocent body of your peti« 
tionerVonly ion ; %youtl^, that all who knew him are ready to atteft,, 
Vf4S perfectly /ober, temperate, humane, dutiful to his parents, and 
a $<icer9 lover and wormipper of his God. It was a murder of fo 
complicated a dye, and attended by fo many barbarous and cruel . 
cifQuipftayico as cm hardly be paralelled in any former age, and 

complicated 
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IS a (K<grace to the prefent, i^hich was provec!^ to a detaonflratiotfy 
before an Koneft impartial jur;^ fummoned b^ the coroner, aodtbd 
officer and foldiers brought in guilty of wilful murder; yet, by 
the powerful interpofition of the great, and' the artful and 
finifter means of fomc of your Majcfty's juftices, who or- 
dered the ioldiei's to £re, and fufFered one of the murderers to . 
snake his efcape, and the others have been fcreeiied from the pu- 
nilhment they fo juftly deferved ; and as your petitioner has been 
informed, feme of them rewarded for committing this moft exe** 
crable crime. 

That if your moft gracious Majefty, the father of your peopleg 
would permit your unhappy petitioner to la/ the whole date of hii 
cafe, before you, he is well perfwadcd your majefty's fatherly 
heart would fyrapathife wjth the iftill bleeding agonies of the dil- 
confolate parents of A> amiable a child, fnatched from them by 
the hands of ruffians, in the bloom of youth and innocence; of a 
daughter who did not long furvive the untimely death of her be- 
loved brother, and of a moft affiifted mother, who, (tho* ftill a- 
live) inceflantly moans and weeps over the cruel death of the betf 
of children, and cannot be comforted. Your-Majcfty can never 
be offended with your moft afflidled petitioner for applying to your 
Majefty for juftice againft the cruel murderers of his beloved 
child, whofe blood cries aloud for vengeance. 

Your Majefty's petitioner has fpent a very large fum of money in 
the profccution of the perpetrators of this moft horrid crime, and 
though this profecution was carried on in your Majefty's name, 
yet it is a notorious faft, that your Majefty's counfel, folicitor^ 
and agents for tlie treafuty were employed againft me, ap- 
peared publickly at the affizes, and by all other arbitrary 
a£ls; rendered every effort of your poor petitioner vain 
and infignificant, to the aftoniflitnent of all unbiafted hearers 
who attended that trial. Your petitioner, therefore, has nO 
hopes of juftice but from your majefty : he has, indeed, this 
confolation left, that he proved by inconteftable evidence* 
that his fon was innocent, and that he was not in the fields- 
that fatal day ; neither had he given the leaft offence to any per- 
fon whatfoever; that he was employed in his own bufinefs to the 
very minute of his being killed adjoining his father's own premi- 
fj^s ; that neither his natural >temper nor inoffenfive behaviour ever 
tempted him to mix with ill-difpofed perfons in any private or 
public difturbance of any kind, and was fo remarkably hsarnhh 
and mild, that he haeh in tbefe particulars hardly left his equal; 
for the truth of which fa£is, your petitioner appeals to all. that 
knew him. 

It in humbly hoped, your Majefty will pardon the length of this 
petition, laid before you by the moft difconfolate father of a mur- 
dered child, who now, with tears in his eyes, and a bleeding 
heart, lies proftrate at your Majefty's feet, meekly and humbly 
imploring your compaftion and juftice, equally due to the meanel^ 
of your fubjedls. 

Your petitioner, . thereforc'moft humbly befeeches your Majefty, 
to takethe premifes into your royal ccnfideratioa^ and to iffue out 

• . , yout 
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yOttr prbclattlation for apprehending the perpetrators of thiS horrid . 
cHme, which may ftill be ufeful, though it is a year and three 
months fince the commiffion of the fa6l, that they taay be brought 
to a fair trial, when ybur* petitioner will be ready to prove what he 
has alTertedy.or in any other way or method that yoUr Majcfty in 
your great wifdoih and juftice fhdil think mbft proper, and. 
ybui' petitioner fhall forever pray for the eafe, happiriefs* and 
pfofperity of your Majefty's rdyal perfon and pofterity. 
< ________ WILLIAM ALLEN. - 

AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF NEW BOOKS. 

Lettdrj to the Right Honourable the Earl of Hiljhorough^ from Oo^er- 
not Bernard^ General Gage^ and the honourable his Miyejiy^s Council 
for the Province of Majfachufett* sRajy nvith an Appendix containing^ 
di*vers Proceedings referred to in the /aid Letters. 

Bofton : Printed by Edes and GilU Printers to the Honourable Houfe of 
Reprefentati<ves 1769, and London^ Reprinted for J. Almon, 

THIS colleftion of authentic letters and papers is a moft vt-^ 
luable acquifition to the public in general ; but more^ 
particularly, to all the friends of liberty, ^nd to fuch of the Bri- 
tifh fubjedls as wilh well to their brethren in New England, or 
are connedled with them in commerce. It gives a ftriking pic* 
ture on the one hand of the forcible, but unfuccefsful efforts of 
defpotifm, to fubjugkte a virtuous, fober, indurtrious, trading 
people to its arbitrary will ; and on the other, of the happy 
confequenqes of union, intrepidity and manly perfeverance ex- 
erted in defence of the rights and priveleges of a free-born peo- 
ple. After the moft candid and diligent perufal of this perfor*^ 
mance, the author of this review, thinks himfelf juftifiable in 
a/Terting, that the council and the houfe of reprcfentativ^s for 
the province of Ma{Iachufett*s-bay, have fully acquitted themfclves 
of all the ill grounded charges raalicioully brought again ft them • 
by their adverfaries ; and that unlefs any further mifreprefen- 
tations of their condudl a'-e credited, wc have all the reafon in 
the world to imagine, that the moft conciliating meafures muft 
fpeedily be tBken to reftore that harmony between the government 
and the people of New England, which fubfifted before the fatal 
introdudion of ads of the Britifh parliament into our colonics^ 
impofing taxes for the fole purpofe of railing a revenue. 
^That the people of New England may not be thought too fevere in 
their behaviour to Governor ternard, it is necelfary topremift, 

• that however convinced they may have been that he aded latterly 
by fuperior order, it was act their bufinefs to look further than to 
their governor, from whom they had a right to expe6"t fuch a rc- 
prefentation of their grievances, as would induce'adminiftration, 
at home to relax in their favour, arid to fend him inilruftions to 
govern them with lenity, on the principles of freedom and equity. 
So far from afting in this gracious manner, his lettexfi are here 

"exhibited as fo many proofs of his mifreprer«ntatioa aiid partial 
accounts of the fituation of affairs at Bofton. 
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TJc4>cft»eihod of ftaring the merits of thecaufe between the. 
Boilonians andxheir governor, will be, toextra^fuch paflages from 
the governor's letters as were deemed by thejn highly exception- 
able — and then to give their objedions, as they arife in their 
order, to the fevcral paflages extrafled. 

November i, 176S. Governor Bernard writes to Lord Hills- * 
borough, " That he now proceeds to conclude his narrative of 
his endeavours to get, quarters for the King's troops untill he foand 
liimfelf at the end of bis firing and could do nothing more. His 
account of the endeavours he made before he came to the end of his 
ftring, runs thus; 

'* On Saturday Odober 15, General Gdigt arrived here with Vis 
officers to look to the quartering the troops himfelf. On Monday 
I called a council in the morning and introduced the general. He 
told them that he was refolved to quarter the two regiments 
now herein the town, and denCanded quarters ; and tha| he ihoulj 
referve tqe barracks at the cailie for the Irifh regiments or foch 
piart of them as tkey would contain, which has fince been deter^ 
mined to be only one regiment, ^fter the general had feft the 
board 1 fat at it till eight o'clock at night, (two hours after dinner 
only excepted.) The wnole was a fceneof perverfion, to avoid their 
doing any thing towards quartering the troops, unworthy of fucb 
9, body. In the courfe of the queflions I put to them, they- denied 
that they knew of any building belonging to the province in th^ 
town of Bofton that was proper to be £tted up for barracks, and 
they denied that the manufadory houfe was fuch a buildiAg. 
This was fo notorioufly contrary to truth, that fome g^ntlemeii 
. exprefiied their concern that it fhould remain upon the minutes, and 
to induce me toconfent to its been expunged, a motion was made 
in writing that the governor be defirea to order the manufadory 
houfe to becleared of its prefent inhabitants, that it might be fitted 
up for the reception of fuch part of the two Iriih regiments as could 
not be accommodated at the caftle barracks. Tnis was violently 
oppofed, but was carried in the affirmative, fix to live. Upon this, 
I ordered the former anfwers to be expunged. This refolution a- 
mounting to an ailignment of the caftle barracks for the Irifh regi- 
ments eii^dlually put an end to theobj^^ion before made, that no 
quarters were due in town until the caftle barracks were filled. 
The next thing to be done was, to clear the manufadlory houfe, 
the prevenxing of which was a great objeft oi the fans of liberty. 
For this purpofe, about fix or feven weeks before, when the report 
of troops coming here was firft confirmed, all kinds of people were 
thruft into this building, and the workhoufe itfelf was opened, and 
the people confined there were permitted to go into the manufac- 
tory houfe. This was admitted to be true, in council, by one of 
the board who is an overfeer of the poor and a principal therein. 
And after the order of council was known, feveral of the chiefs 
of the fa^lipn went into the manufadtory houfe, advifed the people 
there to keep poffeffion again ft the governor's order, and promiicd 
them fupporc. And when fome of them iignified their intention 

to 
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to qait Ac hottfe, they were told that ifthey quitted the houfe they 
Inuft quit'the towh, ror they woaM be killed if they ftaid in it. 
I had the advice of the beft lawyers that according to the law and 
ttfuage of this country, the owners of an houfe occupied by tenanti 
At fufferance, or wrongful pofTeflbrs might enter by any meani 
they could, and turn them outof poffeffinos,without bringing an ac* 
tion. It was alfo certain that the governor and council when th^ 
aflembly was not fitting, were pcrfeft owners of the eftates belong* 
ing ta the province, except for alienation. Upoji thefe two prin- 
ciples I appointed the fherifFand two of his deputies, bailiffs of th^ 
governor, and council, for the purpofc of removing the people out 
Dfthe manufaftory houft* The fherilF was refulbd admittance • 
upon which the chief juftice went with him and ad^ifed them tcf 
give up the houfe, he was anfwered that they had the opinion of 
the beft lawyer in the province to keep poffeffion. Upon a third 
tttempt, the ihcriff finding a window open, entered ; upon which 
the people gathered about him, and fh^it him up ; he ihen mad^ 
a fignal to an officer without^ who brought a party of foldiers, who 
took poffeffion of the yard of the building and relieved the fherijf 
from his confinement. This occafioned a great mob to affemble, 
with fome of the chiefs of the faftion, they were very abufive a- 
|;ainf! the fbldiers, but no mifchief was done. They kept the boaft 
blockaded all that day, and beft part of the next day. Wheii 
(otac of the council declaring it was not intended to uf6 
force, though they knew it coum not be done without, and th^ 
building not being immediately wanted, the foldiers were witlw 
drawn on the evening of the fecond day. Thus the building be- 
fonging to the government, and afligned by the governor and coun- 
cil for his Majefty's ufe, is kept filled with ihe outcafts of the 
workhoufe and the fcum of the town, to prevent its being ufed for 
the accommodation of the King's troops.^* The remainder of this 
letter contains an account of the governor's proceedings indepenr 
dent of the council, with whom he fays he found nothing could be 
done, till he had billctted the foldiers in the public houfes as far 
as they would go ; the council he obferves, left this bufincfs to hint 
Silonewithoutoffering their affrftance. •* Indeed I did not aflt them, as 
Ididnot think the ||ufinefs would be forwarded byaffociatingthem.** 
The juftices of the peace having in the next place refuied to billet 
the troops, the governor was at length reduced to the neccffity of 
afting under a fpecial commiffion received from his Majefty, com^ 
manding him to take every neceffary ftep for the accommodaiioa 
of the King's troops, and in virtue thereof he appointed a perfoi^ 
to place the faid two regiments in fuch buildings and houfes as 
could be procured at the expenCe of the crown with the confent of 
the owners,— —Thus ended the hufinefs of quartering the two re- 
giments. 

The council of the province of Maffachufctts-Bay in vindication 

of themfelves and the province, againft the calumnies and mif- 

reprefentations of their governor, make the following obfervationa 

•Q this letter, in their's to Lord Hillborough dated April 15, 1769* 

CLq 2 Thflf 
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. They open* the bufinefs of their letter to hrs lordfliip invery. 
fpirited, manly, decent terms, and they charge Governor Bernard 
|iot only with divers mifreprefentations of their condudb and many 
unjuft reflediions in his fix letters to his lordfhip, authentic copies 
of which they had procured from London, but alfo with a deiign 
to bring about a|i alteration in the civil government of the pro- 
vince ; for which re^fons they are obliged in juftice to themfelves 
and the province, to addrefs his lordftiip on the fubjcft matter of 
thofe letters, and to pray his candid attention to what they have 
%he honour to write to him. 

** In the firft of thcfe letters dated November i, 1768. Gover- 
|ior Bernard informs yoqr lordfliip h^ now proceeds to conclude hi^ 
narrative of his endeavours to get quarters for the King's troops, 
The preceding part of this nanative we have not feen, but if there 
te in it ^he fame want of candour as is difcoverable in the conclu- 
ding part, pontained in the faid letter, it is neceflary for your lord- 
ihip's right informatioHy to give you our narrative on the fame 
fubjea.**^ 

. They (hen proceed 'to Ihew, that from the 19th September, 
when the notice was lirft communicated to them that two regiments 
^ere expefted from Halifax and two from Ireland, to the fiid firfi; 
of November, they had done every thing ia their power, without de^ 
l^y,^ to provide quarters for the faid regiments purfuant to adl of 
parliaijieht, and that the governor wanted them to take-pieafure*- 
diredlly contrary to ad of parliament, which they could not thinl; 
themfelves juftified to do. And they obferve that it was very un- 
fortunate to the province, and to his,Majcfty's ftryice in general, 
that the general affembly of the province could not be fitting while 
this aiFair was in agitation, ^nd at a time .when their ^id wa$ fo 
cflentially neceflary. We now cQme tp ^he ^onclufion of th? 
governor's narrative of November i . 

" It appears by the fai^ letter, the genpr^ demanded quarters in 
the town for the two regimepts theti here, apd faid that he Ihould 
referve the barracks at the caille for the 'two Iriih regiments ex- 
pefted, or fuch part of them as they would contain. This hap- 
pened Odtober 15, when the; council reprefented to the governor, 
that they had already given their fentiments in their anlwer deli- 
vered to him on the 24th of September to vvliich they referred 
.him, but this not being fatisfa£lory, they delired to poftpone the 
aiFair to the z6th, when a full council was by his order ap? 
pointed to meet. This was refufed—— -whereupon the go- 
vernor proceeded, as he obferves, in a courfe of queftions which fi* 
nally iflued in a vote, that the governor be defired to order the ma- 
jiufaftory-houfe tp be cle^ired of its prefent inhabitants that it 
might be fitted up for the reception of fuch part of the Irifh regi- 
ments as could not be accommodated at the caille barracks. On 
this affair the governor obferves, that the whole was a fcece of 
peiverfion to avoid ordering any thing towards quartering the 
troops, &c. We deny that any thing was done to avoid quartering 
the troops ; on the contrary every thing was.4iqne in the power of 
the council confident with their ideas of the ad of parliament; and 
iSonfiftent with the governor's idea of it on the 19th of September, 
y.hen the affair of quartering was firfl moved.** f|erc they quote 
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along and ftnking inftance of Mr. Bernard's daplicity, wlioat otte 
time, pleaded ignorance of the aft, and at another wanted to fet 
it afide. His declaring that he did not know of fuch an a ft 
(the a6t refp^fting the quartering and billeting nf foldiers,) the/ 
maintain muft have been wilfal ignorance, as it had been reprinted 
atBofton andinferted in the province law-book, which could not 
have been done without, his knowledge and direftion. 

The next obfervation they make, demonftrates that their go- 
vernor poiTefTes a mean fpirit of malice and low revenge. He ex* 
punges from the minutes, the affertion that fome gentlemen had 
^lade, that the manufadlory houfe was not a proper building for 
baxracks, at the requeft of the council, but he takes care to pub- 
liQi the private fentiments of thofe gentlemen to all the world, by 
tranfmitting them to Lord Htlfborough. But the council (lill 
deny that the manufadory houfe was proper to be ftatedly ufed 
for barracks, though in that exigency they confented it ihould be 
improved for that purpofe. 

As to that part of the governor's letter which mentions that all 
kinds of people had been thruft into this b(\ildin^, &c. the 
reprefentation is wholly without foundation, Mr. Tylfer overfcer 
ot the poor and a member of the council, told the governor in 
council when he mentioned it, that there was no truth in it, and 
that he had been greatly 'impofed on by his informers, and the 
council refer his lordfhip to the depoiition of Mr. Tyler and the 
other overfeers, which depofltion is given in the appendix 

to this publication, and refutes the governor's reprefentation Co 
fully, that the council may retort his own words upon him— 
(and fay it was .unwoFthy of him.) In a word, his account of 
lending people from the workhoufe to the m an ufaftory- houfe is a 
notorious falfehood, and s^s he was apprized lb early as the 17th of 
Odlober that he had been miiinformed, if he had valued his re- 
putation, he fhould have been fully convinced of the truth of fuck 
afaSiy before he had dared to tranfmit it to Lord Hiliborough. 
• The governor's letter of November 5, is wholly taken up with 
cenfuringtheconduftofthe council with regard to the propofedre- 
turn of the commiflioners ofthecuftoms to Boilon, and the reprefen* 
tation of the behavior of thofe officers,'given by the council in their 
addrcfs to General Gage praying him to withdraw the troops. To thi« 
fetter they give a very full reply, dating the wholeof their condu^ 
refpeding the faid commiflioners and giving acircumflantial acr 
|:oant of the diilurbances that happened on the 1 8th of March, and 
on the loth of June, which were called the riots in Boilon and fur« 
liifhed the pretences for fending a military force there. By this 
account, it phinly appears that the infolent, peremptory behavior 
of the cuilom houfe officers occafioned the tumults, and that they 
voluntarily and artfully left the town with a view to encreafe the 
prejudices that government had already entertained againfl the in? 
Iiabitants. One very particular circum fiance is mentioned by the 
council concerning the riot of the loth of June, wh^'ch is, that the 
porning after it happened, the governor, with the advice of the 
^om^9il^ aDDointe4 9 cpimi^lrt^e pf fuch me];p1;>ers of the bpard as 
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were qBalifie<I to^ asjufticesof the peace ia the county of S«f- 
fuik, to make enquiry into the particular fads as foon as may beg 
and report to the governor in council, that f<^they might take pro^ 
per meafures on ib interefting an occa^n* and the governor de- 
£red the committee to meet him oti Monday mornings in order 
with hlm» to proceed on the enquiry : but that morning , inftead 
of proceeding on the enquiry* he postponed it as appears 
by the cotHicil minutes, and never after refund it. The coeacil 
fhink it not uncharitable to fuppofe the reafoa of dropping thisea'* 
quiry was, that there might not arifo any contradi^oti between 
the depofitfons given in on this joint enquiry » and thofe whicb 
Bernard had taken feparately aad had anclofed.in a letter toLor4 
Hillborongh dated June 14.— —This coado^ they fay argued a 
difooiition in him to reprefent things in the worft light. 

Hk letter dated November 1 2| relates to his admopilhing the 
jttftices of the peace, in confequence of a letter from Lord Hilf« 
borough —which we may fUppofe cenfured the condudl of the 
jbfttcea on the affair of the riots and it is a great pity the editor 
of the letters and papers we are now reviewing* had not added to 
them* fuch parts Of Lord Hiliborough's letters to Mr.^ Bernard 
as they were permitted to take copies o f . th» governor fays* 

that on this occasion be thought of a letter from himie^f to the 
jaftices of Boflon* and accordingly drew up one* and communica^ 
*tedittothea>gnciI, propofing, if it had their approbation* to call 
the juftices together* and deliver it to them by word of mouth, 
imd then give them copies of it. '* But thpugh no exceptions 
were taken to particulars, the whole was obj^^ed to ftroogly for 
this reafon* that if they were to confentto this letter, they (hould 
Uppear to approveof the cenfures your lord&ip ha$ p^ed upon the 
town, whjci^ they would not admit it bad deferyed." He obfervea 
afterwards, that finding he could make nothing of them, coun* 
dl* but pailive afTociates* he deterA^ined that he would idmoniih 
the juftipes of bis own accord" before the eouncili but without 
their interfering, this was accordingly done— ^ — and this cxtrfior- 
jdinary letter concludes with accusing the council of afervilityio 
the people, never obfervable in former councils* intimating alfo 
that one of t'hc members had declared he did not enter die council 
chamber with that free mind he ufed to have, on. tikis aecoent. 
' The coupcil in reply to this letter* ren(^ark to-lord HiKboroogh, 
that they apprehended it highly proper that befbrcthc jufticetwefo 
Ibenfured, they (hould be inarmed of the charges again^ them an^ 
heard in their defence : and their refufal to a6t in this bufinefs be«* 
ifore fuch information and hearing was thecaufe of theirbeing thus 
grofsly mifreprefcntcd by the governor. As to the fervility to 
the people which he complains of^ the council deelare this cha^ 
racier does not belong to them, and that if it fliould, they will 
not add to the indignity of it by any aft of ibrvility to his excel. 
iency, they farther declare that one of their body did fay, that he 
^id not enter into the council chamber wkh )he fame pleafure ai 
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formerly, but he affigned a very different reafon for It than that 

flven by the govcrnoi the angry difputes which had fuh* 

fted for foflie time between the governor and the council. 
We arc now to review a letter dated November 14, which 
makes good the charge brought by the council agsinft Mr. Bernard, 
«ow Sir Francis, that he intended to introduce alterations in the 
civil government of the province of Maflachufets-Bay, He fcts 
out with twopropofals for reforming the bench ofjufticcs, firll, by 
adding new members to the prelent bench, either by engaging 
gentlemen already in the commiflion to qualify themfelves, or by 
granting new commiflicns to fit perfons who will undertake to aft» 
^coiidly, by removing fuch perfons in the commiflion as are knowa 
to be difaffeftedto the con flit utional authority of the Britifh parlia- 
ment. The firft of thefe fchemes he admits is pradicable in both 
its branches, but the fecond at prefent wholly impracticable, and 
will remain (b while the council make the humouring the peo« 
pic their chief object. In the purfuit of this fubjed the governor 
laments it as a defe6l in that government, that the King ihould 
not have a power to fuperfede commiffions granted in his nam* 
and under his feal, and one of the innovations he wants to effed 
is, that the King Ihould be enabled, ^)y order in his privy coun- 
cil, to fuperfede fuch commiffions when they fhall appear to be 
granted to improper perfons, or made nfe of for improper purposes. 
To attain this, he advifes an zGt of parliament, and all the. reafoa 
that we meet with in fupport of this propofed uncoallitutional 
meafufe is, that truly fomejultices of peace did not think becaufe 
they bors the King's com miffion, that therefore they were obliged, 
to degrade themfelves by a vile fervility to the defpotic commands 
of his excellency Governor Bernard, or bafely to defert the caufc 
of liberty and the rights of the people topleafe him. Heconcludef 
with informing Lord Hilfborough, that the colonies are endeavour^ 
ing to get the judgfes cbmmilfions, during good behavior, and 
Ihould they prevail, he advifes that the King and council ihould 
beimpowered to judge and deteimine upon fuch miCbehavior aa ' 
wofuld vacate the commiflion. fn (hort, this true Butean governor* 
like his mailers at home, feems to watch every motion of the peo- 
ple, with the mifchievous view of crofling their inclination* ia 

every point-^ But it muft not be forgot at the fame time, that 

the root of this evil difpofition is a feliilh ambitious defign to ef- 
tabliih uncontrouled arbitrary power. The King's prerogative 
and authority is the ladder by which they hope to afcend to the 
fummitof earthly ambition, but all who aim at it, are not fo opca 
in the avowal of their plan as Sir Francis Bernard who though ke 
writes on many occaiions that he is at the end of his tether, {ecm<i 
to knownocndof this rope— 'Would to heaven it were enough 

to h g him 1 ' 

The council in their remarks upon this letter, pafs over the a- 
bufive refleflions, and adhere to the point about fupeifedingc ona- 
xnifiions^ If fay they, it is a defeft in the government that the 
King has no power over commiffions granted in his name and un- 
der his feal, there is a fimilar defcdt in England, with regard to 

fimilar 
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limilar dommiflions. But your lordfliip is fcitfible,^ this is fo far 
from being a defedt withrefpedto fome commiffions, partrcularly 
t|iofc of the judges, that the King having no power over theaa, 
ik eHeemed the ftrongcft fecurity to the liberties and property of 
the fubjeft. The removal of the pretended defeat here, would 
pQt all the judges, juflices and other civil officers under, the power 
of a governor, whofe power already if a good governer, is appre- 
hended to be fufficiently extenfive; and if an arbitrary and op- 
preflive one, much too extenfive." They further add, that admit- 
ting the council ihould be in the intereft of the people and fcreen 
a magiilrate or refufe to pafs a cenfure upon him at the requeft of 
the governor, it is much better that Ihould happen, than toentruit 
a governor at a thoufand leagues diftant from the throne, with 
the power aimed at by Mr. Bernard. 

The governor's letter of the 30th November, is on the fubjed 
«f a converfation between him and Mr. Bpwdoin, on a part of the 
council's petition to his Majcfty. To this the council leave Mr. 
Bowdoin to reply, who in a letter to' Lord Hiliborough convids 
Mr. Bernard of the moft puerile mifreprefentation imaginable, if 
any thing can be called puerile that has a malicious tendency. 

The letter of December 5, the laft of thefe dark fcrolls, gives 
an account of the proceedings of the conncil, in preparing peti- 
tions to both houfesof parliament againft the American afts of re- 
venue—^ From this bufinefs i^ fecms he would have difluadtd 

them, but they perfifted. Lord Hiliborough is likewife informed 
by this accurate, letter writer, that the petition is very lengthy^ 
and was a meafure rather fubmitted to, than joined in, by the 
majority of the Council &c. 

On this letter the council makes the following fenfible remarks, 
that it is claculated to fruftrate the petitions and to give Lord Hillf- 
borough a wrong idea of many of the circumftances attending the 
agreeing on them. And that they thought till the receipt ofthis 
Ifetter of his, that the whole of their conduft in this matter, at 
leaH, was in no in fiance excepted to by him ; but they have found 
themfelves miftaken. They then relate the orijgin of thefe peti- 
tions, which arofe from another mifprifion of Mr. Bernard's who 
who had conftrued the word dra^w in their petition to his Majeily, 
in a very different fenfe from what he knew the council intended 
by it. The governor had reprefented that they meant only to 
jray his Majefty not to fuffer the revenue money to he dra^MUy or 
fent from America, they were therefore under a negeflity to frame 
thefe petitions to obviate this wilful mif<*on fir udion, and todemon- 
flrate that they prayed for a repeal of all thofe a£ts which were, 
made to draw a revenue, that is to fay to raife au-evenu^ from A- 
merica. And as the whole of this grotfndiefs mifreprefentation 
arofe from a converfation between Mr.. Bernard and Mr. Bowdoin, 
the latter wrote to Lord Hiliborough on the fubjed, as has been 
already obferved. 

The council conclude^heir obfervations on thefe fix letters in 
thefe words. •' And now my lord, having given your iordfhip 
a general account (»f our proceedings, in which We have adled (ia 

^. a I manner 
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k ihanner liisMtaJ€% expels ive ^ouldad) agreeable to ooroatha 
and COflfciences; 'ai(d with an unremitting regard At hi^ fervice, 
honour aod government, we humbly beg leave toexprefs out 
deep forrow and' diftrefs tm account of his«Majefly's difpleafure* 
v^hkh the* town and provinee ^t prefent experience* The difTolu-^ 
tion of the genera) court > n ■ > ■ the fhips of war ftationed^erc-^-^ 
troops in poffeflion of the town-— —the precautiwis ukej^ t<j 
prevent any intelligence coming' hither of the embarking of the. 
troops from Malli&x; and the eiriumftances aUending their land^ 
ing here, as if in an enemy's .counjtry-i~«all indicate the frowns 
and difpleafure of his Ma/efty. Upon the whole, my Jprdi we are 
conftrained to fay that Governor Bernard's great. aim, ai appear 
by his letters, is, thedellmdtion of our conflitution, derived cp u^ 
by charter and as Englinimen, and that he hath i^uck at nothing 
to effe^l this purpof<^. A cbnftitufcion dearlypurchafed by our ai^; 
€eftors,and dear to us, and which we perfiiadeourfplves will be con^ 
tinned to us notwithftandine thereprefentations in. his letters ; thje 
* truth of whkh depends folely upon his own avermeiit. ■ ■ ■—Their 
letter cIoTes with a prayerthat Govcrnqr Bernard oi^y be removed, 
aspeople of all ranks inthe province have loft all confidence io him, to 
that the King's lerviee cannot be properly purfaeid ut^^er his ad 
jpinillration. 

General Gage*5 letter to Lord Hillborough on the fubjedl of 
quartering the troops is inferted in thbcoUcdlion imme4ia|^isly after 
the fix letters of Governor fieroard'js ; on this letter the council 
lobferve, tliat the General did not (hew that candour which waa 
exped^ed from his general cham£ler, for he ftepsi.oiit of his line, 
to give charaAers, and to reprelent the province a| in a ftate qt 
democracy, fo that it was out of the power of the governor tjo 
remedy the diforders which happen in it. The appendix contains 
an abnrad of all the proceedings ot the governor, and council 
from the 30th of June 1768, to the 15th of April j;^69, relative 
to the feveral fubjefts of Bernard's letters, and arc infaQ, the trial 
and cbudemnation ©f the writer of them. To thefe are added Mr. 
Bollaii's petition to the houfe of commons which was prefe^ted 
by Alderman Beckford on the 25th January 1769, with an account 
of its rej^dion, in' a^letterfrom t}\e faid Mr. BoUan to the council 
dated at London, January 30th, 1769. This petition is truly in- 
tefelHng and explains the conilitutton of the colonies-; but it is too 
prolix to find a place in our work, we can therefore oply recom- 
mend the perufal of it, to all the friends of political freedonu 

■ ' ■ .. I I I [ I III ■ 11 I . ipi p. .I.. IIMII ■ II. ■ 1 1 1 ■ ■ ■■ I ■ I J ' f ' ■ 

Dr. Mu/grave* s Reply to a Letter puhlijhed in the Ne<ws Papers hy the 
Chevalier 'J)^ Eon, Printed /or the Benefit of the Charity School at 
Plymouth y and fold hy J. Wilkie 8vo. is« • \ 

THIS valuable pamphlet is occaiioned by the letter which the 
Chev^ajier D'Eon publifhed with- a view to invalidate the 
fafts laid before the freeholders of the county of Devon by Dr. 
Mufgrave iti his addref^ to them. For the addrefs and letter, 
our readers will be pleafed to refer to the Regifter for iafl month 
pages 206. and 210. 

Great were the expectations of the public on reading the advjer^ 

tlfement of the intended publication of this reply, and not afew 

Were greatly diftzppbinted in no« Ending the charge fuppoiteda- 

VoL. V. R r , gainft 
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ainft tlie parties jwcufed of haviag betrayed their country by fcl* 
ing the late peace to the French. A want of proper attention to 
the only point prOpofed by the DoBofy occafioned this di&ppoint^ 
jnent, and in brder to fatisfy all thole who looked for more in the; 
reply than they had^ right to exp^d, we think itneceflary to quote 
6pe pafTage from the addrefs. ^* It muft not be underftood» that 
I can myfHf fupport a charge of cormpcion againft the noble lords 
named in my^ information. My complaint Is of a different nature, 
and againft a different perfon. I confider the refufal of Lord Hal- 
Itfax as a wilful ob(lru6iion of national juftice, for which I wiih to fee 
him undergo a fuitablepuniftiment.'' This is all the grievance the 
Doflor has to lay before the freeholders, audit is all the in forma* 

^ tion he pretends to give to the public in general. 
^ The evidence of the treafonable A&, itfelf, and the difcovery 
*of the three perfons cono^rned in it, he tells you reds on the pro^ 
curing certain papers, which were in the poQeffioa of the Chevalier 
D'Jlon at the time Dr, Mufgravejudicioufly laid bis important infor- 
mations' before Lord Hallifax. And we cannot help noticing a 
very ilri king. contrail in the political eondu^ of this nobleman 
when in office. He could grant, an Ulegal warrant by which 
the papers of a Britifh iiibje^t, nay of a BritiJk member of par^ 
liament were feized, and commit the greateft error in judgi^ent, iff 
not a wiIfuiK)i$e in equity, that i&o tifne^mighc be loft in getting pof- 
feffion of thefe papers. Yet he could proceed by (low delays, an^ 
at length totally give up all enquiry into an affair of the utmoit 

importance to the nation, without taking anyone ftep to fee uip 

,» the papers c£ a foreigner wbofe charadler was dtibious,r and whoijb- 
cofidud had been already treacherous in tranfadiions relative, ta 

^the public &ffkir« of his owte oountry, and froni whom therefor^, 

; there was the greateftreafon to expeft fuch a material difcovery 
either through fear on the ieieure of his perfon and papers fuq- 
denly, or through intereft, if he could find the n^eani^ ot living ia 

' eafe and affluence in this country^, for a voluntary facrifice of the 
fecfets of his o^n. No better argument could poffibly be given to 
urge Lord 'Halifax to a vigorousand expedittpii^r.enquiryinto this 
matter, than the known difpofttion of the Chnv^ier to fecure him- 
felf the proteAion of the Sritifh ^iniftry, and a genteel penfipn 

' for life. » . , ' . f. . 

' Do€lor Mufgrave's reply lays open all the felilh, operations of 
the Chevalier, till he had gained this point« and it fully appears 
jthat it was immaterial to him, whether he acoompUihed it, by be- 

" traying the negtjciators of the peace on both fides of the water, if 
a patriotic minxfter had been foun^ in England to coun&etiance 

* his difcoyeries ■■, ■ or by felling his papers to the parties con- 
cerned, whofe intereft it was to bury the whole affiair in eternal ob- 
livion. Upon the ftrongeft pre&mptive evidence we have authority 
to declare, that the Chevalier finding the perfons to whiam he firft 

- applied had not the love of their country fo much at heart as .to 

' make him proper fatisfaSion £9r betraying l^'rench, Scotch and 

^ Engliffi intrigues ; few himfelf reduced to the necefiity of coai?> 

promifing matters with the principal agents pf the late peace ; and 

■ to deliver up his papers to the guilty Thane, The Do€lor obi^rves 

thst he fhould not have thought D'Eon's denial of the overtures 

he referred to worth notice, if he had not at the iaroe timeiafiu^ 

, ^ ^ igitize y g 
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ated that lie had bnce before given a direfl contradfdtion to Xhh 
xcparu In order to prove that the Chevalier liever did deny the 
repor t Br, Mtt%rave quotes an advertirement which he or^ 

dered to be inferted in the St. James's Chronicle in the month of 
September 1766 ; whichadvdrtifemeot isashe fays, adireftchal- . 
knge to all parties concerned to contradict it ; for he therein pro- 
pofes to publiihy. dedicated, to the parliament, the whole of the in-, 
formation he had received relative to the fale of the .late peace to 
the French, and his proceedings thereon : he likewife particularly 
fpecifies an .account of the overtures made by the Chevalier 
P'£on to impeach three perfons by name, >of the faid infamous 
tranfaClion. The only notice that was taken of this advertifement, 
diough repeated three times, wa by the Chevalier I>'£on, whofe 
letter to the printer of the fame paper amounts to no more than a 
difavowal or rather a notice, that he has no hand directly or indi* 
je^ly in thepropofed publication. 

But in the month of December 1767, a letter appears in the St. 
James's Chronicle figned indeed Candidus^ but the public will rea- 
dily guefs the real author was the Chevalier. This letter the Doc- 
tor cites to account for the Chevalier's fentiments in the prefent year 
1769. Itisaveryremarkableone, andtb^plaii\tcnor ofit is— . 
who will buy my papers ? What other conftrudiion can be put on 
the following paflages, 

". In return, it is faid, the papers remaimng with him relative 
to. the peace are ready to be delivered up entire, un/ulli&i by the 
leaft view or infpedion of any one but himfelf. A matter of that 
importan^ce fhould not, perhaps, be delayed a moment, as. accidents 
may happen, which might make foch a delay of great pr^udice to 
both nations." 

V What pity, inftead of doing fuch jufticc long ago. and receiv- 
ing then thofe papers, as was offered in the mod reafonable and equi^ 
table cerms'^-^^Horrible machinations were formed to fcize them by 

violence, &c. &c.'* The great Scot is a tl^orough Machiavcl, 

he £rii attempts t0| deftroy all who annoy him, but that failing 
be then attempts to make his work as fure by bribery. W^ 
would not give the whoh of this letter, for as the pamphlet is 
printed for a charitable ufe, it would not be right to p lunder it 
of its effence- " we rather ,wiih to promoie the perufal of fuch 

an interefting preformance. In all human probability foon after 
the appearance of this advertifement, the Chevalier received his 
quietus, and. the Thane once more faved his Judas head by get- 
P^Z polleffion. of thefe papers. Heiiad* found it impra^icable 
to get the Chevalier forcibly carried over to France where the 
wheel would have filcnced him ; and this letter in a news paper 
fhewed him refolute and defperate, therefore the Scot thought it 
high time to make the beft bargain he could, and to ilipulate as a 
condition for a peniion, that the Chevalier fhould publicly difa- 
vow his ever having had fuch papers in pofleflion, in cafe any fu- , 
t>ire ftir fhoijld be paade about them. The Dodlor very ihrewdly 
remarks, that foon after the publication of ^his letter, D'Eon who 
had fkulked up and down in different,parts of the kingdom con- 
cealing his name and place of abode, left he (hould be kidnapped 
19 France, appeared again in public, paiTed by his own name and 
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made fome ekcntfiont iato the cosntrf, ]iirdonlirlf into C<M>'« 
wall where the Dodor faw hha. Nothing out be plainci; than 
that the miniftry in France^ and car peace biokfcte Jiere,- had figiie4 
a definitiire treaty with the Chevaliier greatlyto his advantage. After 
ally if thefe important papers are thus irrecoverably loB^, iayt the 
DoAor, what fatisfadion can the nation have for its moft material 
injuries. He propofes a plan for which the profeat miniilry have 
famiflied iiim a precedent. We ihallr give his fchenie in his own 
words. 

** It is well known, in howfprecipitate a nianner» the prejimina^ 
lies of the peape were approved by the late houie of comntons, 
that the articles were not JofFered to he debated one by- one, noc- 
Withftanding the great variety of matter that each of them a^rded 
for diicaffion, and the evident impoffibility, .that country. gentle- 
men, or indeed any gentlemen could be previoufly acquainted 
with the feveral ties, dependencies and relations of fomany diftant 
Sates and colonies. Inilead of this candid and ibber method, 
ftrongly contended for by the minority, the houfe cut fhort all de- 
Hberation and voted an immediate approbacion of the terms. 
Whatreafon then can be alled^ed, why fo precipitate a vote, car- 
ried by a majority^ that ihut their ears againik argument, ihould noc 
immediately be refcinded* After which, the merits qf the peace 
may be aeain brought upon the carpet, as new matter, not ye^ 
jsrejudgedoy parliament. For therefcinding it, there is this far- 
ther plea« that fince that time reafonaUe ground bas appeared to 
imagine, that however the vote was procured, the vitais of go* 
vernment, the very foorces of our political lifis were at that time 
poiibned. It appears probable too, that formal pixrof of this was once 
offered and reje^ed, acd that afterwards, the evidences and docn-* 
ihents appjsaled to in confirmation of it, having been in vain at-r 
tempted by force, were furrendered by agreement. 

Is it poflible for treafon to fmell ranker than this \ And flial) 
we fuffer fufpe^d perfons to be proteded in thefe circumfbncea 
by an adl of their own contrivance and fuggeftioQ ? Shall the 
vote of approbation continue to operate in their favour, and 
fhall the manifold grounds of fufpicion that have iirifen £ince» 
have no operation againft them V\ 

In anfwer to the worthy Dodor, wq maftobferve, that it may 
pof&bly be impradic^ble for one parliament to.refcind the vote of 
another ; if his idea of refcinding arofe from the peremptory or- 
der fent by the miniilry to the general aflembly at Bofton to re» 
fcind one of their vqte$, he fhould remember that it was the 
famdaiTembly which paflbd the vote, that was required to refcind it. 
But we qaeition, if the prefcnt parliament ha^ a power to refcind 
a vote of the leaft, on the contrary, we are pretty certain they 
cannot: but we join ifTue witb him. in lamenting the lofs of 
P'Eon's papers, and in declaring, that Lord Haliifax, .appears to 
jj^ve been guilty of aii unpardonable neglefk of duty. 

A Correffondent ha ^ fa^voured us 'with thefoUozving Letter relati've fg 
d Pamphlet printed this Tear at Edinburgh ^ and /old at London 
, hy y, Knox in the Strand* 
SIR, To the Editor of the Political Regifter. 

IN your impartial review of new book*, yon have . omitted- 
a y^Ty curious pamphlet printed at Edinburgh, which at fir4 
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Itgbt h^s HOC ittdeed the feaft appearance of a political wptk; an! 
1 inppole §6r that reafon, you pafled it over in iilence; you will 
permk therefore [for once to perform the office of reviewer 
for you^y and giveyOu an account of a publication intitled^ ** Aa 
*^ enquiry whether the Study of the anqient languages ba 
^-^ a neceflary brandlF of modern education, wherein by the way, 
^^ fome obfervatiQi^ are m^e on a late performance, inritledi^ 
** Edays on the origin of Colleges, of tl^e cullom of Ledu- 
♦* ring in Latin, &c. printed at Glafgow'% 

The author of the enquiry whether the ftudy of the ancient 
latiguages be a necefTaiy branch of modern education, taket 
liotice, that what fuggeiled to him the deiign of this performance 
ivaS) the intjroducin? into the efiay on the origin of Collegett 
iomc obfervations with regard to ancient literature no way con- 
l^e^cd with the fubjedl of them. There was little danger indeed, 
ikys he, to be apprehended from thefe edays confidered in them-* 
felves; but when taken inconjundlion with the opinions and cir- 
camftances of the prefenc age, their effeds, might have been far 
from inconfiderable. A weak ftroke which hies a tender or dif- 
eaied part, may do more harm, than one qf incomparably greater 
force, which falls on a found, or lefs delicate member. 

. in the firfi chapter of this ingenious performance, sin obferva- 
tion is thrown out that wears the air of novehy, but is certainly, 
founded in truth. It is this, that philofophy is not exempted 
from the authority of fafhion; and Ihe exerts her power not only 
over the opinions which mankind embrace with regard to any on^ 
branch of fcience, but is ililP more confpfcuous in decerminine 
the relative importance of the different branches of learning,' and 
in taming the attention of philofophers to this or that fcience^ 
according as ihe deigns to countenance the one or the other. 
Hence he accounts for the feveral changes that have happened ii| 
the flate of literature in different countries at feveral periods. And 
for repeated variations of tafte in all ages. He then glances at the 
change of opinion^ which has prevailed of late years in Scotland 
with regard to, the merit of the Greek and Latin authors, an4 
fays that from infinuations thrown out, that we are at too mucli 
pains to^'acquire a knowledge of the ancient languages, bad con^ 
iequences have enfued to the prejudice of ancient learning, and 
alterations have been produced in their univerfities which were 
made with reluctance. This introducej^ the author of the eiTays 
on the origin of colleges, whom he accufes of an intention not^ 
only to deftroy ^he ancient languages fimply, bqt with difgrace! 
.and infamy. Our author then proceeds to fa^s, ant) demonflrates 
from a review of ancient and modern hiftory, that the iludy of 
the Greek and. Latin authors has in all ages been attended witl^ 
goodtafte, and. that on the contrary, with the decay of ancient 
learning, ^uft tafte and fine writing have likewife decayed. Wit^ 
rtfped to the feveral countries of Europe he gives the iqfioft in^ 
ilrufiive and entertaining accoi^nt of the progrefs and decline oJF 
ancient learning, and among other curious circumilances^ we have 
the following anecdote. «* That the , monks to whom all lear- 
ning in Europe was confined feveral centuries ago, with a view, 
to eftabliih their own dignity and importance, not only taught 
vi'va voce^ but wer^ arduous in copying oyer the books whicf^ 



ftad beea ctopefed hy the (cbooh divihctf. BAt at m$A\!^0^ 
tares of every kind were then UAknown, or negle^d* the 
aKNuks were frequently at a lofs for parchments to copy Ofi^ which 
like other materials for the parpoie of writing, appears po hav« 
teen remarkably fcarce in thofe days. To fupply this; defef!, 
they erafed the charaaarsfrom thofe Latin oi Greek books wbick 
were in their hands, and appeared to them ufelefs or infigniicaiit. 
hi the room of the ancient chara&ers they fubftitated their legen- 
dary tales, fuperftitious prayers^ or fcholaftic difcourfcs. Several o^ 
theie books are fHU to be feen in (he popifh countries of Europe ; 
jmd what IS hardly to be credited, the admirable fragmenu of 
Greece and Rome have fometimes been applied a» coverings to 
tkt noft fuperllitioHs, ridiculons, and abiurd performances, that 
were ever produced by the brain of a monk.*' 
. Having given a dedudiion of fads by which it appears, that 
the talle of the modern nations of Europe has revived or decayed 
stong with the ftudy of the Greek and Roman virtues^ w^ enter 
«po» more important obfenrations : froni coniidering the particu^ 
lar circumftances of thofe countries where learning flouriihed ia 
smcieat times^ we are led to animadvert on our author's grand 
inquiry in a political light, for by reviewing the fiouriihiag ihtte 
ttf literature in the independent ftaies of ancieat Greece, we £nd 
this infalUble maxim: That iiiertj is of the utmoi^ confequence 
to the p^rogrefs of all branches of learning — 'and from the decay 
'Of ancient learning by the corruptioyi of tafte ip inodern ilate^, we 
diicover that a decay of Hberty 4i>d a depravity of manners, haa . 
been fpeedtly introdvced, wherever fuch decay has happened. 
Another reflexion alio arifes from the hiftory of former times-^ 
^t andent learning is the bed defence againft the inevitable 
mSe^s of commerce and riches. Commerce cannot fubfiil with- 
Mt improvement in arts and manufadures, which fuppofes dex- 
^\ty, ikill and expedition in thqfe who are employed in thetn, 
, and thtfe can never be attained unlefs each individual be tied 
iomn to one branch of art. This branch he l^ecome^ perfediy 
jbafter of, but ev^ry thing beyond it, is to him a n^yiteryv And 
thus, commerce, while it .enlarges our poiTeffions, debaies our 
minds, cramps our genius, and confines our underftandingfi. 
Thefe effipds are not confined to ^e low^r ranks of m^, they 
eirtend to every member of a commercial |late. Now, can any 
thing be conceived more proper fpr.oppofmg them, th;^n bringing 
Its acquainted with the anciejit ftate of the world, pfefenting ua 
With a pidure of nations among whom our manners were as much 
ionknown, ^ the avarice which infpires them ; nations that ipade 
^igranes cry out, V Heavens! with what enemies have we to do! 
infenfible to iotereft, they fight only for glory 'M 

** Bat there is a worf^ djfeafe flill introduced by commerce, 
which too may, in ^. great meafure, be reipedied by ^ f^mitiarity 
with ancient ii^Acirnents. By e^ca mining the hiltory of a)I nations 
upon the face of the earth, we fhall find, that an high advance- 
ment in commerce, has ever been attended with a lots of martial 
fpirit. It has always been found neceflary, therefore, in fuch 
Itatiops, to eila))lifh fnejicenary ftanding anxiiea, in order p de^ 
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iend tlie inhabtunts agalirft Uie attempts of their more warlike 

neigh bours. Upoa thefe armies t)ie fafety of cocimercial countries 

entirel/ depends r fiut what is the reafon that the inhabitants of 

iuch countries are fo little able' on any fudden emergency to take 

Upon them the military charader, and to make a fland for theic 

cy/n defence ? The lower people are not worTe fed or cloathed^ 

they are not more leeble or £ckly than they were in former dges« 

But both the lower ranks, and thoie who ibould command them« 

want that heart and fpirit, which is the life and foul of all mili* 

tary operations. How fhall we infpire them with courage? B/ 

making foldiers of the greateil part ? Then we lofe our commerce* 

and give up one advantage for another. But if there be any sae-- 

thod which may give us both advantages, I think it is by keeping 

frelh in their minds the great examples of prowefs and braverv* 

wKich the hiftory of ancient nations affords us. Thefe are to be 

preferred to any which modern times cent boaft of^ becaufe they 

Are frequently recounted by thofe who performed them, and with 

that circumftantial minutenefs which alone can aiFed the paflions 

and the heart." 

An acquaintance with antiquity will likewlfe pove a fpecl&c 
antidote againft the grofs luxury, and giddy diflipation, which h 
every day gaining ground in this country. The patriotifm of 
their flatefmen does not more difgrace our venality and corruptioiv 
than the purity of their philofophical maxims, the honeft iimplicicf 
and amiable candour of their whole lives and demeanour, diigraces 

The&, Sir«are great motives urged inhehalf of a (leady attach- 
ment to, and zeal for ancient learning, but what mere immedi- 
ately induced me to defire a place in your regifler for my remarks 
on this laudable performance, was the following glorious obfer- 
vation, which does the higheil honour to its author ; and is ottc 
inftance amongft many, to fhew how idle and illiberal it is ia 
Englilhmen to imagine, that their brethren the natives of North 
Briuin are lefs fenfible to the feelings of humanity and to the 
common rights of mankind than themielves. Hear a North £ri« 
ton's noble fentiments on the public caufe of freedom-— 

•* There is ftiU another obfervation which defer ves attentloti. 
It is generally believed that the Britifh government has a tendeiKjr 
towards abfolute monarchy. This opinion is judified by many 
0rong arguments; and from the licentioufnefs of fome paft years, 
as mankind run from one extreme to another^ it is rendered more 
probable than ever, if then, this opinion be true, ought we not 
to employ every method which may prolong the precious term of 
our freedom ? Can we be too eager to prelerve the glorious pof- 
'feflxon? a pofTeflion which julUy renders us the envy of our neigh- 
bours; becaufe it feci^es to us alone, the native privileges of hu- 
manity, and exalts us therefore into a fcale of being, to which 
few nations have ever attained. In vain will you attempt to pre- 
ferveit by laws, "which may be tranfgreYTed, or by armies, which 
may he conquered or corrupted. It is a pofTeflion which muft 
exift ia the hearts of the people; there it is te be infafed by early 
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Alture and great examples. But to what culture muft we haver 
jecourfe? What examples Ihall we apply? Muft we lead a young 
man to France, there to learn the maxims of refined defjpotifm^ 
Madwe (hew him the ancient map of his own country, when Bri- ' 
tain, like all the reft of Europe, groaned under the burthen of St 
thoufand petty tyrants ? Muft we mftrudt him in the work* of our 
modern philofophers, iv&o looulJ teach mankind to he happy tvithoui 
Uhertyf No; hut njce muft point out to him «BRtJTxrs: he <will fion 
di/cern him, njoith his reeking poignard^ hailing his nohle compatriots. 
Let him hear a Cicero, or a Demofthenes, uii nig a language dif^ 
ferent from his own, unacquainted with his manners aftd cuftoms, 
jFcr agreeing with him in this great particular, of defending the 
natural rights of mankind — how will his heart beat— his blood 
warm — and every latent fpark of public fpirit be inflamed in his 
iofomr ^ , ' 

After this quotation I think nothing need be added to recom- 
mend the perufal of the pamphlet, there is however a concluding 
chapter, which will be deemed szrj curious, by the learned, as 
it points out the impradicability of tranflating the Greek and 
Latin authors, fo as to preferve all the fpirit and fublimity of the 
originals. 

Upon the whole Sir, It evidently appears, that a lure was thrown 
cut, probably under the patronage of the fame evil genius who 
lias been the' promoter of defpotifm in England ; to en- 
<ave his countrymen, by confining them to. the ftudy of modern 
languages, modern. philpfophy, and modern politic?; u.nder tEe 
Jjleafing notion of eafing them of a great deal of painful attention 
to ancient literature. Had it fucceeded, the propofed alterations 
in modern education, might have been tranfported very eafily fromi 
1^^ univerfities iti Scotland to thofe of England, 

For if an order to burn all the Greek and Latin authors tp fee 
round in Oxford and Cambridge were to be iffued by the prime 
"minifter for the time being-r-My lords the bifliops, and the infe- 
rior clergy expedlant of ecclefiaftical dignities, would carry it into 
immediate execution with as much alacrity as they did the Jew 
bill ; if the order were even counterfigned by the devil. But it* 
is a fingular happinefs, that Great Eritain has her advocates fpr 
Liberty in every part of her wide extended dominions. The fpirit 
of patriotifm is awakened in America, in Ireland and in Scotland, 
as well as in England— this pamphlet is one glorious inftance of 
its vigilance, and while we have fuch writers — the author of- the 
cffays Oh the origin of colleges, and his detefted patron ; may afe 
a thoufand other ftratagems to miflead and enflave the riCng ge-" 
neration : under providence they will all prove equally abortive, 
with this invidious attempt to pluck up ancient learning by' the 
roots, and with it to deftroy the greateft examples of true patrio- 
tyfm, and genuine virtue. 
Ne^cajiley O^, 18, 1769 An Enghshman* 
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For the POLITICAL ^EQIS/TEk. ! 

Mifcellancous Thoughts ,9n,.cbf bj^ce'ftn4 PHfy o/ 
Kings and Miniftcrs ; and jon the .Allegiance, Loy- 
alty, and ObedicncJfc df . the Subjeds of a Free 
State, taken from an original Manufcrlpt, written 
in the Reign pf Charles the Fir/i^ King of Ei4- 
gland, &c., ; • - 

Mxercere ifftur debet t.ex potifl^Um juris^ ficut p/i vtcarizis .et 
minjjier in iirra-t quia (lla faufi^s /alius t>£i eji^ poUji^s 
autetn ir^uria, ^q^^lijsfi i^on Dfii^ et cujus hox^um fipera fec^ei^it 
r,ex ejus mnifter erit, Igitf^r dum facit jt^iilam vicarious 
jg/2 regi^ i^terni : minifter ofitant diaboU dumaedinet ad injwriam 
'-^Singulif Major'^Univerfis Minor. 

Bra<Slon d^ leg. Angl. lib. '3. 
< . ^ • 

GOVERNMENT, in general as ordained and in- 
ftituted by God, is circumfcribed arid limited by its 
divine founder, to be exercifed according to the la)vs 
of^nature, Jn fubferviency to his glory, and^ the benefit. of 
mankind. Al] rulers are confined by the^j^Unl^hty, and Su- 
preme Sovereign, toexert their governing power, foi: the pro- 
xnotin^ his fervice and Jipnour, and to exer^fe their au- 
V Vol. V, S f ' "^ thority) 
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l(hority for the fafety, welfare, and profpcrity of thofe^ ovtf 
inrtiom they are cftabliflied. Now it is oblervable that the 
Peity, in the government, which he ordained over the 
children of IJrad^ did not conBne the rulers to be chofen by 
them, within any other limits, with refpeft to their civil 
concerns, except to govern for the good of thofe, over whom 
they Were to rule, leaving it entirely to the people, at their 
firft ere£lioh and fubmiffion to government, to defcribe and 
4cfine the m^eaiures and boundaries of the public good, to be 
^laintainitd and fupported. by their magifn-ates. And when 
thefe departed from the duties of their office, "either with re- 
fpefl to the fupreme Being, whofe glory and worfhip they 
were to prpmote^'^or dppreffed the people they were appointed 
to'proteft, the people Were not'only at lioerty- to refnme 
the power they had invefted in an unworthy objeft-, but the 
Almighty, by the mouth of his prophets, and fometimes by 
Miraculous interpofitions of his power, encouraged and fup^ 
ported the pebple in theii* clp.ims of religious and civil liberty, 
,and placed other governors to rule over them. 

In confequence of this freedom left in the hands of men, 

by their cre^or, to prcfcribe the terms on which they would 

fubmit to be governed in -civil focietics, all legal govern- 

. ments have been founded, on certain compads, ftipulations, 

and agreements ': from thefe the title and right to cxercife 

- authority is derived (except in cafes of conqueft,) and ev^ry 

: man'$ allegiance is firft owing to the conftitution, or original 

. compa<a^ entered into by his anceftors, for the good of the 

community, of which he is a member \ and to the ruler only. 

In virtue of thetenns of the original" paft and fettlemcnt : 

ab{lra£ted from this original conftitution, no ruler can have a 

light of commanding the obedience of his fellow creatures, 

nor do they owe him in any duty of fubjeflioa; fo that the 

immediate and natural cfiedi of a j)rince*s claiming what the 

rules of the conftitution are fo far from entitling him to^ 

that they preclude him froih it, is, the depriving himfelf of 

• all right to claim any thing, and the reftoring of the p^ple 

to their ftate ai\d condition of primitive freedom* 

And feeing it proceeds from the efficacy of the *foremen- 
tioncd contrail, that one perfon beoomes advanced from the 
' common level to the title and authqrity of a fovereign, and 
that all others arc by their own confent, put into the cpndi- 
. tion of fubjeils, there doth arife from thence not only a mu- 
tual relation between him that governs, and them that are 
governed; but the fiv^ zwi hi^h^ treafon is, that which is 
committed againft the conftitufion, and crimes committed 
againft the perfon and dignity of the fupreme magiftrates, 

• arc 
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we onlf made and declared to hefi^ by reafpn of the capadtf^ 
he is put into by the conftitution, of prefbrvin^suid defcndin|; 
the community, and becaufe it is needful, in order to the 
peace, welfare, and fafety of that community, that hefhould 
be covered from all danger, and rendered facred in his perfpn^ 
and inviolable in his regal honour ; while he anfwereth the 
trufl which the people, upon their aflembling and vniting ii^ 
a body politic, committed unto him, and does neither depart 
from the eilential and fundamental terms of the original 
compadi, nor from the neceflary provifions afterwards made ' 
and enabled, for preferving the government in its primitive 
flate and frame* So that they neither are, nor can be traitors^ ' 
who viiidcavour to preferveand rnaintain the conftitution; buf 
they are the traitors who defign and purfue the fubverfion of 
it : they are the rebels who gp about to deftroy the funda** 
mental rights and privileges of the body politic, whereas fuch 
as ftrenuoufly aiicit them, and vigoroully defend them, are 
the truly loyal ful^e£ls, and do zSt conformablv to the ties 
and obligarcns oi fealty • Nor is it merely the firft an<| 
higheft treaibn in itfelf, tor any member of a political fociety, 
whether he be prime mmi/ier. or a Common fubjeft, to en- 
deavour to annul the refervedf privileges, liberties, and rights 
of the community, but it is alfo th^ greatei^ treafon he can 

ferpetrate againft theperfon, crown, and dignity of the king. 
or fuch an endeavour vacates his title to fuperiority, over 
thofe above whom he was exalted for the good of ail, an^ 
deprives him of all redbral authority over the body politic^ 
by deftroying the very foundation on which it was ereded. 
By cancelling any part of the charter, from which he deriveth 
and holdeth his governing power, fuch an attempt not only 
makes the title to fovereignty precarious, but renders every 
claim df that kind, and every pretenfion of governing the 
community, an abfolute ufurpatiqn. 

In all difputes between Power and Liberty, Power muft 
always be proved, but Liberty, proves itfelf, the one being 
founded on pofitive law, the other on the law of nature* 
And as to alffolute monarchy, it is inconfiftent with civil 
fociety, and therefore can be no form of civil government, 
which is iniftituted to remedy the inconveniences of a ftate of 
mature. 

The king and kingdom ought to be one creature, not to 
be feparaced in their political capacities, and when either un- 
derukes to z& a part by itfelf, ir is like the crawling of 
worms after they are cut in pieces, which c'annbo be a 
durable motion, the whole creature not being united in an ^ 
ip^ual m6yemei>t ; if the body have a dead palfy, the head 
' % { % cannot 
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cannot pake It move ; and Gbd hath not ftt delegfctt^ ft^ 
9 "healing po>ver to princes, aS that they t^anitk a mohK^nt fay 
td a languilbing people, oppitfled with defpair, TMe np your 
bed and walk. ; 

.' The Rate of' a king is fo 6ortiprehfeiirive arid {6 cjctfltcd a 
thing, that it is a kind of degrading him, to lodge that power 
feparately in his own natural pel-fon, which can' never be 
truly and naturally great, butwilefe riie peop}e are fo united 
to him, as to be bone of his bone, and flcfli of hi^'fieih ; for 
when he is reduced to the fingle definition of a' man, he 
finkett> into fo low a character, that he is a temptation to 
inen'5 allegiance, and impairs that venieration which is ne- 
cefTary tp prefe^vc pur duty to him : whfer^a^ a prince, that i^ 
fo joined to'his'peoplev a^ thzlt they feem to be his limbs 
rather than his fubieas,r^cl6ithed ' with* mercy arid juftice, 
rightly applied in theij^ fsveral ^latcJs, his throne fbpported by 
love, as well as by power, and tlie Warm wifhte of his devoted 
., fibjefts, like neverrfailingiricigiife:ftfll2ffccnding towards him— • 
iooketji fo like the beft ima:^(d we* can fraihe to ourfelves of 
the Almighty, that men Woiild' fiave mych ado to forbear 
adoring fuch a prince, and wbultj be more readily tempted to 

tpe..fin,of idolatry, than to th^t! df difobpdience. 

^. There rniift be To much di'ghity infepirably ahn^jted to the 
royal function, as n^ay b^.'fuf^cibilt to fectire'it from violence 
and contempt, and there miiflr be kind condefdenlions-and 
compliances too fi;om t^he throne, defcending like foftering 
d*ews from heaven'^ that the priflte may look fomuch more 
Ijkc the AlmicKty^s deputy on eanh-r-for power without love 
hath a terryfyjng afjpeft, and the homage which Js-paid to it^ 
U like that.Whicn .the Indians giVeoUt of fear,' tp>ild bcafls 
apd devils. , ^ .' ' ."';'". 

* He that fe^etfi tjod only bccaufe there is-' afi hell^- muft 
certainly wife th^re were no Gox) ; and he who-feareth the 
king, only beciaijfe he can punifh, nmft certairtly wifli- there 
were no king : fo that without a prihciple of Ibve^ there can 
be no tr !u^. allegiance, and there rntift remain pi^ifpeftial feeds 
of refiftance^ agj^inft a powei* whrch is' biiilt \ippW-fueh an 
nnnatural fotmdacioh, as that of fear ^nd terror, -'WMWhcf dx- 
ercifed by the prince himfelf, W- by his imrtifedjat^fervants. 
All fprce is a kind pf foul play, and whofoeyer aimeth at it 
hjmfelf, doi:h by ifiipHcation allPvfr' it tbthofe ire playeth 
againft, fo that thefe'Will be eyei' matter prepared in the rainds 
qf the people vyrheii they ^reprCVokeil : and the prince, -to 
fecu^e him{elf,-.rT)u^ liv'^. in the ^idft' offiis bwi) fiabjefis, as 
|f he were in a conquered Country, evcf ready ^o 'meet or 
^fifjl an inttrretlion j Tor ther'e vyitj dyer be tnii-* dHferento 
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inftraments faie maketh iife of), and out of all danger of re«' 
cciving hurt from.them 5 bat princes am never lodge power, 
in any hands, which- may «6t feme time or, other turn it back ! 
upon them ; . and^ though it may be pofiible for a king tor 
acquire as much power as will fatisfy his ambition, yet not 
kingdom hath money enough to fatiate the avarice of under-n 
'workmen^ who learn from: that prince who will exaft more: 
than belohgedi to him, to expe(3: froai him much morethait 
they dcferve > and growing angry upon the firft difappoint* 
^ent, they. are very devils to the conjurors who raifed them^ 
and cannot, fo eafily be laid ag^i^ ; befides, there can be no 
radical, laftiog fecurity, but where the governed are fatisfied 
with the governors ; it muft bpa dominion very unpleafing to 
a prince of aa elevated mind tq impofe an abjeft and fordid 
ifcrvility, huftcadbf receiving the willing facrifice of duty and obe- 
dience. The bravicft princes, in all times,, who were inca- 
pable .of any other kind of fear, have feared to grieve their 
jown people ; ,fuch a fear is truly . glorious, and in this cafe, 
;t is an injaihy not to be j» coward, fo that the miftalcen 
' heroes^ who arc void of this 'kind of fear, need no other ag- 
gravation to complete a bad character. 
.. It certainly can be of no a[dvantage to any government to 
endeavour a£' fuppreiling the rights, which remain in the bullc 
of.the j>ec*|)lc,. much kfe to eijiploy trifling, mercenary fcrib- 
Wcrs, taiexccutc this dirty work 5 their officioufnefs, or want 
of money, -.may epcouragc them to write, though it is not 
very cafy to acquire abilities equal to fuch a diabolical, ta(k : 
liiey forget, in their too high firained arguments in favour of 
|3be pr^og9tive of princes, that they very.ofteq plead againft the 
lewisf ^natttie^i which will alwfty$: give a bias to thofe reafons 
Which feem- to be of her fide j befides, it is the body of the 
people whocrciadtheii: works» /and they are to be the fole 
jjudges ofi them C! jtherefore, no maxima ihould be laid down 
as the rujei of igovemment^ to syljich there can be any rea- 
ibnable olije^ion $ fur the public hath an intereft, and for 
tiiatrea(bi> is more than ordinairijy; discerning, to find ,out thc^ 
weakifides of £ulch arguments '^aar^. intended to hurt it, aad 
i^!isa di%r*aito!any governmetui'to promote or countenance 
6}6hfMremedita|edmifreprefeAtatlon%> which are turned upon 
it^^eaitjdi!£idyantage,lwbeoev^r they are dete<SleJ andexpofed ; 
for n^t^raUy th^ttQti&ear^eil mvietv^urs^ to take from. men th^ 
rights they^ofli?6,..t99ip(t.ih(Bfla by the ej^apple, to clain> 
wbat they, h'^e hot 'yet ^ot<^ 4^tft imagine, they ^re {equally en<> 
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The power" of no prince can be laffing, ebccept wiienr it is* 
bttilt iipon the foundation of his own unborrowed virtue^ he 
snuft not only be the &rft mover^ and the fountain from whence 
aH the great ads of ftate originally flow : but .he muft be 
thought fo by his people, that they may prcfervc their vene- 
ration for him i he muil be jealous of his power, and not 
impart fo much of it to any about him, as that he may fuffer 
in eclipfe by it. He cannot take too much care to kerp^ ui> 
kis dignity : for when a king is thought to be led by thofe 
T^ith whom he (hould only advife, and that thex:ommands he 
iflues are only tr$nfmitted through him, that is, in his name» 
and are not of his own growth, the public will look upon him as 
a bird adorned with feathers that are not his own, or confider 
him rather as a mere machine, than as a living creature^ 
befides, it is a contradidlion for a prince to be afi'aid of com- 
monwealth principles without doors, and at the fame time to 
cftabliih a republic among his own fervants, which will prove 
much more formidable to him in his cabinet, by delegating 
fach a power to any number of men about him, as is incon- 
£ftent with the true dignity of a monarch. It is the worft kind of 
fiarery the crown can fubmit to, for it is the exercife of power 
that draweth refped): along with it, and when that is parted 
with, the bare' title of a king will not be fuflUcient to fupporc 
ihe real dignity of the throne. If ail ecclefiaftical, mili* 
tary, and civil honours and employments, whioh fhould be 
dirfributed by the crown, as rewards for piety and learning, 
for bravery and fidelity, for wifdom and integrity, arc no 
longer in the king's difpofal : but he is made to bejieve that 
the adminrftration of government cannot be carried on, unlefs 
thefe are unrefcrvedly and totally in the gift of his fervants, ib 
that they can parcel them out in their feveral departments, to 
their creatures and dependants, however unworthy-^He is the 
vevieft fiave, perhaps the only one in his dominions. He is 
paid a certain Aim for fupporttng the outward pomp of majefty : 
but an enlightened people, who are got beyond the aera of 
barbarifm and ignorance, and arc no longer to be taken with 
the bells and tinfel, the outward trappings and gildings of 
monarchy, will look upon fuch a prince as the mere ihadow 
!©f royalty, and will pay the veneration and refpe£i due to him, 
to the creatures of power of his own making, to whom he 
has given bis vital fpirit, the breath of his noftrils, and the 
fight of his eyes ; biitif his fervants opprefs the people, and 
violate the hvf^i all the bdiuntl will retort on his head,- who 
put the .means into-thgr harids, ^and. t^n thoufand (»rivat<: 
yir|:^es yvill ^ot atone fur the ip^ibecilitv of his public conduA. 
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Rings fhpuld remember that their fubjeds fwear all^ianctft 
to them, but not to all the petty tyrants they may fet up 
under the complex title of minifters of ftate ^ and that if they 
think proper to part with the fcepter, and fubmit their own 
necks to the galling yoke of minifterial infolcnce, it is no 
argument that the people fhould follow fuch a weak example, 
a contrary fpirit in them hath often made theheadsof adminiilr^* 
tion afraid to face their incenfed fellow fubjeds, at the fame 
time that they have bullied their royal captive in the cabinet, 
aiid treated him with faucy rudenefs in his palace. 

In fine, as kings excel other men in power and dignity, 
and in the veneration and refpe£l that is paid to them, fo 
ought they to excel in fortitude, perfeverance, wifdom, in- 
tegrity and benignity ; and fince they were inftituted for the 
^ood of the people, it is their duty to itudy and to purfue 
that end before all others; diftribuUng equal and impartial 
juftice; exercifmg well timed clemency j hearing the com- 
plaints of all their fubjefts; redrefling their grievances them- 
felves; not making the accufed both judge and jury, but 
putting the public caufe into innocent hands; and in a word, 
ufmg every condefcending, endearing art to convince his peo-r 
pie, that the Pater patriae and the indulgent Pater famuias^ 
are united and combined in his royal character. 

We have a memorable faying of a Macedonian woman 
to Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, upon his neg- 
le£^ing to read a petition 'y ♦* if you will not do juftice, to 
what end are you king/?" 

It is an e(tabli(hed maxim in all well regulated govern- 
ments to confer no dignities or titles of honour, much lefs 
the chief offices of power and truft in the ftate upon any per- 
fons, but fuch as had gained a diftinguiihed reputation by 
feme fignal and meritorious a&ions; but in England we have 
oft?n feen men ad tranced to the higheft dignities of the ftate, 
through prediledion and caprice, through the intereft of a 
party, the importunities of a favourite miftrefs, the docile 
abje<S(ners of their difpofition, and a variety of caufes equally 
bafe and ignoble. Men afcending to the zenith of power, 
hy fuch indireft, crooked, bye paths, have generally rewarded 
the promoters of their advancement at the public expence. 
If it was the prince who fet them up, they have made a fa- 
crifice to him of the rights of the people, if his ruling paflion 
was ambition* If his miftrefs, her and her creatures have had 
a ihare in his good fortune, from the coffers of the ftate; 
and if raifed by a party, a whole herd of fycophants have 
fceen penfioned on the nation; hence has arifen that univerfal 
(ieteftation* of mnifters of ftate, which prevails in moft 

monarchies i 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( Zti f 

flidnarchles, and has been no where ttiofh chkr^t&tnMc tharf 
in England, where there are but few inftances of fuch as' 
have pleafed the people. A good miriiftcr is the corner ftontf 
of the ftate, he ftands in. need of all the political virtues of a' 
good prince, his abilities an<i talents muft be of the firft rate; 
He ought to be eloquent, courteous, and affable, to alJ hi* 
fellow-iubjefts ; generous and hofpitable, well jCkitled in the 
languages, in the laws, and hiftories of foreign nations, as 
well as his own : but above all he (hould be pbilefled of re-^ 
folution, probity, diligence, and difintereftedhefs j added to 
thefe qualifications, he muft be very cautious in contrafting 
familiarity, efpecially with womeriy for it is by theiii that moil 
•of the fee rets of the world have been betrayed, armies fur* 
jjrifed and defeated, and whole kingdoms fubvertcd. 

As often as thefe qualifications have been wanting in the, 
leaders of adminiftration, and that they have poffeffed the 
very oppofite vices, free-borri Engliflimen have formed ai> 
oppofition to their meafures, which their partisans have con- 
itantly ftigmatized with the opprobrious titJeof Sedition, and 
the friends of virtue, and of the natural rights of mankind, 
have as fteadiJy maintained that their ftruggles in fupport of 
their rights and privileges, againft the arbitrary innovations 
of corrupt minrfters, defcrved the glorious appellation of 
Patriotism, 

But to ta?.e- matters upon the credit of adminiftration — let it 
be allowed that any one oppofition on the part of the people 
in a free ftape, to the.condu<ft of the king's minifters, may 
be properly ftiled fedition, to what docs the charge amount ? 
the ftrongeft etymological definition of the term, conveys 
no other idea but that of a popular ftrifeand contention, that 
the citizens are going to rife, that th« people are on the 
brink of public uproar, or tumult.- — Now let us a(k what'a 
rational, candid, difpaflionate miniftry ought to do in this 
cafe ? and let us refolve the queftion by the opinions of the 
beft political writers, who lived and flourifhed in the donxi- 
iiions of defpotic kings, and whofe works were fubjedt to the 
bah of an hnprimatur^ and yet were allowed to be publifhed, — 
Enquire prudently, fay they, into the caufes of Sedition — 
*^ the principal of which are — Avarice, in the poffeflbrs of 
offices of emolument, from this vice arifes public and private 
plundering. — When the public is plundered^ the tallies, aids» 
cohfifcations, fubfidies, taxes, and levenues of a kingdom, 
or ftate, are mifapplied or embezzled. This offence among 
the Romans, -was called Peculatus, 

Private plundering is thus defined,— when the magiftrates 
and the rich opprefs the poor with unjuft extortions. ' 

Honour 
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Hinhur is znot^ercznk of /edition. It i5 juft that in ther 
diftribution of honours, regard fhould be had to the quality > 
and merit of men ; but when that is negle£led, and obfcure > 
creatures are promoted to great dignities and employmen ts,* 
it muft create refentment and ill blodd amongft^ the birave and - 
the virtuous, who fee themfelvei negle£led .for no other 
offence, than their oppojition to bafe and unwarrantable meafures. ' 

Exorbitant authority^ riches^ and clofc alliances amongft any 
fct of men, are very dangerous to a ftate, having been often^ 
the foulrce tf /editions and civil wars* 

Contempt^ in all governments diftra£led by parties, will in-, 
cvitably caufe fiditi^n, efpecially when the party excluded' 
from the adminiftration have the people on their hde, which 
ihufl:, confequently, infpire them tvith confidence and re- 
felution. 

Heavy taxes and exa^fions have produced feditions and in- 
fiirreAions in mo4 countries of the world $ one and the fame- 
caufe divided the kingdom of the Jews, uiAtt Rheboam^ and 
was the fource of the dangerous iofutrei^ion, under Tyler^ in 
the reign of Rkhard the ficcndj and of the revolt of the Sev^en* 
United Provinces from the Spaniards : indeed nothing lefs 
can be expeQed in any ftate, when the impofitions exceed 
the people's income^ 

Various have been the remedies propofed againft feidtion: 
Some have declared for violence and the fword, but the 
advice ot lacitus feems to be more folid, or at leaft more con- 
formable to the teneur of the Chriftian religion, that is, ta 
treaty and fo pr^mi/e redre/s^ for what conqueft will it be for a 
prmce tar mwacfe his own fubjefts, and what a crying Jin it 
mufi bei, when their complaints are/ounded in truth ? 

The perfons employed to treat with the mutinous, fliouli 
be men of known virtue, and in high efteem with the people; 
but of all expedients, " redre/s 6/grievahces is the beJlJ* 

Let us BOW turn the tables on adminiftration, and fuppofd 
that the oppofition formed to>their meafures, in a ftate where 
the bafis of government itfelf is^ founded on public freedom, 
cannot with the leaft propriety be conftrued into /edition ; 
but in the. opinion of neighbouring kingdoms, acquainted 
with the nature of their conftitution, and of allfober, unpre- 
judiced men, deferves the ftile of /><7/r/<?f//fe ; how impolitic, 
nay, how execrable muft that adminiftration appear in the 
e^es of the whole world, which (in a country profeffingthe 
Chriftian religion, and where the king folcmnly fwears at 
the akar to maintain the ancient laws and ftatutes of the 
realm, and to proteft his fubjeAs in their juft rights,) will 
not follow the advice of Tacitus^ by condefccnding to treat 
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with the leaddh of > oppofition, but a£l a» if they lived in % 
country where the rule is, ^od nobis plaat Ux ffto^ let ^uf 
will be /<n(^,*— who have preferred to lenient propofition&y 
violence and the fwordy and, which is a moft crying fin, 
though neither they nor their advocates have yet proved 
that the groans of patriotilin do not proceed from the anguilh 
of real wounds. 

But, O ye generous fons of freedom ! let not this bafe^ this 
obftinate behaviour, falfely called refolution, urge you on to 
deeds of defperation ! — ^great fenfe and madnefs are but too 
nearly allied,— ivrdngs, too deeply felt, often excite too 
violent refentments : — carefully draw the Knc betwixt fatri-* 
tiifm^ and its foul revetfe rebellion. 

- There may be freih gales of aflerting liberty, without ' 
turning into luch fiorms and hurricanes, that the ftate ifaould 
run any hazard of being caft away by them ;<'^*-thoie ftrugglings 
which are natural to all mixed governments, while they are 
kept from growing into convulfions^ do by a natural agitation 
from the ieveral parts, rather fupport and ftrengthen, thaa 
weaken or maim the conftitution : and the whole frame of 
government, inftead of bein^ torn or disjointed, is better 
4nd clofer knit together, by being thus exercifed. 

Our government is like our climate, there are winds 
vrhich are fometimes even loud and boifterous, and yet with 
9II the trouble they give us, we owe a great part of our health 
to them^ they clear the air, which elfe would be like a ih^« 
nated pool, and inftead of refrefhment, would produce dif-* 
cafes. Let not the timid then be alarmed, — the fails of' \U 
, \tx!ty may 1)e reefed, when the gale blows too frefti : and 
when the BRrfAKNiA is in danger, by means of decent, but ipk- 
rtted remoniftrances to the Admiral, a bad ftcerfman or two 
maybe thrown overboard, without caufing the leaft mutiny 
on board, or in any refpe£t endangering the private property 
you have embarked on her bottom. 

PwKY Junkr. 

For the POLITICAL REGISTER. 
Implicit Faith the dependence of public suiminiflraticn^ 

, SIR, 

IN your very valuable Reglfter for November, you adver* 
tife on the cover, its being folely confined to political 
iiibjefts, and thofe too of the greateft natbnal importance, 
which muft give your work a refpeftable complexbn, and 
anfwer the end to the purchafer, who may always expert to- 
£nd the caufe of liberty, or the divine principles of the glo« 
rious revolution defended and urged with a^mafteclv addre(a«. 
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^I aflc leave for a place, nevertheleft, among yottr oiort 
Valuable contributors, for a few thoughts upon what I appre- 
hend to be a root of our malignant public perils;— what I 
mean, has been generated by the violent exertions of debau- 
chery, or by a general depravation of Britifii fpirit and manr 
ners, and is become the diagnoftic, or diftinguilhing fymptoni 
of our national mortal difeafe, viz. an impucit faith. 

This, Sir, is not chimera, it is no. vifioaary phantom; bijt 
it is an obvious glaring truth, with which, none can be un-r 
acquainted, who either read men, or read papers; for veriiy, 
from the head to the foot of this great body of people, facts 
with their fulleft evidence, carry along with them no manner 
of cofivicrion. So far from it, the teftimony of experience 
is ridiculed : that of the beft authenticated hiftory contra- 
dicted; demonftration openly denied; and the doSrinc of 
iranjuhjianiiaiion is become the only objeft of a political or^ 
thodox faith.— You will, becaufe of my being an unfafhi- 
onable mortal, aik an illuftration. That is but reafon?ible.. 

* Take then fomc famples ofan undoubting credit given to 
the reverfe of what is the reality of things. Ti&^ hill of rights^ 
at the glorious revolution, faid^ our laws and our liberties 
fhould be fecured to us, ftom the deftruSive hand of popery 
and arbitrary power. Whereas the people are now exprefsly 
told, that defpotifm beft becomes the inajefty of power, and 
that the popifli fpirit and plan are moil falutary to our pro- 
teftant fyftem. We are now aflfured, the moft venomous 
ferpent has no injurious bite or fting, and that the viper or 
afp may be fafely cheriihed in our bpfoms, for that the tyger 
jias now no fiercenefs, and the Iamb has his ferocity. 

How many and how bold the popiQi publications, under 
varied forms, and again and again impofed, under the title? 
of. Thoughts^ E,ffaysy Real Seekers^ or, Apologies for Roman 
catholics. Nor can we wonder, when her priefts have, with 
fuccefsful induftry, infufed into ourgreat and fmall, the (both* 
ing fq>orifics. of fcepticifm, infidelity and libertinifm. To 
ilhut our eyes, to keep them firmly clofed, is the only fafliion^ 
able^ loyal way of tamely bearing all oppreffions, not queftion^ 
iug their conduft, but revering their, iafallibility, who guide 
fhe helm. — That they are able men and competent, is fatis- 
fa£torily fhewn, by their being totally void of the fear of 
God, and of anyfocerelovetothe public weal. — Notany thing 

- could give a more fenfible pleafure to the emiflaries of Rome, 

than to fee fuch an a- n, and to obferve the growth of 

what moft tends to a diflblution of manners in Britain, for 
which reafon, their polluting miniftrations are bountifully re- 
Ijr^ded, bo;h at home a^d in our colonics^ At Quebec, the Gre^ 

T t ^ nadines. 
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nadines, and atHalifax In Nova Scotia, at which laft place a fzi 
lary of one hundred pounds a year is given to a popiih prieft, bjr 
•our government. The minifterial advocates are perfuaded to 
believe, that our fafetv, honour, and happinefs, do abfoluteiy 
depend upon thefe abiurd meafures. Nay, according to the 
mod courtly, and faihionable fyftem, the' Hanover Family is 
much fafer in the hands of Jacobites, papifts, and the mod: 
profligate of mankind, than it could be in tbofe, who hol^ 
revolution principles. 

Thus, Sir, you will find yourfelf obliged to own, I can- 
not be much in the wrong, when I affirm, that a blind impli^ 
^it faiths a total want of principle, is the bafis or dependahc^ 
of public adminiftration, and the bottom evil which threatens 
an approaching fubverfion of our conftitution. 

I will trefpafs a little more on your patience, and adduce 
fome other evidence in proof of my propdfition. — It happened 
that the Speech m^de from the throne, when the Paris-peace 
was finifticd, was commented upon by Mr. Wilkes, who con-r 
fidcred it as the favourite minifter's, the peace -maker's, rather 
than the fpeech of the young king. This was confidered and 
treated as an unpardonable infult on majefty, and minifterial 
vengeance has purfued the culprit ever lince. But one of the 
many bad confequences of this minifterial perfecution has 
fo alarmed the whole nation, that they petition for the diflb-r 
Jution of a parliament, that gave Luttrell a feat in their houfe, 
againft the fenfe of the county which had, by a vaft ma- 
jority, rejc£ted him.— But with what efficacy can ^ nation 
remonftrate againft An unconftitutional meafure, when all 
mathematical truth is transformed ? And when the fenfe of 
the people, however generally and pathetically exprefTed, is 
iiot allowed to be any thing like the fenfe of the people ? 

Even m y itfelf is not permitted to open its eyes, unlefs 

it be, when all the light of truth is firft taken away. — 

tnuft be perfuaded to run the rifk of rather than leave 

his favourite expofed to the indignatiori of an injured 
people. 

And in that great affair, the union of inter eji\ hetweiti Grea% 
Britain and b^r cslonies^ the plan of alienation and exafpera- 
tion [in an article the moft important, and eflential to our 
trade and commerce] has been carried on, ^th an unexam- 
pled obftinacy ! which meafure, upon the lAmuttble, eterna| 
principles of found reafoning and common fenfe, muft have 
been deemed high treafon againft the majefty of the Britifl^ 
liation. No hiltory can match this outrage committed upoi^ 
th.e life and fpirit of a trading, commercial community. No 
coffiblc reafon can be afllgncd for fuch wantoq effor^ of power 

•' -bfet 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 3^3 ) 

hnt thsit 6f weakening the hands of proteftants^ and isakinj 
lyay for the enflaving of a free people. — tip other way caii 

we account for a r 1 Briton's acquiefcence in this mca-. 

fure, but by the (hutting of his eyes upon all evidence, and 
fubmitting himfelf wholly to an implicit faith. 

One more inftance let me produce, viz. that alarming let- 
ter from Cork, which you have given us, on the fttuation of 
affairs in iTelznd, The addrefs therein mentioned, fo fcan- 
ilaloufly procured and prefented, contidered as introductory 
io the moft tyrannical and unconftitutional proje& ever at- 
tempted in that kingdom, muft give the natives the greateft 
reafon to apprehend, that they are on the very brink of de- 
^ru6lion. Such apprehenfions are entirely owing to mens 
keeping their eyes open, and judging of things as they are, 
whereas the only method of reconciling themfelves to the 
cxafperating, fubverting fcheme, is, that of an implicit faith i 

jvitlxput which, the plan of the prefent public a n could 

have no efficacy. They who arc ftrangers to this faith, are 
all of them i^ditious and riotous, they have no loyalty, but 
are daily branded by the minifterial hireling writers^ as hold^ 
|ng no other than difaffe^ed and rebellious principles* 

Upon a careful review, it is extremely natural to conclude, 
ikhat if a contempt be thrown on the national Petitions, 
feme great plot is opening upon us. And let us now aik, 
What end the naval armament of Spain i$ defigned for, fo 
pften employed in former times, to effefl: the extirpation of 
northern herefy ? What may it not accomplifh, whilft our navy 
lies neglefted, and when once joined with the French naval 
jforce ? For what end is the king of Sardinia augmenting his 
forces ? I^ot furely^ that he has any thing to fear from the 
imperial claims to Genoa.— If we are to form a judgment of 
thefe political phenomena, by a blind implicit faith, we may 
jfancy, that they are all of them friendly to Britain. But if 
we fnould confult the reafon of things, or the manifcft ten- 
dency of the principles, which have ufually governed thofe 
powers, bewitched with the forceries pf Rom^-papal^ we 
(hall m6ft certainly have very different ^pprehei^fions.r— And 
that the miniftry do not take ^ny notipc of the warlike pre- 
parations now making by all |he powers ofEurope, or exert 
themfelves to pu|t the nation \n a proper pofture of defence, i$ 
a convincing proof thaj they hold an implicit faithy with 
refpeft both tp foreign ^nd domeftic events, and look upoi| 
their adminiftration a§ an infallible charm agaihft compacts 
and alliancps forrped abroad for the deftrudtion of the power, 
riches, and commerce pf Great Britain, and againft the juft 
^pmplaints of a much injured, petitioning people, at home. ' 
...'-Nov. 9, 1769. An UNFAspioNABJUE Briton. 
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For the POLITICAL REGISTER; 

On the Suhjeilf Right ofPetitiomng the King, 

ALTHOUGH the right ti every fubjca in the moli 
defpotic kingdoms, to petition his fovereign ag;»inil 
grievance and oppreffion, is indifputable ^ and though .this 
jrfght has been fokmnly confirmed to every Britifh fubjeai 
fcy an exprefs covenant^ fealed with the heft blood of dreat 
Britain \ yet every attempt to eikercife this right has been, erf 
fate, infamoufty oppofed by a fet cJf defpicable tools, who, 
though encouraged in their impudence by Briti(h money, 
. have proved therafelves unwprthy the proteftion of a Britifli 
government. 

The moft decent and refpeSful petitions to his majefty, 
from the moft refpeflbablc bcJdies of his fubjeSs, have been 
traduced as a violation of duty^ md tefrefented to his majejiy as 
tumultuous and Jeditious. 

What do thefe flaves mean ? what dp their matters mean, 
by prompting them in this unbounded infolence ? which na- 
turally tends to inflame the minds of the people againft the 
adminiftration of government, and to fpread jealoufy and dif-^ 
- content through the kingdom. 
' It is happy for the king : it is happy for the whole com- 
Jrounity, that the wifdom and prudence of great and good 
wien have, for the prefent, checked the alarming refentment 
of the people, by encouraging them to depend upon the pro- 
mifing hope of fuccefs, from a firm, united, and conftitu* 
Vional application to the throne for redrefs. On the other 
.Iband, thefe writers are daily adding infult to injury, by 
abafmg his majefty^s faithful fubjefts for their loyalty and mo- 
deration, by robbing Billingfgate of its peculiar property, the 
(epithets, fcoundrel^ mA blackguard : and by endeavouring to 
prfunde the petitioners that they have no room for hope, 
Ibat inftead of obtaining relief,, they deferve to be puni{he<i 
for prefuming to difturb his majefty'^ repofe. 
' This is a compliment that hi» majefty will not thank then| 
for 5 but the times prefent a melancholy profpcft, v/henmea 
Sin power, or their tools in pay, dare infult his majefty's be(^ 
jFrlcnds, for their laft cohftitutional effbits, to prevent 
violence and anarchy, to refcue bis majefty from the curfe of 
fevil counfel, and tore-eftabli{h his throne m the hearts of hi$ 
fubjecls, where, at the commencement of his reign, he fat ii^ 
^lory, furrounded with the genuine acclamations of applaufg 
from a grateful people. 
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If Aejfe minifterial firebands are determined to involve the 
nation in flames, let them^ like men of fpirit, openly 
declare their intention, but, let them at t)ie fame time remem^ 
her, that decency and reverence forbid them to infult his ma« 
jcfty, by calling themfelves his friends. 

. Notwithftanding their mighty patronage, I would have 
them to know they are not yet fo fecure from condign puniih* 
ment as they niay vainly imagine. Indeed, they themlelvcs 
betray a fufpicion of their own danger, and the weaknqfs of 
their patrons, by perpetually calling out for firmnefi in the 
mniftry. 

The abufeoi petitioners to the throne for public redrefs, is a 

trick of no new invention. It is but the old game, which, ia 

Charles the fecond's reign, was played oiF with more, fpirit 

aind iexterity, and fupported by an infamous proclamation, 

framed by lotd Chief Juftice North, *' upon his nice diftinc- 

^< tion, or hair-breadth line of partition in politics, between 

' *« the matter and the nianner."* 

. It may not, therefore, be improper at this time, to Jay before 

tiie public the ientiments of a patriotic houfe, of commons. 

Upon this fubje£t. 

On the 27th of OSober 1680, Sir Gilbfrt Gerrard flood 
upv and addreiTed himfelf to the fpeaker of the houie, as 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker^ 
I crave leave to mind you of a great infringement which 
hath been made of the liberty of the fubje^l, fince the laft 
leiBon of parliament. Sir, nvmy good proteftants tbixxking 
it ftrange that two parliaments ihould be . diflblved vrithout 
doing any thing material againft popery, and a third (o often 
prorogued in atimeof fuch imminent danger, and forefeeingthe 
ruin fuch delays might bring upon them, refolved to petition* 
his majefty, and accordingly in feveral counties and corpb^ 
fations, petitions humbly praying his majefty to let the par- 
liament fit-, were drawn up, and figned by many thoufands 
of his majefty's good fubje^§, in a peaceable and quiet way, 
and delivered to his majefty by no greater number of perfom 
than is allowed. But although this was conformable to law, 
tind the dufy of good fubjedts, confidering what danger hi» 
majefty's perfon and the proteftant religion was in, yet it 
was traduced to his majefty as feditioui and tumultmusy and 

« ■ ' I ..■ II I ■ ■ ■III I . I " 11 I ■ .11 ■ i« ■■ ■» .^mm-mmmmmt^ »• ii ■■iiiMia 

- • An authentic copy of this proclamation is inferled in page 
57, of our rcgifter for Auguft, and the fubjedl: is there begun, * 
which is now treated at large^ and concluded in the prdent 
effay. 

forbidden 
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fbrbicMen by a proclamation, and great adrohte andl cfifcd^^ 
ragentients-were given to fuch, as either promoted or delivered' 
the faid petitions : and at laft feveral perfons were fet up to 
declare at the afitzes, and other public places, an abhorrency 
and deteftation of fuch petitioning. 

Sir, I hutiibly conceive the fubjeifts of England have an un- 
^ubted right to petition his majefty for the fitting of parit-* 
ament, and ndrejjhig 9/ grievances \ and that confidering the 
ch-cumftances we are under, we have no reafon to lofe it. 
If it ibould be our unhappinefs to have a popifli king, may 
he not be furrounded with popifh counfellors, fo that poor 
proteftant fubjedls may be debarred of all other ways what* 
foever, of making known our complaints to him : and muftr 
we lofe this too ? Sir, I think it fo necejfary and material a 
privilege of the fubjeA, as that we ought, without lofs of 
time, to afiert our right to it : and therefore I . humbly 
move you to make fome vote to that purpofe* 

Sir Francis Winnington ftood up next, 
Mr. Speaker^ 

Sir, I am not only of opinion .with that worthy membci' 
that fpoke laft, as to making a vote for afferting the right of 
the fubjcfts to petition their prince, but alfo for chaftifing of 
thofe who have been fo wicked and abominable, as to traduce 
it and abhor it ; and to that purpofe, I think. Sir, it will bo 
convenient that we find out who advifed, or drew up that 
proclamation againft it, and examine how a petition that was 
made in Berkfhire, was ordered to be taken off the file at ^ 
quarter feiHons, if worthy to be fo called, there being but 
four juilices of the peace, and two of them fuch obfcure 
perfons, as I cannot get their names ; and alfo to make foi^e 
infpeftion into thofe ptddrejjis made againft petitioning^ and by 
whom contrived, figned, and delivered. But this muft be a 
work of time ; for the prefent, I humbly move you to paTs 
one vote to aflfert the right of the fubjeft to petition the king, 
another of cenfure on thofe perfons that have traduced it, 
and to appoint a committee for your further proceeding 
herein. 

Refolved, That it isy and ever hath been, the undoubted right 
of thefubjeSis of England^ to petition the king for the calling and 
fitting of parliament^ and redrefftng of grievances. 

Refolved, l}}at to traduce fucb petitioning as a violation of duty ^ 
and to reprefent it to his majejiy as tumultuous and feditiouSj is t9 
betray the liberty of the fubje£i^ and contributes to the defign of fub-* 
verting the ancient legal conflitution of this kingdom^ and introdu^ 
dng arbitrary power. 

Refolved;^ 
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Rcfolved, Tlat a committee be anointed is enjulre efter all 
fucb perfons^ that have offended agatnft the liberty of theJuhjeSi. 

After thefe refolutions were paiTed^ Mr. Silas Tttus ftood 
tip. 

Mr* Speaker^ 

Sir, I am very glad thefe votes have paft fo unanimoufly; 
for popery and arbitrary government can never be fet up in 
this nation, if we could be fure of frequent parliaments. 
And therefore the afTerting the right of the fubje£l in any 
thing which tends to that, may be of great ufe to the nation.* 
But, Sir, feeing you have taken this bufme(& into your con- 
fideration, I think we fhall do well to go a H^tle further with 
it, even at this time. I am informed (bme members of thi; 
houfe are guilty of having zSttA contrary to thtfe votes; and 
I am of opinion, that, as they were not nvilling we Jhould Jit 
here ; fo that we Ibould be as willing riot to have them Jit among 
us* For if it were a great crime in others, much more in 
thofe that were chofen to aflert the rights and liberties of the 
people. It is very unlikely that men of fuch principles Ihould 
make good parliament-men; and I think it will very well 
confift with the juftice of the houfe^ to begin with a rcfor-r 
mation amongft ourfelves; and therefore I humbly move we 
may Arft proceed againft fuch. 

6eing required . to name fuch members, he named Sir 
Francis IVithins^ who not being in the houfe, was ordered to 
attend the next day. Where, after he was heard in his place^ 
he was ordered to withdraw, and cenfuredto receive the Jentenci 
efthe houfe upon his kneesy and to be expelled the houfe, 

*' The recorder, JefferieSy was reprimanded at the bar of 
*' the houfe upon his knees, and was obliged to refign his 
'.' office, for having procured the addrefs of abhorrence from 
** fome of the citizens". 

The court thought proper to put 9 ftop to thefe difreliflied 
proceedings of the houfe, by proroguing the parliament on 
the loth of January, and cfiUblving it by proclamation on 
the i8th of January, 168 1* 

. The truly honourable independent houfe of commons had, 
in their repeated addrefles, pathetically reprefented to the 
king, the danger his own perfon was in from his favourites 

* At this time, a majority of placemen and penfioners in 
a, houfe of commons, was a thing unknown, and its future 
exiftence unexpcfted. If fo alarming a phenomenon fliall 



ever appear in this kingdom, our fafety^ inftead of depending 
upon his majefty's wifdom and virtue, will depend upon the 

and 
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and pretended friends about him; but all' to no purpofti 
"S^beir fteady purfuit of the only probable means* to fave 
him, (thi ixclufton bill) was one chief reafon for their diffgr 
lution. 

. The general tenor of Charleses condufl:, was a£iing the 
inavi\ J>ut iii this, he found by experience, When it was too 
late, that he had played fhe fodL If this intriguing mifguided 
Icing, inftead of Jiearjcenmg to the flatterers and fycpphants of 
his court, who owed all their importance to his own mer» 
jjrace and fayour, and held it ^ut during his pleafure^ I fay^ 
if inftead of jhis, he had attended to the honeft advice of his 
faithful independent hou(c of commons, he might have ended 
his life wijjhout arjenic^ and his reign without infamy. But, 
ibLsl^r-ff^ died as a fool dieth. 

An independent parliament (the very effencc of the Britifli 
conftitution) is the only council, a king of Great Britain can 
fecurely confide in. But. if he fufFcrs his parliament to be 
the retainers of hi^ miniltrjrby corruption, he parts with the 
two brighteft jejvels of his crown. The power of doing 
Goop,^d The AFFECTIONS OF HIS PEOPLE, h dependent 
parliament \^ but the pure echoe of bis own cabinet^ and confer 
quently can be of no ufc to him as a council. . 

In this laft cafe, his majefty will be deprived of the mean» 
of knowing tl>e real fcntiment? and temper of his people, in 
any other way than by their petitions. And muft he be de- 
barred from this laft refource too? Go^ forbid ! that his ma- 
j'efty's faithful fubieds, fo long as tliey j^re able to write and 
kneel,- fhpu^d jever be fo deficient in duty and pfudence, as tq 
lu^er l)im to J)e mifled to hi^ own and their riiih, without 
t)mely notice from themV ' HAMPDEN.' 

jthJiraH ojf the Cafe of the Protejlant Diffenters in Nova Scotia^ 
irnpartjallyjlatedf and humbly recommended, 

IT is fuppofed, upon the fieft calculation, that there are In 
that province, bfefides the native Indians, between thirteen 
sind fourteen thoufand inhabitants, fubjedts of the Britifli go* 
yernnjcnt. It is alfo computed, that of thefe near nine thou-< 
fand are proteftant diflcnters, of the preftfyterian, congrega- 
Jtlonal, or antipaedobaptift perfuafion :' The reft are either of 
iht eftabliflied church of England, fqr the fupport of whofq 
inini^ers, a legal and certain provifion is iliade; or of the 
phurch of Rome, who for reafohs ofjiate^ are allowed to harue ck 
prieft among them^ with a maintainance provided forhim*^ 

♦ Though this circumftance is mentioned in thefe raodeft 
|eraxs in the cafe, it is incun^bent on the -author of tjie ftric- 

"^ ^^ ' '■ '' ' *■ "■ •'• }m 
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The protcftant diffentcrs arc, by far the ^cater. part of 
C^em, new fettlers there; fome from other parts of America, 
ind iottic from Britain and Ireland. Thefe have their iaiidH 
to clear, to plant,' and to fecure by dykes from the ovfcrfliW- 
ing of the waters. They are fcattered up and down in th« 
ieveral townlhips newly creScd through the province ; they 
are peaceable and induftrious, and live ill all due fubjeftioa 
to government. The difficulties they have to ftruggle with, 
the burthens they labour under in the prefent low and bad 
ilate of their infant fettlements, are more eify to be conceived 
than to be defcribe^, and yet not fully to be conceived by 
thofe \yho are firahgers to fuch a fituation: great arid many 
are their difappointmerits and lofle's ; their produftions and 
profits fiiiall and Ihcbnfiderable, while provifions of all kinds 
(fifh only excepted) hectflarles, as well as conveniences are 
fcarce and extremely dear. Very defirous they are to have 
the inftitutions of religion amongft them, and to worftiip 
God in a way that their confciences tell them is moft agree- 
able to his word, and that they find tO h6 moft inftruftive and 
edifying to themfelves and their families i nor doth govern- 
ment in the leaft infringe that right. 

But then they are unable, at prefent totally unable, to 
make provifion for , minifters already fettled among them, 
much lefs are they able to call any more, how great focver 
their need of them is. They nO^^ have in feverd townfliips 
(exclufive of one at Halifax, for whom Ao affiftance is here 
)Sifked) eight ordained minlftersv men of charadler, and regu- 
larly educated for the miriiftry, fettled among them, befidej 
others upon probation : but even for thefe, they are not able 
to provide a fubfiftence. Thefe are in the moft diftreffed 
condition, and muft be obliged either to leave the province, 
or to ftarve Ihere^ uhl^fs K)nle relief and afBftsLnce can be 
procured ]For them. The cohfequence muft be, either that 
jiumbers muft live virithout the public Worlhip of God, and 
the inftitutions of the Gofpd ; or aft counter to their prin- 
ciples and confciences; or, with their paflors, leave the pro- 
vince, and go where th6y can enjoy thofe advantages. 

tures on the condiift of adminiftration with refpeft to Gre- 
nada (fee page 257, vol. IV.) to take proper notice of thij 
frefh proof of the favour IheWn by our prefent worthy pro- 
teftant governors to the profeflbrs of popery. A falary of 
one hundred pounds per annum is allowed by them for the 
propagation of a religion in its principles fubverfive of our 
confticution, and our proteftant diflcnting brethren are forced 
to follicit the benevolence of the public, for the ma'ntenance 
4>f their minift;ers, 

U u 2 .. This 
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This being their unhappy cafe, they arcTiumble and ea^^ 
Heft petitioners to their chrlftian brethren for relief and affift- 
ancc; and have deputed the Rev. Mr. William Moore, Paftor 
ef the difienting church at Halifax, the Capital of that pro- 
vince, to reprefent their diftrefTed fitiiation, and to implore 
relief for them. He generoufly undertakes it, difclalming all 
advantage to himfelf, as his fituation places him above the 
need of fuch charity, and only pleads in behalf of his poor 
diftreffed brethren. 

Mr. Moore brings with him, befides other credentials, a 
ftateof the cafe, ngned and attefted by many of the moft 
refpeflable perfons m the province, churchmen, as well as 
others i and alfo a recommendation* from moft of the mini* 
fters at Bofton in New England ; both thefe are annexed to 
the Cafe for the fatisfadlion of the publick* 

The importance of this charity is obvious in many views : 
and will be felt by tbofe who have a true regard to the ho- 
nour of God; and a defire to promote the Redeemer's king- 
dom, the comfort and happinefs qi their fellow creatures iii 
time, aiid for ever, the welfare of that province, and the in- 
tereft of Great Britain there. By thefe motives it is recom- 
mended* 

It is true the money neceffary for this purpofe muft be 
confiderable; but the importance and utility of the objeft 
is proportioned to the expence. It is thought by tbofe -who 
are judges, that ^^5000 or ^6bOO laid out in purchafing 
Nova Scotia province notes (which are government fecurity) 
will be a fund fufficient to anfwer the defign. 

And that the kind contributors to this work of charity 
may be fatisfied of the faithful application of what they ftiafl 
give to the relief of the churches or minifters of the three 
dehominations of proteftant diflenters aforefaid; a number 
of gentlemen in this city have confented, at the eameft defire 
of the faid Mr. Moore, to ^be truftees and managers of it; 
engaging, th^t according to, the beft of their judgment, it 
Ihall be properly applied : referving to themfelves a power to 
iill up their number when reduced by death, or any other 
juft caufe; and to apply theihoney to fome other pious and 
charitable ufe at their difcretion, only in cafe it fliall appear 
%o them that the diffenters in Nova Scotia (hall hereafter Be 
in circumftances to provide for their minifters. 

Benefactions to this charity will be received by any of the 
truftees, or by the Reverend Mr. Moore, at their appoint- 
inent, or by the following bankers, MefT. William Fuller 
and (on, Lombard-ftreet ; Meff. RofFey and Co. Thread- 
needle-ftreet ; Meff. Drummonds, Charing-crofs. And' an 
account of the money printed for the fatisfadion of the 
contributors. Digitized by Google "^1^^ . 
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Tin Speech nf Mr. Serjeant W :r, «« ihe Sidi pf n yiohlt 

Lord^ Drfendant in a kte popular Caufiy where the Jury 
krvugbt in a Verii^ for 4000/. Damages. 

MAY it {deafe your lordihip, and you gentlemen of the 
jury, I am council for the defendant, againft whom 
Mn W— has brought this aftion, in order to recover da- 
mages for. the injury he has fuftained during an imprifonment 
for four days, under an illegal general warrant. Thefe war- 
rants have been declared by the mofifolemn authority, to be 
contrary to law : My client fubmits himfelf with cheerfulnefs 
and refpe£b to that decifion which has condemned thenu 
There is fcarce a fingle perfon in the kingdom who is igno-r 
mnt of the deteripination in the courts of law,^ in the aiFair 
of general warrants, nor is there the leaft probability that 
any future miaifter .will dare to iffue them. What emolu- 
ment then can the public receive from this a^bion ? With 
what public fpirited view does W-r- demand a pecuniary in- 
demnification for himfelf? Will he confider himfelf as a truf-* 
tee for the public? Does he intend to build a church, or to 
raife an altar to liberty, with the money which he expeds 
Ifou' ihould give him in damages ? I thuik I fee reafon to 
doubt that he z&s with fo difinterefted a view for the public 
good, fince ray learned brother has told you in his openings 
;ind has attempted to produce evidence to you, that the fine 

he experts from you will be levied^ not upon lord H x's 

private fortune, hut from the public treafury. He who brings 
this adion merely for the fake of the public, will take this 
money from the earnings of the induftrious poor. What 
imminent danger now calls W— out to be the public cham- 
pion ? Mr, B ■ ■'■, another patriot, has already flood in the 
gap, and in the caufe of liberty already received 1500I. of 
the public money* So much for the danger to which, the na- 
tion has been exposed by the exercife of general warrants. 
l^et us now examine the injury Mr, W — s in particular has 
received from them: In aflerting thefe damages the jury are 
to examine as by a writ of enquiry, not as an indignant jury, 
as my learned brother attempts to direft them. Fhe differ- 
ence arifing to Mr. W— from being taken up by a legal 
warrant, or by this warrant, is to be confidered, and on that 
he is to be indemnified: What favourable or unfavourable 
events have occurred to Mr. W — , arifing from his own 
conduct, whether proper or improper, it does not become us 
10 confider; as thefe changes of fortune can with no propriety 
be attributed to the figning the general warrant, neither can 
«n indemnification with any juflicc be demanded of lord H — 
for them. 
. • ■ Mr. 
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Mr. W— — vbltintarily withdrew hlmfclf into" Trincif 
he was^notbaniflved by, or in confequencc of this warrant^ 

as my lord H was not the caufe of this migration fronf 

his country, fo neither did hetiike advantage of his abfence'. 
Wc might have brought this fuit to a very fhort period, we 
might have demurred to his outlawry^ and have had judgment^ 
of cour-fe, in our favour. But this advantage his lordfliip 
difdained to take. We waited with patience till the outlawry 
was reverfed; we then hoped the caufe would have been 
heard with all pofTible expedition} but, by the plaintiff's 
blundering in not giving a term's notice afterwards, by the 
rules of this court the caufe could not be heard* The plain- 
tiff never defirad the noble peer, my client^ to wave his prij 
vilege, as is the conftant cuftom in fucb cafesj nor did he 
apply to the houfe of lords, who would have compelled th« 
defendant to wave his privilege. 

There is now in court the ftrongeft proof that the defend 
dant cannot juflly be charged with procraftinating this trial | 
you yourfelvcs, gentlemen of the Jury, were impanelled to 
try this caufe by the under-^fheriff, who is attorney in the 
caufe, and therefore it was in his lord(hip's power to take 
exceptions to every one of you, but his lordfhip was far from 
entertaining any fuch deugn ; he is happy in having, fuch 
difmterefted judges of his behaviour in regard of Mr. W — , 
of which I majl how give you a very fliort account, which I 
(ball eftablifli by incontrovertible evidence. 

When it was thought proper by the government to ani- 
madvert upon the authors of a political writing, and to exa^ 
mine Mr. W — with refpeft to it, lord H-r — fent a mefiage 
to Mr. W — , defiring to fpeak to him; was that a proof of 
private enmity to Mr. W— ? Upon Mr. W— 's refufing to • 
comply with this meffage, it was thought proper to arreft 
him; but the officer employed for that purpofe, was.com^ 
mai^ded to treat him with all poffible civility. Before it wa$ 

mentioned to lord H that orders were given to iffue a 

writ of Habeas Corpus, Mr. W— was fent to the tower. 
It will appear to you that the general warrant was not framed 

by lord H for the purpofe of oppreffing Mr. W — . It 

will appear that lord H objeftedlo the form of it, and 

refufed to fign it, till he was affured that it had been th# 
conftaiit form handed down from almoft time immemorial} 
ufed by the favourites of the people, and true friends of the 
conftitution, approved and confirmed by the then law officers 
€)f the crown. It would be an enormous aggravation of his 
lordIhip*8 offence, if either the general warrant,, or the war- 
THiit of commitment to the tower, had been of* his lordftip'g 

coiii-ige. 
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ftc&n^gij and frefh from the Mint; butyou will find that the 
latter, as well as the former, had pailed through the moft 
Fefpe£bab}e hands. And as foon as he was informed of the 
tinexpe£led ufe that had been made of his warrant to exclude 
Mr. W — 's friends from feeing him, he immediately wrote a 
general order to the lieutenant of the Tower, to admit every 
f erfon that Mr. W— might be willing to fee. Whatever 
imay fmce have occafioned fuch a change in Mr. W — 's 
lentiments, the conduct of his lordfhip was fo fatisfa£lory to 
jMr. w — at that time, that foon after he was difcharged 
^rom confinement, he confeflfed that lord H had behaved 

to him in a manner becoming a gentlemans and even exprefledt 
fome gratitude for his lord(hip*s civility. That his lordfhip, 
^ho was not bred a lawyer, nor enquiring judicially into 
the merits of general warrants, ihould be miftaken in his 
idea of the propriety of them, ought not to appear furprifmg 
to you, when you are told that thcfe warrants have made 
their appearance uncenfured in Weftminfter-hall, and that 
my lord chief juftice Holt himfelf had taken bail upon them. 
I utterly deny that the pra6lice of office could entirely juftify 
his lordfliip's conduft; but I am perfuaded that it requires 
very few words to convince you to what a degree it extc;- 
nuates the offence. What puniihment you (hall think proper 
to inflift upon his lordfhip, by your fir^e, or rather what da- 
piages to allot Mr. W-r« for his fuffering, 1 fliall not pretend 
to fuggeft to you. He charge^ for damage done to his houfe 
under the general warranty 40I. for breaking open a door 
20cl. for breaking open bolts, locks, and cfcrutorcs, for da- 
mage to his library, &c. 300I. arid infome other fums, which 
upon my calculation comes to 14401, but by his, at the end 
of his declaration, it comes to 20000! . He has recovered 
joool. for breaking his houfe from Mr, W— , and the jury 
has, in this cafe, only to confider what real detriment it was 
po Mr. W--? to be imprifoned four days, 

Mr. Serjeant G 's Reply. 

My Lords and Gentlemen of the Jury^ 

YOU have heard the argument which the council for the 
defendant makes ufe of, to Icflen the damages which 

jpy client has laid in his declaration againft the earl of H ; 

but notwithftanding the ingenuity with which the cafe has 
been ftated, I differ entirely, both from Mr. Serjeant W— r's 
i^wn eftimate, and that which he has calculated for me. 

With refpeii to the meafure of damages, I do not defire 
you, gentlemen of the jury, to exert a headftrong blind in- 
digi;apofi> bi^t I aficrt vengeance on tbofe who h^ve injured 
'^ ' ' ' ^ ' ' $l)C 
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the'law^ of your coutxtry, to be the pro't)er objeft of ytftei^ 
indignant ipirits, and' which call on you to make the moft 
liberal, and at the fame time the moft confiderate appreciatton 
of the wrongs thofc laws have fuftained. What the confe- 
quencc might be to Mr, W— -, from the natural tendency of. 
the meafures purfued by the noble lord, not what damage 
a6tually did attend them, is highly proper and necefiary for 
your confideration: That tJiefe effefts did. not follow, Mr. 
W — is not in the leaft degree indebted to the humanity of 
the noble defendant, anymore than he is to his -lordfhip'a 
candour, for this extortion, of juftice by the voice of a kingr* 
dom. 'Tis not for intereft he brings this action, but to 
deter, by no fmall damages^ future minifters frc^n purfuing 
meafures, which theyiind have led their predeceflbrs to ruin; 
and by no fmall damages are minifters to be terrified ; and 
few men, in whole revolving ages, can be found, who dare 
oppofc themfelves to the forces of tyranny, and whofe flngle 
brcafts contain the fpirit of nations. And it is to the high, 
firm, and glorious fpirlts, fiidi as Mr, Hambden and Mr» 
W — , that the inhabitants of this country are indebted for 
their exemption from arbitrary taxation of their property, and 
uncertain enjoyment of their perfonal liberty. And ihould 
you in this caufe, gentlemen, as no doubt ycu will, z& with 
the noble zeal of Engliflimen, it muft appear to the public, 
the record muft be graced with it, that a Britifli jury Inflided 
an exemplary fine on the minifter who daringly deprived the 
champion of his country's freedom, of his own liberty. 

How Mr, W— will think proper to apply the partial re- 
muneration of his injuries, becomes not us to enquire; but 
that the noble peer fhould fufFer for his mifcondu6b, by a pe-^ 
cuniary mul<S^, is of the higheft importance to us, and due 
in juftice to Mr. W — .• It has been aflced by my learned 
brother in his ufual vein of pleafantry, and to relieve your 
jpirits, after fo long and ferious attention, whether Mr.. W—r 
would build a church or eitA an altar to liberty ? Yes, he 
will raife an altar to liberty, in the roeftiofy of ail friends of 
the conftitution; you gentlemen, will have the honour of 
^(Tifting him in the glorious work, and your names will be 
infcribed upon it. 

I would not trifle with your time, I would not be fo in- 
Iblent as to fuppofe, that a Middlefex jury would fufpe£l or 
In^agine that it was for bolts, locks, or doors broken, that 
this ^<Stion was brought: That fuch particulars were efti-i. 
mated at 20ol. othcis at 3001. and that the liberty ot Mr. 
W— . was ta be eftimated at 500I. The valuation of liberty 
^8 new to the law< The cOiiftit\ition of the counts of law 
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6x no vake upod the liberty of individuals^ any more than 
good citizens can eftimate at any price, the liberty of the 
public. 

It has been infmuated, that Mr. W— has not purfued 
;writh aflivity, thofe who have been guilty of this encroach- 
ment upon his liberty. But on the contrary^ I am perfuaded^ 
and affirm, and truft that you too wili be convinced^ that 
Mr. W— took every ftep to accelerate the caufe, and that 

lord H took every poffible ftep to retard the caufe. 

After iffues upon iflues accumulated upon him for frtiall fums; 

n^y lord H has been dragged into court as a delintjuent 

for 500K As long as the record of outlawry fubfifted, no 
farther ftep could be taken by Mr. W— ; that outlawry has 
been lately reverfed, and we have now, after all the unavoid- 
able delays of law, afiifted by the authority of privilege, 
happily brought this delinquent to anfwerto you for his con- 
dud, and to make fome fatisfaftion for his injuftice. 

I am charged with attributing to my lord H — — , perfonal 
malipe againft Mr. W— without proof. The idea the law 
has annexed to malice, is a depraved mind, exerting itfelf 
againft perfons who have really offered no injury, or none 
adequate to the refentment kindled and burfting out into 
adion againft them. And. the court always fuppofes that 
kind of malice, where no fufficient caufe of mal-treatment 
appear^. It muft therefore be either malice againft W — , or 
depraved motives againft the conftitution itfelf, which prompt- 
ed and impelled the noble peer to the enormities that have 
been difcovcfed and demonftrated to you by the evidence 
equally of defendant and plaintiff. 

Mr, W— arretted, the cuftody is almoft inftantaneoufly 
changed, and he is fent with amazing expedition to ftrift and 

clofe confinement to the Tower. Mr. W b fays, fuch 

direftions were given by lord E ■ t in the prefence of lord 

H , filent and unoppofing, as ftiocked even him, from 

which conduS we muft infer, malice; and fuch malice ap- 
pears of all fizes, in the procedure of the defendant, as evince 
his adion to have been entirely under the malignant authority 
of that pafBon. 

The North Briton is charged in the firft warrant as trea- 
fonable; afterwards, that fevere appellation was dropped : 
Why then,. but to warrant and juftify an intention to treat 

Mr. W — with feverity, was it ever affumed ; their J s 

it feems had followed the'courfe of precedents; they had pre- 
vioufly taken the opinions of 'the attorney and folicitor ge- 
neral, and how far they could opprefs Mr. W — was the 
conftant fubjeil of their conferences after his arreft. « 

Vol; V. . X X No 
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Nohard&tfs it is faid, was occafioned by this warrant; 
yet under this very identical warrant were W— 's papers 
fei^ed, by means of which papers, fo illegally obtained, the 
noble peer and aflbciate, have perfecuted him even to the 
jrutn of his fair hopes and expectations in life, of his fortune, 
and, at this moment, he is imprisoned m confequence of it. 

It would have become the fecretaries to have fent for him, 
made him all the amends in their power, and to have dif- 
charged him from his confinement; but they, artfully and 
difingenuoufly, offered to bail him, when they knew he was 
in confinement under an illegal warrant. 

For fear the meaning of clofe confinement Ihould not be 
fufficientty ui\derftood at the Tower, a particular verbal ex- 
planation was fent by tbefe humane fecretaries, of what they 
defired his confinement ihould be; and what kind of im- 
prifonment did they direA? Even that of the moft atrocious 
ftate-prifoner; the fuppofed author of a libel was ordered to 
the confinement of a traitor ; to fee no friends, no relations ; 
to be prevented from making proof of his innocence, for 
want of advice; and when the rigour of his confinement was 
relaxed, and foftened, as they ftile it ; to be able to com- 
municate nothing in confidence to his friends, to his lawyers; 
but every word and adion muil pafs the obfcrvation of two 
officers of the Tower. 

Such was the confinement to which Mr, W— was doomed 

by lord H ; but this mode of imprifonment has been 

exercifed, we are told, in a more tyrannical degree, than Mr. 
W — experienced. I take it for granted, that thofe prece- 
dents of warrants for clofe imprifonment, which have been 
produced in fuch clouds, are juft; and I do moreover believe, 
that there is not a fpecies of tyranny which may not be war- 
ranted by the pra£tice of the fecretary of ftate's office; but 
if thcfe precedents were his guides, the noble peer had little 
of the fpirit of an Englifliman, if, at the fight of f »ch, he- 
did not flart and refufe to follow them. If thefe precedents 
were unknown to him, and the form new, the offence againft 
the law was entirely bis own, and he muft be confidercd as 
the author of the precedent; by which condu<ft he has raifed 
and introduced a fpirit of exaitii nation, that will exert itfelf 
iji cenfuring him, becaufe it is plain he governed himfelf by 
rules inconfiflent Vith the laws of this country; and will 
fligmatize the fecretary's office, becaufe we now fee it is the 
cuftom of that office to purfue methods deftruftive of every 
barrier, which the wifdom ol our,anceflors interpofed be- 
tween the power of the crown, and the liberty of the people* 

Thefc 
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Thcfe Tiiles and cuftoms, the noble peer hath follovi^ed; 
nor does he give any rcafonable hopes, that if it were in his 
power, he would not obferve the fame again; he expreffes no 
cornpua(Sion, he does not confefs, that he has a(Slcd upon 
miftaken principles. But even if he had exprefled concern 
for the injury he has done, if he had not made an offer of 
indemnification at the fame time, you would not have ac- 
c-cpted of fuch repentance. 

We all know upon whom the cxpence will light of in- 
demnifying Mr. W — for the injury he has received from the 
laws which the noble peer takes for his i;ule of conduft; that 
they arc not the laws of this country we all know likewife; 
yet fiich has been the oeconomv of the treafury, and fuch 
the obftinacy of the noble defendant, that I am firmly con- 
vinced, that loOjOOol. would have been gladly expended to- 
wards maintaining them. 

But I hope and believe thefc things will be enquired into* 
fhortly in ar proper place; you too, gentlemen of the jury, 
in your province, in forming a verdicS, will provide, that it 
may be an inftrudive example to poftericy, by giving vin- 
^i(ftive damages, which go hand in hand with exemplary 
juftice. 
' ' ' ' ' 1 1 . ■ ■■ | . ^ - ^ ,,,, .- - ; 

Extraa of a Letter from Dr. L s, 3femhr for l5«ublini 

upon phe pnfent critical fvtuation of Ireland. 

S I R, 
*' A7"»OU have prptty emphatically pointed but thc'ftateof 
X other countries in Europe, as well as your own : 
you feem not at all to confider the relation this country bears 
to four's, their mutual connexion and dependence upon each 
other, and the moral' certainty, that one kingdom muft fooner 
or later be involved in the fate of the ot?her: yet yqu appear 
not at all to confider the dangec you muft be in, when your 
neighbour's houfe is on fire, and make no provifion againft 
the infeftion of that worft of contagious diftempers, flave^'y^ 
though it rages in a neighbouring ftate, intitled to the fame 
civil and religious liberty with yow. 

" Ireland is, at this day, in a more critical fitaation, than 
ihe has been in at any period of the hiftory ^ that l^ino-dom 
iince the reign of Henry II. The national debt i« exceffive, 
principally incurred to pay a fet of penfioners, m'oft of them 
ftrangers, if not enemies, to the eftabliftment/ Since the 
revolution, the people have never paid left than twelve thou- 
sand forces, and bffcn more: though in ttmcs of general waf 
and Scottifh rebellion, they were not left hajf the number 
,ibey paid fcMfthw defence: yet, thofe who defrauded them of 

: ' ^ X 2 th^ 
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the forces paid for their (afety, and who now make {he mi- 
litary eftablifhment the mod expeofive in ^Europe, having 
Kttle lefs than one officer to every three men, are demanding 
;in augmentation of the military; and ^ough they failed in 
the moft violent and unjuft attempt the laft, boaft of the 
certainty of their fuccefs this feiEon : and .all this, while the 
proteftants are begging to be formed into a militia; while the 
chief governor looks upon himfelf and choofes to be confw 
dered only as head of the military; while the moft daring out- 
rages are committed by the foldiery in every part of *he king- 
dom, the capital not excepted; where the fheriff has beea 
parried a prifoner to the barracks, by the foldiers; where the 
king's gaol has been more than once broke open, and all the 
criminals difcharged by the foldiery, at noon-day, with im- 
punity, as to. the civil power; and this only for the magif- 
frates prefuming to commit foldiers to prifon for riots and 
other breaches of the law. If this horrid prcjedl: fucceeds, 
can England be fafe? can the colonies be free? • 

^' Much more may be offered tofhew you the wretched ftatc 
of the nation. If this threatened augmentation takes place, 
we Ihall be in as bad. a ftate as the Gorficaqs, who fo juftly 
move your compafTion. To fecure fuccels to this deftru<Skive 
fcheme, the chief governor, lafl: fei&on^ aiTured the city by 
pne of its members, that he bad no orders to propofe an aug-f 
mentation, hoped he Ihould have none, as the city and its 
members were fo averfe to it; but if he fliould be obliged to 
propofe fuch a fcheme, it fliould firft be imparted to the city 
member. Yet, when he and others were, by this and fuch 
like artifices, taken off their guard, at the clofe of a feiTionj 
the projed was opened and propofed by a Scotch fecretary, 
but happily for you, as well as for us, then reje£led.-rT-It i$ 
now afferted, that they arc refolved to carry the meafurq 
through. 

** You loudly and juftly complain of the petition of the 
Livery of London being coldly and flighUy received .rr-What 
woiiid you have thought if the fovereign refufed to receive 
your petition ?-r-Yet this • has been the cafe here, ^ though the 
petitign was of the utmoft importance to the proteftant in- 
tereft, and to the very exiftence of this and the principal 
cities in the kingdom; for the king's Jieutenant pofitively re* 
fufed to receive it, though offered by th^ city member, and 
afterwards by the Iprd mayor, fliepffs, and all the corpora- 
tions. ... ' ^ ■ 

" Thus are the people of Ireland treated, though by law 
and right as ffcc as you, And furely when a civil confti- 
ii^tipp, fjramed and eftablifhed upon the fame footing, and 
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After the fame model with that of England, is thus broken 
»nd reduced^ how fdon the fame craft and force may be ap* 
plied to overfet your eftablifliment, with mpre certain fucceft 
may be eafily conceived. It is your part to fet up beacons,- 
to draw lines of circumvalladon, and ward off as long as 
poffible, the peftilence of flavery, nurtured under a military 
government in this ill-fated country, - 

Dublin^ OSl. Your's, 

27,1769. ' HIBERNICUS* 

» I.-..- — . ■ > II ■ ■■ ' * " ■■ ' ■ ■ fc^i-.. ■ ■ — 

jl genuine J^etter 4iddreffeJ is the Duke of Grafton, hy a certain 
great Man^ in the Year \'j6'j. 
My Lord, 

YOUR fate having led you to the moft diftinguiftied honoort 
that any fubjed can afpire to, admittance to tk© clofet of 
your fovcreign ; permit me, as a lover of my king and countryi 
to point out a few hints, which in your numerous avocations, 
jnay poffibly have efcaped your recolledion, 

A free people are conftantly jealous of their rights; a wife 
king will preferve to them thofe rights, by firch maxims, as will 
fully eftablifh his own. A virtuous minifter will endeavour td 
cultivate and unite thefe reciprocal obligations. The great mif- 
fortune of our Englifli princes., has been their indolent fubmiffioii 
to the name^ without the leaft attempt to difcharge the duties 
of a fovereign. At the begining of their reigns all is fmoothnefs, 
all is joy and felicity. But the fun-fhine, unfortunately, is fel- 
dom of long duration. . Clouds of jealoufy arife, and the whole 
^tmofphere of government is foon filled with noxious vapours ; 
which caufe heart-burnings, animofities, party and perfonal al- 
tercations, that are felt, even in the inmofl: receffesof the royal 
palace; eife6ts that too frequently arife from the nobleft caufev 
^ thirft of liberty* 

What is a King ? Only the firft and chief magiftrate, who 
^6ls in a fuperior degree to the reft. All dignities, all honourj? 
flow from the crown ; a power to beftow, that, exclulive of any . 
other, wQuld give a prince fufficent authority throughout his do^ 
ininions ; . but a King of England has many prerogatives ; he hall 
the glorious privilege of pardoning offences, and rewarding great 
^6iions ; while the odious, or at leafl the fevere parts of jurifdic- 
tion. punifhn^ent and condemnation, are allotted to his oiHcers ; 
to himfelf alone is left the god-like attribute of mercy aud for*, 
givenefs. From hence, perhaps, .kings have thought themfelves 
^s reprefentatives of God ; would to God tlrey would think them- 
felves reprefenta^ves of the people ! 

Begin firft, my lord, to conquer and fubdue your own paffion$ 
^nd prejudices, and then attempt thofe of your mafter ; point 
out, to him with candor and iincerity, the love he ought to have 
for parliaments, but above all things, that thofe parliaments bio 
free. In all treaties and allian<?es, keep Great Britain for ever 

uppermoft 
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eppennoft in yoar thoughts and remember always, that kings of 
England are only born for the good of their fubjedts. — ^— *" 
Study his honour, correal his errors, and, above all things* 
guard him from flattery ; guide his leifure to manly employments 
and rational amufements, fo as to preferve him from the eoerva- 
vating delicacies of acourt. In your mini fieri al capacity forget all 
private connexions and party faXipns ; defpifeallbut the friends 
©f your country ; be bold in every thing, where confcience docs 
not oppofe your career ; remember always, that Great Britaia 
is an ifland, and that nature, by detaching it from tne continent, 
bas rendered our fituation particularly fortunate ; and has pointed 
cut to OS, in what element our chief ilrength and fupport is pla- 
ced. Cherifli, upon all ocealions, our feamen, and be watch- 
ful of our naval armaments. Ever oppofe, with youi* whole 
intcTeft, a greater number of land'forccs thaii arc abfoktely nc* 
ceflary. A fovercign in full poflTeffion of the afFeftions of his 
fttbjcils, will never iland in need of foldiers to defend hiro ; he 
need not fear a competitor, nor can domeftic dangers alarm hin». 
lie will ea{i1y dilHnguiih which of the powers upon the continent 
4L"chis natui-al and political enemies, and which are fo iituaied 
as to require his frtndfhip and alliance. He wilj never lofe fight 
r^f the neceilary improvements and encouragements in trade, both 
At home, and to his colonies, and upon all occafions he will 
caxefulJy attend to the remedying of grievances and complaints^ 

I am, &c. 



Ott f^e three Capital Grievances cf the Natioif* 
SIR. 

JXis a matter of wonder to me, that the nation, orfo great a 
4>arf of it, as fcems now to be agitated, fhould be fo very much 
^larm^ at one grievance, that of the exdufion of Mr. Wilkes 
from a feat in parliament; while points of a fliU morein<erefting 
iB^iuie, ,havc4*cen tamely fubmitted to by the ^wkole nation itfelf. 
.The three capital grievances, under whkh it has long groaned, 

^rc the gradjaal corruption ofp t,by placemen and pen- 

iiontrs ; the flow augmentation ,of a' {landing army, and the vaft 
^Lccumulatioii of ijbe public debt. Thefe are evils, fo little 
foxeiet^n at the r^eyoj^ution, fo little to be fufpe^ed of gaining 
-any eftablifhment among ;us, in fo fhort a fpace of time as four- 
fcore years, that a man would have been reputed mad, who 
iliould have ventured to^ijrit the danger or probability offuch 

/events, even at a much lo&ger diftance of time. Such, 

Jhowever, is the uncertainty -ar}d £u£luation of human aFairs, 
fuch is, and has been, the gcnei'al difpofidon of government, 
;to depart from the principal end of its own inftitution, that 
« has, even i^ince that period, been jtdopting the very meafures 
^hat would have prevented any revolution in favour of civil or 
religious liberty from falling out in this, or any kingdom. 

Had James the fecond been fupported -by a parliament, filled 
with placemen from the army and navy, with lawyers, and the 
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ions of noblemen; had his minifters beeii guarded by a (land- 
ing army ; had fo many thoufand families been attached to tke 
crown, from fo great a public debt, who would have dared to have 
bppoied his meafures, however dcfpotic and unconftitutional ? 
From what fource then, has fuch a calm fubmilfion to thefe 
three grievances arifen ? From what infatuation has it happened, 
that a whole nation ftiould, with fuch meeknefsandpufillanimity, 
lit patient for a feries of years, and fee fuch evils gradually grow- 
ing to th^ir prefent dangerous magnitude, and torget, that the 
revolution itfelf, fo mucn boafted of, as the aera of real liberty, 
could never have been alFeded, had the king been at that time 
Cipported by ttiefe pillars of tyranny and oppreffion. The na- 
tion is now under great alarm from the m — 1 power in ex- 
pelling one member, under circumftances, thiit perhaps may not 
happen in a century; and yet this nation, compofcd of fo many 
men of A;nfe, as well as of large property in it, has never uni- 
^d its efforts, has never been roufed from its.abjeft tamenefe, to 
pppofe the influence and dominion of miniflers over p — — -ts,* 
by their myrmidons^ their ftahding army of placemen and penfion-i 
ers, on their right hand and on their left. The nation, fo wife, 
fo fpirited, fo jealous of liberty, (as it is proclaimed by every 
mouth) has beheld the public debt increasing, from one million 
to one hundred and forty millions; it Jias fubruitted to this 
mortgage upon itfelf, and its pofterity. Can this be called a fedi- 
tious and turbulent people? It is a peacaWe, a meek, a gentle race. 
This kingdom, which has fought fo many battles, and fhed fo 
much blood for its dear idol, liberty, has looked on the gradual 
enlargement of a ftanding army, with paffivenefs, with indif- 
ference, with flupidity. It has calmly beheld the officers of this 
dangerous eflablilhment, to which the jufl rights of all nations/ 
at this day, arc facrificed, entering the great council of the king- 
dom, and becoming the eafy tools of the reigning minirter. i» 
it not a patient people? It has feen annual parliaments con- 
verted to triennial ; triennial voted feptennial ; it may fee fepten- 
nial become perpetual, chat is, durante 'vita. It has been amufcd 
with a wonderful piece of p—tary felf-d^nial and conde- 
fceniion ; members of that body, accepting a place, vacate their 
feats, and are certain of reinflating themfelv^s by the fame venal 
mean that firfl fixed them there. This infolent chicanery, this 
folemn farce, has not been fo much complained of, as the loli- 
tary violation of its rights in the expullion of one man, whofe 
prefence could have done very little good to the nation, and 

as little evil to the m y. For what wonder could the 

voice and ability of the moft honcft and unfufpedted patriot bring 
about, among fuch a numerous band of faithful and moft obe- 
dient humble fervants of the miniiler? Yet all thefe political 
evils, of the firlt magnitude and danger to any ftate, have not 
bred fuch apprehenfions and alarms through ^the nation, though 
of lon^ ftanding, as one falfe or doubtful m;'afure has diflemina- 
^ed through the kingdom. 

My 
I 
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My l^nowIcJge of hiftory in general, and that'bf my own cotfiM 
, tl^ in particular, has con^rmed me in a fixed jeaknify ofminifter# 
o7 ftate : they have been the worft ibrt of rulers, and have al-< 
moft univeffally abufed their borrowed power, to the prejudice of 
the millions of fathers, and heads of families, from whom alone 
their matters themfclves derive all their dominion, greatnefs 
^nd wealth. T admire and applaud the love of one's country ; 
the principle is great and noble ; nor can it be weakened or de- 
ftroyed by falfe pretences, or by bafe deiertions, while this fhall 
remain a plain truth, that the peace, fafety^ and profperity of 
aaillions, ought to be preferred to the grandeur, floth and luxury 
*of a few families. This laiHs the truefadion in any kingdom: 
againft which, the many muft watch with a jealous eye, if they 
would preferve the fallaJium of civil liberty, equal laws and free 
enjoyment of the fruits which their own labour and induftry have 
earned. I have now pointed out grievances truly' national, and 
the reproach and difgraceof this kingdom, and that falfe fyllcm 
of politics purfued for near a century. And 'tb againft thefe fun- 
damental evils, I would wifh to animate every bread; and to 
infpire Britons with a generous feeling, and an honeil indignation 
i^ainfl all men and all meafures, that aim not at the removal of 
them. And fureJy it became all the petitioners to prefs thefe points 
home in this conjundure ; and if a noble fpirit is kindled among 
us for oppofing arbitrary miniflers» it fhould catch this occafion 
cf remonftrating againil fuch enormous evils, which have reduced 
this great, this, wife, this brave nation, to the flate of a noble* 
man, who pays as much intereii for bonds and mortgages, as was 
wont to difcharge the cxpences of his houihold $ which has funk 
the civil magiliracy into a name, a fhadow of authority, to raife 
the military power into a dangerous intrulioh and oljicious inter- 
poiition, in cafes where a good police would not want their help ; 
and which, for the completion of our difgrace, has changed the 
great cnuncil of the nation, into the cabal of one man, a premier ; 
who is juft as infolent and infallible among his junto, as the" pope 
i% among his cardinals. When thefe capital grievances are he- 
drcfTed, and government is brought back to thofe firft principles, 
which the revolution endeavoured to eilablifli as the trxit ground 
of aH future meafures in this kingdom ; and which every fet of 
minifters (to the fhame of this nation) hatfi dared to violate from 
that time to this ; when petitioners from counties and cities (and 
if poffible from boroughs too) fhall have the fpirit to name and ' 
infift on the fpeediell means to annihilate thefe opprefiions, I (hall 

rejoice, greatly rejoice, thatthe rafhnefs of this prefent m y 

in expelling one man, has opened the eyes of a whole kingdom, 
to fee its danger and provide a remedy for all its evils. My for- 
tune, (which is not fmall) I would with alacrity facrifice for the 
great end of attaining fuch general lafling good, as the entire 
extinftion of thefe opprobrious grievances would confer on my 
country. Lex Naturje & Gentium. 

No. I. The Temple, Oa. 26. , • 

N. B. My anfwer to a borough, which ofFeied me its favour 
upon conditions, fhall be given as nearly as I can recoliedl, in 
my next number, ^^ S 1 R. 

dbyCoogle 
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SIR, ^ ^ , 

IPromifed yott tbe fpccch I made to an offer of a bofough upoii 
terms pfopofed bjr a few leaders ; among which number were 
aiic attdrtiey* (the uftml agent in fach dirty work) an apothecary, 
and a baker, the prefent mayor, I deiired them to meet me with 
the other freemeni at the principal inn in U^e town. Wheq they 
were aflembled, I addrefTed them to^he purport following : 
" Gentlemen, 

** You cannot be ignorant, that your borough has been openly 
charged with the greateft venality, and within a few years public^ 
ly convi£led of it. The propofals which you have made to me^ 
carry the fame iiamp and fpirit of corruption, only it is cloake4 
over with the pious pretence of giving; a fum of money toward^ 
the enlargement and maintenance otan hofpital for decayed 
tradefmen, and for the endowment of a free fchool. Thefc termis 
would have met with the readieft approbation of my heart at any 
other* time, or on any other account than the prefent. I was ear* 
ly taught by the living examples of the beft of parents (of whofe 
beneficence this neighbourhood was many years witnefs) to em*' 
ploy my fortune in generous afts of compaflion ; fo jth^t I hope 
1 wanted not the fpur and incentive of the honour you intend t9 
confer, to urge me to fuch inHiances of benevolence, as ;the two 
ulefiil ini!itutions carry in themfejves. But I am refolvod ni^vt^ 
to do any thing that ihould have the le&ft tendency to influence 
your votes, or to bear the moft diftant jfufpicion of dandeftine 
corruption. My father lived near your town, refpedcd and be« 
Joved for a courfc of years ; you never offered the fame mark of 
confidence and favour to him, which you have done to me. You 
might probably think, that his honeJl and independent fpirit would 
accept of no overtures from you. You think perhaps that my in^^ 
•tegrity is not of fo firm a texture as his was acknowledged .to be^ ' 
and thetefbre in this cswly ftage of life, ambition and interefi: might 
make a readier impreffion upon me. Let me then fuppofe, that 
I was your member : Am I the reprefent;ativ.e of yoor perfons and 
property, as well as of your fenfe and judgment? Am I to adb 
by inftrudions from you, as a ftcward ought by thofe of his maf» 
ter ? Or are you implicitly to confide both in my difcerament 
and fidelity? Am I to reckon myfelf wifer than you all, or t9 
receive upon every important ^oint your united fentiments and 
decifioh ? You are leniible, that the perfons chofen to reprefen^ 
^ou in the national council, never cohfulted you upon any occar 
fions, but adted as plenipotentaries in their own name ^d .right •! 
of whi(ih conduct I conceive the utmofl abhorrence and contempt. 
For, ill leffer things, is not a fteward to obey the will of Jii? cmi- 
ployer? Are not the officers of every parifli, in affj^irs cf aiiymQ* 
ment, to be directed by the fenfe of the people ? Is a jbilipp con- , 
'fidence expe£bed in either cafe ? If common ftt^fs cgndn^ls th^s 
trivial matters in a comparative view, from what i&itaUty flows 
the folly of fabmitting all your righti^i your jpdgmyeat and pro- 
Yot.V, Yy • V^^^f 
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perty to others, who are either yoar (ervants, or your mafters ? 
Under one of thefe relations they muft Hand. If they be your ttt' 
Yants, why do they not receive yoar opiAion and judgment, 
upon the great c|ue(lion8 annually brought before the parliament? 
And if you conftitute them your makers, /ui juris ; they muft then 
be unaccountable to you for their conduct. But where is the need 
of conveying all you have into their hands ? And when have they 
Openly and expltc^y told you, that they.fhall regard themfelves at 
quite exempt from all power and diredion from you, as ibon 
as you have given them a delegation to the fenate ? Believe me, 
gentlemen, mat I fhould look upon myfelf as the reporter of 
your fenfe and judgment on fuch important motions as return 
every year for deliberation. I ihould not think it a fufficient plea 
to urge, as it is commonly done, that my confcience is not to' be 
tontrouled by your opinion : for this declaration bears the fame 
abfurdity as that of a fteward or agent protefting, that he could 
not, in things lawful, obey the order ofhis employer, who mull 
be the principal fufferer in cafe of giving hunful inftru6tions. Hid 
the eleded confidered themfelves as agents and Rewards for the 
public ; or had the public duly refleded on the folly of an implicit 
confidence in their own iervants, (for common fenfe, the tefl of 
all true opinions, can place them in no other relation) would not 
ieach borough, city, and county, have given their exprefs fenti- 
ments concerning the greateft objedls of government, and the 
lieavieft burdens of the whole people i Would, in fuch a cafe, 
a ftanding army of the firft magnitude, have been flowly andjearly 
rifing over our heads, and as furely voted neceflary, as it came^lte* 
fore the grand council of this nation f Would not a more nume- 
tous militia have been thought a fafer, a more honourable, and 
even a more formidable eflablifliment to real enemies ? And can* 
not the wifdom of this kingdom contrive it to be as little expen- 
iive as that of Switzerland ? H^d not the people forgot their na- 
tural weight and importance, would their deputies have ventured 
to extend annual parliaments to triennial, to feptennial ? Such 
an alteration required as univerfal a convention, as that which 
ratified magna Charta. If the primary end of government had 
been kept in view, or the principles of the revolution been pre* 
ferved pure, would placemen in any department of the ftate, 
have taken. their featm the council of the nation, but asfervants 
to that council, ready at its call to give aU the. information, 
that their Offices enable them to give. If chancellors of the 
exchequer, attornies and Solicitors-general, mailers of the or- 
dinance, generals, colonels, admirals and captains, have time to 
fpare from their particular flations, why may they not be com- 
manded by the public, to be prefent ex officio^ on account of their 
office, to inform the fenate in any points required, and yet be ex- 
cluded ^m voting ? Had the parliament yet continued annual, 
'and had the people retained the fenfe of their own importance, 
which alone confers dignity and charadler on its reprefentatives, 
they mufthave felt this limple truth, that myriads mull haveajmore. 
enlargedexperience of things^ thana few deputies could pretend to, 
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«'Iii fach a Hate of things, the public debt would not have fwol- 
len from million to million , to the height of fwal lowing upas much 
money for intereft only» as with faithful oeconoroy of the national 
treafure would have been fufficient for the expences of the whole 
fiate. Such grievances could not have exiiled ; or, if they had, 
under fuch circumftances, we had been a bafer race of men than 
a lively and very ingenious * writer has defcribed us, and ihould 
have deferved the heavieft yoke of flavery, with which it is the 
misfortune of moH nations to be born, and to find it placed on 
their backs from the firft breath. But, in the prefent poilure of 
affairs, when the rcvtrfe of this has taken place, and the right of 
prefcription too, what could my vbice do, were you the mofk un- 
corrupt fet of men in the kingdom I 1 might fpeak to the walls 
with as much effeft, as exped the genuine principles of true go* 
vernment, founded on common fenfe and univerfal reafon, to b« 
heard among fuch a band of placemen, dependents, and expec« 
tants. A fituation Jike this, would fill my breaft with an honeft 
indignation, which, though juft and proper, would only embit- 
ter my life, without the leaft utility to my country. BefiJes this 
painful feeling, to attend this trnfl, 1 muft make many precious 
facriEces of time, place, and money. Thofe hours, which are 
now happily fpentin the pleafing paths of fcience and literature, 
in improving piymind, and raiiing my afFedions by coatempla* 
tion on the great end of my exiilence, aud on the great author of 
all beings ; thefe muft be given up for a fruitlefs and unavailing, 
attendance on that place, where the laws of nature, the primary 
truths and principles of government and religion, (tht only fub- 
je£ls worthy man's deeped ftudy) not diftorted and embarraifed 
py ftate-craft, or prieft-craft, will find a cold reception : and 
where the my Series of law, of ilate, and of political religion, 
(with a my fiery of iniquity working in each) will always be fup- 
ported by numerous advocates, loud and angry in defence of their 
own. idols. I muft exchange too the peaceful fcene of my ru- 
ral feat, which my anceftors have fo much improved by the ufe* 
ful and falutary arts of planting and agriculture, for the fmoke, 
the noife, and diflipation of the town. Nay, even that venera- 
tion and love to my Creator and Saviour, which I have been taught 
from the lips of piy honoured and beloved parents, and which 
have been ftruck deep into my heart from the power of their ex-- 
cellf nt examples j even this duty muft be the fubjefl of ridicule, 
or be fufpeded of defign and hypocrify ; for I have obferved, what ' 
a very worthy and very excellent author fays to be true, that among 
our very fine folks, we fee as little regard to our Maker, in their 
public and private behaviour, in their families, in their mofl re. 

(ired converiation, as travellers and fea captains report of the in. 

habitants of the Cape. I muft live there a flranger to the genu. 

in^ feelings of my nature. Impft affed the narrow fentlments of 

•iW*«P"^^i*«-»i"^W < I II II , _ 

? The adventures of an Atom. 
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t nan of bonoar, intlie place of tbecompivbenfire' ditties of 
all booeft man. I muft feein to acknewledge God only by ftealtb ; 
be as referved in belief of bis glorious providence, and of bis 
love ta mankind in bis revcfaled v^ill,. as if it uas the figii of a 
weak onderftanding, or tbe index of a bad bean. Tbe money 
ifHiieb I toow beftow on ilie nobleft offices of bnmanity, mnft 
be txwendod on pnrpofes^ that will rob mc of the immediaie and 
j^fined pleafnres refakiac; from every ad of benevolence, as well 
at weaken tbatfacred and exalted hope, which tells me, that I am 
paying with bis own gifts, tbejuft debt of love and gratitvde to 
the great donor of all things ; who will alfo, from bis infinito 
boanty» lofsk npon thefe ads of duty as a kind of clatn for ^r^ 
fed happinefs in another life. Pray, gentlemen, for what am I 
to refign tbefe valuable enjoyments and comforts of ny bemg ? I 
am Tcady to ferve my country : I lote it by inlHnd, and by rea- 
fon too: I would with the firreatell readinds devote my time and 
fortune, if I thought myfclt capable of rendeiing it any «£bdaal 
fervicc, but, at prefent, I could do tbe public no good ; for, 
nnlefs a reformation in the greateft political evils before pointed 
out, led the way, nothing fbould invite me to have any connec* 
tions with the ftate. Perhaps my idea of reformation may be too 
perfed for this age, fb void of real patriotifm, though it be not 
built on peculation, but on that which has been, and therefore 
may be again. And indeed no reafon can be found againft the 
attempt, but the moft ftupid of all, that wrong, very wrong mea« 
fures muft be purfued, becaufe they have a kind of facrednefs 
thrown over them by their old age of feventy years. I fhall now 
^ake my Iqave of you with one piece of friendly advice : As I 
would not enfnare your confciences by any mental reiervation, 
or equivocating oath for the beft place under the government; fo 
I will not be fo bafe as to do it to ferve you. I advife yon then 
to put tbe higheft value on your peace of mind, and let not the 
gold of any man, like your fehres, with only ten fingers and ten 
toea, buy you to praJftitute your charader as men, your greater 
name as chriftians. For no man will dare to bribe you, but he 
that intends to {ervc himfelf at your and your country's expence; 
and who moft heartily defpiies you, while lie is paying you the 
faul wsiges .of venality, of'perjury before God, your judge, and 
Sovereign." 

The attorney, when I had ended, faid, that I was a worthy 
and good gentleman, and that be wiihed the hou& was filled with 
only fuch men as myfelf; but be doubted thene was not a^nunv- 
ber fuificientin the whole kingdom for that purpofe. I thanked 
Kim for his good, opinion,, and retited, leaving them to that re- 
fledion and confufion, which fo oneypeded a ipcech muft aatu* 
rally throw them into. 

Lex Nati^iue k Gsntiu^i*. 

Ko. 2. Temple, Nov. 4* 

POLITICAL 
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POLITICAL INTELLrClIJCE- 

, A difpute having arifen at Bofton in New England, and fotnfLvi* 
blent proceedings having enfued thereupon which are very alarming, 
and tend to ihew that there is an irreconcilable animofity Tub** 
lifling between the ofScers of the revenue and fome of the prin^ 
cipal inhabitants, we have thought proper to record in oar regif^ 
ter, the nK)ft interelting circumuances in the narratives of the con-* 
tending parties not doubting but our readers will have frequent 
occafion to refer to this tranfaftion before the affairs of New Eng- 
land are finally adjufled. 

From the Majjfackufets Gazette, BoflonCNenv England) Sep. 4. 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

WHEREAS I have full evidence*, that Henry Hultoii^ 
Charles Paxton, William £urch, and John kobinfon, 
£fq«ii<es, hav« frequently and lately treated the charadler of nfl 
jtrue North Americans in a manner that is not to be csuiured, hf 
privately and publickly reprefenting them as traitors and rdbets^ 
and in a general combination to revolt from Great Britain. And 
whereas the faid Henry, Charles, William, a»d John, withoatthitt 
leaft prpvck:ation or colour, have reprefented me, by name, as in- 
imical to the rights of the crown, and difatfefted to his Majefiy; 
to wjioai I annually fwear, and am <ietermined, at all events, >t^ 
bear true and faitliful alkg^iance; for all which general, as well 
as perfonal abufe and iniult, fatisfaRion has been pcr^ally de- 
manded, due warning given, but no fuf&cient anfwer^btained.-«— ^ 
Thefe are therefore hamtbly to deiire the lords commiifioners of hit 
Majefty*« treafury, hi« principal fecretaries of ilate, |>ar^ic4ilarlf 
tny Lord Hillborough, the board of trade, and all others whont 
it may concern, or who may condefeend to i«ad this, to pay no 
kind of regard to any^f the abufive mifreprefentations of fiiefv 
my country, that may be tranfrailted by the faid Henry, Charles^ 
William, and John, or their confederates, ^r they are no moM 
worthy of credit than thofe of Sir Erancis Bernard, of Nettlehamy 
Bart, or any of his rcabal ; which cabal-may be well known from 
the papers in the houic of commons, and at every great o^e ia 
-England. 

.JAMES OTIS. 

* I I I I !■ Ill I I ^ I.I I -f ^ lll» ■ ^ ip 

• TJie evidence here mentioned con-fifts^ ftmpnc;ft other .arti^ 
cles, of depofitions made by Charles -fajctpn and Sje reft pf the 
|)arties to the effeft mpntioned.in this ajdv/srtifejpj^nt, to which arc 
iannexed copies of feme of thefe deppfitioi^s which Mr-, 0\is ha^ 

Procured from London, having been tranfmitted )by r^hc cuftom 
oufe board at Eofton to the Secretary pf St^e /or Amcrk^. They 
are^too long to lind.a place kere, but. the confequ^nces that followed 
the piiblix;^oii of them .^pear inihe igUpv^ing i^ti^lljgence. ^ 
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£«rT]f on Tuefday evening la(l, a difference arofe at the Britjfli 
coffee-boufe in this town, between James Otis, £fq; and John Rob- 
itkfovkf Efq; the latter demanded fatisfadlion for certain expreffions 
in a publication figned by Mr. Otis, in the Bofton Gazette, of 
Monday laft. After a propofal on the part of Mr. Otis to decide 
this controversy by themfelves in a feparate room, which was con^ 
fented to by Mr. Robinfon, very unexpedledly to Mr. Otis, and 
whit^ he was Hiing, Mr* Robinlbn in the prefence of the poblic 
company^ in the coffee- room» atrempted to pull hin^ by the nofe, 
and faiHng in the attempt, he immediately ilruck him with his 
cane, againft which Mr. Otis defended himielf, and returned the 
compliment* A clofe engagement then enfued, and Mr. Otis hac 
ving difarmed his antagonid, feveral perfons in the room fell upon 
Itff . Otis, ibme of whom held him> while others ilruck hi^i with 
Ctttia£es, canes and other weapons, and the general cry was, kiU 
^im i kill him ! A young gentleman, Mr. John Gridley, paffing ' 
by the room, and feeing Mr. Otis treated in fo ungentleman-like 
gad barbarotts a manner, and wii^bout a friend near him, prefl'ed 
Id, and etnieavouring to interpofe, was alfo attacked in the man- 
ner Mr* Otis was, by as many as could come near him, and after 
areibkteandraanly defence ^ himfelf, was at length overpowered 
by nambers. — Bf this time feveral others had got into the room» 
whereupon Mr. Robinfon and thofe who were with him, retired 
through the back-door of the coffee- houfe« — Mr. Otis and Mr. 
Gridley ware carried off much wounded, aud it is thought, had 
«Qt the people come in to their affiilance, the coofeqiienceof this 
mageaerous sffault would have been fatal. The company in the 
iQoa, when }Ar. Otis was firfb attacked, coniifted chiefly of the 
•ficers of the army and the revenue, and it is allowed, without 
contradkUon, that both Mr. Otis and Mr. Gridley acquitted 
themielves with a fpirit and refolution becoming gentlemen and 
anen of honour. 

Mr* Robinfon in his joiliHcation publiihed,inthe fame Gazette, 
an account of a long converfation between him and Mr. Otis, pre- 
vious to the meeting at the coffee-houfe^ and then gives the fol- 
lowing aarrative of the tranfadtion there. 

*< The matter thusrefted until Monday, whenMr Otis^s publica- 
tioi^s appeared in the BoAon Gazette, and country journal, f^ae4 hy 
Umfelf ; upon which I fhall make no further comment* than that 
theymuft be viewed by the impartial world as very injurious to my 
charafler, and derogatory to my reputation ; ana conddering his 
icurrilous treatment of me in particular, few nien, I prelume, 
would be al^le to command themfelves upon fp trying an occafioi^ 
On the evenbg of the next day, Tneldayy I went to the coffee- 
boufe, between the hours of feven and eight, and feeing Mr. Otis 
without a fword, I went into a back room, where I laid mine afidob 
jnd immediately returned into the public room. I then addrefied 
myfelf to Mr Otis« ia thcfe wordsj^ or to this cffe(t« Some days 

ago 
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ago yon wanted' z free conTeriatioii with ine, now I wi&t a (re« 
converfation with you : he immediately flood up in a great rage, 
:ind faid, he was ready to anfwer me in any* manner ; I replied, 
have a little patience*; and let me afk yon, whether i did sot re^ 
peatedly tell you, when we met the other day, ^hat if I had done 
you any injury, I was ready to give you. that fatisfadlioa you had 
a right toexped from a gentleman ? How therefore could yo« 
publiih the account in £des and Gill's paperof yefierday ? It was 
propofed by fome perfons ( his friends, I fuppofe) that we fhoukl 
^o into a room. 1 iaid, that I had been into a room with hiai 
once already; and perceiving that he frequently menaced me 
with his Hick, took him, or at leaft attempted to take him, by the 
nofe. What followed is known to the company, to whom lap. 
peal for the truth. All I can further fay, is, that I verily bdievc 
no man befides myfelf ftruck Mr. Otis, nor ever. o£ered him the 
leaft anfair play (of which ample proof may be produced, if ne^ 
ceifary) though, I am informed, that more than one perion, be^ 
fide^ my antagoniA, attacked me. 

If it fiiould be thought by (bme, that in every part of this traa* 
fa£iioa I am not altogether to be jufUEed; yet, to men who have 
nice fentiments of honour, I fhall not be thought an high oHen*- 
der ; and I hope every one will have fo much candor as to make 
a juH allowance for the frailties of human nature, which cannot 
eaitly bear fuch grofs provocations and indignities. — I even flat- 
ter myklff that Mr. Otis, in his cooler hours, will allow that 
his treatment of me was fuch, as could '' not be endured'' by 
any gentleman. 

JOHN ROBINSON. 
Extras of a Letter from Ptnfacola^ dated Augufi 19, 176^ 
•* T F the Spaniards do not take this province from as, it wi!l 

j[ foon become of confcquence.—— On the 2d inftant arrived 
at New Orleans, General O* Riely, to take polTeffion of Louiii* 
ania for the King of Spain ; they write me, he has brought with 
him 4500 troops; but from the number of tranfports, 1 do'ifot 
fuppofe they could have brought above 2500 or 3000 ;- and if they 
had no intention of employing them anyway elfe, that is too many 
by 2000 We have certain intelligence, that for fome time 

paft, the Spaniards at the Havanna have been tampering with iamh 
of the Creek Indian chiefs, and next month are to have a coa- 
grefs with them at Apaiachicola river. The Spaniards want lan4 
to make a fort there, which if they procure, can make themielVes 
maders of this province when they pleafe, and probably prevail 
on the Indians to go to war with the neighbouring provinces*-— 
It appears, the Spaniards are determined to drive us out of the jJto- 
vince if they can ; they are exceedingly jealous of our being (b 
near the coaft of Mexico; and in cafe of a war, our being able, 
from the fituation of this port, to put an entire ftop to their trade 
in the bay of Mexico.— Moll of the French at New Orleans feem 

determined 
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* J f (feigiiiie d to IcaT^ diat place, and com^ tiid &tt1eoit tbb£de«f 

. I.oD<h>n« l/ovemier* 5. Letter from Cadiz pofitively affirm» that 
• fecrei eiepedttion is on the point of being put in execttdon bf 

•faecoHtrtof Spain. 

By a gentleman wh6 bas lately been at Toalon,' we are infor- 
MBtd, that diey are working ivith the greateft diligence, to raife 
m ^rlniiabk fleet* The gentlemaa landed from Italy, and in go* 
hkz throttgh the port, counted fevenceen new (hips of tlie line 
^ttlte finifl^d, befides a number of frigates. Being known to be 
Snglifii, he was detained a quarter of an'konr in the Italian Fe- 
Ittcca before he was allowed to land, ;and as foon as he landed 
was led to the gtiardhoufe and detadned there until a grenadier 
came to oondu^kin to the commandant* Daring his ftay in the 
f naidhoiife, he was not fuilered to go near the door, and was made 
to retire, and not with French politenefs, firom (he window whici 
look^ towards the port. 

Sth* ThefolloiJoing Account of the hffroiuBimof the Lord Mayor to thi 
Lord High Chancellor ^ may he defended on. 

When the recorder met his lordlhij) at the lord chaiiccllor's, 
tad was to prefent him for approbtition with an ealogium on his 
charaAer, as is ufnal upon fuch occafions, the city orator deliTered 
liimfelfexaaiyin the foilowng words : 

*♦ My lord, I beg leave to prefent for your lordfliip^s approba- 
tion, Mr. Alderman Beckford, who has been elefted lord maypr1)y^^ 
the livery of the city of London, audiapproved by the court of al- 
dermen, notwithilaQding he is rendered incapable of ezercifing 
the office, by an exprefo bye-law of the city." To, this my lord 
chancellor anfwered pretcy nearly as follow^ : 

** Notwithftanding the Angularity of ^his introdu£Uoo, I ha\ie 
the pleafure of being able to give an intire appiobation of the 
prefent choice of the city of London. The repeated eledion of 
Mr. Beckford to the high office of lord mayor, is a mod honour- 
able circumftance for him ; and the long knowledge I m^felf have 
liad of him, makes me think the choice of fuch a magiilrate re- 
flet honour on his electors. Mr. Beckford's condud with regard 
to the public, and the independency he has always maintained, has 
eilabliihed his charader for Integrity, to which I am glad to £nd 
the citizens of London have affixed their feal.'' 

9th. This day the worthy and truly patriotic lord mayor, the 
right honourable William Beckford Efq. was fworn into his high 
office with the ufual fblemnity at Weilminfler ; and on his return 
to Black Fryars, his lordihip was conducted to Guildhall, amidil 
:th0 joyful acclamations of his fellow citizens, who feemed to vie 
with each other, in the tefiimony they gave him of their fignai 
approbation of his public conduct, and. of their veneration for his 
private charader. The proceffion was fplendid, but not fo ex- 
.tenfive as ufual, owing to the ill-judged abfence of mod of the 
aldermen ; but his lorcffhip had the happinefs to read ihe fenti- 
inentsof the body of the people, in the hearty congratulations he 
received from the real friends of their country. 

The 
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The carl of Temple, the lord chancellor and the two iberiA 
partook of the diilinguiihed applaufe of the citizens on this joyfuf 
occaiion. 

1 1 th. yeflcrday morning came on in thecourt of common plea?,' 
in Weftminller-Hall, the long depending and important trial be- 
tween John Wilkes, Efq ; and the earl of Hallifax, which lafted 
from nine- in the ^morning, till eight in the evening, when the 
jo y, after being out of court near three quarters of an hour^ 
returned, and brought in a verdift forNJr. Wi?ke9, and 4000I. da- 
mages. Lord Weymouth and Lord Rochfort attended about an* 
hour in the morning, with fome papers relative to the trial, and 
Jtfter being alked a few queftions retired. The right honourable 
Lord Temple, Humphry Cotes Efq ; and Arthur Beardmore, were 
^he principal evidences for the plaintiff; and Philip CarteretWebb, 
Efq; late folicitor to the treafury; Lovel Stanhope, Efq; law 

Slerk, and Mr. Watfon, a meffengcr, were examined in behalf of 
ic defendant. The council for Mr Wilkes, were Mr. Serjeant 
Glyn, Mr. Serjeant Leigh, and Mr. Davenport. — Attorney, Mr, 
Reynolds, under-iherifF, Council for Lord Hallifax. — The Ser- 
jeants, Davy, Whitaker, and Nairs. The jury after giving their 
verdift, were much infulted by the numerous affembly, who had 
crowded into the hall, on account of their bringing in the dama- 
ges but one fifth part of the fum laid to in theindiSment. 

The following article has been the fubjedi of much debate, the 
indemnification of the fervants of the crown for the errors they 
may" commit in office, out of the public treafury, has raifed 9 
frefti outcry again ft the meafures of government ; but we are afraid 
the old plea of precedent, for time out of mind, will be urged as 
an excufe for this meafure, and to this perhaps may be added, the 

fan^ion of r ^1 prerogative, which cannot fcreen an offending 

officer from public juflice, but may have a right to fupport his ex* 
pences while under profecution for any miflakes committed in an 
office immediately under the dire^ion of the crown. Be this as 
it may, we certainly ought to think the fine more than fuffidentf 
which is thus tb be levied from the public. Nor can we poffibly 
think, that the utility of the caufe to the nation, at all relied on 
the fum to be granted for damages. The condemning the pro- 
ceedings of the fecretaries of flate in ifTuing general warrants was 
the point of national importance, and this has been done in fo full 
^manner, that it is*abf^ard to think any future fecretaries of ftate 
will prefume to revive them. 

copy from the Treafury Minute-Book produced m Lord Halli- 
fax's TriaL 
WhitehcdU Treafury Chamber, ^ifi May^ 1 765. 
. Prefenc Ma. Grenvillb, 
Lord NokT», 
Mr. Huntbr, 
Mr. Harris. 
'^ Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer fignifie^ to my lords hia 
Biajefty's pleafure, that all expences incurred^ or to be incurred, 
VoUy. Zz in 
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ifk confequencc of ^Qi/ons hnmght againft the eat) of Halifax » 
9ne of his in^eily's principal tecretarks of date, the nnder k^ 
cretaries and mef&ngers, and the folicitor of this office, for pro- 
ceedings had by them in exaci^ting the bufinefs of their refpedive 
offices againU the publiihers of feveral fcandaloos and feditious 
$bels, (hould be defrayed by the crown ; and that a fuficient fttn> 
of money fhould be, from time to Ume, iffued to ths folicitor of 
the Treafupy, for that parpofn. 

** B>ead a paper received from Mr. Webb, ftating what the ex* 
pence$ are lively to be, and that a fanher fum of 5000I. may 
f rpbably be waited for difchargiog the fane. 

** I^ue to Mr. Webb, from time to time, as the faid fervices 
may require, a fum not exceeding 3000!. dire^ng him to apply 
the fame according to his majefty's commands, to difcharge tho 
feveral expences above-mentipned." 

It is well worthy of notice, that for the further fecurity of th^ 
£ud earl, he obtained previous: to his goiag out of office in 1765, 
a privy.(eal ; that is, a warrant fealed by th^ lord privy £bal (who 
it that tim^e was the duke of Marlborough) for an indemaificadoii 
•f whatever damages Mr. Wilkes might recover of his k)nifiBp» 
in the aflion that was then commenced. 

a7th* '^he fleet of twelve fale of the line» now almoft ready 
for lea, laying ^t. Ca4iz». of which montion has been made in the 
paj^lic papei:s, ^e commanded by Vii:e-admiral Reggio. Several 
of commodore Spry 's people, when at Cadi;E> went on board the 
admiral's (hip,, and declare they ar^ completely maon'd, vi£taal*« 
led, and ready for fea, are in general, oew ihipa, extremeljr well 
built, and appear by their conllru&ipn to be ao ways, inferior to 
any of the royal navy of England. 

AN IMPARTIAL REVIEW OF NEW BOOKS. 
Lettn-s t^ the Miniflry from Governor Bernard^ General Gage^ 
' and Commodore rlDod, And alfa Memorials to the Lords of the 
Treafury from the Commijftoners of the Cufloms* With findrj 
Letters and Papers annexed to the faid Memorials. Bofton : 
New England, printed by Edes aii4. GiU>; l^ondon^ reprintied 
for J. Wilkie, 8vo* 2s. 6d* 

TH I S colle<aion of letters and memorials re very imudi- 
cioufly publiflied out of place, which circumftancc 
feems to have arifea from. the inattention of the bopkfeller wh© 
publiflied the letters reviewed in our laft number, page 295, 
for we are informed, that Mr. AJmoii could not b^ ignorant 
that the pfefent colle6):ion had been printed by Me$eurs Edes 
and Gill at Bofton, and aSually for«\ed the firft part of this 
important correfpondenpe, prcAably however, his intereft 
might fuggeft to him, that the volume which ought to have 
bfefcn "firft publiflied at London might fall' int6 other hands ; 
and therefcre it was beft for him to make themoftof what he 
had got as faft as poiEWe. *To fome fuch artfice in trade 
he public muft afcribc the impropriety of the prefent publica- 
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ttan, containing the firft part of Governor BernarcTs correrpod* 
dence with the miniftry and divers other letters and memorials^ 
which fhould have preceeded Mr. Almon's fecond part, or 
conchifion of thatcorrefpondence^publiihed by him Tome time 
fince,- and by us amply reviewed in. due courfe of timc» not 
expe^ing any other pamphlet on the fame fubjeS, 

If advice may be offered to the bookfellers concerned, we 
recommend tachem a joint adv«PtifeEneBt,of the whole cori!e«< 
i)>ondence in two parts, printed for Meilieurs Almon, and 
Wilkie— and to the public we are bound in duty to givei thii 
information, that either part, without the other, isnotwortH 
a fourth part of its price, but that both together form a re^ 
gular complete correfpondence, on a moft intereft'ing fub-» 
j[c6t— The conteft between adrainiftration at home, and the 
people of New England,, as alfo the mifunderftandings betweca 
them and their Governor, with their reciprocal complaints. 

The letters from Governor Bernard now before us bear date 
from January 21, 1768, to OSober i4,thof*the fame year* 

The letters reviewed in our laft number, commence Novem-* 
ber i^ 1768, and conclude December 5, of the fame year. 
80 that we have nothing to add to our obfervations on the 
former colleftion, but that thefe letters contain all the prepa- 
ratory meafures to the difagreable events recited in the others 
and already fully difcUiTed ^ we mean, the arrival of the troops 
at Bofton and the quartering of them, which threw the Colo- 
ny into a frefli flame. It appears likewife from thefe letters^, 
that Mr. Bernard's pen was never idle, whenever the mofti 
frivolous, the moft trifling altercations arofe between him and 
the council, or' when the moft infignificant rumours of oppo- 
iition to any of his meafures furnifhed him matter for a fetter* 
In fliort, he is conftantly complaining home, when he fhoulif 
Have been redifying miftakes in his government, and con- 
ciliating the minds of the people, and'he does not even omit" 
the perional inconvenience he was expofcd to *' in being haf- 
tily fummoned to come to council from hist country^ feat, at 
theimmenfe diftance of four miles^ in the midft of a ftorm of 
wind and rain^** If fuch fluff as this is,, ferves to fill up dif- 
patches from pur Governors and Minifters abroad,, and* we are 
rfraid it is too often the tafe^ having feen fome of the fame, 
fpecies, thofe whaare obliged toread them at home are greatly 
to be pitied. The charge brought by the council of the pro- 
vince of MafTachufett's-Bay. againft" Mr. Bernard^ in their 
vindication of'themfelves to lor^^ HiUfborough ''that He aim- 
ed at introducih'g alterations ia the cpnftitutibn of, the Co]ony.,i 
fee bur laft" nuiAber, page 297 to 303,^ is proved' by his owHs 
letters in the prcfent colle<3iQii>, fQr be is, cpjijinu^Uy advifing^ 

" ' ^' ■ ^ -thf 
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tde adminiftntion at home " to take the power of elecSling the 
council annually* out of the hands of the people, and to veil 
it in the crown." His foliciting military and naval forces 
contrary to the fentiments of the Colony is laid open in this 
correfpondence, and he frequently betrays great timidity and 
concern for his own fafety, which probably was his ftrongeft 
inducement to procure fuch an unnccefTary and unconftituti- 
dnal aid. 

The letters of the Earl of Hillsborough to General Gage, 
Commodore Hood, and Governor Bernard, in this colle£^ion, 
are in order of date, to follow as a fupplement to the collec- 
tion publifhed by Almon, they are written in confequence of 
the arrival of the troops and the men of war, and of the diffi- 
culties concerning quartering the troops, and contain a gene- 
ral approbation in the King's name of the conduct of the 
rcfpective parties to whom they are addreffcd. 

Memorials are annexed to thefe letters from the commiffioh- 
irs of the cuftoms at Bofton to the Lords of the treafury from 

iune i6, to July the nth, 1768, alfo the letters that paffed 
etween the fa id commiffioners and Governor Bernard, Ge- 
lieral Gage, Commodore Hood, and Colonel Dalrymple at 
Halifax, all which relate to the well known difturbance on the 
lOth of June, 1768, and to their proceedings therein, in which 
a fpirit of pride and revenge is manifeft, and they appear to 
have exceeded the duties of their office by writing in their own 
names for troops to be fent by Colonel Dalrymple from Halli- 
fax, after the governor had applied to the council, and it had 
been determined that the requifition of troops by the governor 
dnd council was unneceflary and inexpedient : this llep was 
the more criminal and unpardonable, as they were already 
proteSed from all perfonal danger by the men of war, and as 
to the exercife of their funftions, they might have left their re- 
ftoration to the care of government. No wonder the inhabi- 
tants were incenfed againft them— but is it not furprifing that 
his Excellency Governor Bernard, who was fo jealous of any 
infringement of his authority on the part of the council or of 
the generdl affemblv, that he is always complaining of it, 
ihould pafs over in nlence, this open exercife of fupreme au- 
thority ufurped from him by the commiffioners of the cuftoms, 
in writing to Hallifax for troops ? 

The depofitions of the officers of the cuftoms who were ill 
ufed on the loth of June are here inferted, fcepiingly with 
a view to aggravate the irregular proceedings of the inhabitants 
on that day ^ but nothing therein contained nor, in the feveral 
ktters and memorials relative thereto in this colledlion tends 
to exculpate either Bernard or the officers of the cuftoms-^ 
the point m view by this publication. 

Tbi 
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fie Speech of the )^ght Hotufttrahk Getflrgt -GretkH^^ in the M^OiBfi^ 
expelUng Mr. Wtlkest Frhier^ february 3> ^^6^i t<9^ Jik^n^ n* - 

TH E pabliflied titte of this fpecch ma^sno in<;ntioii of t£t 
very able per (bnage who fpoke it j k is there only faid to 
be the f^eech of a right ion^mvdfU g€Htlemsm% but to what purpofe 
the name is omitted- we 4:annot:poflibly imagine* when almo'll 
every fentence in the fpeech itfelf poin<s opt ica ^thor fo ilrongly^ 
that it is impoflible to impute it to an^ other Jsjit Mr. Grenville» 
and qvite ahfard to fuppofe, that either hinafelf or his .friends 
meant that itihould be concealed from public notice* that He 
had made fuch a fpeech on the important motion of February J^ 

.1769- . ... ... 

It becomes the critical, accurate reviewer.of all literary pteduc** 
tions, to deliver his fentinlients freely on tvtry cixcumHaiice at- 
tcndiliff poblicacions, wc hope therefore it will not be taken 
amifSf if we throw out a hint, th^t there feems to have b^en lio 
occaiion for any myftery about the title, nor yet for the apparent 
chicane in the advertifement. It would hav^ been more confo* 
nan t to the known ingenuous, candid, and open difpofition 0^ 
the (peakcr, if what muft be difcovered by every reader of con>- 
mon capacity before he proceeds two pages, .had been mentioned 
in the title ; and if it had likewife been owned that the truly 
re/pedable and honourable gentleman js of too much cpnfe* 
quence in the world, for any bookfeller to have dared 
to fubmrt an. imperfeft copy of his fpeech, however he might 
come by the poffeilion of it, ** to the perufal of fome gentlemen 
who had heard the fpeech delivered, in order that they might 
fupply the defeds, and make it perfedt for the prefs," without 
imparting the defign of publiihing it to fome of Mr. Grenville's 
friends^ In a word, a difcerning critiq will be induced to call 
in queftion the declaration in the advertifement, that it is publifhed ' 
without the knowledge of the right honourable gentleman who 
made it. . Since, if the intention was fo much as hinted to him 
by any friend, in the moft diftant manner, fuppodng it to be 
without the knowledge of the bookfeller, yet if it gave Mr. 
Grenville an opportunity of forbidding the publication, and he 
did not do it. we may fubfcribe to. that part of the advertisement 
which informs us, that it is publiChed without the approbation^ 
or confent, but can never fuppofe that it appeared without the 
knowledge of the rij^ht honourable gentleman. 

The excellency of the fpeech, the credit it muH give the au- 
thor, with a people who are but too apt to liften to ^stty idte 
tale promulgated by ftatefmen to the difad vantage of their prede** 
ceffors in office, and who had entertained a notion from his con« 
dud with re(pe6l to Ait)enca« that he was no friend to the na*- 
tural and civil rights of mankind, rendei" boUi the publication 
and the avowal t)f this piece, .highly expedient. 

Vol. y.' Aaa 5?^^ 
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* Vbc fbilffwififf piecaotion in the advertifement iQcrits t^e no- 
tion ofsU wlio may pcrofe either the /peech icfelf* or any remarks 
,tPnft. 

** To fTtrttit the reader from confooAdin^ the fabfequent pro- 
ceedings againft Mr. Wilkes, with that^ which gave occaiion to 
this fpeech, the fatal cotifeqitcnccs of which are therein fo clearly 
^edidted, it may be proper to remark, that Mr. Wilkes was firft 
'ele^ed for the county of Middlefex, on the 28th d%y of March» 
'176$, that he was expelled on the 3d of February, 17699 the 
"day on which this fpeech was delivered j that he was rechofen 
for Middlefex the i6th da^ of the fame month ; that his eledion 
*#as declared void, and himfdf incapable of ft>e]ng eledted into 
the prefent parliament on the 17th of the fame month ; that he 
' was again ele^ed on the 16th day of March, when no other 
XandidSite appeared except Mr. Dingley, who had not one vote ; 
thai his election was again declared void on the 17 th of the 
fame month ; that on the 13th day of April he was returned by 
* the (heriffs, as having 1 143 voces, and Colonel Luttrell only 296. 
That on the 15th of the fame month^.the houfe of commons 
Vd'ted, *' that Mr. Luttrell ought to have been returned ;'' and 
'. that gentleman took his feat accordingly. That a petition from 
' feveral freeholders-of the county of Middlefex having been pre- 
Ten^ed againft Mr. Luttrell on the .29th day of ApriC the houie 
of c6mmoiis voted on the 8th of May, ** That Henry Lawes 
Luttrell, Efq; is duly eleded a knight. of the ihire, to fcrve in 
this prefent parliament, for the county of Middlefex..'' 
The motion which occafioned the fpeech in queftton, was made 
. Vy Lord Barrington in the following terms. *« That John Wilkes, 
Hfq; k member of this houfe:, who. hath at the bar of this houfe 
^onfeiTed himfelf to be. the author and publi/her of what thi» 
houTe has refolvedto be an infolent, fcandalous, and feditioos 
libet, and who has been convi£led in the court of King^s-bench, 
6f haViA? printed and publiflied a fcditious libel, and three ob-- 
fccrtt and impious libels, and by the judgment of the (aid court 
has been fentenced to undergo twenty- two months imprifonmcnt, 
ktsd ts now in execution under the faid judgment, &e expelkJ 
' thh'houfi.^* This equitable motion was fecondcd by the virtuous, 
the fobet, the temperate, the confcientipus, the modefl Mr. 
Richard Rigby. 

The opening of the fpeech will fupport our aiTertion, that the 
name of the right honourable fpeaker might as well have been 
prefixed to the publication* 
Mr. Speaker, 
I have endeavoured to form my judgment with regard to this 
qutftion, nuhieb nvas not umxpt&td^ upon the fulleft and moil im- 
partial cen£deration ; and having done fo, I do not think myfelf 
obliged to make the lead apology to any individual or body of 
men whatever, f%x the opinion which I ihall deliver upon this 
f^bjea. 

\ (hould 
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I ihonld mdee<l tiavt wiflied that I couM with propriety %t« , 
declined delivering my fentimeBts conterDing it, bec^afe | ii^ 
thoroagbly renfiblefhat whatever my opinion £haU be^ it will be 
Jiable to great mifconftradtonf and mifreprefeatations, both 
within thele waHs,. and without doers. U I give my vo^^ for thet. 
motion as it was made to yon, it will be faid that I do it fro^ ai'. 
cruel and unrelenting difpofhSon, to gratify a private an4 per- 
fonal refentment for the tjbofe Mr. Wilkea has fo liberally 
thrown »pon me, and for that purpofe under the maik of zeal for 
the caufe of God and of the King, to perfevere in loading aq 
unhappy man, who it has been frequently faid in this houfe^ has 
been already too feverely oppreiTed by my means, or at lead with 
my concurrence, or it would perhaps be attributed, efpecially 
after the temperate conduA which I have endeavoured to hold 
during this femon, to an abjeA flattery to power, with the mean, 
paltry view of ohtaining court favour. On the other hand, if |. 
give my vote againft the expulfioa of Mr. Wilkes, 1 ihali bq 
charged with levitv and inconfiftency, with changing my opi- 
i]ion> as it may beft fuit mv fituation either in or out of office, 
with adopting new principles from new habitudes and connec- 
tions, and with a faa^ous deiign of courting popularity and dir 
flreffing all legal ^vernment, by Supporting and prote^ng ^ 
man, whofe behaviour I had fo repeatedly and (b heavily cen* 
fured. If I know my ^wn failaogs, revenge and cruelty are 
among the vices to which I am lead inclined ; and if I mav truft 
to the reproaches thrown out agaiuft me by my enemies, I have 
been often accufed of obiUnac^ and inflexibility of teoiper, bi|t 
leldom or ever I think, with beiny tpo much difpofed to alter mf 
opinions according to the will of^others, or to fail flong the tide 




^ .. , Manding 

1 will again freely own^ that I (bould have wiihed for many rea- 
fons not to have been under the neceifity of deciding upon this 
quedion, either one way or the other, fiat as it has been pro* 
pofed to you, I think it would be a bafe and unworthy condudp 
meanly to hide my head, or runaway from the difficul^. On 
the contrary, it is the duty of eitry honed man, if h^n con* 
vinced that the judgment he has formed is a right one, to declare 
St publickly in his place, to abide by it, and boldly to fhce anv 
dimculties which may encounter it. I am under no reflraint ei* 
ther from this or that fide of the houfe, I know and feel mv 
awn independence on both, and while I continue here, I will 
exert it, and upon this occafiod execute, an office greater than any 
which the wildeft applaud of the multitude can give, or than . 
the King himfelf can beftow, greater than the office of Firfl Lor4 
Commimoner of the Treafury, or either of the Secreuries of 
State. The honourable office of fpeaking the truth, and of do- 
ing impartial jnflice." 

This exordium in many particulars deferves our fpecial notice 
before we proceed to the kufinefs of the fjpeech* From the inac* 
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coracy of the t&h fn fwral^ places we might' W l^td'^fiilpe^l 

• the tnxth of the bo.okfcllet's advertUement, or the retentife i^e- 
inor/of th<r getitletrien who heafdtit, and to whosi >e* com- 
mitted his imperfect copy for corfedaon. Mr. Grenville. %ia al- 
ways been dimn^goif^ed f6r elegaticeimd correflAefs of ftyle^ and 
the^^reaceft pdmy of diftion. Vet 'here we £nd traf)fgreflib&s 
n^ainfl the rules of granimaf, of rhetoric and of coimnaoa fenie, 
i^eo therefore' we d'eckre this to be a sooft etcellept fpeeck, ii 
ji^aftbe reipembered* tha( we mean not to include the iatroduc- 
tbry rha|Tfddv9 which ih many other 6ration« as well as this, nu 
^t^ dimiuiihes than adds to the merits of the fpeech itfflf. It U 
afn odd mode of expreilon for a roan to fay, and that repeatedly^ 
f* I ihould have wiffied/- when that impulfe of the inin4 appears 
plainly bywhat'folloV^*, to have been coc^ntly prefent to him, 
nut the execution of it to be over*ra{ed by the. laudable motived 
tnere affigpdd;' It is-flrangie that. any gentleman (hould be ap- 
^ehenfive that hrs fentiments wUl-b* geoerally inifconftrued 
and m^reprefented amotigH his fellow- citizens in thi^ free i(ate, 
inrhoie alTedions it'isa; once hiddaty and inclination to cnlti-^ 
vate— ahd yet ihonld be ati utter ftra^ger to the publication of 
'Hit fpeech itfelf,' (which alone- could obviate all i»i(<;onilrac- 
tfons or mifi-eprefentationsy though not laid before the public 
tin full efght months a^r the delivery. It feems alfo highly 
incongruous fo^ any petfdn to detlare a {enfe> a cOnfcipus. per* 
ccftion of the charges that will be biion^ht.againftf him^ which 
ever ftde of thd duefHon he takes in an important debat«» theii 
tb ihake a Itind of- felf examination and. expurgation relative -ta 

rtliere apprehended charges, and finally to fum up the. whole 
by flattering hitafelf that they could not with joftice be applied 
to hrm'-'^hts is reklly feeing up an enem^ for the pleafore of 
beating' him. Nor is it poffible to form any tolerable idea of the 
metaphorical affinity hfetween the office of fpeaking thp tnith» 
aiid the officer. 6f Firft Lord GommJiBoncr of the Trdafury, of 
Secretary of Stattf, which feems to be iatrodQcedinto this ex- 
<5rdiQih as ifnowft^nds in print, merely to fupply th^ 4efe&, of 
tile titlej)age; and tb inform «s that* the right hlonourablcfpieaker 
iS Mr. George Grenville, who was formerly Firfl iord Com- 
ihiffibner of the Treafury, and at difFerent periods Secretary of 
State for the Southern and the Northern departments. l£ the 
tk}okfc]ier had .omitted his myilerious' adyertifement, we might 
Kave been fpared the trouble of this criticifm on the exordium. 
; The fpeech itielf merits our warmeft appiaufe, and ibould be 
fbuhd* in the hands of every wcU-wi(ber to thtc freedom of hit 
country, and the dignity and independency of parliament* 

Serein we may levari) that the generous, troely patriotic. BritoUf 
ould not tonfine his political ideas within the narrofvr circle of 
bAvate party, it is not ah attachment to. this or that m'tta, that 
cJiri preferveonrconftitotioto from ful>Terfion, but a^Carefpl at- 
tenrion/to every infringement, every violsttion of its fidi- pnnci* 
JlcsV ThoHgh the iliotion Which pipduced thia ifpieeeht i!el4ted 
ferfonaHy to^ Mi. Wilkes, the reprefeatative* of;a whole 9?tion 
• affcmblcd 
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nflem^led ia parUament. are no^ boupl^to takeaipo;^ tl^m to re- 
^Vefs th^ iajjiries Mir. Wilkes t>retends he has received as an in* 
dividaal froxn adxniniftration ; but it. is their indifpenfable duty 
to take care thaft their own rights iand |;>rivileges which fornir the 
democratical part of our conftitution be not violated in his per- 
fon. The rignt honourable gentleman is perhaps the firft, who 
has nicejy d^awn the line of diilin^lion between being a mad vo- 
tary to a man, who coniideredas a private individualj is defcrving 
not only of tlie higheft'cenfure, but of fevere punifhment ; and an . 
advocate for the member of parliament, the reprefentative of a 
county duly.eleded to f^rve that county, in a public capacity. 
What he advances on this part of the fabjeft appears indeed to 
be the genuine voice of truth and impartiality. — ,, I cannot agree 
\iith thdfe who have iarged in behalf of Mr. Wilkes, that this 
saotioQ ought not to be complied with, becaufe he is already .the 
inoit unhappy, as well, as the moil injured man that this age has, 
ieen ; he is indeed unhappy, becaufe he is guilty^^ and guilt muft 
ever produce unhappinefs ; but in other refpe^s, Goniidering 
l^is repeated offences, he has certainly been more fortunate, than 
his moft fanguine wiihes could have expected. To juftjfy what I 
have faid, let me. afk a few queftion^ When he wrote that, 
i^ditious libel againft the King and both Houfes of Parliament,^ 
<fould he forefee that he (hould be taken up by a general war- 
rant, againft' the declared opinion and defire of the two fecre- 
l;^e8 of date, who repeatedly propofed to have his name inferted 
in the warrant of apprehcnfion, but were over- ruled by the^ 
lawyers and clerks of the office; who infilled they co\jld not 
depart from the long eUablifhed precedents and cpurfe of pro- 
ceedings ? Could Mr. Wilkes forefee, that after an hundred 
' years praftice, under the eye of the greatell lawyers before the 
iupreme cou^rts of jufHce, without being ever ^ueftioned in one. 
4ngle inflancer that thi« irregularity and illegality would be firil 
^ottiid out in his cafe, and afterwards adopted by the voice and 
•clamour of the people upon the occafion of his apprehenfion ? 
Had he been tried and convi£led without this irregularity, what 
Would have been his fituation, and where his popularity and the. 
liberal fuppprt he has met with ? What would have become of 
ithe.lar^e damages which he has already obtained by this means, 
or the immenfe funis which he now fues for, and on which he 
places his la^ dejp^endance ? Are thefe the proofs that he has 
peen the moft' unfortunate, or is it more true that he has been 
the moft pppreiTed iind injured man this age has feen i Dr^ 
5hebbeare was taken up by a general warrant from the fecretary 
tof ilate, dated January 12, 1 75^8, conceived word for- word ii{ 
the fame terms, 'for writing the 6th letter to the people of En- 
gland OQ the ^^refs of national rajn^ in which is ihewn, that 
the.prefent* gfaqdeur of France, and calamities of this nation, 
dre' owing to the influencje of Hanover on the councils of En^ 
. glan4* y^der this general Warrajnt, all his papers, were fcized, 
as in the^file of Mr. Wilkeg, and he was prpfecuted for thiisr 
^ffcAce by Ku Prat;, iheu 'AUQrn.ey-Qer-?raI, now Lord Chan- 
' ' • ■'* " *' cellor 
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cellor of Great-Britain. He' was tried and convlfled ©T It on 
tlie iTth of May, and oh xMe :{8th of November following he 
was fentemred to be fined, to ftand in the pillory, to be impri* 
foned three years, and then to give fecuntv for his good bcha*' 
viour for fc ven years . TI>e profecuthn againfi Mr. Wilkes- 'was dirc&ed 
iy the unanimous confent of both Houfes tf Farlianunt. He was tried 
and convifled by a favourable j ary, for a libel certainly not Icfs ; 
feditious or criminal than Dr. Shebbeare's. He Was fentenced 
to be fined five hundred pounds, and to be imprifoned for oae 
year, initead of three years, and the ignominious part of the pu- 
nifliment was wholly remitted. He was tried and convidted like* 
^ife for being the author ahd publifher of three obfcene and im- 
pious libels, upon a profecution direded in confequencc of an 
addrefs from the Houfe of Lords, for which he received exadlly 
the fame fcntencc as for the'former offence. Was he for either of 
thefe offences, or indeed for all of diem taken together, ib fe- 
verely dealt with as Dr. Shebbeare for one alone ? I do not go 
apy further back, though a multicude of fimilar inflances, and 
^me more fevere even than that of Dr. Shebbeare might be 
produced within thefe laft forty or fifty years. What I have 
already mentioned feems to me fully fufficient to Ihew, that Mr. 
Wilkes is not entitled to any extraordinary favour on the prefent 
octafioh, from the plea of his having been the objedl of extraor- 
dinary feverity, during the courfe of the former proceedings."** 

Surely every impartial man in the kingdom muil be of' the fame 
opinion, after this clear ftate of his cafe ; and it <iertainly would 
convince the multitude, that they have been grofsly roifled iit 
making the caufe of Liberty and of John Wilkes one ttiA the 
fame ; if 'the fame methods were taken to appeafe them, as lie 
employed to heat their imaginations*— to f<;t three or four pi^efles* 
to work to print off 150, or 200,000' extracts of' this part of 
Mr. Grenville's fpeech, to be diftributed in hand-bills, and aa 
many ballads /uitable to the OCcafion, to be bawled through the 
ftrects at all hours of the day. Men are often taxed with varying 
their polrtical fentiments, here a ftrong proof is given that it 
may be done confidently and'hOneftly — for I might think Mr.. 
Wilkes the moll unfortunate and the moft injured rtan ipf this 
age, till I met with this ftrong evidence to the contrary, and 
then neither honour nor hotiefty require me to adhere to in opi- 
nion which is totally overfet, by the teftimony of incontroverti- 
ble fads — Surely it is high time for the people to advert to riiore 
important concerns, and to leave' this, lingular man to himfelf, 
who if he borrows nothing elfc from Scotland will make th^ 
liioft rigid life of the motto of the knights of the Thiftle— JVi- 
mo me im}une lacfj/et* ^^ 1* 

The arguments againft the fxpulfion of Mr. wlll<e$ on the 
-^motion of Peb.3, I769areiri-cfra^able; It is ve>y jullly obfery^<f, 
that the charge brought as a rfcafoh for the cxpulibn l^fbiii* 
flicatcd, aiid therefore the qUeflidii ought to be c6afide're4')<T'a-' 
rately by every individual member in all its iMkrehi hikntneti 
and no decifio'n be given upon the whbid ^ it ftondi tdgethef iii 
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.its complicated form- - The attempting to decide upon a com* 
pUcated motion in a judicial capacity is new, unprecedented, and 
unfopported by law and the ufage of parliament. Jt is likewife 
dangerous and, unjuft. Mr. Grenville takes notice that i\ot abdve 

. two gentlemen who fpoke on the fame fide, agreed in affigninor 
(he lam; offence as the proper gi:bund for the expulfion, and 
that great numbers of gentlemen approved of fome parts of the 
charge, and difapproved others ; and this points out the neceffity 
of confidering each article apart. Accordingly after having dc- 

.monHrated £e capital injuftice, and dangerous confequences of 

.taking up the motion colleftively^ he proceeds to the difcuffion 
of each point feparately, which he very aptly calls unravelling 
the web, fot a web of roinifterial folly it certainly was, for rea- 
fons which we Ihall a£ign in the courie of our extradls from this 
fpeech. 

** Thefirft charee which prefents itfelf is the libel relative 
to Lord Weymouth's letter, which has been new chriflened for 
this fpecial purpofe. It was complained of in the Houfe qf 
Lords as a breach of' privilege, and as a grofs and impudent libel, 
which it certainly is, againft a peer of die realm. But when it 
appeared to be written by Mr. Wilkes, it was to change its 

. name and its nature. The particular complaint and all mention 

, o£ the noble lord concerned in it was dropped, and it became at 
pnc« a matter of (edition againil the ftatc. With what view was 
this alteration, made ? Why did not the Houfe of Lords addrefs 
the King to kaye it profecuted by the attornty-general, in the 
fame manner as was done with regard to the three obfcene and 
impious libels which were written by the fame pcrfbn, then a 

, member of this, houfe t and were likewife complained of as a 
breach of privilege again ft a peer of parliament ? — The reafon to 
be afligned for ihifting the jurifdiftion, and inftead of (ending 
it to the courts of law, where libels againft mitiifters have hi- 

. therto always been tried, tranfmitting it to the Houfo of Com- 
mons appears to have been that they might puniih it, contrarf 
to all precedent and example, by an extraordinary extenfion of 

' their judicature, and the bad conl'eqaence of fuch proceedings 
in that houfe are fully pointed out. 

The next article is the libel of the North-Briton, for which 
Mr. Grenville, with great juftice declares he could not bepu* 

. iiiihed twice, and he Itates the difference between the heinouf- 

* Defs of that offence,' and a libel on any particular perfon, or 

, miniilcrof ftate. 

The third article in the motion, is for printing and publifli- 
ing three obfcene and impious libels, under the title of the Eflay 
upon Woman ; after remarking that all tbe^ calumny that was 
propagated about the undue manner of obtaining thelc papers 
was grouhdlefs, and has fince fallen to the ground by the evi- 
dence of Mr. Wilkes. himfelf, at the b«ar of that houfe ; he in- 
forms u«, that the ftrongeft plea in his defence is, that the crime 
, . jvas committed five years agp, that the law has already puniflied 
ij;, that the lall Houfe of Commons, thoug)i they were not igno- 
rant 
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ntittf ItWlicn they proceeded againft him, atod cerfedhly Ve^ 
not partial to him, yet as they ^ere.not particalarly contemn 
in it, did not think it right for them to interfere in it. It 
jnight therefore be thought a hardfhip to him to let it pals un- 
noticed by them, and many years after totransfer.it to another 
/parliament, and to referve it in fo ttnufual a nianner fbr a fre& 
cenfure. * 

Thelaft article of this complicated charge is, that Mr. Wiike* 
has been fentcnced by the jiidjg^ment of^the Court of King's- 
Bench to undergo twenty-two nfdnths imprifonment, and that He 
IS now in execution under that judgment. This circumfbmcc 
we are told was principally relied upon, and enforced by Mr. Je- 
remiah ' Dyfon, who laboured very ftrOn|[ly. to prove, that as 
Mr. Wilkes is fhcreby difabled from taking his feat, and doing 
his duty for iixteen months to come, this difability. alone is,^ 
proper and fufiicient ground for the motion. The moft ma- 
ilerly arguments, and the moil llriking precedents are produced 
to refute this idle prbpofition, for which we rfe(er the reader to 
the fpecch itfolf, as this part of the. fubje^l is too copious ta 
beextrafted. '. 

Againft jprofecutions of this fort in the Hbufe of Commons, 
Mr. Grenville urges the following cogent reafons, fupported by 
cxarnples. — " That precedents of this nature are generally begna 
in the firfl initlance againft the odious and the guilty, but when 
' once eftabliflied, are eafily applied to and made ufe of againft 
the meritorious and the innocent.*' — ^The cafe of Sacheverel) i» 
brought to fhew the imprudence of fuch profecutions^, and is too 
intcreiling to be omitted. 

*♦ He became by that means the favourite and the idol of the 
people throughout England as much, nay more, than Mr.^ 
Wilkes is now. The Queen herfelf was flopped and irifulted in 
her chair during the trial, with God fave Dr. Sachcvereft. I 
heartily wiih that no fimilar infult may have been offered to our 
prefent fovereign. The profecution went on and the fermpnt 
encreafed. The event verified a famous eXprcffion in thofe days, 

* that the-whigs had wifhed to roafl a parfcn, and that they had 

* done, it at io fierce a fire, that they had burnt themfclves,* 
for the minifters were difmifled, and the parliament diifolved. 
The reverend dodlor, the mob idol, when he ceafed to be, a mar- 
tyr, foon funk into his original infignificancy, from which that 
martyrdom alone had raifed him. Mr. Wilkes, apprehenfive 
of the fame fate, and thoroughly fenfible, that the continuance 
of his popularity will depend upon your condudl, ufes every 
means in nis power to provoke you to fdme inftance of unufoal 
fe verity, Suppofe that you could otherwife haVe doubted of it, 
yet his behaviour here at yovir bar, when called upon to juftify 
himfelf, is fully fufficient to prove the truth of what I hayc af- 
ferted. If he had intended to deprecate your refentment, and 
to flop yopr proceedings againfl him, he is not'fo void of paru 
and underfianding, as to have told you in the words he ufed at 
the bar (when charged with writing tjie libel Ugainft lord Wey- 
mouth) 
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mouth) * that he was only forry he had not exprefled himfetf 

* upon that fubjef^ in fironger terms, and that he certainly woufd 

* do {o whenever a fimllar occafion fhould prefent itfelf ;* nor 
would he have afked, * whether the precedents quoted hy lord 

* Mansfield were not all taken from the Star Chamber.* If he 
had wiihed to prevent his expulfion, he would have employed ^ 
other methods to accompHfh nis purpofe ; but his ot>je^ is not 
to retain his feat in this Houfe, but to ^and forth to the de- 
luded people as the vidim of your refentment, of your violence 
and iiijuflice. This is the advantage which he manifei!Iy feeks 
to derive from you, and will you be weak enough to give it to 
him» and to fall into fo obvious a fnare ? What &nefit will yoa 
gain, or «vhat will he lofe, if this motion for his expulfion (hall 
take eiFefl ? Whatever talents he has to captivate or to inflame 
the people without doors, he has none to render him formidable 
within thefe walls, or to Combat the weighty and powerful argu- 
ments which miniflers know how to employ. He has holden 
forth high founding aifd magnificent promifes of the fignal fer- 
vices which he will perform to his country in parliament, and 
there are many who are ignorant and credufous enough to be- 
lieve them. Whenever he comes here, I will venture to pfOi* 
phecy that they will be erievoufly difappointed. That difap- 
pointment will be followed by di%uft and anger, at their having 
.been fo grofsly deceived, and will probably turn the tide of 
popular prejudice. But as foon as he fhall be excluded {t6ttt 
this Houfe, they 'will give credit to him for more than' he has 
even promifed. They will be perfuaded, that every real and 
imaginary grievance would have been redrefled by hfs patriotic 
care and influence. ' If in this fittiation, any untoward accident, 
any diflrefs ihall befall us, the ferment will he increa'fed by this 
circumftance, and the language of an uninformed and mifled 
people will be, * aye, if matter mites had been In the Houie 

* he would have prevented it ; they knew that, and therefore 
^ would not fuffer him to come amongft them/ Sudi win be the 
reafoning, and fnch the confequences attending this meafure ; 
but they are not the only confequences which ought to be weighed 
and confidered, before yon engage in it." 

We fhall conclude this very ample analyfis of Mr. GrenvJlIe's 
,mofl: interefting fpeech, with his judicious remarks on the con- 
dud of the prefent admiaiHraddn upon Mr. Wilkes^^ return 
from France. 

•* Had Mr. Wilkes ventured to return home whilA I had the 
honour to be entrufted with the executive powers of the ftatc, 
he ihould not have remained out of cuflod^ four and twen^ 
hours,^ without fubmitting himfelf to the juilice^ 6r the mercy of 
the King, whom he had fo grievouily offended., He knew if, 
and therefore did not return till he met with more ebCourdg6- 
ment. This furely was* not the behaviour, nor is this the ian- 
]g^uage of one of his pardzans. Compare it with the condud of 
tho& who now hold the chief offices and authority of th4 govern* 
ment, ftnd who caUfo loudly for vengeance axKt foe puiuilimeot. 

Vol. V. B b b Did 
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J>id tbey BOt £lve t)icir Aipport to him abroad after his convic- 
tion and outllwty, aud keep up an intercourfe and correfpon*- 
idence with him, even whilfl they were the Kind's miniflers ? 
Was he not permitted to return to England, to appear publickly 
in this capital, for months together* and to walk daily under 
the windows of the palace unmolefted, unconfined, and unpu- 
Hiflied ? They could not plead ignorance of the feditious libel 
•gainft the King and both Houfes of Parliament, nor of the 
three impious libels contained in the EfTay upon Woman, for 
all of which he had been legally tried and conviftcd. Why 
then was he not called to his lentence, and the laws carried into 
execution, agreeable to the folemn afiurances given by the King 
in anfwer to both Houfes of Parliament, when they jointly ad- 
drcflcd his Majefty to carry on this profecution ? What was be- 
come of the executive power, and how were thofe who Were 
invefted with it juftified in fufpending the ufual courfe of the 
law, againft the exprefs dircftion of the King, enforced by the 
'recommendation of both Houfes of Parliament? What were the 
inducements at that time to fuch extraordinary favour and lenity, 
jfLVkd what arc pow the motives for this extraordinary refentment and 
feverity i The firft circumdance whi5:h feems to have awakened 
their attention, was Mr. Wilkes offering himfelf a candidate for 
the city of London, and the county of Middlefex, againft the 
inclination of the miniftry : but the proceedings againft him 
were then carried on like the feeble efforts of men not half 
awake, or not half in earneft. Many days paffed over before 
the officers of the crown would venture to execute the common 
procefs of the law for apjprehending him ; and to obviate this 
difficulty, they had at laft recourfe to the fhamcful expedient of 
ftipulating with Mr. Wilkes himfelf, the terms upon which he 
would confent to be taken into cuftody To follow that precedent 
you ought now at leaft to afk him, upon what terms he will con- 
sent to oe expelled ? Perhaps, if properly api>lied tp, he may 
condefcend to this requeft as gracioufly as he did to the former^ 
and as voluntarily as he furrendered himfelf a prifoner, when he 
y/SLB t^ken with impunity out of the hands of the officers pf ' 

J**aftice by twenty perfons, almoft in fight of the court of King's 
^ench, then fitting in Weftminfter-hall. Such was' the firm and 
fpirijed condudt by which the fupreme authority of the laws 
Vfis fupported and preferved. Th? outlawry was reverfed fof 
an error fo trivial, that the court of King's Bench declared when 
they reverfed it, that they were almoft afhamed to mention if. 
When the judgment was given, the: firft law officer of tjie crown in 
demanding, it did not think proper to enforce the penalty accord- 
ing to cuitom, and it was therefore milder than ufual. In the 
lirft feffion of this parliament, Mr. Wilkes was returned a mem- 
Iber of it, and fuffered to continue without notice taken of him ! 
The begiiming oi the preient fVffion paffed in the fame manner. 
What is it then which has roufed the languid fpirit of admini- 
ftration, and called dowri the vengeance of the lioufe oif Com? 
mons of Great-Briiain ? Not the feditious and dangerous libel 
^f the Nojpth* Briton, nor ;he impious libels of the Effay upon 

* ' V^onian, 
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Woman, net all the extravagancies which have been urged m 
this day's debate ; all tbefe were known befgre, and were net 
deemed fufficient for the exertion of the common cenfures of the 
law ; but he has fince prefumed to write an infolent libel upda 
a fecretary of ftate. This it fcems is that capital and decifivc 
offence, which is to raife our indignation to its highell pitch* 
The honour of our King, and the reverence due to our religion, 
were paifed over in filence and fcrgotten. They are now to be 
thrown into the fcale, to make up the weight, and to induce ns 
to efpoufe the quarrel of a miniiler. To accompliih this impor* 
tant purpofe, we are to violate not only the forms, but the e^ence 
of our conflitution. .The Houie of Commons is to blend the 
executive and judicial powers of the ftate with the legiflative, 
to extend their jurifdidion, that they may take upon theniielvca 
the odiuni of trying and punifhing in a fummary manner, an of. 
fence which does npt relate to themfelves, but is under the im- 
mediate cognizance of the courts of law. In the exercife^of h 
they sure to form an accumulative and complicated charge, whidi 
no other court, nor even they themfelves, have ever admitted in 
any other inftance. They are to mingle up new crimes with 
pld, and to try a man twice by the fame judicature for the fame 
offence. They are to transfer the cenfures of a former parlia- 
snent, contrary to all precedent, and to make them the founda- 
. tion of the proceedings of a fubfequent one. They arc to affume 
a power to determine upon the rights of the people, and of 
their ,reprefentatives, by no other rule, but that of their own 
inclination or difcretion ; and laftly, they are to attempt to 
perfuade mankind, that they do all thefe thiugs to vindicate 
their own honour, to cxprefs their refpedl for their King, and 
their zeal for the facred names of their God, and their Religion, 
Thus are we to add hypocrify to violence, and artifice to op- 
preilion, not remembering, that falfhood and diflimulation are 
only the wrong fides of good fenfe and ability, which fools put 
on, and think they wear the robe of wifdom. If the Houfe of 
Commons fhall fuffer themfelves to be made the inftraments, 
in fuch hands, to carry fuch a plan into execution, they will fall 
into the ioweft flate of humiliation and contempt. An indivi- 
dual indeed may exempt himfelf from thp difgrace attending it, 
but the difhonour and odium of it will cleave t6 that Affembly, 
which ought to be the conftant objed of public reverence and 
affedlion. I have done my duty in endeavouring to prevent it^ 
and am therefore carelefs of the confequenccs of it to royfelf.*' 

Wc are forry to find that we live in a time when it is impoflible, 
c>n the fubjeft of politics, for any man to fpeak his fentiments 
ingenuoufly and confcientiouily, without giving offence to the 
contending parties in the ftate ; no wonder then, that in public 
converfation it is confidently alTerted that this fpeech is diftiked 
by government, and by the friends of Mr. Wilkes, who, we are 
jpljl, is very impoliticly preparing a fulminating anfwer to it. 
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J^tvwd in Behalf of the Houfe cf Commons : or remarks upon a speech 
fuppofed to hoFue been delivered by a Ri(ht Honourable Gentleman on 
the motion for expelling Mr. Wilkes-^'Dodi^ty, 8vo. is. 



T 



HESE remarks arc in anfwer to Aich parts of Mr. Grcft- 
jL villc's fpeech, as arc fuppofed by the remarkcr to arraign 
thejmfiiee of the Houfe of Commons before the people at large. 
We leave it to our readers to refer to the fpccch, and to draw 
their comparifon between the validity of the arguments advanced 
in th€ reply, which juftifies the exj)ulfion, and thofe advanced 
by the right honourable fpeakcr againft it. It fhall be our bu- 
finefs only to ftaie the feveral obfervations made by the author 
of the remarks on the objeftions made in the fpeech to thecx- 
j^uliion of Mr. Wilkes on the motion of Feb. 3, 1769. 

The firft point confidered in the fpeech, is, •' the reprefenting 
the proportion, which is now become the fetttence of the Hoaie 
againil Mr. Wilkes, as capitally unjuft ; becaofe the propofition 
IS founded upon a complicated charge, and the proceeding opoit 
a complicated charge is afferted to be both unprecedented rn the 
jouinals of paarliament, and contrary to the principles of natural 
juftice.'* 

In vindication of the proceedings of the Houfe we have a va- 
jiety of remarks concerninfir complicated queftions, and a number 
if precedents of cafes in wrmer parliaments, wherein the Houfe 
]ias decided upon complicated charges. And the author takes 
notice that every member of the Houfe has a right to have any 
complicated motion fcparated, and to cpnfider it article by ar- 
ticle, but if no member iniifts upon ufing that right, by de- 
manding fuch a feparation, the rule of parliament docs not for- 
bid the qaeftioB being put as it ftands, and with rcfpcft to the 
Biotion before us, he avers this to have been the cafe, and that 
Beither the fuppofed author>of the fpeech, nor any other per- 
son demanded a feparation of it. Therefore he infers, that ai 
complicated queftions have often been putf and decided npon in 
parliament, the Houfe in the prefent cafe afted confiftently, and 
are by no means to be charged in this refpeft with a capital in- 
jiiftice. Twenty-two pages out of thirty-fix being employed ia 
juftifying this part of the proceedings on Feb. 5, 1769, we can- 
not podSbly give an extraft of the feveral cafes and rules of 
pdrliament cited> but muft refer the reader to the pamphlet, ob- 
fervirtg that if jchc cafes appear to him to be fimilar to that of 
Mr. Wilkes, the Houfe of Commons will undoubtedly Hand 
acquitted of all irregularity in deciding upon this complicated 



notion 



With refpcft to the libel relative to Lord Weymouth's letter, 
which the fpeech reprefents as a libel on a minifter of ftate, an 
offence which did not relate to the Houfe of Commons, ouf 
remarker is of opinion, that it is not.quite fair to fHJe foch a 
writing only a libel on a minifter of ftate, but thinks it ihoold 
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Be coiifiderpd likewifc as a libcrott a public magiftrate in the ex« 
tcuUoh of &i8 office, and as fach pr€if!erly Jb^came cognisable by 
the Hqufe of Commons. • ." ♦ 

The pbjedion to the expulfion, fo far as the pnbliihb| the 
North Briton is^made one of the gronnds of the fcntence. Is at* 
tempted to be overthrown. It is obfervcd that it is not funijb* 
fiig a man tnuice/br the /am offence fy the fame judic^uret for that the 
jrefent Hpofe of Commons never tried the ofience at all, io that 
the mention made of his offence in jhe motion,* is not by way of 
fcntcncing him afrefli for it, but to prove his incapacity to lerve 
in parliament arifitig from his being at the time of the'jmotion^in 
execution for, and undergoing the punifhment infiifted on nim 
jby law for that offence ; and he admit;, that if at the time of the 
proceeding he had compleatiy mttdkrgtmi the puniihment, it pjght 
mthatca^, perhaps, with fojne C(Sour, have been urged iii his 
behalf, that the fentence of the law being Satisfied, the offeiice 
itfeif was done away, and that he ought to be again Cpnfidcred 
as ReOus in cnria. But the fentence of the law was not fatisfied ; 
and it wai»in confequence of his own aft merely, in withdrawing 
himfelf from jufticc, that he was then at fo late a period undergo^ 
$ng the punifhment. The publication of the three propjiane and 
impious libels, fall under the fkme chain of reafoning they 
* were offences that had not been tried by any Houfe of Commons, 
confe^uently he coold not be faid fio be puniihed for them twice 
by this expulfion. ** ,It is the conviftion and execution, not the 
offence itfeif, that is Hated as the ground of the fentence." 

The remarker in the next place, exculpates, the Houfe from 
the charge in the fpeech of having altered their conduft after the 
publication of .the libel on Lord Weymouth's letter, and leave* 
the public to judge from the dates of the proceedings on Mr. 
Wilkes's own petition, prior to that publication, whether th« 
Houfe was biaffed by this new offence. 

The only i-emaining part of the fentence of expuluon is, what 
regards the circumftance of Mr. Wilkes's being in execution, for 
the offences above-mentioned, and on this head our author rc- 
jnal-ks, that if in any part of this debate, any member did indeed 
venture to lay down fiich doftrine as is rcprefcoted in the fpeech, 
and did make 7^ refiraint, abilraAed from the crime, the 9^ 
fiunaation ef this part of the argw^nt^ the inftances of membefs 
apprehended upon fuipicion only, and of officers abfent upon 
military duty, furniih undoubtedly a complete confutation. Had 
the peribn who advanced a propofition of this tenour been at^alt 
converfapt in the journals ot the Houfe, he might certainly have 
ilated one much more defenfible, and at the fame time as con- 
clufive for the jqftification of the motion. His propofition might 
have been, not 'whenever a member is for his crimes di/ahleJ hy the 
fentence of thi^ law from doing his dutj herey the Houfe is ^warranted hy 
fjbe laiM of farUament to proceed to an expulfion of the member fo difabUa^ 
On the whole, the remarker concludes, that the expulfion of Mr* 
Wilkes, on the motion of Feb. 3, 1769, has not violated the 
forms^ QT the ^t«(x of ourfonftitution. 

C c c ..' The 
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The Sentiments of an EngKJh Freeholder en the* late Dectfion of l}se 
Middllefex Election. 410, Dodjlej, 2s. 6d. 

• Wherever violence is ufed, and injury done, though by hands 
appointed to adminifter juftice, .it is ftill violence and in- 
jury, hovirever coloured with the name, pretences and 
forms of law." 

Locke on Government, Xib. 2. c* 2* 

BY the motto prefixed to this work, the reader will eafUy 
determine, which fide of this great political queition is 
taken up by our author, in h€ty this voluminous pamphlet is 
written with a defign to throw the higheft odium and con- 
tempt on the final decifion of the Middlefex eledtion, by feat« 
ing Mr. Luttrell in the houfe, as the legal reprefenfative of 
that county. It follows our review of Mr* Grenvilie's 
fpeech, and o£ the remarks on it, with the greatefl propriety; 
becaufe it takes up the contefted fubjefb at the time when it 
is dropped by them. The bufinefs of*this writer being to 
prqve, that tne expulfion of Mr. Wilkes did not incapaci- 
tate or difqualify him as a candidate at any future elcStiou^, 
of courfe, that his re-ele£^ion was le^al and valid, and the 
determination in favour of Mr. Luttrell unprecedented, con- 
.tcary to law and to the cuftom of parliament, and liable to 
produce the mofl dangerous confequences. . He gives us the 
ftate of the conteft between the houfe of commons and the 
county of Middlefex, during a great part of the laft feffion 
of parliament. *• The queftion-, fays he, between them 
was, whether Mr/ Wilkes, having been expelled by the houfe, 
and re»ele<Sled by the freeholders, Ihould upon fuch re-ele<ftion 
in the fame fef&on, be confidered by the fame houfe as duly 
ele£led, and admitted to fit, notwithftanding fuch expulfion ? 
The houfe taking up this matter of its own accord, for its 
own dignity, and in order to give that efFeA which it thought 
proper to the refolution already taken, declared him in con- 
fequencc of that expulfion, incapable of fitting in that parlia- 
ment. Extenfive as this refolution feemed to be, in time as 
well as matter, its operation could not have been conclufive 
beyond the feffion in which it was taken; for it is a known 
rule of parliament, that no refolution taken in one feffion , 
can b^ binding upon the next. Important as it was in mat* 
tef, if it had continued exafily the fame, limited in time by 
the forms and rules of the houfe to the ihort duration of one 
fWfion, open to cohfideration, and repealable in the next, the 
inattentive public might have been inclined to difregard the 
difpute, to give up perhaps too much to the privilege and dig- 
nity of the houfe, to aqquiefce under its authority, and ad* 
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mit that, thpugh the electors had a right to ele£l, the houf^ 
might walk in the trammels of fome muAy precedent, ^af)d . 
objed to the admittance of the elected ; clap the mace againft 
th^ door, hold it faft with a ftrong hand, and refufe to let 
him fit among the pure and c^afte members who a^embl<^ 
there. 

But fince a late judgment, given by thchoufe in the exer- 
cife of its judicature, upon hearing the parties with all that 
folemnity which would have better become a hearing where 
the principal and leading queftion had notheen preju^ed and ; 
diUrmined in the abfence of the parties j this matter is become 
miich mpre ferlous. It is no longer a declaration of the 
houfe of commons, haftily and extrajudicially made, and re«- 
pealab'c without any difficulty at the mere pleafure of thofe 
who nrade it; it is judgment given in a caufe, and a prece- 
dent fet in all its forms to operate in other cafes. The 
public might have flept over a point of privilege, but muft 
awake to the confequcnces of a formal judgment. The ob- 
jeft of the eleftors choice is alfo changed; and one, who 
certainly was not elefted by the majority of them, is con.-r 
firmed as their rep refentative, upon the ground of the former 
declaration carried into effe<Sl, by determining, that the fe- 
cbnd on the poll is to be cenfidered as duly ele<fled, in con- 
iequence of the expulfion and declared incapacity of the 
firflr/' 

Our author having in this manner alarmed his ^'eaders, 
with refpeft to the confequences of this judgment which he , 
declares to be new, to ftand finale and unfupporced by any 
other, proceeds to defend the right of the people freely to 
enquire into the legality of this judgment, and he founds 
this right on the principles of the conftitution. The unr 
doubted right of enquiry being eftablilhed, he in the next 
place gives us a plan of the examination he propofes to make 
of this important point, in the following order; " I fliall 
in the firft place collefl from books of the beft authority, - 
the feveral legal reftraints on tjie general freedom of eleftions, 
fo far as the fame render or declare ajny defcription of men 
ineligible into parliament; and fliall endeavour to fhew. on 
what principled thofe reftraints are founded, and by^ what au- 
thority they exift.^ ' o 

If Mr. Wilkes was not undex zxyf of thofe ^^^/difqualifica- 
tions, his incapacity muft he argued upon the ground of it^ 
being the implied ^nd neceflary confequcnce of his expulfion. 
I (haH therefore, in the next place, confider the power of ex- 
pulfion cXercifed by the houfe of commons, and the two pur^. 
bofes to wbic]^ it may be directed, ei^ther fox puniihment in 
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^e eafe of an offence within Ihe crimiiul joriiiJiS^ofi of the 
haufe, or, in cafes out of the reach of Ihatjurifdi^oiK for 
the removal of a member whom the heufe deema unfit to 
execute the truff repofed in him^ add to enable the ele£bors to 
make a better choice. 

Much light will be obtained, by examining jrbat title the 
hpufe can let up to the power of difabling^ l>y iirt£k and ex« 
prefs fentence, any perfon from being ele£ted $ i|i what cafes 
this power has been exercifed, in whAt times it has been car- 
ried to its utmoft length, «md how lon^ it has been abandoned. 
For if it fliall appear that this. power is not founded in' reafoii 
or pra£lice, it wilt be difficult to maintain that an incapacity^ 
which the houfe cannot infli£t by an exprefs jrefolution and 
judgment^ fhall follow by implication and inf^ence^ as the 
confequence 6{ a much milder fenl^nce. 

It will be necefiary alfo to examine^ how far either pre- 
cedent or practice, common fenfe or good policy, lupport o^ 
controvert the cbnclufion; that incapacity of ocing elefted 
is. the implied confequence of an expulfion, in either of the 
cafes which I have mentioned; but particularly in fucb a cafe 
as Mr. Wilkes's, where the houfe expels,; npt for an offence 
againft the houfe, and within its criminal jurifdidlion^ but 
merely for the unfitntfs and unworthinefs of the member. 

In. this courfe, I mean to purfue this enquiry, and I ihall 
clbfe it, with ftating the cdiifequences which! apprehend. frooi 
the judgment lately g^>en, and in what manner, and to what 
degree^ they feem to zSe£k the conftitution of this country/* 
Thefe are the general outlines of the work contained in 
chap. I. The fecond chapter gives an ample enumeration of 
the qualification of candidates, and their difabilities at com- 
mon and ftatute law; from which zn inference is drawn a- 
^infi the power of the houfe, todifable by its own rjefolution, 
aiid apjiiicd to Mr.\Vilkes's cafe. In chap. 3, the Writei' 
demonftrates, that expulfion does not imply an incapacity of 
being re-eleded, in the common fenfe and meaning of the 
word. And of the two piirpofes for which the houfe excr- 
cifcs the power of expulfion^ he ibews ihat Mr. Wilkes's 
cafe comes under that oif removing members, for their unfit- 
nefs. ;, And in explaining the charge brought againft him^ 
he follows the thread of Mr. Grenvillc's arguments almoft 
word fdr word. The power of the houfe to d liable by exprefs 
fentence i^ cbntefted at large in chap. 4, and finally dif* 
alloWed, when exercifed for puniihmeht. In chapter 5^ it is 
aflerted, that with refpe£b to unfitnefs only, which was Mr« 
Wilkes*8 cafe,, the houfe has no power to 4if*ble— It ma/ 
expel, but the eledlors can re-ele6i. And the confequenc^ 
arc confideredy as well whtre tiii> houfe abufes its power in 
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cxpeliipg a fi;ood man, and refttles to receive a member le- 
gally ele^d, as where the electors jperfevere in fending a bad 
man back to parliament; Under this head our writer betrays 
his weaknefs, and afFroAts the underftanding of the piir- 
chafers of his work, for after having purfued his fubjeil in a 
mafterly manner, fupported by precedents from the law of 
the land, and from the cuftom of parliament, and raifed our 
expe^btions of hi$ abilities, when he comes to a delicate 
pmnt, which has never yet been treated by the writers on 
either ftde of tlie queftion, and which he had better not have 
ftirted fihce he could not manage it, inftead of difcuffing it 
rationally, he defcdnds to a puerility of fatire, and difmiffes 
it with an aukward witticifm. We are apt to think every 
critical reader will not Only be difappointed, but exafperated 
at this part of the work. For after having told yoii what 
puniihment the houfe would deferve for expelling a good 
ipember, no lefs than dijfolution \ vrYitn he comes to the 
flueftron of what is to be done where the cle<ftors perfevfere 
m fending back a bad man to parliament, to the difgraee of 
his friend Wilkes, and without attempting to juftify the 
cieiiors of Middlefex— he only tells you, •* that one fcahhy 
Jhiep auld mi infeSl the whole Jlock. That he always thought 
it a grofs affront to the houfe of commons to imagine, that 
one bad' man can do any mifchief in it. And that it puts the 
members there on the footing of old maids and prudes, who 
are afraid tQ let^iy come near them, left they fhouid betempt- 
ed to tafte it." Could the adverfaries of Mr. Wilkes have 
painted him in blacker colours than this writer, who in other 
refpe^ may be called his fiery friend. 

Chapter 6, opens with marlcing the difference in the Ian- 

fruage of parliament, between expuliion and difability. And 
everal cafes fuppofed to be favourable Co the writer's opinion, 
but which have beert brought to prove the very contrary by 
other authors, are ftated at large. This chapter concludes 
with aa obfervation that may prove hereafter of great utility 
to Mr. Wilkes. It is this, " That Mr. Wilkes's cafe is 
not one of tboft in which convidion in the king's courts 
works an incapacity of holding oflRces of truft." 

The other arguments that Jiave been made ufe of to prove 
Ithc incapacity of Mr. Wilkes, and that in particular of his 
jbeing a prifoner in exeeution, form the material part of 
>he next chapter. In which our author returns to his old 
'trick* of chicaning on knotty points Ivhich he cannot maftcr— 
Jtjis compafifon 'between 'Mr. Wilkes?s imprifonment, and 
that of a debtor is truly ridiculous, and not in the leaft to 
|he purpofe, as will fully appear by comparing his reafoning 
^n this head, witl^ the obfervations of the writer of there- 
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marks on Mr. Grenville's fpeech, relative to the incapacity 
artfing from Mr. Wilkes's fituation. 

Chapter 8, containsf obfervations and criticifms on fome 
late publications upon the fame fubje^. ,' ' ' 

We now come to the concluding part^ thefcdpfe of chapter 
9, being to point out the danger of tranfgreffing the bbuiids ' 
prefcribed by law— And to fhcw how this precedent tends to 
varying the rights of eleflion in all pllaces, an^ particularly 
to extend the landed qualification of eledors for counties. 

What he jidvances on this ufeful part of his fubjefi'^ is 
too remarkable and conclufive to be paiTed over in iilence, 
We Ihall therefore give it in his own words> and fo take leave 
6f the performance which ought to be well ftudied by young 
members of parliament and lawyers, who may be employed 
in parliamentary bufinefs refpe£ling eIe£liohs. 

** Not only cleQions oughtto be freej but the members 
ought to be well afiured, that they may debate without fear, and 
correfpond with their conftituents in perfeil fecurity. Now 
a member may Be expelled for writing to his conftituents a 
fair, modeft, and honourable account of his own condud* 
For it muft be impoifible to vindicate his own conduct with- 
out cenfu^ing that which he oppofed* In the warmth of a 
debate an intemperate leader may take offence. The houfe 
may be complaifant enough to make the quarrel its own. The 
cifFender may be brought to the bar immediately and expelled^ ' 
A free animadverfion on the worjl letter that a fecretary of 
flate could write may be taken up by the houfe as a ground 
forexpulfion. Any imprisonment iox any offence y conviilion 
for a crime for which ttiQ pillory might have teen ordered^ and^ 
upon the fame principle, tor which fentence of jmprifonment 
might have pajfed, all thefe are new held fit and juflifiable 
caufes of cxpulfion. Ample provifion is' made for removing 
from the houfe all troublefome members, who are oSenive 
to a great leader, and diflurb his reft. Incapacity for the 
rcfl of the parliament, ^perhaps in the prime of Iheir lives, in 
the mofl important part of that parliament, is to follow as 
the necelTary confequence of the expulfion. The feverity of 
this new law of parliament will be felt equally by the ek^ors 
and eleded. Their country will want the fervice of the 
expelled members: in bad times every good man is of great 
value. While on the other hand, wicked and abandoned 
minifters will have fecyred fuccefs to their defperate defigns. 
by Iremoving thejr pjrincipal opponents and intimidating the 
reft. 

The judgjneot Jn queftiott is confefTcdly not a judgment 
upon ihcjiatute law; it is not upon the lawj nor by the a^om 
of parliament : For the precedents, and the geiietal courfe of 
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proceedings^ In the houfe of comtnons, are againft it. It is 
not founded on the opinion of learned men^ thole fages who 
have left us their coIle£tions and obfervations on the laws of 
this country; nor on any ^r^^mVn delivered . down from an- 
cient times. The circumftanccs of the cafe taken altogether 
5irc new ; even Mr. Walpole's cafe differs cfibntially from it, 
and fiiggefts ftrong and convincing arguments againft its 
power of the houfe to difable in confequence of an expuiiion 
and ftill ftronger againft its power to admit the fecond on th$ 
poll in confequence of fuch difability. 

It is a moft dangerous thing to allow to apy houfe of com-^ 
mons, or to any court, fuch latitude of conftrudtion either 
<>( the common or ftatute law, as may impair and diminifh 
the rights of the electors. In other cafes, that conftru£Hoa 
which mojl extends their right is moft favoured, I have feen 
it laid down in our law books, that all reftraints upon com- 
mon right, whether by charter, bye-law, or.ufagc, are ,to 
be ftriftly conftrued 5 and with regard to the right of electing 
to public trufts, no charter nor bye4aw can in any refpeS 
leilen, or confine it to a fmaller number than that in which 
the antient law has placed it. 

No authority lefs than the whole legiflature can takeaway 
the right of a ungle ele£lof. In a late inftance, a dsubt whe- 
ther certain cuftomary freeholders had a right to vote in elec- 
tions of knights of mires, was not left to be decided by a 
rcfolution of the houfc^ An a£i of parliament wzs thought 
neceffary to declare they had not; however fatisfa£lory might 
be the treatife wrote by Dr. Blackftone to prove, ^ that the 
claim they fet up was ill founded. They were in poiTeiTion, 
at leaft in fome places, and therefore confidered as not fit to 
be removed but by adl of parliament/ 

In the prefent cafe, the electors in general are in pofTeiKon 
of the right of returning whom they pleafe, not being dif- 
qualificd by the known laws of the land. A new difqualifi- 
cation is fet up by a wte of one houfe of parliament ^ not known 
before, attempted in the cafe of Mr. Walpole, imperfectly exe- 
cuted then, and n^er acknowledged* This is now carried into 
cfFeft, and a member fits confefFedly upon a minority of votes* 

The precedent will hardly ftop here; temptations will 
daily prefent themfelves. The influence, of the .crown, 
within the houfe and out of it, grows immenfely. We do 
not difcover that fpirit of difintereftednefs and independence, 
that firmnefs and virtue, fo neceffary to encounter this influ- 
ence, and prevent its fatal efFefts. The time perhaps is not 
very diftant, when we may fee the moft hideous monfter that 
was ever produced ; a houfe of commons fervile and abjeft 
to thc^court> licking the duft from the feet of the favourite. 

Digit zed by GOO^^"gh7> 



( 374 ) * 

haughty^ arbitrarf^ ud tjlaniiical Co thofcwho gave it 
being. 

Then the ri^ks of the eleaors will be thiHgi to be laughed 
at. Upon the principle, that the voU of the houfe once 
eiven in a cafe competent to its fupreoie jiirifdi£lion is the 

^Ziw of the landj which of thofe rights will be any longer i^- 
cureT The fame authority which, under /r^/na of declaring 
the law, may fet up a difquallfication not known to the laW 
of the land, nor to be found in the hiftory of parliament, 
will play with its judicature at pleafure, and transfer the 
rights of eledion from one fet of men to another, as^fhall 
beft aiifwer its own purpofes. 

It is but one little ftep further, and the houfe may redupe 
the number of freeholders to the wifli of a minifter. Stealing 

.above i2d. is grand larceny by an ad* of parliament, 3 £. I. 
Criminal courts are as liberal as they can be in the execution 
of that law. If no evidence of the value is given by the 
profecutor; or if that value is not fixed accurately, the judges 
will often recommend it to the jury, or at leaft tell them 
that they are at liberty to find the value of the things ftolen 
under lad. ; having refpe£t to the great alteration in. the ya- 
lue of money fince the paffing of that a£b. This liberality, 
being in favour of life, and not carried fo far a$ to iijpsnji 
with the law by a pojbive dire£isonj where the value of the 
things flolen is afcertained by evidence, is very commendable. 
By ilatute 8 H. VI. c. 7. Forty Jbillings a year in freehold 
lands give the freeholder a right to vote. Whatever reftraints 
have been fmce impofed upon him, they have been impofed, 
not by a refolution of the houfe, but by a& of parUament. . If 
this latitude of con/lruSfion is permitted in one houfe only, and 
the competency of the houfe entitles its deciflons upon the 
rights of the electors to be confidered as the law of the land, 
have we not reaibn to fear that it may become a queflion. to 
be decided there, whether the forty JbiUings^ which give the 
freeholder his qualification, fhall be conftrued according to 
the value of money in the time of H. VI. or according to its 
prefent value? Dr. Blacldloiie has already made the compu- 
tation. He tells us, in his Commentaries, th^it forty /hillings 
in the time of H. VI. are equivalent to twenty pounds in our 
time. Ana if a houfe of commons ihould hereafter be. in- 
clined to put that conflrudtion upon the qualification of a 
freeholder, and fix it at tnuenty pounds a year, I hive no doubt 
that ther« might be. found more than one court lawver to . ar- 
gue, from the libirality with which the courts of law carry 
into execution the a^ of £. I. in cafes of grand larceny, 
from the competency of the houfe to decide upon the rights of 
eledlion, and from infupremacyy that it was a go<d J9^g/nentj 
and well founded in common law. ^.g,^^, .^ Google 
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A General CATALOGUE of all Books 
and Pamphlets publilhed fince the Firft 
of July, 1769, 

With References to thofe on Political Subjec^ls which have 
been Reviewed in this Volume. 



A Greek and Englifli lexicon to 
the new teftament> 410. il. 
IS. Dilly 

Another traveller vol. 2. part i. is, 
Johnftone and Payne. 
A rpeech without doors on the 9th 
of May, 1769, 4to. 6d. Payne 
page 115 
Almeyda, or the Rival Kings, a 
tragedy, is. 6d. 

Robin (on and Roberts 
American travielJer, 410. 5s. Dilly 
A critical diifertation on the cha- 
xader and writings of Pindar and 
Hocape,-2s* Becfcet 

A rhapfody, 2a. 6'd. Wilkie 

A word in behalf of the houfe of 
i commons, page 366 

A grammar of the EngJiih lan- 
guage, SvQ. 3«. Nicoll 
A plain account of difeafes inci- 
dent to children, is Diliy 
An explanation of the terms of art 
ufed in the feveral branches of 
medicine, is. Newberry 
An addrefs to the right honourable 
the lord-mayor of Dublin, &c. 
by Dr Lucas, is. Kearily 
A feafonable addrefs to the people 
of London and Middlefcx, on 
the prefent critical iituation of 
pubiic affairs, is. ' Becket 
.An addrel's to the people of En- 
gland on the intxpfediency of 
diffolving ihepjefeixt parliament, 
•.6d. Lockyer Davis 
.Account of the conlUtuxion and 
"jprelent ilate of Great Britain, 2s. 
Bm Car nan.. 
BkiLngs of liberty, a poem, is.6d. 

Bladon 



Britifh negociator, 3s. 6d. 

Robinfon and Roberts 

Bruciad the, an epic poem, 8vo. 
4s. Dodflev 

Bnhnefs, Pleafure and Prudence, a 
poem, 6d. Dodlley 

Brief confiderations on the expe- 
diency of forming a plan for a 
corps of light troops, to be em^- 
ployed on detached fervice in the 
Eall-Ifldies, is. Becket 

Brothers the, a comedy, is. 6d. 

Griffm 
C. 

Cafe of the late eledion for the 
county of Middlelex confidered 
on the principles of the confti- 
tution, and the authority of law, 
4to. IS. Cadell 

City remembrancer : befng hillo- 
ncal narratives of the great 
plague at London 1665,-— Great 
£re 1666— and great itorm 1703, 
2 vol. ics. Nicoll 

Comngicnts of Bull-face Double- 
fee, on the petition of the free- 
holders of Middlefex, Svo. 2 s. 

Fell 

Common fafety, the caufe and 
foundation of civil fociety, &c. 
by Dr. FreCy page 1 1 2 

Confiderations on the decii^on of 
the houfe of commons, with re- 
{peti to the Middlefex eieftion, 
IS. ^ Wilkie 

Coniiderations on the times 1 13 

Court of Thefpifi, 8vo. is. 6d. 

Richardfon and Urquhs^t 

Curfory view of arbitrary pow^r, 
IS. Smith 
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Critical commentary Oh archbiftiop 
Seeker's letter to tlje ri|;ht ho- 
nourable Horace Walpole, con^ 
cerniiig; biOiopa in Adrerica, is. 
6d. D. Dilly 

Defcription of the antiquities and 

curiofitics of Wilton -houfe, 410. 

Horjfidd. 

Difcourfe On public oeconomy and 
commerce, 1 2 mo. is.6d. Murray 

Defcription of a parliament in no 
inltance fimilar to the prefent, 

' \ ' page lis 

Dr. LaH in his chariot, a comedy, 

£vo. IS. 6d. ' Gri£n 

E. 

Experienced EngHfh houfekceper, 

6s. Harop. 

Efl'ay on the writings and genius of 

Shakefjpcar, 4s. 6d. Dodfley 

EiTay upon animal reproda&ions, . 

8vo. IS. 6d. fiecket 

Every man a complete builder, 6vo. 

4s. 6d. . . WcW«y 

Eil'ay towards the hiilory of comets, 

is. 6d. Becket 

— a fyftem of mineii-Aroigy, cjb. . 

Dilly 

. on the c«re of the hydrocele, 

IS. 6d. , Wilkie 

— on the Middlefex elfifiion, is. 

-^ JB. Whiic 

Eflay upon prints, 3s. 6d. Robfon. 

F. 

Tool of quality, vol. IV. 8vo^ 2s. 

6d» Jobnfton 

Four days tonr through part of the 

' land of dumplings, 8vo. Eladon 

Fox the, .unkcnuelied, Svo. is. 

Refon 

Free Briton's memorial, 8vo. is. 

Williams 

Faral obedience, or the hiilory of 

Mr. Freeland, 2 vol. 5s. Noble 

Favourite the, ^tragedy, is. 6d. 

Bell- 
Family praciicc of Pbyfic, Is. " 

Baldwin. 
Fruitlefs repentance, 5s. Newberry. 

' G. 
Garrick*s Vagary, or England run 
mad ; with particulars of the 
Scraiford Jubilee, is. Bladen. 



E X. 

Genuine memoirs of the life and ad« 
ventures of tie celebrat|d Mif^ 
Ann Elliot, i2mo. 2s.. 6d., 

RofoQ. 
Grecian Hilbry, 2 vol. 10s. 

Rtvfpgton. 
Great events ffom littl© caofes, 3s. 
NpwWy. 
H. 
Harkqnin P/emler, a farce, as it is 
daily adled, u. . Evans. 

Hiftory of Eliza Mufgrove, 2 vols* 
izmo« 48. }6hn$U)n. 

Hiflory . and defence of M%Qa 
Charta, 8vo. 5s. 3d. iJelJ- 

Hiibry of Folly Graham, 2s. 6d. 

Rofon. 
Hiftoiy.of Emilia Crefivcll. z v^l. 
5*. 1. . . Wilkie. 

Introduftion to the tliftory and an- 
tiquities of Scdtbsd, Syo. p^ 
6d. Notemao^ 

L. 
Literatura Gra$ca, 2s. 36d. ' 

Ncwbcr^. 
Letters bettveen the Dake of Graf- 
ton, the Earls of Halifax, 6cc,&C4 
• &c»'4to. 

Letter to the Rigbt Hononrahle Ho- 
ratio Walpole, Efq^ by the Rt. 
Rev. Thomas Seeker, Lord ffi- 
iiop of OxfoM, coaccraing Bi- 
ihops in America, Page 167 

Letter from a Member of Parlia- " 
meat on the Middlefex eledlion, 
is 6d. Hingeflon. 

Letter to the Eaft-India Company 
concerning the propofed Super- 
viforihip,-4ro, Richardion. 

letters from Governor Bernard to 
the Miniftry. Page 295, 352. 
Letters fuppoied to hate paScd be-' 
tween M. de St^ Evremond and 
Mr. Waller, 2 vol. lamo. 5s. 

Beckett 
Letter to Juti'us by the author of, 
the queilion (laied, 6d. 

Fletcher. 

Letter to the Monthly Reviewers, 

Svo. Cooke. 

Letter to the authors of the monthly 

Review, ls*6iL^ Flexney, 

LuGiila, 3s?^itized by vjOO^ Lowndes. 
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JJore and Innocence, a Serentu, 
Svo. IS. Bffcket, 

;. , M. . . 

Mecfaanics, or the dodrine of mo- 
tibD, JVC* 7s. 6d. Naurfe. 

Melanchdy Student, 410. is. 

' Prince. 
Man and Wife, a comedy, is.. 6d. 
Becket. 
Memoi^s of Ofney Abbey, near Ox- 
ford, Svow IS. Harris. 
Memoirs of the Right Hon. John 
Earl of Ciawlbxd, lamo. 2a. 66^ 
Becket. 
Moral and medical diabgue^, 8vo. 
^a. Beecroft. 
Memoha of the aoKMirs, intrigues, 
jind adventures of the Dake.of 
Grafton, with Mlh Parfons, 
1 2Bto. 2S. 6d. ' Meres. 
! Ma%rave's reply to D'&on 

Page 303. 

Mufgrave controverfy, is. Miller. 

Mifcelifinedoa^di^enatiott8»ex-plai;ii« 

' ing obfcure cnlloms, &c. in- tho 

Jewith chorc'h, 58. 6d. 

. Richardfon and Urquhart. 
Mafquerade; the, 5 s. Ko&nfon. 
i Mathemarical principles of geogra- 
phy, 7s. Nourfe. 
N. * • * ^ ' 
Neur fjftem of geography, 4.to. 6 
vols, dl 5s. Cadeil. 
Nugoe Antiquoe, • js. 

Rbbinfon and Roberts. 
Nautical Almanack, for 1770 2s. 6d. 
Nonrfe. 
Natural bidory of lac, amber, and 
ttyrdl, 6d. Woodfall, 

O. 
Ode at Stratford, is. 6d. Becket. 
0de on dedicating a building, and 
credling a ftatue to Le Stew, 
cook to the Duke of Newcaftle at 
Clermont, 8v6. is. 6d. NicoU. 
Original poems, 410. Js. W. Harris, 
Original power of the colleftive bo- 
dy of the people of England ex- 
amined and affcrted, by Daniel 
de Foe ; to which are added, by 
the fame author, feme dilUnguiih- 
iBg charadlers of a parliamcnt- 
mao, i2mo, ' Baldwin. 



EX: 379 

Obfervations ob jHrblit liberty, pa- 
, triociOn, mini(Wrial defpottfrn, 
. and national giievaaces, 6d. 

Towers* 
Obfervajtions 00 the correfpondence 
. between poetry and mafic, 35. 

Dodfley. 
Obfervations on fpeciiic medicines, 
2s. 6d. Fletcher. 

Obiervations'on the publication of 
the fpeech of a Right Hon. gen- 
tleman, is. Nicoll. ' 
Obfervations on the duty and of* 
iiceofapby£cian, 3s. Cadsell. 
P. 
Pafquin, .2 voh. gs« Bladon* ' 
Patriot, the, a tragedy, 2s. BingJey. 
Phyiico- geology , 8vo. 63. Oiwen. 
Philofophical Tranfadions, voL 58 
for the year 1768^ . Davis and- 
Reymers* 
Poem on the cruelty of Shooting, 
-8vo. Payne. 
PraQical gardener, and gentleman's 
. dire£tof y for every month in the 
year, i2mo, 3s. Dilly^ 
Political conteft between Juntus 
and Sir William Draper, Svo^ 
IS. Newbeiry, 
Political condufl of the earl of 
Chatham, page 172 
Plebeian, the - - - iSi 
Private tutor to Sententis Pueriles, 
is.6(L ~ Diily. 

Queftion ftated, whether the {ree- 

Aolders ot Middlcfex loft their 

right by vot'mg.for Mr. Wilkes 

at the lad election? 8vo. is..6d. 

Woodfall, 

R. 

Richard in Cyprus, a tragedy, is. 
6d. Blyth. 

Review of the doftrines of the re- 
formation, 3s. 6d. Dilly. 

Refutation of a falfe afperfion on 
S. Vaughan, £fq; in the Public 
Ledger, 6d. Dilly. 

Roman hiilory, 12s. Baker. 

Remarks on fome paragraphs in the 
fourth volume of Di. Black- 
flone's commentarifs on tlie laws 
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S of England J relating to the dif- The free mafon fEnpped naked,' 

? feniers, 8vo, IS, Jobnfon. Bvo. is, 6d, Fell. 

Rt ply CO the above remarks, .6d^ 

^ ' Bathurftp 

Heply to the comments of Sir Bull 
jace Double Fee, 2s. Fel!, 

Rificw of a pamphlet entitled, 
%n ent]uiry whether the lludy of 
* the ancient language be a ne- 
ccjTary branch of modern educa- 
tion, page 306, 

Sentiments of anEnglifti freeholder 

^-pn the late decifion df the Mid- 

*^lerex eleftioQ. P^g^ 3^^« 

Sttinons on the duties of the great, 

Svtj^ Law, 

Scriions on the death of John Rut-- 

ler, 6d. Ealdwin, 

Shvtkcfpeare's garlind, Svo. 13, 

Becket. 

Sivii'"s, the page n6» 

Speech of the right honourable 

Gf brge Grenville, on the 3d of 

February, 1769* page 355. 

S'jc weeks tour tbrougb^ the Ibu- 

thern counties of England and 

Wales, Svo. 5s- NicolL 

Swift's letters to Stella^ 3 vols- 

^ Js, 6d. Bathurft. 

Spiritual Fiihcrman, 6d, Dilly. 

Six months tour through the North 

;.cf England, 4 vols, il, NicoJL 

Siege of Quebec, zs* Fletcher, 



Tie new foundling hofpital for 



The new peerage, 8vo. 13s. 6d. 

Davis. 

The French lady, 2 vols* 8vo, 6s. 
Lowndes. 

Treat! fe on virtues and rewards, 
3 s, 6d. Johnfon and Payne. 

The merry droll, 2s. 6d. Parker, 

Tbepladd man, z vols. 6s, Wilkie. 

The farmer's journey to London, a 
farce of three ads, 8vo. Baldwin. 

Travels of a philofopher, i2mo. 
as, 6d, Becket. 

IVeaufe on courts martial, 8vo. 
3 s, Murray. 

Trine ulo's trip to the jubilee, 410.' 
If. 6d, Moran. 

U, V. ^ 

Venn's free and full examination 

of Dr. Priellly's free addrefs on 

the lord's f up per, 8vo. is. 6d, 

Dilly. 

Vi n di cation o f the A thanaiian croea, 
I Si Blad(Mi« 

Vindication of the rights of elec- 
tion again fl the dibbling power 
of the houfe of commons, 8vo." 
IS. 6d- Woodfall. 

W, 

Works, the, in profe and verfc of 
William Sheuilone, Efq; 3 vols. 
Svo. Dodile/. 

y, 

Yorick^s fcntlmental journey con- 
tin ued^ to which is prefixed fbme 
account of the life and writings 
of Mr. Scerne^ 2 voh, izmo. 
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